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Here are a few suggestions for our parents to consider, that would help your child/children with the
summer learning loss.
READ to, and with, your kids and have older students read during the summer months. Take
advantage of your local public library and their summer reading programs. You’ll get all the books
you want for free and your kids will enjoy a field trip that’s likely to help instill a love of reading. For
our older students, just encourage them to read daily. Even 10-15 minutes a day of reading yields
positive results.
TURN everyday activities into learning opportunities. For example, take your kids on a shopping trip
and challenge them to add up prices at the store and see if they can tally up the final bill. Going on
a drive? Ask them to look out for certain shapes, colors, letters or words on billboards and signs.
ESCAPE the TV, couch and fridge by getting out and about for neighborhood walks and outings to
local parks, playgrounds, zoos, community centers and other local resources that are enjoyable,
educational and keep everyone moving. “We expect that athletes and musicians would see their
performance suffer without practice, well, the same is true of students.”
I wish each and every family a very happy summer. I hope you create wonderful and fun-filled
memories with your children. While having these family moments, I would also ask you to consider
the ideas above to minimize student summer learning loss.
PL Pride,
Mr. Ford
Superintendent
Much of this article came from Ron Fairchild, founding CEO of The National Summer Learning Association It's Summer!
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The Senior Class of 2019
Baccalaureate Service
Wednesday, June 5, 2019, 7:00 p.m.
Purchase Line High School Auditorium
Valedictorian
Emily Peles

Graduation
Thursday, June 6, 2019, 7:30 p.m.
Purchase Line High School Auditorium
Salutatorian
Lauren Boring

Senior Class Officers
Abigail Ewing
President
Marley Rearick
Vice President
Emily Peles
Secretary
David Fyock
Treasurer
Cameron Yoder
Chaplain
Advisors
Mrs. Katie Brown
Mr. Steve Woodrow

Congratulations
Emily Peles
Valedictorian

Lauren Boring
Salutatorian

Eliza Moore
Student Council
President

Class Colors

Crimson and Charcoal Gray

Abigail Ewing
Senior Class
President

Class Flower

Red and White Snapdragon

Class Motto

Class Song

“Unwritten” by Natasha Bedingfield

“You act like it’s you against the world, but it’s really just you against yourself.”
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Senior Future Plans
Chatham University
Lauren Boring
Eliza Moore

Saint Francis University
Abigail Ewing
Thiel College
Jaime Long

GJCTC
Tanner Berringer
Indiana University of
Pennsylvania
Madison Albright
Payton Balogh
Breanna Behrendt
Kiana Froum
David Fyock
Quinn Scalese
Cameron Yoder
Indiana University of
Pennsylvania - Academy of Culinary Arts
Lane Chilcote
Mount Aloysius College
Shayla Fishel
Nikita Johnson
Penn State University - Altoona
Dominique Campbell

United States Air Force
Kendall Jacobson
United States Army
Cecilia Kravarik
Noah McCullough
Samuel McWilliams
Justin Ripple
West Virginia University
Emily Peles
Anne Small
Westmoreland County Community College
Connor McCoy
Ashlee Parks
Charity Pearce
Marley Rearick
Wilkes University
Nicole Shaffer

Point Park University
Jennifer Lomman

Congratulations
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2019 Summer Meals Program
The Purchase Line School District will be offering a summer
meals program under the U.S. Department of Agriculture
Summer Meals Waiver. Students are welcome to come and
enjoy a meal at the designated locations during the summer
months. There is no charge for the meal.
All children 18 years of age and under, as well as those
individuals over age 18 who meet the federal definition of
mentally or physically disabled persons who are residents of
the community, are eligible to participate for free.
The schedule for meals during June, July and August 2019
will be, Breakfast 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. and Lunch
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on the following days at the
buildings designated:

SUMMER 2019

Math Question
Submitted By: Mr. Beers

We would like to take the next several Liner issues to
highlight some of the different types of questions that
our students are being challenged with in our classrooms. The following is an example of an 8th grade
question under the title of “Proportional Relationships.”
This question can be found on the Study Island program
that we use at the school.
Philip wants to replace his existing fence. He received a
quote from a general contractor based on the graph
below. The graph shows the cost of a new cedar fence
based on the number of feet.

June 17 – June 20
Monday –Thursday, Elementary, Breakfast and Lunch
June 24 – June 27
Monday –Thursday, Elementary, Breakfast and Lunch
July 1 – July 3
Monday – Wednesday, Elementary, Breakfast and Lunch
July 8 – July 12
Monday – Friday, Elementary, Breakfast and Lunch
July 15 – July 19
Monday – Friday, Elementary, Breakfast and Lunch
July 22 – July 26
Monday – Friday, Elementary, Breakfast and Lunch
August 5 – August 9
Monday – Friday, High School, Breakfast and Lunch

Any questions may be directed to the Business Office at
724-254-4312 Ext. 4025. In the operation of child nutrition
programs, no child will be discriminated against because
of race, sex, color, national origin, age or disability. If
you believe you have been discriminated against, write
immediately to the Secretary of Agriculture, Washington,
D.C. 20250.

What is the unit rate of the graph?
A.
$20 per foot
B.
$10 per foot
C.
$1 per foot
D.
$5 per foot
The solution to this can be found by applying the
formula for slope: m=rise/run.
If you select the point (0,0) and (40,800), take 800 minus
0 divided by 40 minus zero. This gives a unit rate of 20.
This means that it costs $20 per foot of cedar fence.
This question references the following state anchor:
M08.B-E.2.1.1: Graph proportional relationships,
interpreting the unit rate as the slope of the graph.
Compare two different proportional relationships
represented in different ways.

PAGE 7

THE LINER

SUMMER 2019

PENNSYLVANIA SCHOOL IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS
Submitted By: Mrs. Chura, RN, CSN, School Nurse
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Principal and Faculty Retire After Many Years of Service
Submitted By: Mrs. Subich
Written By: Avery Falisec and Debbie Spaid, Dragon Tales Staff Writers
This year, there are multiple faculty members retiring from Purchase Line. This includes School
Nurse Sharon Chura, Art Teacher
Steve Woodrow, and beloved High
School Principal James Price.
Chura has been a nurse at Purchase Line for 30 years. When she
first came here in 1989, she came
from the fast paced Intensive Care
Unit at Brookville Hospital. “I will
definitely miss the kids and my
colleagues,” said Chura.
Next on the list of retirements is
Art Teacher, Basketball Coach,
and Athletic Director Steve Woodrow. Woodrow has been teaching
at the school for 37 years, and
has been Athletic Director for five.
Woodrow said, “I have really
enjoyed my time here. I loved
interacting with students and I
wouldn't teach anything but art. I
will miss the kids.”
At the end of this current school
year, our High School Principal
James Price, who this school has
known for the past 27 years in
several roles, including principal,
assistant principal, teacher, and

School Nurse Sharon Chura, High School Principal James Price, and Art Teacher Steve Woodrow
were recognized at a student assembly April 24
(above) to congratulate them in their retirement
from their positions within the district.

Classroom Teacher Matthew Scott
and Industrial Arts Teacher Jonathan
Farabaugh collaborated with their
class to make High School Principal
James Price an Adirondack chair as a
retirement gift. The students completed all steps of the project, then
presented it to Price on a fishing field
trip. Students presenting the gift
were Junior Destiny Salyers, Eighth
Grader Chad Adams, Freshman Haley
Little, Senior Mandie McIntyre (front
row); Junior Jonas Daube, Senior Brian Simmons, Senior Stanley Wyno,
Seventh Grader Samara Blose, and
Senior Zach McIntyre (back row).

coach, will retire. As a person who
has had a major effect on this
school, Price will be a tough one
to replace. Price has not been
just a principal to most; he is one
that many people could go to and
count on for anything.
Price inspired a sort of respect
throughout the school. Because
of Price’s long career with the
Purchase Line School District,
people throughout the district
have great admiration for him
and what he has done for PL and
how he affected so many in so
many ways, while holding the position of principal for 16 years.
Price said, “I have enjoyed my
time with PL. I feel like I have had
the best job in America by getting
to work with young kids.”
As Price says goodbye to
Purchase Line, the students wish
him a happy and enjoyable
retirement.
Price will be incredibly missed
throughout the entire school. The
Purchase Line students thank
him for every little thing that he
has made possible for us.
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Pickleball: A Game for All!
Submitted By: Ms. Horner
Move over basketball and volleyball….the game of pickleball is becoming a new class favorite in the world of physical
education. In fact, pickleball is becoming a nationwide phenomenon in fitness clubs and park and recreation centers. It is one of
the fastest growing sports in the world. But what exactly is pickleball? How do you play it? How does it differ from the other
racquet sports? Despite its growing popularity, there are still many people who have never heard of the game of pickleball.
Pickleball is a racquet sport that combines elements of badminton, tennis, racquetball and ping-pong. It is a game that can
be played by people of all ages and skill levels. Pickleball is played with a paddle and a whiffle ball (a plastic ball with holes) on
a court that is smaller than a tennis court. Like tennis and badminton, it can be played as doubles or singles. However, doubles
competition is more common. The rules are simple; therefore, pickleball is a game that is easy for beginners to learn. However,
it can also develop into a quick, fast-paced, competitive game for experienced players.
The history of pickleball dates back to 1965. It was invented by three dads - Joel Pritchard, Bill Bell, and Barney
McCallum- on Bainbridge Island near Seattle, Washington. All three men were prominent businessmen. In fact, Joel Pritchard
was a former U.S. Congressman and is known to be the “father of pickleball.” These three dads created the game because their
kids were bored with their usual summertime activities. The game certainly has evolved from using original handmade equipment
and playing on the driveway at Pritchard’s home. The question that is asked by a lot of individuals though is how pickleball got its
name. Although accounts of how pickleball got its name differ, there is one story that seems to be the most interesting. According
to Barney McCallum, the game was officially named after the Pritchards’ dog Pickles, who would chase the ball and run off with it.
As stated earlier, pickleball has become one of the fastest growing sports in America. In fact, according to USA Pickleball
Association (USAPA), pickleball has had a 650 percent increase in numbers over the last six years. In an article written by Amanda
Loudin on nbcnews.com, Justin Maloof, who is the executive director of USAPA, said that “while pickleball used to be played more
by older individuals at 55-plus centers and RV communities, it is now more accessible to the younger crowd due to municipalities
and parks and rec. departments setting up courts.”
Pickleball is for everyone. It doesn’t matter if you’re eight years old or eighty years old. Pickleball is a fun game that can
be as competitive as someone wants. There are numerous physical and mental health benefits associated with playing pickleball.
It’s great for hand-eye coordination, especially for younger kids. Pickleball also boosts cardiovascular health, reduces stress, helps
maintain weight goals, and enhances brain function. These are just a few of the benefits a person can gain from playing pickleball.
Pickleball was incorporated into the curriculum at Purchase Line around 2006. It’s first introduced to students in seventh
grade and then it is re-introduced to students at the high school level (9 th-12th grade) where they will play it again for at least two
years. After learning about the rules, the basic types of hits and some offensive strategies, students will participate in a doubleelimination doubles tournament. If time remains in the semester, they will also compete in a singles tournament. Teams are
randomly chosen for the doubles tournament. For many students, the P.E. pickleball tournament has become very competitive.
After all, the reward for winning the tournament is a jar of pickles. In fact, the winners get to choose what type of pickles they want.
Brandon Pearce, a senior who took physical education both semesters, won the doubles tournament twice this year with a different
partner each time. Brandon had this to say about pickleball, “Pickleball is a good game for competitive people like myself. Just
play smart and hit the ball.” Freshmen Carley Ward and Terri Bugay fought their way out of the loser’s bracket to win their classes’
doubles championship for the first time. After winning Terri said, “Never give up because the losing team could always come back
and win.” Carley added, “I really liked playing pickleball in P.E. because it’s a unique and competitive game to play.” Not only has
pickleball become a favorite for a lot of students, but it also has become a favorite to teach for the P.E. instructors at Purchase Line.
Another bonus of playing pickleball is that it is affordable, which makes it accessible to all. A beginner can pick up a
basic wooden paddle and balls at retailers like Dick’s Sporting Goods or on Amazon for around $30, although prices for composite
paddles can run into the hundreds of dollars.
For more information about pickleball, check out www.usapa.org. You can learn all about the basics and strategies of
playing pickleball, as well as, places to play pickleball in your local area.

Pickleball winners: Carley Ward and Terri Bugay

Pickleball Winners (From left to right): Jennifer Lomman, Charles Voskoyan, Crist Coblentz, Alex Leydic.
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Peles wins Annual Geography Bee
Submitted By: Ms. Cowden

By Cortland Craig
Dragon Tales Staff Writer
This year’s Geography Bee was
held in the auditorium March 13
during seventh and eighth period
with all seventh and eighth graders
in attendance.
This year’s Geography Bee
contestants consisted of Seventh
Graders Jalyn Buterbaugh, John
Edwards, John Hughes, Anna
Layden, Leeah Peles, Brock Small
and Eighth Graders Rodney Ball,
Donivan Campbell, Cole Keith, and
Joseph Lamer. Social Studies
Teacher Kathleen Cowden organized
and judged this event.
Cowden said, “The students
answered more questions correctly
than in the past. It took a very long
time to narrow the competitors down
to two.”
This year’s runner up for the
Geography Bee was Eighth Grader
Rodney Ball.
Ball said, ”I was really excited to be
a runner up this year. It felt great to
be one of the last two students in
the Geography Bee.”
The winner of this year’s Geography Bee was Seventh Grader Leeah
Peles.
Peles said, “It felt great to be able
to win the Geography Bee. I was
nervous being one of the final
competitors.”

Seventh Grader Leeah Peles and Eighth Grader
Rodney Ball pose with their name tags after the
Geography Bee (above).
Social Studies
Teacher Kathleen
Cowden poses with
this year’s Geography Bee finalists
Seventh Grader
Leeah Peles and
Eighth Grader
Rodney Ball (top).

Seventh Grader Leeah Peles and Eighth Grader Rodney Ball are the only two contestants left while awaiting
their final questions (above). Senior Chelsea Wilshire, Social Studies Teacher Kathleen Cowden, and Senior
Nicole Shaffer sit at the judge’s table during the Geography Bee (above, left).

Eighth Grader Donivan Campbell, Seventh Grader Anna Layden, Eighth Grader Cole Keith, Eighth Grader Joseph Lamer, Seventh Grader Leeah Peles, Seventh
Grader John Edwards, Seventh Grader John Hughes, Seventh Grader Jalyn Buterbaugh, Seventh Grader Brock Small, and Eighth Grader Rodney Ball await
their first round of questions during this year’s Geography Bee (above).
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CMT students experience laser engraving technology
Submitted By: Mrs. Subich

Construction and Manufacturing Technology I
student Sophomore Gabriel Lamer (right) displays the hall pass he made for Science Teacher
Michael Thom using a laser engraver. Technology Teacher Nathan Huffman arranged for Dan
Walters of Allegheny Educational Systems, Inc.
to lend a laser engraver from his company to
Purchase Line so students could practice using
the technology (above). A close-up view shows
the detailed drawing of a frog using a microscope Lamer chose to engrave on the back of
the hall pass (left).

Construction and Manufacturing Technology I students
Edward Esposti, Michael Esposti, Mello Sanchez (front
row), Nolan Stewart, Mason
Gearhart, Brady Syster, and Technology Teacher Nathan Huffman (back
row) presented Superintendent Shawn Ford with a desk plaque made
using the laser engraver (above).
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Wood Technology II makes Seven Habits signs
Submitted By: Mrs. Subich

Wood Technology II students Junior
Charles Schmittle, Senior Daryl Davenport, Senior Justin Maxwell Ripple, Senior
Timothy Ball, Junior Faron Flynn (back
row), Sophomore Logan McCracken,
Junior Cole Watkins, and Junior Thomas
TJ Buterbaugh (front row) made signs to
display at Purchase Line Elementary to
reinforce the Seven Habits of Highly
Effective People by Stephen Covey (left).
Industrial Arts Teacher Jonathan
Farabaugh was asked by Fourth Grade
Teacher Holly Edwards to create signs
that could be displayed in the Purchase
Line Elementary School Library to
promote the Seven Habits as part of the
building-wide focus on the Habits in the
lives of students. The students in Wood
Technology II used the CNC router and
the VCarve Computer-Aided Design (CAD)
software to design the Seven Habits
signs, and they are currently making metal versions of the signs to be displayed on
flower boxes using the CNC (computer
numerical control) plasma cutter and the
Torchmate CAD software. “I thought the
signs turned out well,” said Farabaugh. “It
was nice to have the students incorporate
CAD software with woodshop projects and
use the technology.”

Mini-THON raises money for Thirst Project
Submitted By: Mrs. Subich
Written By: Emma Smith, Dragon Tales Staff Writer

Purchase Line Community Service Club held a mini “THON” dance to raise money for Thirst Project March 23 in the gym. Thirst Project is a non-profit
organization whose aim is to bring safe drinking water to communities around the world that don’t have access to safe drinking water. Members of the
Community Service Club contacted different local businesses to ask for donations. Many family members from the community also participated in donating
money, and faculty and staff members of the school have made generous donations to help this project as well. The club announced a total of $1,313 at the
end of the mini-THON dance, but a donation totaling $1,500 was made to Thirst Project when businesses donated money after the event. Junior Emily Woods,
Community Service Club president, stated, “It made me realize how much we take for granted everyday. I’m thankful for the opportunity to have been able to
do something so great.” Students attending the Community Service Club’s mini-THON dance to raise money for Thirst Project enjoyed taking photos with the
props made by Sophomores Brooke Eyler and Sydnee Elick (above). Friends getting photos together included Freshman Carlena Ward, Eighth Grader Abigail
Goncher, Seventh Grader Katelin Woods (back row) Freshman Haley Little, and Seventh Grader Jayden Sokol (above, far right); Juniors Emilia Bracken, Jenna
Nichol, and Destiny Bingaman (above, left); Juniors Emily Woods and Taylor Ward (above, right); and Junior Addaleia Beer and Senior Abigail Ewing
(above, far right).
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Leadership Celebration at Purchase Line Elementary School
Submitted By: Mrs. Risinger
When people think of the word leadership, many would think of a formal position of authority. That is not
the case at Purchase Line Elementary School, a Leader in Me school. We believe anyone can be a leader
by intentionally leading one’s own life, in other words, by being proactive. Anyone can be a leader by
working well with and encouraging the greatness in others.
The Leader in Me is based on a theory of change known as the See-Do-Get cycle. When you change the
way you See things, it influences what you Do and the results you Get. This is a model that creates new
paradigms, effective practices and real results! The See Core Paradigms are:
Everyone can be a leader, not leadership is for the few.
Everyone has genius, not a few people are gifted.
Change starts with me, not, to improve schools, the system needs to change first.
Educators empower students to lead their own thinking, not control and direct student learning.
Educators develop the whole person, not focusing solely on academic achievement.

“If you want small changes, work on your behavior, if you want quantum-leap changes, work on your
paradigms.” --- Stephen Covey
On May 23rd the students, faculty, staff, and invited guests celebrated leadership with a school-wide
assembly. Students from kindergarten through 6th grade entertained the audience with songs, poems, and
short skits on the 7 Habits, the common language in our leadership culture.
Grade level presentations included: Habit 1: Be Proactive (6th grade), Habit 2: Begin with the End in Mind
(Grade 5), Habit 3: Put First Things First (Grade 4), Habit 4: Think Win-Win (Grade 3), Habit 5: Seek First
to Understand, Then to Be Understood (Grade 2), Habit 6: Synergize (Grade 1), Habit 7: Sharpen the Saw
(Kindergarten)
Guests in attendance included: Mrs. Amber Warren, Mrs. Karen Bugay, Miss Barb Thornton, Mr. Matt
Falisec, Senator-Elect Pittman, Ms. Judith Rairigh, Sheriff Fyock and K-9, Bak, Mr. Mike Moyer,
Mr. Aaron Limrick, Mr. Josh Hopkins, Ms. Catherine Byers, Mr. Shawn Ford, Mrs. Sandra Fyock,
Mrs. Pamela Gardner, Mr. Ray Kauffman, Mr. Kevin Smith, Mr. Eric Thomas, Mr. Thomas Grierson and
Ms. Desiree Cocroft.
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Plink-O-Board

Submitted By: Mrs. Edwards

Submitted By: Mrs. Subich

High school students participating in the You Belong
movement (Brooke Eyler, Sydnee Elick, Bria Small,
Makenna Stover, and Aliya Nichol) recently came
to the elementary school to speak to 3rd and 6th graders
about the importance of spreading kindness and making
all student feel that they matter.
These students donated two hand-crafted posters to the
elementary which are displayed in the cafeteria.

You Belong speakers encouraged students to make
similar posters and discussed how the You Belong
movement relates to the Leader in Me program at the
elementary.
It will be exciting to see how contagious kindness can
be!

Senior Lane Chilcote and Sophomore Hailey Murdick (left) taught
third graders at the Purchase Line Elementary Nutrition and
Wellness Fair May 17 at the elementary school. Chilcote made the
Plink-O-board in his Industrial Arts class and both students created
questions for the students to fit the theme of the nutrition lessons,
“How Fruits Make You Smile,” developed by the Nutrition and
Food Science class members presenting lessons that day. Fourth
graders also participated by doing physical activity with Physical
Education Teacher Janessa Hardesty.

Ride with Pride
Submitted By: Mrs. Edwards
What is Ride with Pride? Ride with Pride is a leadership program implemented to promote safety and respect
during the bus ride home from the elementary school. Bus drivers rate students each day according to their behavior:
Green: Students used the 7 Habits on the bus ride home
Yellow: Students could have done better using the 7 Habits on the bus ride home
Red: Students did not use the 7 Habits on the bus ride home
Each morning, a colored card bearing the bus number is handed to a student to deliver to a designated location in the elementary
building. Third grade “data trackers” are in charge of recording the number of colored cards for each bus. Every several weeks,
numbers are tabulated. The bus with the highest number of green cards is declared the winner for that time period. Students riding that bus then have their picture taken with their bus driver. This picture is displayed, with a red ribbon, in the main elementary hallway for the entire student body to see. Each student on the winning bus also receives a Ride with Pride certificate to
place in their leadership binder. One driver even displays these pictures and certificates in her bus.
Hopefully the next time you are behind a Purchase Line school bus, you will see students practicing leadership and riding with
pride!
Students
and their
driver,
Mike, pose
for a
winning
RWP photo.
Also
pictured
holding signs
are 3rd grade
data trackers.
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Pride
being
diplayed
on
Bus 8.
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Advanced Biology Students Study Embryology
Submitted By: Mr. Thom
Students in Mr. Thom’s 12th grade Advanced Biology
class recently studied embryology after completing a
related unit on cell division. Embryology is the branch
of biology concerned with the study of embryos and
their development. After completing a series of short
lectures and discussions on embryological development,
students moved into the laboratory component.
Students prepared breeding tanks in which they placed
five to six zebra danios, both males and females. Zebra
danios are small tropical fish often used in embryological studies due to the ease at which they spawn. After
being in the breeding tanks overnight, the fish spawned
Photo: Advanced Biology students, Marley Rearick,
the next morning shortly after the lights were turned on.
Lauren Boring, Breanna Behrendt, and Kiana
Students carefully collected the fertilized eggs or
Froum, study fish embryos through the microscope.
zygotes, and began making observations through the
microscope. Over the course of several days, students observed the development of the embryos
from a single cell to a free swimming larva or fish fry. As part of their observations, students made
detailed sketches with labels and notes. Students compared their observations with the available
resource materials to gauge how well their embryos developed in comparison with what was
expected. Several students chose to take their baby fish home to raise while others decided to rear
their fish in the classroom.
The unit was well received by the students. They learned about embryological development,
enhanced their microscopy and observation skills, and learned a little about fish husbandry.

Photos: Developing embryo (left) and newly hatched
larva (right) photographed through the microscope by
students in Advanced Biology.

PAGE 17

THE LINER

SUMMER 2019

Students travel to PSPA competition
Submitted By: Mrs. Subich
Written By: Dana Campbell, Dragon Tales Staff Writer

Juniors on the Dragon
Tales newspaper staff,
Debra Spaid and Dana
Campbell, traveled to
State College with Newspaper Advisor Jessica Subich for the annual Pennsylvania School Press Association Student Journalism Competition March
27.
Spaid placed first on the
regional level at Indiana
University of Pennsylvania
October 19 in the Newspaper News Story category
and advanced to the state
championship that took
place at Penn State University.

to two speakers, James Troy
Brown, sales and marketing
manager/assistant manager
of operations for the Penn
State Berkey Creamery, and
Dr. Robert Roberts, Department of Food Science Department Head at Penn State
in a press conference, then
the competition, followed by
a creamery visit.
“I was very excited to get to
go to the PSPA state competition. All of the students who
I competed against were very
talented, and I was happy to
have competed against
them,” said Spaid.
“It was a great day to study
journalism with two talented Juniors Debra Spaid and Dana Campbell pose with their ice cream courtesy of the
Berkey Creamery (above). “Campus was beautiful and it was an eye opening opjournalists,” said Subich.
portunity for the both of us. I am proud of Debbie for making it that far and keeping her cool while she competed,” explained Campbell.

The girls’ schedule for the
day consisted of listening

FBLA members attend state conference
Submitted By: Mrs. Subich
Written By: By Jade Misko, Dragon Tales Staff Writer

Seven students attended the Future
Business Leaders of America State
Leadership Conference in Hershey, Pa.
on April 8, 9, and 10. Students who
advanced to the state conference are:
Junior Marlee Butz (insurance and risk
management); Freshman Hannah
Homerski (introduction to public speaking); Seniors Eliza Moore and Lauren
Boring (graphic design); Senior Tanner
Berringer (agribusiness); Senior Cecilia
Kravarik (personal finance); and Senior
Anne Small (spreadsheet applications).
Business Teacher and FBLA Advisor
Hannah Gnagey said, “(FBLA) provides
students with the opportunity to get
involved in their school and community, improve leadership skills, strengthen their confidence, develop character
and prepare for life after high school.”
Homerski placed tenth in her category for introduction to public speaking.
She said, “It was a little overwhelming
at first, but very fun. Everyone there
was so welcoming and kind.” She
wrote a speech about one of the seven
FBLA-Phi Beta Lambda goals.

Senior Tanner Berringer, Freshman Hannah Homerski, Senior Cecilia Kravarik, Business Teacher and
Future Business Leaders of America advisor Hannah Gnagey, Seniors Eliza Moore and Lauren Boring,
Junior Marlee Butz, and Senior Anne Small attended the FBLA conference April 8, 9, and 10 (above).
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PL Participates in 2019 National History Competition
Submitted By: Mrs. Knapp
Once again a dedicated group of PL students took up the challenge of participating in the National History Day Program. This annual program is a national themed-based competition and this year’s theme was Triumph and Tragedy in History.
Twenty students entered projects ranging from
documentaries and historical papers to museum
exhibit displays. Students are encouraged by our
department to choose topics that they are interested in, but perhaps have not had time to cover in our regular
curriculum. This enables students to broaden their
horizon of knowledge while learning valuable research and
time management skills. The topics this year were greatly varied from Ancient Greece through the Civil Rights Movement.
Two student groups moved on to the State Competition held in
Carlisle; Maddie Scalese and Noah Peles placed second in the
group website category with a project on the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire and
Emily Woods and Skylar Bartlebaugh placed first with
a website on the Nazi death camp Treblinka.

Front row left to right: Vincenzo Scott and Ethan
Peterson
Second row left to right: Emilia Bracken; Nicole Shaffer; Destiny Bingaman; Kristen Zurenko; Bria Small;
Addie Beer
Third Row left to right: Anne Small; Madison Albright;
Megan Wilkie; Abby Goss; Maddie Scalese; Noah
Peles; Hailey Kachmarchi; Makenna Stover; Taylor
Ward; Skylar Bartlebaugh; Emily Woods

Civil War Studies Traveled to Gettysburg National Battlefield
Submitted By: Mrs. Knapp
This year students enrolled in Civil
War Studies spent the year studying
the war in detail. In 1863 the
Confederate Army invaded the state
of Pennsylvania during what has come
to be called the Gettysburg
Campaign. Millions of people visit
Gettysburg National Battlefield each
year. We are fortunate to live close
enough to give our students the
opportunity to visit this battlefield. This year Mrs. Knapp took six
students to tour this sacred ground.
The tour followed closely the chronology of the battle beginning with the
firing of the first shot by Lt. Marcellus
Jones of Buford Cavalry, to the first
volley fired by men of the 56th Pa
volunteers, most of which were from
Johnstown, and the defense of Oak
Ridge by men of the 11th Pa volunteers from Ligonier, to the Union
retreat through the town of Gettysburg

back to Cemetery Hill. Our attempt to
make Pickett’s Charge was defeated
by the rain soaked fields in front of
the stonewall at Cemetery Ridge,
which afforded us the same perspective of the Confederate troops who
made it across the Emmitsburg Road
but were forced to retreat back across
the half mile of farm fields. The tour
continued at the Round Tops, which
always is a great way to talking about
how geography plays a role in the outcome of battles; then on to the Peach
Orchard and a discussion about how
General Dan Sickles’ decision to move
his troops to that area affected the
fighting on the second day of the
battle. Students finished their tour by
visiting the site of the Jenny Wade
house. Wade was a 17 year old
civilian killed during the battle,
demonstrating that once unleashed,
wars are difficult to control. The

Gettysburg area is a fantastic vacation
area with much to do. If you are interested in touring the battlefield check
out the park service website at:
https://www.nps.gov/gett/index.htm

Left to right: Liz Parkhurst; David
Fyock; Destiny Bingaman; Adam
Woods
Standing Left to right: Lauren Boring;
Emily Peles
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Fishing and Fun
Submitted By: Mrs. Chichy

On Tuesday, May 21, 2019, students from the high school
traveled to the Northern Cambria Civil Defense Club for a
day of fishing and fun. During the outing, students from
Mrs. Chichy and Mr. Scott’s classes spent the day fishing with
members of the club and Purchase Line High School’s
National Honor Society. In addition to fishing, the students
had a picnic lunch that was prepared in their classrooms. The
students had
a great time
fishing,
socializing, and meeting some new people.
While at the Northern Cambria Civil
Defense Club, Mr. Price visited, talked
with students, and was gifted a chair made
by Mr. Scott’s students in the Basic Home
Maintenance Course
This was just one of the many trips made this year.
Students also explored Yellow Creek State Park this
month. The students of Mr. Scott and Mrs. Chichy’s
room met with park rangers and learned about species
of insects and bats native to Pennsylvania. Students
were able to explore parts of Yellow Creek looking for
different types of insects and work with students from
other districts to understand how bats use echolocation
to find food.
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English Classes Take On Shakespeare
Submitted By: Ms. Lombardo
Ms. Lombardo’s English 9 and 12
classes are ending the year by reading
plays by William Shakespeare. The
freshmen took on Romeo and Juliet,
the tale of tragic teenage love and
family feuds, while the seniors
tackled the dark and manipulative
Macbeth and his quest for the throne.
When asked for thoughts on
Macbeth, senior Lauren Boring said,
Above: AP English students pose with their
“I enjoyed how many plot twists
projects.
there were, but I wasn’t impressed
with how undramatic the deaths were in the text. I’m sure it would be better in
Above: Freshman Katie Stiffler
person.” Overall, English 9 students were surprised at how much they liked
poses with her project.
Shakespeare. They were hesitant at first, seeing as though Shakespeare has a
notorious reputation for being difficult and boring. However, both grades pushed their doubts aside and, for the most
part, embraced Shakespeare with open arms.
As the stories came to a close, both grades were able to put their knowledge and creativity to the test. Their final
exams consisted of projects based on the plays. Each grade was given an array of projects to choose from, ranging
from writing to building to acting. For example, English 12 students had the option to make an alphabet book with
each letter representing a word or phrase that was seen from the book. Another project they could choose was to make
a movie trailer or a movie poster for a new Macbeth movie coming out. English 9 students had similar projects to
choose from, but were slightly different. Some examples included choosing a character and writing diary entries for
them, constructing a 3-D model of the Globe Theater, or hosting a talk show where the characters are interviewed.
When asked about the projects, freshman Katie Stiffler said, “I like that I don’t have to write a long essay and I like
that I can be creative.” Keygan Batten-Richmond added, “A project like this helps break down difficult material so
it’s easier to comprehend.”
Ms. Lombardo was very impressed with the projects and praised the students for their hard work and effort. The students were able to present their projects to their peers and receive positive feedback. All in all, the projects were a
great success!

Above: Freshman classes pose with their final Shakespeare projects.
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Exciting Changes Just Around the Corner
Submitted By: Mr. Monroe
As we close out the 2018-2019 school year, it is good practice to reflect on the great things we’ve accomplished,
as well as the areas in which we can always improve. With that in mind, I am excited to announce some terrific updates for the 2019-2020 school year that will both enhance and support the K-6 children’s learning experience. Though
this is not a complete, comprehensive list of all the future endeavors and initiatives, featured are highlights of forthcoming changes to benefit and develop our Purchase Line elementary students.


The Master Schedule has been overhauled with a “what is best for kids” approach. The new schedule will allow
for:
1.Teacher collaboration time to work with student data, develop interventions, and differentiate instruction
(Professional Learning Communities or PLCs)
2.Specific time dedicated to, and designated for, purposeful interventions in each grade level based on datadriven instruction
3.English Language Arts (ELA) instruction will be delivered daily in a 1.5 hour block across all grades K-6
4.Math instruction will be delivered daily in a 1 hour block across all grade levels K-6
5.Grades 4-6 will have a teacher dedicated to teaching just mathematics



We will be launching our new assessment tool, NWEA MAPS Growth. MAPS Growth will measure the students’
ZPD, or Zone of Proximal Development, and provide scaffolding for the upcoming skills in which their prerequisite skills determined. MAPS Growth creates a personalized learning and assessment experience by dynamically
adjusting to each student’s specific ability level. This level is then determined by the student’s performance
throughout the assessment. MAPS Growth will reveal how much growth has occurred between testing events and,
when combined with the norms, show projected proficiency. Teachers and administrators can track growth
through the school year and over the span of multiple years.



Additional playground equipment will be installed for the kindergarten play area. Our PL PTA deserves a very
special thank you for successfully completing a grant and securing money toward the purchase of this equipment.



We will be implementing the Wilson Fundations program, which will provide materials, as well as professional
development that directly supports literacy in grades K-2. This program will give our teachers strong interventions
to meet the varied learning needs of our students.



Teachers will also be using Eureka Math as their new math series this year. It’s not enough for students to know
the process for solving a problem; they need to understand why that process works. Teaching mathematics as a
"story," Eureka Math builds students’ knowledge logically and thoroughly to help them achieve deep understanding. While this approach is unfamiliar to those of us who grew up memorizing mathematical facts and formulas, it
has been tested and proven to be the most successful method in the world.

The 2019-2020 school year is shaping up to be a very busy, but positive and productive year. I am looking forward to the challenges in front of us. I am thrilled to report any and all success we experience moving forward.
Thanks for a stimulating 2018-2019 school year filled with growth and gains. I cannot wait to see and experience
what’s in store for the Purchase Line School District through the years to come.
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SUMMER LEARNING OPPORTUNITY FOR ELEMENTARY STUDENTS –THINKSTRETCH
Submitted By: Mr. Monroe
SUMMER LEARNING LOSS
Parents and teachers alike have been wondering, “What is summer learning loss? How does it affect my students?” The short
answer is most students lose about two months of grade level equivalency in reading and mathematical computation skills over
the summer months – what educators and researchers refer to as “summer learning loss” or “summer brain drain.”

To succeed in school and life, children need ongoing opportunities to learn and practice essential skills. This is especially true
during the summer months.
Summer Learning Loss Impacts Every Student and Teacher Every Year

All students experience learning losses when they do not engage in educational activities during the summer. Research spanning
100 years shows that students typically score lower on standardized tests at the end of summer vacation than they do on the same
tests at the beginning of the summer (White, 1906; Entwisle & Alexander 1992; Cooper, 1996; Downey et al. 2004). The research
on summer learning loss is so persuasive the John Hopkins University founded the National Association for Summer Learning a
decade ago to help educate parents and teachers on how to prevent summer learning loss.
The National Summer Learning Association serves as a network hub for thousands of summer learning programs and stakeholders
across the country, providing tools, resources, and expertise to improve program quality, generate support, and increase youth
access and participation. Recognized by the National Summer Learning Association in 2012 as a summer learning program
Excellence Award nominee, ThinkStretch supports the initiatives of the National Summer Learning Association in stopping
summer learning loss.
It is my hope that our students will complete the varied activities provided in the ThinkStretch material throughout the duration
of the summer, in order to prevent those losses and keep our kids’ brains active. Students will receive a bronze medal for
completing 4 lessons, a silver medal for 6 lessons, and a gold medal for completing 8 lessons. Students will also have the
opportunity to earn chances to win their very own Kindle. Parents are KEY to the summer learning program. Please continue
to encourage and support your child. Our students have worked hard this school year! Let’s keep them academically engaged,
motivated, and prepared with the proper academic tools needed for yet another successful school year. Thanks for all your
support at home!
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