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SCHOOL CLOSING INFORMATION
Watervliet Schools will remain open during the winter months so
long as roads are safe for travel by school buses. When it becomes
necessary to close schools due to poor weather conditions, school officials will contact
the following radio and television stations:
WSJM 94.9 FM—Sports Radio, St. Joseph/ Benton Harbor
WYTZ 97.5 FM—Y-Country, St. Joseph/ Benton Harbor
WCSY 98.3 FM—The Coast, South Haven
WCSY 103.7 FM— Cosy, St. Joseph/ Benton Harbor
WFRN 104.7 FM—St. Joseph/ Benton Harbor
WIRX 107 FM—St. Joseph/ Benton Harbor
WWMT Channel 3 TV—Kalamazoo
WNDU Channel 16 TV—South Bend
WSBT Channel 22 TV—South Bend
Fox 28 TV—South Bend
If school is closed, it will be announced beginning at 6:30 AM. When the weather is bad,
parents are requested to listen to the above radio stations for school closing announcements.

Parents should not call their child’s school.
On delayed start days:
~ Buses will be two hours late
~ MS/HS will start at 9:55
~ North School will start at 10:00
~ South School will start at 10:10
~ AM Preschool will NOT be held
~ Lunch will be served—breakfast will NOT
~ AM Math/Science Center classes will NOT be held
~ Class schedules will be adjusted

Parents will also be notified by our instant alert system. Please make
sure your child’s school has current phone and email information.
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South School Scoop

We are growing our brains at South! Our little panthers are so excited about
working hard on growing their “read to self” stamina and working on their
academic and behavior goals. Ask your child to talk to you about one of his/her
goals!
We continue our focus as a Growth Mindset school. We believe that effort and
perseverance leads to academic achievement and that ALL children can learn and
grow their brains!
It has been a busy fall, as usual! Our students have
participated in Homecoming, Panther Dash, Constitution
Day, Walk-to-School Day (picture at left), Donuts for
Dads, the “Mousetrap Machine” assembly, Halloween
Parade (pictures below), and the Veteran’s Day Lunch.
Upcoming Dates for South School students:
December
December
December
December
December
December
December

2 Elementary School Choirs walk in the Hometown Christmas Parade
5 PTO Meeting (5:30 pm at North Elementary)
7 Spirit Day (Student Council sells items ranging from 25 cents to $2)
12 Early Release (Students are released at 1:20 pm)
17-20 PTO Santa Shop at South
18 Elementary Choir Concert at HS Auditorium (6:30 pm)
21 Holiday Break begins at the end of the school day

January 7 Return to school from the holiday break
January 9 PTO Meeting (5:30 pm at North Elementary)
January 10 Berrien County Playgroup at 9:30 am at South (all area preschoolers
and their parent(s) are invited to attend!)
January 11 Spirit Day (Student Council sells items ranging from 25 cents to $2)
January 16-18 Half Days of School (Students are released at 11:35 am)
January 21 MLK Day~Early Release from School (Students are released at 1:20 pm)
January 26 PTO Movie Night at South at 5:15 pm
February 1 Spirit Day (Student Council sells items ranging from 25 cents to $2)
February 6 PTO Meeting (5:30 pm at South Elementary)
February 14 Berrien County Playgroup at 9:30 am at South (all area preschoolers
and their parent(s) are invited to attend!)
February 15 Half Day of School ~ Valentine’s Day classroom activities (students are
released at 11:35 am)
February 23 PTO Movie Night at South at 5:15 pm
March
March
March
March
March
March
March
March
March

1 Spirit Day (Student Council sells items ranging from 25 cents to $2)
6 PTO Meeting (5:30 pm at South Elementary)
13 Early Release (students are released at 1:20 pm)
14 Berrien County Playgroup at 9:30 am at South (all area preschoolers
and their parent(s) are invited to attend!)
16 PTO Movie Night at South at 5:15 pm
21 Kindergarten Round Up
22 Half Day of School (students are released at 11:35 am)
26 Spring Choir Concert at the HS Auditorium at 6:30 pm
29 Half Day of School (students are released at 11:35 am)

April 1-5 Spring Break!
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South School Scoop (continued)
With the cold weather upon us already, please remember to send your child with
the appropriate cold weather gear! We will have outdoor recess as long as the
outside temp (with wind chill) is above 15 degrees. Please remember to write your
child’s name in all of their outerwear (and sweatshirts
and hoodies too!).

In January we will launch our school-wide Positive
Behavior Intervention Program. More information about
this to come!
Hope you all have a safe and cozy holiday season. As
always, thank you for sharing your little panther with us!
Carole Fetke
Principal, South Elementary

Mousetrap Machine Assembly

Donuts for Dads was a success!
We served lots of donuts and
captured lots of smiles!

Kindergarten/ Preschool Round-Up
South Elementary School will be hosting Kindergarten / Preschool Round-Up on Thursday, March 21, from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. in the South School Gym. Please share this information with anyone you know with a child who will be:
* 5 by September 1, 2019 (for kindergarten)
* 4 by September 1, 2019 (for preschool)
Parent(s) / Guardian(s) will need to bring the following items to
Round-Up:
* Lease/deed and one other item with proof of residency
(utility bill, license, etc.)
* Child’s Birth Certificate
* Child’s Immunization Record
* Child’s Proof of Vision & Hearing Testing
The Berrien County Health Department will provide
Vision / Hearing testing from 4:00 to 6:00 pm on this date.
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News From the North Side of Town
North Elementary
287 W. Baldwin Ave.
http://www.watervlietps.org
269-463-0820

North School students are off to a great start. We are working hard
on grade level concepts and to improve our state assessment
scores. This year also brings a new playground structure!
Our students give many thanks to our PTO, Watervliet Public Schools,
Dave Burrows (Handyman Extraordinaire) and his crew that built it,
Jessica Jordan and Palisades Nuclear and of course all of our community members who donated throughout this whole process. Our
students are having a blast at recess, playing on the new structure
(see pictures below)! It has truly made a difference during fun time!
As the holiday seasons approach, please continue to read with your
children. Keep an eye on their homework and planners. Remember
that we have a calendar on our North School website to help you keep
up to date on all of the happenings here at North. Feel free to email
or message your child’s teacher at any time so that you can keep up
to speed on what is going on in your child’s class. Attendance has
been really good this year! On one day, we only had two students
gone out of 304! That is incredible and as you all know, attendance
has a direct positive impact on your child’s education. We hope you
have a good holiday season as we approach the end of this calendar
year!

New Playground Structure!

Dates to be aware
of for North School
students:

December 12
2 hour early
dismissal dismissal at 1:10
p.m.
December 17-19
PTO Santa Shop Volunteers
needed!
December 24—
Jan. 4
Holiday Break
January 16-18
1/2 day for
students & staff
January 21
2 hour early
dismissal dismissal @ 1:10
p.m.
February 15
1/2 day for
students & staff
March 13
2 hour early
dismissal dismissal @ 1:10
p.m.
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Upcoming Events:
December 10
Basketball - White at
Fennville
December 11
Basketball - Maroon
home
December 11 & 12
NWEA Testing
December 12
2 Hour early Dismiss
December 12
Basketball - White at
Lawton
December 13
Winter Choir Concert
December 14
MS Dance 3-5
December 17
Basketball - White
home
December 18
Basketball - Maroon
home
December 19
Basketball - White at
Schoolcraft

Middle School Matters
Student reading and writing is not what it used to be. Today
students text each other with letters and emojis to communicate.
This makes it difficult for them in school when they are reading and
writing for assignments and tests.
The NWEA, MSTEP and PSAT 8 assessments hold students
accountable for writing and reading using rubrics to score
students work. You may have seen student scores in the
summaries that were sent home.
Watervliet Middle School staff members have made a commitment
to improve student reading and writing. Teachers have been meeting regularly to discuss writing across the curriculum. WMS has also
had consultants from BRESA come in to train staff
members in new strategies and techniques.
All teachers include some type of reading and writing in their classroom. Students are encouraged to write in journals, write essays for
tests, free writing, etc. The more they write the better prepared they
will be for the future.
We encourage parents to help their child with reading and writing at
home. Any type of reading is beneficial, whether it is
magazines, books, internet articles, etc. The more students read the
higher the academic achievement will be for them.
If you need help with ways to help your child read please contact
your child’s teacher for information.

Red Ribbon Week poster contest winners!

December 24January 4
Winter Break
January 16-18
Half Day for exams
January 21
2 hour early Dismiss
January 25
8th grade Formal
Dance 7-9 p.m.
February 8
MS Dance 3-5 p.m.

From Left:
Olivia Price &
Morgan Lowell
(both 7th grade)
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High School Headlines
We have recently wrapped up our first quarter at Watervliet High School. We enjoyed seeing the
number rise in our Fall Parent Teacher Conferences this year. Thank you for coming out and joining us
in our collaborative effort to assure your child the best education. Talking about numbers, our enrollment has increased to over 400 students. Off to a great start with…


Our student-athletes/performers took the field/course/court during fall sports and played their
hearts out, displaying that Panther Pride. Highlights are:
• Marching Band finished their season at Ford Field at the State Finals with their best performance and score of the year, finishing in 6 place, with only 3.35 points separating them and
the 1 place finisher. All that hard work paid off for our Marching Panthers!!
• On the same day, we had two members of the Boys Cross Country team representing us at
the State Finals at Michigan International Speedway. Ezra Troyer and Gus Hinch braved the
rain and mud to bring home respectable times!!
• All-Region, All-Division and All-Conference recipients are:
•
All-Region recipient is Grace Smith for Girls Volleyball
•
1 Team All-Division are:
 Cubby Aldrich and Don Smith for Football
 Grace Smith and Elaine Koshar for Volleyball
•
1 Team All-Conference are Ezra Troyer and Gus Hinch
• Honorable Mention All-Division or All-Conference are:
•
Mikalah Clay and Emma Armstrong for Volleyball
•
Kade VanNiel, Matthew Hanks and Trevor Pelton for Cross Country
•
Eric Kehrer, Garrett Matthews and Dylan Lawson for Football
Daughters of the American Revolution Good Citizenship Award Recipient is senior Emma Yazel,
daughter of Rebecca Yazel and Brad Yazel.
Mr. Houlehen, our MiCAN counselor, and Mrs. Stasiak have accompanied our students on several
College Campus visits this fall with trips to Lake Michigan College, Southwestern Michigan College
and Grand Valley State University. They have also held FAFSA workshops for seniors to complete
their financial aid resources with the aid of counselors from LMC and SMC. If you have questions,
please reach out to our counseling department.
Mr. Tremblay has partnered with Lakeland Regional Health to provide our students enrolled in
Physical Education and Health to receive certification for CPR/AED.
Berrien County school districts and local manufacturing companies are forming a new partnership
to showcase vibrant manufacturing careers in Berrien County. Mr. Tiefenbach, Mr. Shafer and Mr.
Coon attended the first annual Manufacturing & Education Working Together Tour where
participants visited local manufacturing companies and were introduced to employment and
career opportunities for our students at WHS. It was a very informative tour, where we were
introduced to the following opportunities: apprenticeships, scholarships, paid training, full
benefits, and to the numerous job opportunities. In the spring (late April/early May) the same tour
will be available to WHS students and parents. We will keep you posted through our counseling
department.
th
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It has been a great start to 2018, looking for a strong finish through June of 2019 (May for our
graduating seniors).
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As the Watervliet W-A-Y program begins its eighth year, we have many things to look back upon, and
much more to look forward to. Everything we do contributes to someone earning their diploma
and/or meeting the objectives and goals we set in our school improvement plan. This (new) year is
certainly no exception! Our online application has generated over 80 new applicants to the program!
Our numbers are very strong and continue to climb as we look to the horizon.

One hundred four! That is the number of students who have earned their diploma through
Watervliet W-A-Y High School. The W-A-Y program, like the traditional model, has many moving
parts. There are many variables that go into each diploma earned, but hard work and dedication to
finish are two of the most important. Still more to come for our December 19th graduation!!
The staff in our building is what really makes this program so successful! Heather Winter and Greg
Chisek deserve accolades for their tireless efforts. Since we are “on-call” almost 24 hours a day in an
online environment, this team finds ways to meet students where they are and give them the help
they need. “Help” takes many forms: coaching, motivation, help on a project, advice, and counseling. We wear many hats.
Each year we strive to do things just a little differently. Some changes are very subtle, but have
resounding impact! We have built and foster a caring, positive and engaging learning
environment. Enlisting the help of parents, staff, as well as the students themselves, enable us to
build partnerships and relationships that create a network of support to meet students where they
are at. Engagement is a key component for this to happen. This allows us to help them eliminate
barriers while continuing to meet their educational goals.
Chili/Soup Day was a huge success! Each W-A-Y staff
member put their culinary skills to the test and
brought in a soup or type of chili for the students to
enjoy. On a chilly October 17th, a warm cup of soup
or chili really hit the spot. This encourages progress
and attendance - both of which go hand in
hand. Plus, it is great to be able to sit down with the
students and share stories and a warm cup of soup
and build relationships which we have found to be
so important.
One of the most rewarding parts of this program is
to experience the success and progress so many
students make as they work through the many projects, work from home or the lab and reach out to
ask questions to advocate for themselves.

We are also looking forward to our holiday celebration on December 12th! We will have many treats
and goodies to choose from. Students can come in and enjoy some activities we have planned and a
few treats!
Open enrollment begins soon so we will be accepting new applications and interviewing prospective
students and their families towards the new year!

We look forward to another terrific year! And on behalf of the W-A-Y staff, we want to wish everyone (staff, students, parents, the community) a joyous holiday season!
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Awaken YOUR Taste Buds & Brain
with Breakfast at SCHOOL
Students who regularly eat breakfast have higher levels
energy, focus, concentration, memory and make
healthier food choices throughout the day.

Let us do the cooking and have your
student eat breakfast at school!
Breakfast at school is affordable,
too. If you qualify for free or
reduced price meals, you also
qualify for the breakfast program.
With no additional paperwork! You
can’t find a healthy breakfast at
such a low cost anywhere else.

Help your child start the day off right with
School Breakfast!
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Breakfast and lunch at school offer all kids a convenient, economical, and healthy
alternative for their school-day nutrition. So why not resolve to take advantage of
this great service every day? When your kids join us for breakfast and lunch, you can
rest assured that they’re eating nutritious meals
– and your family may qualify for meal benefits, as
well. You can apply at any time during the year, and
kids who are approved for meal benefits are never
identified at school in any way -- all students have an
account with us and very little actual money is exchanged on
the lunch line, so no one knows which kids are paying and which
are receiving free or reduced-price meals. And your family can
put the savings toward meals for the evenings and weekends.
This New Year, resolve to do your kids -- and your family
budget -- a favor. Encourage your kids to join us for
breakfast and lunch at school every day!

If you have any questions
about our programs or
eligibility for free or reducedprice meals, please call us at

269-463-0799
www.watervlietps.org
click on District Services
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To Promote a Healthy Lifestyle, the
Watervliet School Board adopted a
campus wide Wellness Policy that
addresses foods available to our
students.
Our policy is reviewed annually,
If you would like to participate on
the School Wellness Committee,
please contact
Terry Adams at 269-463-0799.
To view our Wellness Policy or to learn
more about our Child Nutrition Program
visit our website at:

www.watervlietpschildnutrition.org

School Breakfast Always Good for Kids and Good for Parents!

For parents with busy schedules, it can be hard to make sure that
kids are eating a healthy breakfast before they go to school in the
morning.
Sometimes children aren’t hungry right after waking up, and it’s
hard to find food they like to eat that is also healthy. Also, some kids
refuse breakfast at home but are hungry when they arrive at school.
At school, we have a great breakfast program for all students.

If morning meals are difficult for your family,
let the School Breakfast Program help you out!
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PLAUDITS -

WATERVLIET PUBLIC SCHOOLS THANKS THE FOLLOWING :





























Sam Zalewski for being a true team player.
Steve Pline for donation of pork and food for the first football tailgate.
Karla Liles & Anna Layer for all their hard work with Student Council.
Mrs. Stasiak for being an awesome guidance counselor.
Ms. Erin Faultersack for all her extra time and effort she put into our Homecoming Staff
Dance.
Thank you to Wendy and Aaron Terry for their generous donation of multiple cans of
disinfecting wipes and multiple boxes of tissues for each teacher on the 6th grade
team. Your donation is much appreciated to help keep our middle school students
healthy as we move into cold and flu season.
Thank you to all of the football & volleyball gate workers this fall. Your work was
OUTSTANDING & APPRECIATED!!
Mr. Pelton for his ongoing support of the Cross Country program.
Thank you to the Watervliet Athletic Boosters for all you do to support Panther athletics
--running concessions, sponsoring our Panther Pride Awards, hosting team awards
banquets, and much more!
Plaudits to Sue Grzanich for volunteering to man the Boosters' Panther Wear tables at
all the home football games.
Plaudits to everyone who worked at the gate, in concessions, on the sidelines, at the
microphone or filming games -- all the people who help to make it work.
Special thanks to Kevin Klann and Barb Schofield for volunteering your services tearing
tickets at athletic events this fall.
Plaudits to the WHS students and staff who made donations at the "Dig Pink" game
benefiting cancer research/care. Thank you!
Thank you to Kris Lefor and Benny Loshbough for all of your work helping to organize
the delivery and distribution of 884 mums. All of the members of WMS Honor Club
thank you!
A huge thank you to Sue Sweet for volunteering her time every week to play the piano
for rehearsals with the middle and high school choirs! It is appreciated very much!
Dick Nybro for his donation of his amazing element collection to the science
department.
Michael and Tena Bumstead and family for the generous donation of multiple costumes
to the drama department.
Huge thank you to Angie Jaggers, who adopted Mrs. Bohle's classroom and made it
possible for students to get some pretty cool new resources!!
Coach Andrews would like to thank a number of people for their extra help during
football season.
Parker Lawson for giving up his Friday nights for the past two years to control the
football cameras.
Ken Dietz and Nancy Scowcroft for everything they do behind the scenes to help make
everything to do with football season run smoothly.
All the parents of varsity football players who hosted team dinners throughout the
season.
Teri Richcreek, Jen Bailey, and Gale Morales for always going above and beyond to
help me a little extra during the season, and all year for that matter.
The Athletic Boosters for continuing to assist the football program with financial needs.
Deah Muth for taking care of the food for the VIP room.
Thank you to Superintendent Schooley, Rebecca Yazel, Barb Schofield, Barry Nilson,
John & Sue Griffith, Kendall Troyer, and Mark Lambrecht in helping get the Watervliet
Public Schools Foundation off the ground.
13

PLAUDITS (CONTINUED)




















Thanks to Applebees and Texas Corral for hosting the sixth graders for lunch.
Thanks to Coloma Lanes for hosting the sixth graders for bowling.
Coloma Lanes, Our 6th graders loved bowling at Coloma Lanes-especially the blacklight
bowling.
Thank you to Saylors’ Pizza for the pizza boxes for students to make solar ovens.
Thank you to Coloma Motor Sports for the generous donation to WMS.
Thank you to Deah Muth for organizing the WMS t-shirt fundraiser.
Thank you to all of the student volunteers who have worked concessions at a game:
L.T. Oetjens, Aiden Smith, Ashton Miller, Makena Edelberg, Ellie Edelberg, Karley
Knight, Dameon Bell and Shane Kreitner.
Thank you to Officer Thornsbury for joining the WPS staff and helping out when
needed.
Thank you to Mr. Dietz and Mrs. Scowcroft for all of their hard work and dedication in
the athletic department.
Thank you to Kris Lefor and Benny Loshbough for helping to unload and sort 884 mums
for Watervliet Middle School Honor Club. The unloading and delivery could not have
been done without your help.
Staci Unruh-Brown for serving as our parent ambassador during Young 5’s / Kindergarten “Taste of School” day in September!
George Keller for donating notebooks!
Lorie Timmons for donating “prizes” for teachers to use as incentives!
Jan Harris for donating school supplies!
Sue and John Griffith for maintaining our beautiful garden area on the side of the building!
Connie Hayes, Kayla Villegas, Kelly Gaston, Kassie Thomas, and Maholla Fuller for all
their hard work leading the Panther PTO!!
Anthony Allen and Gabby Baker for painting the kindergarten
dramatic play area kitchen.
Terry Adams, you bring sunshine everywhere you go. Thank you!
Thank you to Annette and Randy at Fruit Acres for donating
apples (pictured at right) to the high school art department.

I would like to thank Michelle
Jaques for donating Science equipment to my class. The gift of beakers, graduated cylinders, safety
goggles, pippettes, and chemicals
will be awesome for my students to
be able to carry out experiments
this year. (See pictures)
-Mrs. Oetjens
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Board of Education
Bill Spaulding (December 2020)
President

CLUB YUMA

Eric Laws ( December 2024)
Vice President
Matt Clay (December 2020)
Secretary
Marilyn Barchett (December 2018)
Treasurer
Andy DeHaven (December 2020)
Trustee
John Oliphant ( December 2022)
Trustee
Ted Tees (December 2020)
Trustee

Several of our Club YUMA members recently visited North
Elementary with me to spread the word to all of the students that "they
It is the desire of the Board of
matter". We are meeting as a group on a regular basis and we are
Education and the Superintendent
to keep open the lines of communi- scheduling future events. In December, students will help me pass out
food baskets to those in need. We are planning other events around
cation between the community and
the community after we return from Christmas break. Club YUMA
the Watervliet Public Schools. As
questions arise, citizens are enwants everyone to know how important
couraged to contact the Superinthey are and that they are valued.
tendent of Schools at 463-0300.
Club YUMA members matter and YOU MATTER!!
The Board of Education conducts
- Patricia Stasiak, High School Guidance Counselor
regular meetings on the second
Monday of each month beginning
at 6:00 PM and meet in the high
school media center. The meeting
schedule for the remainder of the
2018-19 school year is as follows:
January
February
March
April
May
June
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11
8
13
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School

Address

Watervliet
High
School

450 E. Red
Arrow Hwy.

269-463-0730

Watervliet
Middle
School

450 E. Red
Arrow Hwy.

269-463-0780

6-8

Watervliet 287 Baldwin
North
Avenue
School

269-463-0820

3-5

Watervliet 433 Lucinda
South
Lane
School

269-463-0860

Watervliet
WAY

269-463-0897

450 E. Red
Arrow Hwy.
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Phone

Grades

Principal

9-12
Brad Coon
David
Armstrong

Joe Allen
K-2

Carole
Fetke

9-12

David Kindt

Curriculum Corner
Curriculum Corner
Spring will be here before we know it and with the promise of warmer weather comes the MSTEP and the SAT suite of assessments for our students. New for the 2018-2019 school
year, PSAT 8/9 will replace the 8th grade M-STEP mathematics and English Language Arts
(ELA) assessments as the required assessment in grade 8.
M-STEP Summative Tests for Grades 3-8 Include:
*English Language Arts (grades 3-7): computer adaptive test with passage-based writing
prompt at every grade
*Mathematics (grades 3-7): computer adaptive test
*Science Field Test (grades 5 and 8): fixed-form online assessment
*Social Studies (grades 5 and 8): fixed-form online assessment
MME in Grade 11 Includes:
*The SAT with Essay: paper/pencil assessment
*The ACT WorkKeys: paper/pencil assessment
*M-STEP Science Field Test: fixed-form online assessment
*M-STEP Social Studies: fixed-form online assessment
PSAT in Grades 8, 9, and 10 Includes:
*PSAT 8/9 for grade 8: paper/pencil assessment
*PSAT 8/9 for grade 9: paper/pencil assessment
*PSAT 10 for grade 10: paper/pencil assessment
The spring testing windows for the M-STEP will span seven weeks.
*Online testing for grades 5, 8, and 11: April 8-May 3, 2018
*Online testing for grades 3, 4, 6, and 7: April 29-May 24, 2019

16

Curriculum Corner (continued)
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Watervliet High School Fall
Athletics’ Award Earners
PANTHER CROSS COUNTRY
WATERVLIET HIGH SCHOOL
CROSS COUNTRY AWARDS:
• Girls’ Most Valuable Player - SOPHIA TAVOLACCI
• Girls’ Most Improved Player - JAZMIN MORON
• Boys’ Most Valuable Player - GUS HINCH
• Boys’ Most Improved Player - CAMDON GEISLER

SAC CROSS COUNTRY AWARDS:
• All Conference 1 TEAM GUS HINCH & EZRA TROYER (pictured below)
ST

District
Mission Statement

The Watervliet Public Schools
will prepare all students with
the academic and personal skills
necessary to become life long
learners and productive
members of society.

• All Conference Honorable Mention -

KADE VAN NIEL, MATTHEW HANKS, & TREVOR PELTON
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From the Desk of the Superintendent
I hope you are doing well and that you and your child are enjoying the
school year. It is difficult to believe that we are getting very close to the
mid-way point in our school year. With that, comes winter, the cold and flu
season, and eventually the frustration with wanting the sun to stay out past
5:30 p.m. I don’t mean to be such a dreamer, I actually like winter, but it
does impact school and school attendance. I encourage you to stay involved in both.
The research is clear relative to achievement and positive school attendance. As Lauren Bauer pointed out in her April 25, 2018 article, you can look at “school attendance as a building
block for student achievement.” When kids are present and engaged in instruction, the likelihood of school success increases. We have wonderful instructors at Watervliet Public Schools
and I want all of our kids to take full advantage of this opportunity. I’m also a dad and I get it,
kids get sick and for everyone’s health, they need to stay home; that is your call. I’m just pointing out, over the course of a school year, the importance of being present.
Another important topic we discuss, especially at the beginning of a school year, is parent involvement. I do want you to be involved, engaged, and to have open lines of communication
with your child’s teacher. Parents are busy, so sometimes involvement can be as simple as
asking your child, “What did you do in school today?” and don’t let them off the hook when he/
she says, “Nothing.” I encourage those dinner table conversations about what is going well,
what could be going better, and what is coming up that is important. Take it from a dad who
has two kids out of the house now, you will miss those opportunities to talk with them after they
move on. In addition, the research is strong on this topic. According to Henderson and Borla,
highlighted in the Michigan Department of Education’s “Collaborating for Success - Parent Engagement Toolkit,” “students with involved parents achieve more, have higher test scores,
graduate more frequently, make greater gains, antisocial behavior decreases, and kids make a
smoother transition from school to post graduate life.”
In closing, I do want to thank you for allowing us the privilege of working with you and your
child. Let’s continue to work together for the welfare of your child.
Kindergarten/Preschool Round-Up
South Elementary School will be hosting Kindergarten / Preschool Round-Up on Thursday
March 21 from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. in the South School Gym. Please share this
information with anyone you know with a child who will be:
• 5 by September 1, 2019 (for kindergarten)
• 4 by September 1, 2019 (for preschool)
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) need to bring the following items
to Round Up:
•Lease/deed and 1 other item with proof of residency
(utility bill, license, etc.)
•Child’s Birth Certificate (original copy)
•Child’s Immunization Record
•Child’s Proof of Vision & Hearing Testing
19

The Berrien County
Health Department
will provide
Vision / Hearing testing
from 4:00 to 6:00 pm on
this date.
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Important Dates:
•

December 24

January 4—Holiday Break

•

January 7

Students Return

•

January 16-18

Half Day for Students & Staff

•

January 21

2 Hour Early Release Day

•

February 15

Half Day for Students & Staff

•

February 7

2 Hour Early Release Day

South School 8:10-3:20

•

February 22

Mid Marking Period Progress Reports go home

North School 8:00-3:10

•

March 13

2 Hour Early Release Day

Middle School 7:55-2:55

•

March 22

1/2 Day for Elementary Students Only

High School

•

March 29

1/2 Day for Students and Staff

•

April 1 - 5

Spring Break

School Hours:

7:55-2:55
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