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LOOK WHAT IS HAPPENING IN STUDENTS
SERVICES
Students who received a Pride Card for the Fall
Semester and did not pick up their Pride shirt
need to come by Student Services and get your
shirt ASAP.
Seniors planning on attending a 2 or 4 year
college or university need to complete the
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student
Aid) Go to: FAFSA.gov and complete. The
application for college freshman entering 20192020 opened Oct. 1st! If students or parents
have, any problems completing the FAFSA
please call: 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243)
for assistance to any question you may have on
any matter.
Seniors need to complete their Residency
Determination as well.

Go to: ncresidency.org to complete if you are
attending a 2 or 4 year college or university in
the state of North Carolina. Seniors will need
their RCN (residency certification number) to
prove they are residents of North Carolina and
obtain in-state tuition.
Students need to be mindful of the attendance
policy and not have over 8 unexcused absences
per semester. A parent note does not count as
an excused absence. Only a doctor, dentist,
orthodontist, court or other professional
document count as an excused absence. If a
student has over 8 unexcused absences, they
must make at least a 70 in the class and a 70 on
the final exam to get credit for the course at the
end of the semester!

Newsletter

fall 2018

Page 2 of 8

FROM THE WORLD LANGUAGES
DEPARTMENT
Hola todo el mundo/Bonjour tout le monde,

My name is Niamh Sinclair and I am the new French and
Spanish teacher at Newton Conover High School. I was
born and raised in Newton and attended Discovery High
School where I graduated in 2014. After high school, I
attended the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill
where I received a bachelor’s degree in Romance
Languages, concentrating in French and Spanish. While at
university, I had the opportunity to spend a semester
studying in Montpellier, France at l’Université Paul Valéry

and a semester in Salamanca Spain where I studied at la
Universidad de Salamanca. While abroad, I was an
assistant in two English classrooms, but this is my first
year teaching both French and Spanish and I am so
excited to have the chance to share my love of languages
with my students. I am looking forward to getting to know
your students and having a great year!

We are happy and ready to continue our long
history of our Hispanic Cultural Family Outreach
Night. We successfully meet on October 11th

FROM THE MATH DEPARTMENT
We are pleased to welcome Ms. Ashley Bandy
to our math department this year. She is a
former valedictorian graduate from N-CHS, who
attended Appalachian State University on the
NC Teaching Fellows Scholarship. We look
forward to having Ms. Bandy as a great addition
to our team.

logarithmic functions to determine the accuracy
of time of death models.

Within the department, Mrs. Holland has
provided some wonderful insight as to what her
classes are doing. First off, her Discrete classes
are exploring graph theory and making real life
connections to planning vacations. Meanwhile,
her Precalculus classes are analyzing crime
scene data and using exponential and

Additionally, all North Carolina math EOC's and
NCFE's are providing a built in calculator into the
testing software. This will allow students to have
access to calculator functions with a more userfriendly approach while testing. Throughout the
semester, students will be gaining exposure to
its uses and working to familiarize themselves
with its capabilities.

Lastly, as an update to the fast approaching
Finals week, Math 3 is now administered as an
End Of Course exam, in addition to that of the
Math 1 EOC that has previously been given.
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FROM THE NJROTC
Newton-Conover NJROTC had a busy first
quarter. We hosted our Annual Field Meet which 18
schools attended. The cadets have already dedicated
over 143 hours of community service to include
campus clean up, The Old Soldier’s Reunion Parade,
Spooktakular and Nursing Home Bingo at Conover
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center. We have
competed in two Academic meets, two Physical
Fitness competitions, three Air Rifle competitions,
two Drill Meet competitions, and performed Color
Guard at every home Varsity Football game this
season and the 125th year of the Chief Petty Officer’s

pinning ceremony for Navy Recruiting District
Raleigh, NC. The cadets also had Lee Industries
Human Resource Manager visit and talk about career
opportunities through their company and application
and interview tips for being competitive in today’s
job market. We also took a campus tour of UNC
Asheville to explore education opportunities
available there. We want to send a special thank you
to all Newton-Conover High School staff and cadet
parents for making this a productive and successful
quarter.

CTE DEPARTMENT
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Photo Recognition
●

Top Row: Thank you Coach Wilkinson for
coordinating our Apprenticeship Catawba Meeting!
● Middle- Left: Construction & Masonry class pouring
concrete.
● Middle - Center & Right: 8th Grade STEM Tour at
Concept Frames & MSC.
● Bottom - Center: Mr. Tillery working on the Who
Am I profile at South Newton.
Bottom - Right: 12th Grade Career Prep Conference at
CVCC.
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Did YOU know?
●
●
●
●
●
●

We have 18 students interested in Apprenticeship
Catawba
We have 30 students enrolled in a
College/Career/Promise (CCP) pathway earning
dual credit this year
81% of HS dropouts said relevant opportunities
would have kept them in HS.
80% who take both Core & CTE classes are better
for college
36% of STEM jobs require postsecondary
credentials that CTE students can obtain at HS
CTE Graduate make between $4K - $19K more
than grads

Important Dates
● Oct. 30th - 5th Grade CTE Roadshow
● 7th - Early Release Day - 12:20-3:30 @NCMS (Please sign up like you did last time in Timekeeper)
● 8th - 10th Grade Extravaganza 7:40-12 @CVCC
14th - Department Mtg. with your program area (on your own

FROM THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
The English department is having a great 1st nine
weeks. Mrs. Gargis and Mrs. Ruff just took their
English IV students, along with Mr. Speer and Mr.
Echerd’s social studies classes, to the renaissance

festival in Huntersville, NC last Thursday, October
25. Seniors enjoyed watching a joust, chewing on
turkey legs, and enjoying the festivities of an
authentic renaissance experience.

Newsletter
The English department will host their bi-annual
Poetry Slam on Thursday and Friday, November 89. This year, all English students are modeling their
poetry presentations after the competitive poetry
club, Poetry Out Loud. Students will select an
accredited poem from a national anthology,
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memorize, and recite their choice of poem. This
year, students will earn the opportunity to compete
among other students at the regional, state, and
possibly national level. The students have embraced
this new challenge and have worked extremely hard
memorizing and mastering these poems.

FROM THE ARTS DEPARTMENT
The Newton-Conover Arts department is proud to
announce an outstanding competition season. Mr. Smith
and our marching band has demonstrated excellence all
season from competition to Friday night football. This
year the Marching Red Devils competed in class 4 and 5A.
They received all Superior ratings and all first place
standings in each category.

Our Drama department has also earned a Superior rating
at this year’s NCTC competition for their performance of
'Our Place'. There were also several Excellence awards for
ensemble and stage management. Congratulations goes
to both departments and their fearless leaders Mr.
Haskew Smith and Mr. David Bozza.

FROM THE SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT
Greetings from the social studies department! We are so
delighted at the progress our students are making during
the first nine weeks of this school year. Students have
been working on vocabulary to prepare for the ACT,
reading comprehension to prepare for the NC final exams,
and building catapults in Coach Hinson’s class to fend off
those pesky villains during the dark ages! We are looking

forward to another great nine weeks as we cover topics
such as the sectionalism between the North and South
during the 1800’s, the Norman Invasion, Functions of the
President in the government, and many more exciting
topics across all four of the courses offered in our
department. Thank you for all the support and Go Red
Devils!
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FROM THE SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

→ Envirothon has started preparing
for the regional competition that will occur in March of
2019. Students have signed up for teams and will
begin studying topics, such as, forestry, soils,
aquatics, wildlife, and current environmental
issues. If anyone has questions about Envirothon,
please see Ms. Goodman in Room 125.

→ Science Olympiad has already begun preparations
for the regional tournament that will occur March
16th, 2019. Students will soon be signing up for
competitive events. If any students (grades 9-11) are
still interested in participating in Science Olympiad,
please see Mrs. McCrary in Room 126.

Sakarri Morrison, Evangelina Blasdel and Levi Davis
are adding water to their “rock” while writing
descriptions.

Lena Huynh and Kevin Coyote-Garcia noting
changes occurring to their “rock” during the
weathering process.

→ Ms. Goodman’s Earth/Environmental Science
class participated in a weathering and erosion lab
last Friday. Students used skittles in place of rocks
and added water to duplicate these processes that
shape our landscape.

Each science teacher hosts
tutoring times on varying days of the week or by
appointment. Please have your student talk with
their teacher if they are in need for additional
assistance with their course work.
Biology CASE 21 Midterms October 22-23
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Foundations of Biology CASE 21 Assessments
November 13-16

South Africa 2018 Operation Wallacea
Research Expedition - Mrs. McCrary and Mr.
Nunley along with 14 students traveled to South
Africa over the summer. Students worked
alongside field biologist within the Dinokeng Game
Reserve for one week studying animal
populations, tracking, and environmental
conditions within the African savanna. The second
week students either SCUBA dived or went
snorkelling along coral reefs within the Sodwana
Bay on the eastern coast of South Africa while
learning about the ecology of marine
environments. This was definitely a valuable
experience for all that participated!
Mrs. McCrary, Mr. Nunley, Faith Bradshaw, Katelin
Bradshaw, Gavin Bryant, Gaby Cantore, Brantley
Durham, Trace Fulbright (DHS), James Gaither,
Spenser Harris, Connor Hice, Kaylee Kanipe, Emilie
Murphy, Kyra Porter, Owen Stegall, Ava Stegall
(DHS)
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All other Science Midterms October 25 or 26
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A MESSAGE FROM THE NURSE

A Message from the School Nurse
Are You Ready to Fight Flu This Season?
Last year was a high severity flu season with recordbreaking levels of influenza illness according to the Center
for Disease Control. While the timing of flu season is
unpredictable, seasonal flu activity often begins in
October & most commonly peaks between December &
February, but can be as late as May. Take three actions to
help fight flu this season.

antiviral drugs can be used to treat flu illness. Antiviral
drugs can make illness milder & shorten the time you are
sick. They may also prevent serious flu complications.

You have the power to fight flu. Get yourself & your
loved ones a flu vaccine today.

Parents
This flu season, protect yourself and your family.

1. Get a flu vaccine. Everyone 6 months & older
should get a flu vaccine. Flu vaccines have been
updated to better match circulation viruses. In
addition, the nasal spray flu vaccine (LAIV) is again
a vaccine option. It takes about two weeks after
vaccination for antibodies to develop in the body
to protect against flu virus infection.
2. Take everyday actions to stop the spread of
germs. Try to avoid close contact with sick
people, & if you become sick, limit your contact
with others. Cover your nose & mouth when you
cough or sneeze with a tissue or your arm. Wash
your hands often.
3. Take antiviral drugs if your doctor prescribes
them. If you get sick with the flu, prescription flu

Everyone in your family who is 6 months of age
and older should get vaccinated for the best protection
against flu.

