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HELLO EMS FAMILIES!
What a great start to the school year! Seeing the smiling faces of your students as you dropped them off
reminded all of us that THEY are why we do what we do! How fabulous for us to be reenergized by their
presence. We appreciate you trusting us with your most precious resource: your children.
Our staff would like to extend a big thanks to all the parents who were patient in our drop off/pick-up
lines, especially on the first day of school. We had patient parents lined up all over the place but every
person greeted us with a smile and a good morning!

JUST A REMINDER
As we navigate the beginning of the school year, please be aware that our traffic patterns are there for
the safety of your children and our staff. Parents are asked to enter the Middle School Drive from
Section St. using the lanes designated with arrows. Use the student drop off area at the Middle School,
DO NOT drop students off in front of the building. This lane is designated for buses only. You may not
see a bus at your drop off time but we occasionally have a late entering bus and this lane MUST BE free
for them. Our bus drivers have extensive training to keep your children safe.
We ask that parents continue to follow the same traffic flow pattern that was laid out during the first
week of school. For student safety, it is imperative that parents not use the main drive in front of the
buildings until after all buses have arrived and completed their student drop off, which is generally
around 7:15. Please remember that buses always have the right of way.

ENROLLMENT FORMS
If you have not filled out your enrollment forms yet, you may download the needed forms from
the district website at: http://www.edwardsburgpublicschools.org/ . If you do not have internet
access, please let the office know and we can send a hard copy home with your student.

CHROMEBOOKS
Chromebooks are scheduled to be handed out Tuesday and Wednesday of this week. If your student
has not returned enrollment forms or has a fine from last year, they will not be able to get their
Chromebooks until that paperwork is turned in and/or the fine paid. We appreciate your cooperation in
getting these forms to us on Monday if you haven’t already.

MIDDLE SCHOOL DROP OFF
Some Do’s for our car rider line:




Do be patient with our staff and other drivers. Everyone’s priority is to keep children safe.
Do follow the procedures outlined above as again, this is for everyone’s safety
Do try to have your children’s lunchbox, backpack, athletic gear and band instrument ready for
them to exit the vehicle. Our drop off line slows down if students have to exit and pull their
materials out of the trunk or the back of the vehicle.



Do pull up as far as possible so that we can unload multiple vehicles at once

DRESS CODE
All students are expected to dress in a manner that contributes to a safe and orderly learning
environment. Personal appearance of students is expected to be neat, clean, modest, and
appropriate to the school environment. Dress or grooming that disrupts the educational
environment or is a threat to safety or health is prohibited. Students who fail to comply with
the following guidelines will be asked to change into appropriate clothing before being allowed
to continue attending classes.


















Foot apparel must be worn.
All shirts and/or blouses must cover a minimum of half of each shoulder and the entire
torso; tops with “spaghetti straps” or “tank tops” are not allowed. Sleeves need to be
hemmed. No cut off sleeves are allowed.
Shorts may be worn from May 1 to October 5.
Shorts and skirts may be no shorter than a hand’s width above the knee. Shorts and
skirts must be hemmed. The acceptable style of shorts are shorts that would be
considered dress slacks or jeans if full length. Athletic/gym shorts or other gym clothes
are not permitted.
When shorts are not allowed during the school year, capris must be long enough to
cover the knee.
Pants must be worn at the waist level. Students must not have their pants sagging
below the waist.
All hats, bandanas, and sweatbands shall be removed upon entering the building.
Sunglasses are to be worn outside only.
All clothing/jewelry shall avoid drug, alcohol, tobacco, sex, obscene, or cult/gang related
print/slogans/designs.
Jackets and coats are to remain in your locker during the school day unless authorized
to be worn by school personnel.
Miniskirts, pajamas/leisure attire, slippers, or garments with holes are not
acceptable. Holes must be patched on the exterior only. Simply wearing something
underneath holes to cover skin is not permitted.
Tight fitting clothing, such as leggings, jeggings (tight jeans without pockets), yoga pants,
and knit skirts are not appropriate for the school setting. Leggings may be worn if
accompanied by the appropriate length skirt.
Only chains viewed as jewelry are permitted.

Fixes for 7 common middle school problems
Going from elementary to middle school is a big change. Here's how you can support your child socially, emotionally, and
academically.
by: GreatSchools Staff

Hormones and changing bodies, locker combinations and changing classes, bullies and
crushes: No wonder some kids have trouble adjusting to middle school! But even the most
flustered kids can succeed when they receive a little extra help at home and school. Here
are seven common issues kids face as they adjust to middle school, along with tips for
addressing them. Remember, your child may try to push you away in middle school, and
that’s developmentally appropriate. Nevertheless, they still need your support socially,
emotionally, and academically.
7 common middle school problems
The problem: The social scene is changing.
The Fix: Compassion.
Leaving the comfort and familiarity of elementary school can be hard for kids. It’s a lot of
change. “Children have usually been at their elementary school for a number of years and
it starts to feel like home,” says Kathy Glass, a former middle school teacher and author.
“Typically, two or more elementary schools feed into a middle school and this can be a
social distraction for a new middle school student.”
Between the influx of new kids and changing classrooms and teachers every 50 minutes,
there’s a lot of insecurity built into middle school, says parenting expert Annie Fox, author
of the Middle School Confidential series [http://www.middleschoolconfidential.com/]. “It’s
not easy to be a sixth grader. The top thing parents can do is to have some compassion
that all of these changes are happening for your child,” Fox says. “Don’t jump on your kid
as soon as they come home,” Fox cautions. Instead, look for “exhausted eyes” and create
opportunities for your child to share. Rather than bombarding your child with questions or
enforcing homework time right away, give your child a break and try to spend time
together where you can have a “side-by-side conversation,” whether you’re taking a walk,
playing a game, or preparing food together. To help your child open up, make an
observation like, “You seemed a little overwhelmed when you got home. What can I do to
help?” When your child does share, react calmly. It’s the best way to get your child to open
up to you now and in the future.

The problem: Your child feels abandoned by friends.
The fix: Ask questions and listen.
“Old friendships might come to an end and new ones develop,” says Glass. Let your child
know that meeting new kids and making new friends is part of the experience and
encourage your child to expand their circle. If your child is meeting new kids, he’s less
likely to worry or feel abandoned when his friends do the same.
“After your child has had a chance to get a read on the new social scene,” Fox says, ask
your child to tell you what the groups at school are like. Ask your child to use paper and
pencil and draw out the groups of friends, close-knit circles, etc. Your child can label them
if he wants: jocks, popular kids, tech nerds, outcasts, she says. As your child gives you a
tutorial, they may share when and by whom they feel abandoned. Talking it through can
help your child process his feelings. And by asking gentle questions, like, “I’m hearing a lot
about Richie. Tell me what you like about being with him,” you’ll be able to offer better
suggestions.
There are two key things to remember, says Fox. First, stay calm. “It’s hard to see your
child unhappy,” Fox says. But you aren’t any help to your child if you overreact, and you
risk your child not opening up in the future. So take deep breaths and remain calm.
Second, let your child take the lead on solving the problem. If you solve it for them, you’ re
sending a message that you don’t think your child is capable. “It’s more powerful to listen
and ask, ‘What might you do tomorrow differently?’”, Fox says. By listening, acting as a
consultant, and giving neutral feedback, you’re showing your child that you care and that
you think your kid has got this.
The problem: Grades start to plummet.
The fix: Find the root of the problem.
One worried parent wrote to GreatSchools.org: “My son received good grades all through
elementary school. When he went into middle school, his grades went down dramatically. I
spoke with the principal, teachers, and counselor. They said that they have seen a lot of
kids slip at this age. How can I help him?”
First off, “If kids aren’t happy socially, their grades are going to suffer,” says Fox. Check in
with your child about the changes they’re experiencing at school. (See above)
Next, help your child get organized. Middle school requires students to be more
independent and organized. “Students move from one classroom to another as opposed to
being in a single class with one teacher. A student may not be comfortable with the variety
of teachers and their different expectations,” says Glass.

Organization is the key to middle school success. Help your child develop a system to keep
track of important papers. If he tends to forget to turn in homework, it might help to get
him a binder with a folder in the front for completed work ready to be turned in and a
folder in the back for papers returned by the teacher.
Make sure your child has — and uses — a planner to keep track of assignments. Some
schools provide these to students, and if not, you might want to work with your PTA or
parent organization to provide planners at your school. Help your child get in the habit of
writing down each daily assignment in each subject and checking it off when it’s complete.
The problem: Homework is overwhelming.
The Fix: Play the (temporary) role of homework monitor.
Even the most focused child needs parental support when the homework load increases,
becomes more difficult, and requires skills he may not have developed yet.
Especially in the beginning, you may need to monitor your child’s homework. Just
remember that it’s her homework, and she has to do it herself in order to learn. You can
help by asking questions that lead her to her own solutions. For example:








What information do you need to do this assignment?
Where are you going to look for it?
Where do you think you should begin?
What do you need to do next?
Can you describe how you’re going to solve this problem?
What have you tried that didn’t work?
What have you tried that did work?
The problem: Your child doesn’t know how to handle big projects.
The fix: Teach time-management skills.
Time management becomes vitally important in middle school. Educators often start
teaching time-management skills to students in fifth grade, but your child will most likely
need reinforcement to make them a habit.
First, make sure your child refers to her planner on a regular basis. Teach her to divide up
her work over the number of days allotted for the assignment. This will create smaller,
manageable subtasks out of the larger, more daunting tasks. Big projects can be hard for
students who are new to the process. Help your child with scheduling the work for her first
few projects. A big research project will seem less overwhelming and will be less likely to
be left until the last minute if it’s done in chunks, each with its own deadline.

Encourage her to estimate how long each assignment will take. She can then plan a
realistic schedule, building in study breaks after the subjects that are the most challenging.
Helping your child keep track of time spent studying — rather than staring at a blank page
— will help her think about how she’s using her time. If she’s spending too much time on a
subject, it might be a signal she needs extra help or tutoring.
The problem: Tests are bigger and cover more material.
The fix: Hone those study skills.
Studying for tests is a skill. For struggling students, it’s a mystery.
“Unsuccessful test takers don’t know where the questions come from,” says Burke. “The
kids who don’t succeed tend to think the others are lucky.” Some tips to remember in
helping your child:







Your student can practice active learning when studying by highlighting his notes,
using Post-its to mark key textbook passages, making study cards, stopping at the end of
each section to mentally recap what he learned, doing self-testing questions at the end of
a section, and mapping and diagramming concepts.
Some students focus better in the morning, others at night. Help your child find the times
that his efforts will be most effective.
Sometimes we just have to memorize. You may have used a mnemonic like Roy G. Biv to
remember the colors of the rainbow (red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, violet).
Inventing your own silly mnemonic together works just as well and can lighten up a study
session.
Studying for tests is easier when you’ve taken good notes.
Problem: Your child finds a teacher difficult.
Fix: Have a face-to-face meeting.
Is there one teacher in particular that your child finds difficult? If so, work on ways to
smooth over the problem areas. Maybe it’s understanding how the teacher give s
homework or what his expectations are. Usually, an email exchange, a phone call, or a visit
after school will clear up misunderstandings between teacher, student, and parent. A
middle school teacher can have as many as 90 to 150 students to interact with each day,
and students need proactive parents to help them understand each teacher’s methods.

ATTENDANCE
We need your child to attend school on a regular basis. Edwardsburg Middle School becomes
concerned about your child’s attendance when he/she misses 2 days of school. When your
child is absent, he/she misses classroom instruction and engaged learning, which provides
support for your child’s education. An absence is defined as not being present in class for more
than 15 minutes. Absences will be considered excused for professional appointments, personal
illness, other serious personal family problems, and family trips at times other than during
semester examinations. Students are required to have a parent or guardian telephone (6631076), email the attendance administrative assistant (jharman@goeddies.com), or bring a note
to the school office, excusing their absence, by 2:00 p.m. on the day following their absence(s).
HAVE A GREAT WEEKEND EVERYONE!!
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