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Dear Parents
The Catholic Church dedicates each month of the year to special devotions. In February,
we celebrate the Holy Family, our school namesake. The Holy Family models for us what
family life should exemplify. It is in family that we find God, and learn how to connect with
God and with others. The family is where love is freely given without self-interest. It is
where we learn to love, to pray and to practice the gift of charity. Pope John Paul II has
said, “The family, more than any other human reality, is the place in which the person is
loved for himself and in which he learns to live the sincere gift of self” (Nov. 27, 2002).
We should ask ourselves if our own families model that of the Holy Family. We need to be
open to God’s grace to value the positive and to accept our mistakes — and to be willing to
rectify them. Parenting is a very challenging responsibility and at times errors are made
despite the best intentions. Recognizing this, children should trust their parents and never
forget that parents want only what is best for them.
Which leads us to what may be the most important family virtue - forgiveness. Living so
intimately within the family nucleus naturally gives rise to unpleasant situations where
someone is apt to be offended. St. Paul knew this when he told us to “bear with and forgive
one another.” The health of our family may depend on how quickly we learn to forgive without harboring feelings of resentment.

No family can thrive and grow without constant work. Even the material details that take
time and effort are essential to keeping the family strong. Everyone has to pull together for
the good of the family — even to the point of putting ahead of our own needs and ambitions the happiness of other family members, setting aside our own selfish desires.
It is also important to pray as a family, especially the holy rosary. Prayer will help us to intensify our closeness with each other and to learn to forgive. It is essential to discover the
relationship between the Eucharist and family life. Pope John Paul II wrote, “In the Eucharistic gift of charity the Christian family finds the foundation and soul of its communion and
its mission” (Letter on the Family, No. 57).
This weekend we look forward to celebrating our blessings at this year’s Let Your Light
Shine Gala. It will be an evening of fun and entertainment with parents and friends of Holy
Family. On Saturday, the silent auction will begin at noon and all families will have the opportunity to bid on these items online. Be sure to check out the school website for further
details on how to access the silent auction. There are some exciting vacations, school related items, beautiful classroom artwork, dinners and sport outings. It will be a beautiful
event.
I am blessed to serve this awesome school community, and your family continues to be in
my prayers.
Yours in Christ,
Mr. Jon Myers
Principal

Important Survey
Dear Members of the AOD Catholic School Community,
As part of our continuing efforts to support school growth across the Archdiocese in alignment with the
Unleash the Gospel pastoral letter (Action Step 3.3C), the AOD Catholic Schools Council and the Office of
Catholic Schools is once again requesting your participation in our school improvement and strategic
planning efforts. This year’s survey is a shortened version of the Catholic Identity Program Effectiveness
Survey, which was developed by the Center for Catholic School Effectiveness (Loyola University, Chicago) to align with the National Catholic Standards and Benchmarks.
We estimate that the survey will take respondents approximately 5-10 minutes to complete. It is our
intent to administer this shortened version of the survey annually in order help school leaders guide and
assess individual school improvement efforts, and in the aggregate help the Office of Catholic Schools
and the Catholic Schools Council more effectively support our schools. As such, these surveys are intended to help ensure that all students are receiving an academically excellent education in a Christcentered environment. To aid these efforts, the data will be collected and analyzed by our university
partners (led by Dr. Anne Morris at Madonna University) and each school will receive a short report
providing summary data related to the four domains of the National Catholic Standards and Benchmarks:
a) Mission and Catholic Identity
b) Governance and Leadership
c) Academic Excellence
d) Operational Vitality
Thank you for your participation in the survey. Following the advice of Blessed Solanus Casey, we thank
God ahead of time for what He is accomplishing in our schools through your efforts.
Ben Pogodzinski, PhD
Catholic Schools Council – chair, Academic Excellence Committee
The Catholic Schools Survey Link

Spotted in the CCSEM newsletter …

Holy Family Regional School Donates to Help
Hispanic & Newcomer Outreach Child Care Program
Did you know our Hispanic & Newcomer Outreach (HNO) Program offers
child care? Many of our clients, especially young mothers, need this help when
taking English as a Second Language (ESL) classes, or to participate in any of our
other programs to help them find employment and become self-sufficient. “We
provide child care in a very positive, caring environment,” said Maria Etienne,
Assistant Director for Hispanic & Newcomer Outreach. She said one of Catholic
Charities’ ESL coordinators has been so impressed with the HNO child care
program that she recommended it as a possible recipient of donations from the
Catholic school her child attends. The school, Holy Family Regional School in
Rochester, raised more than $800 for the HNO program through a fundraising
event. Every Friday, students receive the privilege of a “dress down” day if they
donate $1.00 to the charitable cause of the week.
Thank you Holy Family for your generous donation!
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by Amy McEntee

When I was a small child, I used an ink pen to write my name
on the face of my sister’s doll. When my mother tells the story,
she shares that I never denied the act. It was, after all, my name.
A couple of hours passed, however, before I acknowledged my
wrongdoing and asked for forgiveness. I remember crying during
those hours, as I struggled with knowing I was wrong and not
wanting to admit it.
I have often shared this story with children and families preparing
for the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation. My mother’s love
and patience mirrored that of God. God lovingly and patiently waits
for us to confess our shortcomings and be reconciled. Like most
children, I received my first experiences of God’s love through my
family. Today, this lesson of love and forgiveness may result from a
child sneaking to play a video game for a few more minutes or an
adolescent spending hundreds of dollars in the app store.
In Scripture, Jesus often used stories of daily living to reveal
attributes of God. The parable that describes how a woman lights
a lamp and sweeps the house to find a lost coin illustrates Jesus’
concern for those who are lost (see Luke 15:8-10). In liturgy, the
ordinary items of bread and wine extraordinarily become the Body
and Blood of Christ. Catechetical ministry often involves pointing
to the ways in which the tasks and objects of daily living continue
to reveal the divine reality.
The routines and challenges of family living have changed
and continue to change rapidly. The ways in which Catholic
communities support families must also adapt to these changes.
How do our catechetical efforts assist families in recognizing
and acknowledging God in the big and small moments of their
daily lives? How can our resources and programs aid parents and
grandparents in connecting discipline with discipleship, bath time
with Baptism, and routine with ritual? The questions are not new,
but the responses can be as diverse as the families being served.
In my short time at RCL Benziger, I have seen the great care and
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consideration that is given to these questions as products and
resources are developed.
Our Family Faith is RCL Benziger’s ongoing commitment to
providing innovative and effective resources that recognize the
diverse needs of families and Catholic communities, and are
adaptable to faith formation models based in homes, parishes, or
schools. These resources support both Christian communities and
families in forming disciples by promoting faith formation within
family living, revealing the ever-present divine reality through
ever-changing daily living. Whether navigating the perils of a
ballpoint pen or a mobile device, may we continue to accompany
one another in growing in faith where we live, learn, and pray.
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A Prayer for Families
Lord, God, from you every family in Heaven and on Earth
takes its name.
You are the source of love and life.
Through your Son, Jesus Christ, born of woman,
and through the Holy Spirit,
grant that every family on Earth may become
for each successive generation
a true shrine of life and love.
Grant that your grace may guide the thoughts and actions
of those entrusted with the care of children,
for the good of their families and of all families in the world.
Grant that love, strengthened by the grace of the Sacraments,
may prove mightier than all the weakness and trials
through which our families sometimes pass.
Through the intercession of the Holy Family of Nazareth,
grant that the Church may fruitfully carry out
her worldwide mission
in the family and through the family.
We ask this of you,
who are life, truth, and love,
with the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Based on Prayer for Families
Pope Saint John Paul II
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Thank You!
The Enrollment Committee extends heartfelt appreciation to all the
parents, faculty, staff & students who helped us to make our

Open House
a great success!
Special thanks to the North Campus Faculty, Staff and Assistants
for preparing your classrooms and welcoming our visitors.
Thanks to the Parents, Holy Family Students, and Holy Family Alumni,
who served as tour guides and greeters.
Thanks to Advancement, Athletics, Campus Ministry, Counseling, 8th Grade Players,
Extended Day Care, Dads’ Club, Hot Lunch, NJHS, PTG, Special Services,
South Campus Faculty and Student Council for being a part of the Open House.
Thank you to our Priests for their continued support:
Msgr. Mike, Fr. Stan, Fr. Brian, Fr. Mike and Fr. Cavellier
Thank you to the teachers and families who represented our school
at our supporting parishes and surrounding parishes.

Thanks to everyone who stuffed bulletins,
distributed flyers to preschools and
displayed a yard sign promoting the Open House.
Thank you to our Administration and Administrative Team:
Mr. Myers, Mrs. Vandercruyssen, and Mrs. Hondzinski
Thanks to our School Board Members who took the time to help where needed:
Laura Benedict, Jason LeRoy and Lacey Salerno

With sincere gratitude,
The Enrollment Committee
A very special thank you to the Enrollment Committee
for taking a leadership role in the Open House:
Polly Fernandez, Patrizia Jesue, Angela Seip, and Lisa Vandervord!
WE COULD NOT HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU!!
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Thank you!!
Laura Benedict, Kate Fitzpatrick, Andrea Brook,
Michelle Hicks and Susan Beach for planning the
Cultural, Art and Science Event.
Renee Sorgi and Melissa Keen for planning
Family Fun Night

Announcements
Daddy Daughter Dance

UPCOMING EVENTS
UPCOMING EVENTS
•

2/12 PTG General
meeting, NC 9 am

•

Volunteers are needed for the 2019-2020 School
year. We are looking for a Co President, Secretary
and a Treasurer for the PTG Board. If interested
contact any board member.

2018-2019 PTG Executive Board
Tara Haener, Co-President
Erin Malick, Co-President
Jessica Cossette, Vice President Jaclyn Swanson, Treasurer
Renee Smith, Secretary

Other news…
SCRIP Dates
2/11 Scrip orders due
2/14 Scrip orders distributed

"In this life we cannot do great things. We
can only do small things with great love"
Mother Teresa

PTG Website

Subscribe to the PTG web page
for the most current information and calendar.

http://www.holyfam.org/apps/pages/PTG
Also check for upcoming VIP signups for PTG and other school events!
Notices for event publications or for FOFTY items should be sent to Renee
Smith, Secretary at smithr2679@gmail.com. 1-2 day advance notice.
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