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Eagles 4H participate in Livestock Show
by Bifeng Xiao
Staff Writer

4H Members at Presbyterian Pan American
School participated in
the Kleberg-Kennedy
County Junior Livestock Show held at
Dick Kleberg Park
this past February.
The show consists
of an exhibition of
rabbits, pigs, horses,
lambs, steers, goats,
and chickens, where
the student in charge
of the animal have five
minutes to present it.
The show classifies all
participants into different ranges and divisions. This year, 4H
members have made a
mark in the show placing themselves in high
ranks such as the Grand
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PPAS Eagles 4H participated in the Klebeg-Kenedy
County Junior Livestock Show.

Breed Champion made
by Senior Daniela
Lara, and Reserved
Breed Champion made
by Seniors Christian
Peña and Julio Galvan.
Furthermore, the animals are product of
six months of hard

work and meticulous
care. In fact, in order to participate in
this show, the animals
must weigh at least 60
pounds and be validated. On the other hand,
the students must also
pass all their classes.

Besides all the challenges, participants often find the event fulfilling and significant.
“I have never gone
there, and when I
got the chance, it
was different,” 4H
Manager,
Samantha Gonzalez said.
In fact, many students are willing to
do it again next year.
“I would if I could,
but since I am a senior
I cannot,” said Senior Angelita Mireles.
Additionally,
students and teachers are
expecting no changes but continuality.
“It’s a really good
program,”
said
Niki Tijerina, sponsor of the PPAS
4H Eagles Club.

Students attend Mo-Ranch Assembly
by Biyun Yuan

Staff Writer

Thirty-four Presbyterian
Pan American School
students had the opportunity to attend Presbyterian Mo-Ranch Assembly (referred to as
Mo-Ranch), a place that
offers overnight stays
to enjoy some of its offered activities, on the
weekend of February
22, 2019. It is an activity
organized by the school
yearly, selecting around
thirty to forty students
to provide them an experience that strengthens
their
integrity.
The trip started on
Friday, February 21.
Many of the students
faced their fears. MoRanch presented stu-

34 students attended Mo-Ranch Assembly Feb. 22-24.

dents and sponsors activities that challenge
themselves, said Senior Alondra Gutierrez.
“Even though I am not
acrophobic, some attractions looked so dangerous and challenging.”

In the Mo-pole, students
had to jump from a high
trunk. They had to trust
that whoever was managing the ropes linked
to the harnesses, could
guarantee their safety.
Anna Mireles, nurse and

sponsor of the activity, said that she liked
to see students pushing
themselves more than
they usually would to
face their obstacles.
“It was good to see
them working together
because they tend to
stick in their own groups
at school, but there they
were forced to work as
a team,” Mireles said.
The activity integrated students better, for
they had time to know
each other outside of
school; just like s tudent
Naomi Arenas said, “I
had a great time, and
I got to know some of
my classmates better.”
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Seniors place in
Essay
Contest
by Daniela Lara
Staff Writer
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Seniors Rogelio Martinez (l) and Priscila Escamilla
placed first and second in this year’s Soil and Water
Conservation Essay Contest.

Presbyterian
Pan
American
School’s (PPAS)
Senior Priscila Escamilla won 1st
place and Rogelio Martinez 2nd
in an essay contest, sponsored by
Kleberg-Kennedy
County Soil and
Water Conservation District. Students had to write
an essay about the
importance of water and soil conservation around
the world. All the
students submitted their essays to
be judged by the
teacher, but only
ten were sent to
the
competition.
“I was really excited when they
told me I won first
place because I
didn’t expect that,”
Escamilla
said.

Escamilla competed against 415
essays from Kleberg and Kennedy
County.
“I think it’s a great
experience
and
opportunity
for
students to participate in this essay
contest because it
allows them to see
how they can help
our environment,”
said Tijerina, Science
Teacher.
To give the wining
students recognition, Kleberg Kennedy County Soil
and Water Conservation District
hosted a dinner
for the students on
February 12, 2019
at the K.C. Hall.
“It was a really good experience to participate
in this contest,”
Martinez
said.

Track & Field Eagles baseball plays first
season begins game against Brahmas
Arminda Ibarra
by

Staff Writer

On February 28, 2019,
the track and field meet
took place in Banquete,
where Presbyterian Pan
American School (PPAS)
competed against approximately five more
schools. PPAS won second place in the mile
relays, and Omar Ortiz,
(Senior) won first place
in 300 meters hurdles.
“The chances of winning depend only on the
amount of effort you
put in to it,” said Senior Rogelio Martinez.
They prepared themselves by practicing
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The Track & Field team competed at Banquete High School.

five hours a week, and
especially on Wednesdays, since it is the day
they practice at Texas A&M UniversityKingsville
(TAMUK).
“It is a good way to
practice and get better
for the next meet,” said
Senior Camila Arjona.
Barbara Cano, Junior,

track member, likes
to practice more at
TAMUK, since it is where
they practice harder.
“Our team is relatively
inexperienced but talented, so I’m very excited to see what the rest
of the season will bring,”
said Coach Reili Cantu

Magic nights of the Champions
League are back
by Rodrigo Chapa

Page Editor

The “magic” European nights of good
football are back.
The UEFA Champions League is back
with the round of 16
matches, the teams
that are still in the
way to take a place
in the Champions
League final in the
new Wanda Metropolitano stadium of
the Atletico de Madrid on June 1, 2019.
The opening matches for the first leg
were on February
12 by Roma vs Porto and Manchester
United vs Paris Saint
Germain with a win

of the team from
Roma by a score, 2-1
and loss for the United with an intelligent
game played by the
French team winning
with the score of, 2-0.
The other matches
were Schalke 04 vs
Manchester
City
with a victory for
the citizens, 2-3, Atletico de Madrid vs
Juventus with a victory, 2-0 for the local team, Tottenham
Hotspur vs Borussia Dortmund with
a broad win by the
locals, 3-0, a 0-0 for
the games Lyon vs
Barcelona and Liverpool vs Bayern Munich and a win for the

Real Madid playing in
the field of the Ajax.
The game of the first
leg was Atletico de
Madrid vs Juventus.
It was a tough and a
hard game for both
with excellent players for each sides but,
Atletico was better
in their field scoring at the 78 min and
the 83, leaving Cristiano Ronaldo’s team
with a hard mission
to do in their house
in the second leg.
The
second
leg
games were played
on March 5 – March
12, giving it continuation
to
the
quarter final games.
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PPAS Baseball started their season with a game against H.M. King.

by Mayra Galvan

Page Editor

Baseball season has started
and Presbyterian Pan American
School
(PPAS) had a
game on Friday,
February
22,
against
H.M.
King
Varsity
and the score
ended, 0-9, with
Eagles losing.
“Don’t think
too
much
about your moments, just let
your body do
it for you,”
said
Senior
Julio Galvan.

PPAS Eagles
will have a total
of ten games.
Five of them are
home
games.
“Even
on
rainy,
cold,
windy, and hot
days we practice this beautiful sport,” said
Oscar
Bugarin,
18-yearold
senior.
Esteban Gonzalez said the
players practice
every day to be
better. And they
work with the
ball to progress on their
batting
and

catching skills.
“Defensively
we played well.
With more practicing,
pitching and hitting,
our offense will
improve,” said
Hardy
Robertson,
head
baseball coach.
The next game
for the baseball
team is on April
1 against
La
Villa at home.

FEATURES & OPINION

PPAS promotes literacy in the classroom
by Almi Cabanzo

Staff Writer

English II sophomores at
Presbyterian Pan American School (PPAS) participated in different activities
for Read Across America
week, in order to enhance
reading and interpretation
skills, apart from celebrating Dr. Seuss´ birthday.
“Read Across America is
a way in which every child
in the different communities throughout America
gets to expand their imagination as they read, also
it is a way to celebrate Dr.
Seuss´ birthday on March
2,” said Niki Tijerina, English II teacher at PPAS.
In this way, the Sopho-

From left, English II students dressed in their Dr. Seuss Shirts and Charlotte’s Web diorama projects made by English II students.

more English II class participated in different activities
throughout the week to commemorate and celebrate his
birthday in a different and
creative way, Tijerina said.
All PPAS students were
also encouraged to wear a

Dr. Seuss shirt on March 7.
It wouldn’t be the first time
that these classes do several
assignments for a book they
read before. In fact, they already participated in a similar activity for their winter
reading book, Charlotte´s

NHS members named
Student of the Month
dent of the month for
by Mayra Galvan

Page Editor

The student of the
month for January
at Presbyterian Pan
American
School
(PPAS) is Omar Ortiz.
Ortiz is from Mexico City. He is 17
years old and came
to PPAS in 2016.
“I am honored and
I will give my best
to support my fellow
classmates in everything I can,” Ortiz said.
He wants to study
mechanical engineering and will go to
Schreiner
University after graduating.
The
extracurricular
activities he has been
involved in are soccer,
basketball, cross country
and track and is a member of the association
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Seniors Omar Ortiz (L)
and Hope Shobha.

National Honor Society
(NHS), student council,
campus ministry, praise
team, choir and 4-H.
“All the subjects I
take have something
that makes them important, as well as the
teacher. Each one has a
quality that has helped
me grow,” Ortiz said.
Hope Shoba, 18-yearold senior, has been
chosen as the stu-

February at PPAS.
She is from Kenya, Africa and became a student of PPAS in 2015.
“I am grateful for the
school for believing in
me and choosing me
as the student of the
month,” Shoba said.
She participates in
many
extracurricular activities including basketball, campus ministry, student
council,
ambassador,
social committee and
peer support and also
she is a NHS member.
“I feel lucky to get that
opportunity since it’s not
easy to be a student of
the month,” Shoba said.
After graduating, she
wants to study nursing at Texas A&M
University-Corpus.

Web; For instance, students
were assigned to recreate
their favorite scene in a creative 3D way and include
different story elements to
later explain it to the class,
said 16 year-old Sophomore Joseph Castillo.

“I learned to use different types of materials to
create something nice and
creative,” said 15-year
old Sophomore Valentina
Hernandez. “It was also a
fun way to use my creativity for a project like this.”

The Sophomore class
continued to do several assignments to show the importance of Dr. Seuss’ birthday during the week, such
as class readings, poems,
and group assignments.
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Unleash your inner
artist with shoes
by Triana Esponda

Staff Writer

In Rebecca Perkins’
Reading II class, she
assigned her students
to look for a book
based on a theme
she chose and then
students had to decorate a pair of shoes.
”Express yourself
and unleash your inner artist by painting,” said Sophomore Elim Lee about
the
assignment.
“The purpose of
this assignment is to
get students thinking
about reading more.
It’s about understanding how everyone has
their own perspec-
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Reading students express themselves with paint and
shoes.

tive,” Perkins said.
With this, students
are able to know about
theme and reading,
and how theme plays
an important role in
storytelling, how it
affects what the character does or how
it behaves and how
they unfold in the
story, Perkins said.

Sophomore Arquimedes Martinez said
that this assignment
is, “A complex project, with many steps
and its detailed.”
Martinez’s project
was about “change,”
which he did based
on the book The
Land of Courage.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Pan Am choir
performs in
town
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Hyebin Lee (L) and Yebin Oh (R) with a church member.

by Ismael Trujillo

Staff Writer

On February 24,
2019,
Presbyterian Pan American School (PPAS)
Choir
attended
First
Christian
Church in Kingsville to perform
“Unbroken Praise”
and “In the Valley Flows a River.”
After a quick drive,
choir arrived to the
church, where they
would practice for
the
performance.
When
the
service started, several other groups
also
performed
such as children
groups performed
duets and solos.
“It is awesome
to sing in front of
many people and go
to different churches,” said 16-year
–old Junior Jonathan
Velazquez.
After some musical numbers and

the sermon, the
choir
performed.
17-year –old Senior David Araujo
said that choir had a
great performance,
fulfilling the expectations
due
to the hard work
in the practices.
Just after the service ended, choir
was offered a meal
so that they could
interact with the
congregation of the
church. After about
an hour of service, the choir left.
“I wish we could
have
taken
the
whole choir group
that way we could
have sounded a lot
better,” said Choir
Director Joe Garcia.
The next Choir
trip is going to be
March 23 performing at 1st Presbyterian
Church
in
Rockwall.

Students attend Step Afrika at TAMUK
by Adelite Hategeka

Staff Writer

Reili Cantu, a coach
at Presbyterian Pan
American
School
(PPAS), took track and
field members as well
as African students to
the Texas A&M University-Kingsville’s
(TAMUK)
dance
show starring Step
Afrika, on February
25. Originally from
Washington DC, Step
Afrika is one of the
best African American
dance companies devoted to the tradition
of stepping, according to stepafrika.org.
18-year-old
Junior
Prince Byamungu said
he enjoyed watching
the show for it was
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.

culturally enriching.
Two of PPAS students
got on stage with the
Step Afrika dancers
including Byamungu.
He felt proud to be on
stage with the danc-

ers for he was representing not only his
school, but his continent as well, he said.
“I was feeling nervous
and excited at the same
time,” Byamungu said.

Besides, the dance
moves were nothing like he had ever
seen before, and he
would like to learn
some of them, he said.
Additionally, Sophomore Jesus Pardo, who
also went on stage,
said the show was simply amazing. He said
the dance moves were
unique and impressing.
“It was really exciting. I was nervous at
first, but it eventually faded away. And
I had fun,” Pardo said.
Cantu said she is simply glad that the students had a great time.
“I loved watching
the students’ excitement,” Cantu said.

Mexico
leaves mark at theforOscars
best picture
by: Rodrigo Chapa
Page Editor

The 91st Academy Awards ceremony was celebrated on February
24, 2019 presented
by the Academy
of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences
(AMPAS), honoring the best films
of 2018. It took
place at the Dolby
Theatre in Hollywood, Los Angeles, California.
There were 24
categories for the
night
including
Best picture, Best
director, Best actor
and actress, Best
Animated picture
and many more.
The movies with
more nominations
were Roma by the
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Roma received several nominations at the 2019 91st
Academy Awards (Oscars).

Mexican Alfonso
Cuaron and The
Favorite by the
Greek Yorgos Lanthimos with ten
followed by Vice
and A Star Is Born.
The surprise of
the night was that
Green Book, by Peter Farrely, won for

best picture when
the general public was giving the
award to the movie
Roma. This decision by the academy caused controversy because the
betting houses have
Roma in first place
to take the award

and Green Books
in fourth place.
Again this year,
Mexico steals the
night with Alfonso Cuarons movie
Roma, where he
portrays the story
of a maid in Mexico City in the 70s.
Roma takes three
Oscars in the categories of best foreign picture, Best
Director and Best
Cinematography.
This is the fifth
Oscar for best director to a Mexican in a period of
six years (Cuaron
in 2013, Inarritu
in 2015, 2017 and
Del Toro in 2018).
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