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Gardners Families, 

 

Welcome to our 2019-2020 school year! 

It is a tremendous pleasure to be working alongside you and your students this 

school year.   I have always had a love of learning and enjoyed being a student - 

elementary school was my favorite!  Our School Motto is, Students First, and the 

lengthy history of academic successes at Gardners speaks volumes of the 

dedication, passion, and love our staff members have for each student in our care. 

We will continue to put the needs of our students at the forefront of all decisions we 

make, and the initiatives we focus on, in order to continuously take our teaching 

and student learning to the highest level possible.  

Again this school year, you will have the opportunity to work & collaborate with the 

best elementary school staff in Wilson County!  As an educational team, we are 

committed to providing each child who crosses the threshold of our school, the 

opportunity to have an equal playing field when it comes to their education, their 

character development, and their overall personal development - education really is 

one of the great equalizers.  We want each of our students to ultimately have many 

personal & professional choices in life.  It is our love and passion for children, who 

are our most important customers, which truly has brought us together to become 

better at what we do each and every day for our very special Cubs! 

Additionally, our parents and families are an important part of the many successes 

we have experienced at Gardners. We will continue to need you working alongside 

each of our teachers and staff members to ensure your student has an incredible 

learning experience while in our learning community at Gardners.  

I am deeply appreciative of your partnership and the trust you place in us to work 

with your children across this school year!  

 

 

Happy Learning, 

Cheryl Baggett 
Cheryl Baggett 

Principal  

 
  
 

          
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 Gardners Elementary School 
Mission Statement 

The mission of Gardners Elementary School is to provide positive educational experiences that 
enable all students to achieve maximum potential and become responsible, contributing members 

of society, and lifelong learners. 
 

School Contact Information: 
Principal: Cheryl Baggett 
Secretary: Lashon Lucas 

School Counselor: Danielle Boyette 
Data Manager: Barbara Johnson 

 
Phone #: (252) 399-7920 
Fax #: (252) 399-7895 
Cafeteria: (252) 399-7920 

 
 
 

Vision Statement 
 

Every Student, Every Day! 
 
 

Our Beliefs: 
● We believe every student can grow academically and personally. 
● We believe partnerships with family and community are critical to our studentsô success. 
● We believe in supporting the development of the whole child. 
● We believe students should be innovative problem solvers in order to be career and 

college ready. 
● We believe in offering a nurturing, safe, and rigorous learning environment. 
● We believe we can inspire students to be lifelong learners and future leaders. 

 
School Motto: 

 
Students First! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Daily Schedule 

 
7:30 a.m. - School opens (building access not earlier than 7:30 am due to 
supervision schedule). 
7:30 ï Students report to class 
7:30 ï Staff on duty/teachers in classrooms 
7:30 ï Breakfast [classrooms] 
7:55 a.m. ï Tardy Bell [sign in at Main Office] 
                    Announcements 
8:00 a.m. - Instruction begins  
3:00 p.m. ï Dismissal 
 
 

Delayed School Start Schedules 
 

One Hour Delay:  
8:30: School opens [no breakfast]; Students report to classrooms 
9:00: Instruction begins 
 
Two-Hour Delay:  
9:30: School opens [no breakfast]; Students report to classrooms 
10:00: Instruction begins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) 

 
 

A note from your President: 
 
As your 2019-2020 PTO President, I want this year to be a great success for all of our Gardnersô Cubs. 
Gardners is such an excellent school because of the staff and volunteers like you, who help in the 
classrooms or with school fundraisers.  

  
Please continue to support our children and help make their Gardners Elementary year a GREAT 
foundation for their FUTURE. 

Mrs. Heather Harwood (252-292-0720)  
 

        PTO OFFICERS 
              President: Heather Harwood  
              Vice President: Amber Webb 

              Secretary: Lashon Lucas 
              Treasurer: Dawn Edmondson 

              Volunteer Coordinator: Amy Bass 
 
PTO BOARD MEETINGS 
 

● PTO members and volunteers are needed 
● Meetings held each month: exact dates will be announced 

 
 
School PTO Classroom Representatives work with the PTO in planning events and coordinating the activities for 
the PTO.  They attend all Board Meetings and communicate to their childôs homeroom teacher and parent 
information from the PTO. 
 

A VOLUNTEER is . . . 
 

A Very important part of the school. 
SomeOne who spends one on one time with Children. 
Someone doing Little things that make a difference. 

An Understanding individual. 
Getting things done when Needed. 

Thoughtful. 
Always Eager to help. 

Energetic. 
A Role model. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Volunteering at Gardners 

 
Our school is always looking for volunteers.  It is a great way to get involved and support our school 
initiatives.  All volunteers must be approved through the WCS Volunteer Tracker process (information 
listed below).  Please contact your childôs teacher or our front office to find out more information 
about volunteering. See WCS Board Policy 5015 Volunteers in the WCS Board Policies section of our 
handbook. 

 
 
 

WCS VOLUNTEER TRACKER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A new automated volunteer management program called Volunteer Tracker was implemented           
in Wilson County Schools (WCS) the 2015-2016 school year.  Volunteers are able to select schools where              
they wish to serve. Volunteers are also able to identify activities that they would like to participate in when                   
volunteering. You are able to log the number of hours that you serve as a volunteer. Volunteers spend an                   
overwhelming number of hours volunteering in the schools. Using the Log My Time feature in Volunteer                
Tracker, you will be amazed at the number of hours that you contribute to schools. Even though you may                   
have been volunteering for years in Wilson County Schools, we want you to register in the Wilson County              
Schools Volunteer Tracker!  Let’s get registered today!  
Volunteers can complete a volunteer application by following the link below:  
 
https://appgarden6.app-garden.com/VolTrackNC980.nsf  
 
The first time you access the system you will need to click on the registration link to register your email                    
address and create a password. You will receive an email confirming your email address. Then, go to                 
your email and click on the link in the email to access the registration page. Once the application is                   
submitted, you will receive an email that the application is submitted.  Background checks will be initiated                
if needed based on the activity level selected.  An email will notify the volunteers when they are approved.  
 
Thank you for volunteering in Wilson County Schools!  You contributions are invaluable! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://appgarden6.app-garden.com/VolTrackNC980.nsf
https://appgarden6.app-garden.com/VolTrackNC980.nsf


 

A                                                 
 

Absences 
Students must bring a note to the school office signed by the parent or guardian giving the reason for the absence.  A 
doctorôs note is required when absence is due to medical appointments.  

● Notes must be presented within two days of the studentôs return to school 
● Failure to comply will result in the absence or tardy being recorded as unexcused  

Excused Absences: 
Illness, death in the immediate family, participation in a religious event or a valid educational opportunity with prior 
approval by the principal.  (See WCS Attendance Policies in ñWCS Board Policiesò section of this handbook) 

 
Accidents 
Whenever a child is ill or injured, the parents/guardians are notified immediately. An accident report is filed when 
injured.  It is imperative that you keep your childôs emergency numbers and contacts up to date.  
  
Address/Phone Number Change 
Notify the office immediately if you move or change your address. All mailings and telephone messages use the 
information in our database.  Complete a new address verification form for your childôs record. 
 
Address Verification 
Each student is expected to complete the address verification process each school year. Specific documents are 
outlined in WCS Policy 4251 that may be used to verify an address.  An address verification form is available in our 
school office.  (See WCS Address Verification Policy in ñWCS Board Policiesò section of this handbook) 
 
After School Care 
Gardners offers an After School Care program which operates from 3:00- 6:00 p.m. on regular school days and all 
day on Teacher Workdays; drop in services are also available.  The program is located  in the school cafeteria. 
Applications are available in the school office.  Call (252) 399-7714 for more information. 
 
AIG 
AIG (Academically & Intellectually Gifted) is a program for students who are identified through special testing, 
academic performance and teacher observation.  Our AIG Teacher can answer any questions you may have. 
 
Arrival 

● Students may enter the school building at 7:30 am. 
● Car rider students enter from the Gardners School Road parking area; students must remain in cars until 

able to enter the building at 7:30 am. 
● Bus rider students enter at the front of the school through the Main Office doors.  

  
Please note:  The Bus Rider area is closed to passenger vehicles between 2:50 and 3:15 daily to ensure safety for 

our students. 
  
Attendance 
ñTo be counted present, students must be in attendance 1ù2 of the student school dayò Remember, if your child has a 
doctorôs appointment, he may attend school until time to leave for the appointment and then return with a doctorôs 
note so that he may be counted both present and on time.  Our attendance goal is 100% every day!   (See WCS 
Attendance Policies in ñWCS Board Policiesò section of this handbook) 
  

 

 



 

B                                              
Book Bags 
Please check your childôs book bag each day for assignments, announcements from our school, and other important 
information.  Book bags should be used to transport school supplies only.  Any items (toys, electronics, etc.) that 
disrupt the classroom will be confiscated and returned to the parent or guardian.  
 
Books 
Damage fees are required to be paid by the student for damaged books.  Contact either the school principal, 
studentôs teacher, or the media coordinator. 
 
Book Fairs 
The PTO sponsors Book Fairs in partnership with our media coordinator.  The dates for our Book Fairs will be 
announced and posted at school. 
 
Breakfast 
Breakfast is served from 7:30 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. in our classrooms.  If you have any questions call Gardners cafeteria 
manager at 399-7920 or the Wilson County Child Nutrition office at 399-7849.  Look for more information about 
WCS Child Nutrition program in the ñAdditional Informationò section of this handbook. 
 
Bus Riders AND Changes in Transportation Requests 
Students who live at least 1.5 miles from school have the privilege to ride a school bus.  Wilson County Schools 
Transportation Department plans all bus routes.  For student safety and liability, children may not get off the bus at 
any stop other than their own. Additionally, students will only be allowed to ride the bus which they are assigned; 
students may not ride a bus to visit/stay with a friend.  If you have questions or concerns please call the school. 
Students require a written, signed, and dated note from a parent to change their method of transportation from 
school. We do not accept phone calls for changes in transportation. A parent/guardian may also stop by our front 
office in the morning to make a change in transportation.  
  

C 
Cafeteria 
Free breakfast and lunch is available to every student K-5.  Under the Food and Nutrition BIC Program 
[Breakfast in Classrooms], breakfast will be served in the classrooms starting at 7:30 a.m.  Please ensure that your 
child arrives on time and in time to be served these nutritional meals at no cost.  Learn more about our cafeteria & 
child nutrition programs in the ñAdditional Informationò section. 
  
Calendars 
We communicate ongoing information, new events, additional information, etc. to our families through the use of 
Class Dojo, our weekly parent phone message, our school website (parent phone message scripts are posted), and 
our Facebook page.  The WCS Student/Staff Calendar can be accessed by clicking on this Link. 
 
Car Riders AND Change in Transportation Requests 
Car riders are to be dropped off and picked up on the Gardners School side of the building.  We have bus traffic in 
our front driveway each morning and car traffic is not permitted at the front of the building before 7:55 each day. 
Students require a written, signed, and dated note from a parent to change their method of transportation from 
school. We do not accept phone calls for changes in transportation.  A parent/guardian may also stop by our 
front office in the morning to make a change in transportation.  
 
  
 

 
 

https://4.files.edl.io/f95e/07/03/19/123349-ab86fd99-c503-4d29-9ec0-9fdaa4367b4f.pdf


 

Checking Students Out 
If you consider checking your child out prior to the end of the school day, please know that it will show on their 
attendance record as a Tardy.  If you decide to sign your child out of school, please do so by 2:45 p.m. to ensure the 
safety of our students as they board the buses in the bus parking area. (See WCS Attendance Policies in ñWCS 
Board Policiesò section of this handbook) 
 
 

                                                                    
Computers 
Computers are available in every classroom and in Technology Lab.  Students in 3rd, 4th & 5th grades will have 
access to a Chromebook during the school day.  Also, all students participate in a technology class at least once a 
week.  At other times, students attend the computer labs for additional instruction with their class.  All students must 
turn in completed and signed technology paperwork (AUPs) prior to using technology resources at school.  (See the 
WCS Acceptable Use Policy 5451 in the ñWCS Board Policiesò section of this handbook).   
 
Counseling Center 
Our counseling program includes classroom, group and individual counseling.  Our school counselor coordinates 
our state testing program, school-wide programs for academic & character education and our Student Government 
Association (SGA) activities.  
 
Cumulative Folders 
Parents may view their childôs cumulative folder with our data manager, classroom teacher, counselor or principal. 
 
 

D 
Data Manager- Student Information 
Our Data Manager is at Gardners on Tuesdays & Thursdays from 7:30 am to 4:00 pm; should you have any 
questions on student enrollment documents or information please call our school. 
  

 
Discipline 
Discipline is managed school-wide through our PBIS and Stoplight programs and by adhering to the expectations of 
WCS Student Conduct & Discipline Policy 6400.  Our Bus Discipline Policy addresses behavior expectations for 
students on the bus. Every step must be taken to ensure the safety of every child who rides a bus.  Failure to follow 
bus procedures can result in the loss of bus privileges; riding a school bus is a privilege not a requirement. (See 
WCS Policy 6400 in ñWCS Board Policiesò section of this handbook) 
 
 
Dismissal 
Dismissal is 3:00 p.m. for bus students & car riders.  All students should be picked up by 3:15. If students are left 
consistently after 3:15, they may be placed in our After School Care program in the cafeteria.  There is a $10.00 
daily charge for this service. 
 
Dress Code 
Students will follow the dress code expectations as outlined in the WCS Policy 6401, Student Dress and 
Appearance.  (See WCS Policy 6401 in ñWCS Board Policiesò section of this handbook). 

                                                                          



 

E 
Electronics 
Students are not allowed to bring ipods, cell phones or other electronic items that may cause a disruption in the 
classroom.  These items will be confiscated and returned only to parents.   (See WCS Wireless Communication 
Policy 6403 in ñWCS Board Policiesò section of this handbook). 
 
Email 
You are able to email your childôs teacher(s) and all school staff by accessing the WCS website @ 
www.wilsonschoolsnc.net and selecting the link for Gardners in the ñSchoolsò tab. 
 
Emergencies 
Our Superintendent makes decisions for delays in the start of school and emergency closings. All WCS Inclement 
Weather or emergency closings are communicated through parent phone calls, the WCS Facebook page and Twitter.  

                                                                    
 
English Learners (EL) 
This program works with students whose first language is not English. A certified language specialist works with 
and leads instruction for these students on a weekly schedule. 
  
EOGôS 
This is the acronym for the North Carolina End-of-Grade tests.  Students in the third, fourth and fifth grades 
participate in EOG testing at the end of the school year.  EOG testing is a part of the promotion standards for 
students and the measurement NC uses for student, teacher, and school growth. 

 
F 

 
Field Trips 
Field trips are provided to students as educational enhancements and must comply with district expectations. All 
students must submit a field trip permission form signed by the parent or legal guardian in order to participate. 
Teachers will communicate all necessary field trip information well in advance of the event.  (See WCS School 
Sponsored and Non-School Sponsored Trips Policy 5430 in ñWCS Board Policiesò section of this handbook). 
 
Fire Drills 
Fire drills are held each school month.  When the alarm sounds, staff and students are expected to follow all 
procedures for fire drills.  Orderly conduct is expected to ensure safety and a timely exit from our building. 

                                                                     
  
Fundraisers 
Gardners School and our PTO will hold fundraisers across our school year to increase resources available to our 
students and school.  Please support our students, teachers, and school by participating in these activities.  

 
 
 

G 

 

http://www.wilsonschoolsnc.net/


 

Grades 
Grades are averaged twice each nine weeks, first for progress reports and again for report cards.  Teachers are 
responsible for grading assignments and entering grades into PowerSchool..  If you have questions or concerns, 
please call the school to schedule a conference with your childôs teacher. The  WCS Progress Report and Report 
Card Calendar is located in the ñCalendars & Scheduleò Section of this handbook.  (See WCS Grading Policy 
5520 in ñWCS Board Policiesò section of this handbook). 

 
Gymnasium 
Our gymnasium also serves as our auditorium for student and family events and celebrations.  Our music and 
physical education programs take place in our Gym.  
 

H 

 
Head Lice 
Our School Nurse will work in partnership with families should a student have lice.  Students who have evidence of 
active lice may be required to receive treatment prior to their return to the classroom. Please speak with our School 
Nurse should you have questions or need assistance. 
 
Homework 
Homework is an extension of the learning day and is based on content already taught to students.  Homework can be 
assigned daily and may include approximately 30 minutes for K-2 students and 45 minutes for 3-5 students.  A 
studentôs work habits can determine the time needed to complete homework.   (See WCS Homework Policy 5510 in 
ñWCS Board Policiesò section of this handbook). 
 

                                                                       
I 
 
Inclement Weather Procedures 
 
Parents please keep your phone number updated so that you can receive automated phone calls or email messages 
related to inclement weather. WCS has a 24-hour weather line that gives the status of the school day - the number is 
252-265-4037. In the event of inclement weather, parents can also find the status of the school day at 
wilsonschoolsnc.net, the WCS Facebook, Twitter and Instagram pages and on WRAL-Channel 5.  
A one-hour delay would require our school to open at 8:30 with classes beginning at 9:00.  For a two-hour delay our 
school will open at 9:30 with classes beginning at 10:00.   Early Dismissals are announced by WCS district phone 
messages and the WCS Facebook page.  In the event of an early dismissal, the buses will run their routes as usual 
and the car riders will follow our daily dismissal procedures.  
 

I 

 

 
 
 

Internet & Technology Policy 
All students must turn in completed and signed technology paperwork (AUPs) prior to using technology resources 
(i.e. internet, computers, iPads, etc.) at school.  (See the WCS Acceptable Use Policy 5451 in the WCS Board 
Policies section of this handbook).  
 



 

L 
   
Labels 
Write your childôs name on all personal items, such as lunch boxes, book bags and clothing/coats.  To ensure safety, 
label the item where the name does not show [clothing tag, inside lid, etc.]. 

 
Library 
The Library (Media Center) is open to students before and after classes begin for book check-in and check-out.  Our 
Media Coordinator teaches library skills to all students each week. 
 
 

                                                                      
 
Lost and Found 
Clothing and other items found on the school grounds will be returned to the student if they are labeled.  Things not 
labeled will be placed in the ñLost and Foundò area outside the cafeteria and held until the end of the year.  After 
school ends all items not claimed will be donated to a charitable organization.  
 
Lunch Numbers 
Students who are in WCS will be given a lunch number they will use until graduating from high school.  
 
Lunch Schedules 
Lunch Schedules begin at 10:50 am.  Please ask your teacher for the lunch time for your child and join us in our 
cafeteria as often as possible for lunch! 
 

M 
Make- up Work 
Make-up work in grades K-5 is arranged at the direction of the teacher; please work in partnership with your childôs 
teacher to ensure all necessary make-up work is completed when an absence has occurred.  (See WCS Attendance 
Policy 6110 in ñWCS Board Policiesò section of this handbook). 
 
 
Media Center 
Our Media Center (Library) houses technology and reading materials.   Students are allowed to check out books and 
other resources from our Media Center.  Please encourage your child to bring home library books and read! 
  
  
Medication 
Prescriptions or over-the-counter medication will only be given with a signed request from a doctor and parent.  All 
medications must be in their original container. (See WCS Administration of Medication Policy 3260 in ñWCS 
Board Policiesò section of this handbook). 
 
 

                                                       
 
 

 
 



 

 
Message Line 
Our school principal or designee will send out weekly phone messages using Blackboard; these messages will 
announce activities and/or provide important updates for our families. At other times, it will be necessary for 
additional messages to announce changes in bus transportation, important events, etc.  Please keep your phone 
number current to ensure you receive these messages. 

  
Money 
Please pay any fines or money for pictures, damaged or lost books, etc.,promptly to help our school operate 
smoothly.  Unpaid balances may affect a student from participating in school activities and/or field trips. 
 
 
 Music 
A music specialist leads music instruction for all of our students.  Our students will also have the opportunity to 
participate in specially selected music initiatives and to perform for our families across the school year.  
 

O 
Office 
Office hours are 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Our contact information is: school phone number (252)399-7920; fax 
number is 399-7895; and school cafeteria is 399-7923. 
 

P 
 
Parent Conferences 
If you need to speak to your childôs teacher, contact them through Class Dojo, emailing your childôs teacher, or call 
the office and leave a message for the teacher.  If you have not received a response from your childôs teacher within 
24 hours, please contact the office so we can help establish prompt communication. 
 

                                                                        
  

 
Parties - Classroom 
Classroom parties will take place twice during the year (prior to Winter Break & end-of-year); parties are planned by 
our classroom teachers with the support of classroom parent volunteers.  These parties are typically not curriculum 
related.  Other celebrations will be curriculum related.  
 
PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention Support) 
Our school has developed a PBIS program so that our students are clear on what is expected of them in all areas of 
our school campus: classroom, restrooms, cafeteria, bus, hallways, using technology, playground, assemblies and 
field trips.  Our students will also be recognized and rewarded for making positive choices through PBIS events 
across the school year.   Our PBIS Matrix can be found in the ñAdditional Informationò section of this handbook. 
 
PE 
Our Physical Education teacher provides PE to each student at least one day a week. Make sure that your child 
wears the proper footwear on his/her assigned P.E. day. 

 
Pictures 
Pictures are taken each year.  Our first picture day happens during the fall and is the traditional school picture. 
Spring pictures include both individual and class group pictures.  Dates and payment information will be provided 
prior to picture days. 
 



 

 
 

Policies 
Wilson County School Board Policies are available on our Wilson County Schools website and can be accessed by 
clicking on this link.  Select WCS Board Policies are located in the ñWCS Board Policiesò section at the end of 
this handbook. 
 
Parent Involvement 
Gardners is dedicated to the success of each student in our care. The faculty and staff of Gardners believe that 
parents are the most important partners for our teachers and staff in the education of our students.  See our Parent 
Engagement Policy and our Family-School Partnership Agreement in the ñAdditional Informationò section of our 
handbook. 
 
Progress Reports 
A mid-nine weeks Progress Report will go home for each grading period to keep our parents and students aware of 
academic progress.  Please read each Progress Report carefully and schedule a conference with your childôs teacher 
if you have questions, concerns, or need additional information.  The  WCS Progress Report and Report Card 
Calendar is located in the ñCalendars & Scheduleò Section of this handbook.  (See WCS Grading Policy 5520 in 
ñWCS Board Policiesò section of this handbook). 
 
 

R 
 Recognition - Academics 
Our Academic Recognition program is available to all students and rewards our Cubs for excellence in academic 
achievement, positive behavior choices and good attendance.  The major goal of our Academic Recognition program 
is to increase student academic performance, enthusiasm towards school, and to raise the level of community 
participation in our school.  
 

** Students must meet all requirements listed below for recognition** 
 

● Attendance: No more than 6 absences and tardies combined; early checkouts are considered tardies. 
● Academics K-2: 80% Mastery in Reading and Math Standards. No Uôs on report card; and all Môs and Sôs 

for Science/Social Studies & Specials. 
● Academics 3-5: All Aôs and Bôs on report card.  All Môs and Sôs for Special classes. 

 
Dates and type of reward events will be determined for each 9 weeks grading period and communicated to our 
students and families.   
  

                                                                 
 

Report Cards 
Report Cards are given out to each student at the end of each 9-week grading period. The WCS Progress Report and                     
Report Card Calendar is located in the ñCalendars & Scheduleò Section of this handbook. (See WCS Grading                 
Policy 5520 in ñWCS Board Policiesò section of this handbook). 
 

S 
 Stoplight Behavior Monitoring 
 Our staff members use our Stoplight Program to teach character and behavior conduct in conjunction with our PBIS 
program.  When a stoplight remains on Green, our students are following directions and monitoring his/her 
behavior.  When a student is not following a teacherôs expectations, their stoplight is turned to Yellow as a caution. 
If their behavior does not improve, the stoplight is turned to Red.  At each light change the teacher uses appropriate 
consequences and feedback to redirect behavior.   At both Yellow and Red, students will take notes home to their 

https://www.wilsonschoolsnc.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1228742&type=d&pREC_ID=1461631


 

parents and are required to return them with their parentôs signature.  Our goal is to partner with our parents to help 
our students learn to consistently make the best choices.  
 

                                                                              
 
Student Government Association 
The mission of our Student Government Association (SGA) is to lead service projects which support the mission of 
our school and to promote school spirit, student leadership & citizenship at Gardners. Our school counselor leads 
our SGA and will communicate to our students the process for participating in our SGA at Gardners. 
 

T 

 
Tardy Cubs 
Students who arrive after 7:55 am will not be admitted to class without signing in and getting a note from the office. 
After 7:55 all students must enter through the front entrance of our school.   Parents must accompany their 
child into the building and assist with their child signing in. 
 
Teacher Appreciation 
Teacher/Staff Appreciation Day is in May.  This is a special time for celebrating our dedicated staff and what they 
do for each of our students across the school year! However, the best appreciation students can show is by being at 
school every day and always working to do their very best. 
 

                                                                    
  
Tornado Drill 
Tornado drill procedures are reviewed and practiced across the school year for all students and staff.  It is important 
for all students to follow the directions of their teacher during these drills to ensure they understand expectations and 
know what to do in the event there is a weather emergency.  
 

V 
 
Visitors 
Everyone who visits Gardners Elementary must first check in at the office and pick up a visitor pass or sticker 
before continuing to the classroom or any other area of our school campus. Visitors will be escorted by a member of 
our staff to their destination. 
 
Volunteers 
Our school is always looking for volunteers.  It is a great way to get involved and support our school initiatives.  All 
volunteers must be approved through the WCS Volunteer Tracker process (information listed below).  Please 
contact your childôs teacher or our front office to find out more information about volunteering. (See WCS Board 
Policy 5015 Volunteers in the WCS Board Policies section of our handbook). 

 

 
 



 

 
W 

 
Website 
Our Website is very user friendly.  Go to www.wilsonschoolsnc.net and click  
ñSchools,ò then Gardners.  Our website provides school-related and district information and also provides easy 
access to your childôs teachers and school staff. 
 
Work Days 
Teacher Workdays are scheduled days for teachers to plan instruction and provide time for professional 
development. Students will not attend school on Teacher Work Days; all dates are listed in WCS Student/Staff 
Calendar which can be accessed through this Link  

Y 

 
Yearbook 
Each year we publish a yearbook to celebrate our students and school events across the year.  Please watch for the 
announcement for yearbook sales. Address questions about yearbooks to our Media Coordinator or your childôs 
teacher.  

 
 

                                            
  

 

  
 
  
 

Calendars & Schedules 
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2019-2020 Elementary Assessment Calendar 
 

Elementary Progress Reports & Report Card Schedule 

Quarter Progress Report End of Quarter Report Cards Sent Home 

1 September 23,2019 October 18,2019 October 28,2018 

2 November 19,2019 December 20,2019 January 9.2020 

3 February 4, 2020 March 5,2020 March 11,2020 

4 April 23, 2020 June 3, 2020 June 16, 2020 

 
Istation Assessment Window 

Date Assessment Grade 

N/A  BOY Assessment K-3 

January 2020  MOY Assessment K-3 

May 2020 EOY Assessment K-3 

 
Writing Tasks  Window 

Date Task Grade 

2019 Narrative K-5 

2020 Informative K-5 

2020 Argumentative/Opinion K-5 

 
District Benchmark Assessments (CASE 21) 

Date Assessment Grade 

October 22- 28, 2019 CASE 21 BOY Math 2nd 

October 22- 28, 2019 CASE 21 BOY Math, Reading, Science (5th) Assessment 3rd-5th 

January 13-17, 2020 NCDPI MOY Math Assessment K-1 

January 14-21, 2020 CASE 21 MOY Math Assessment 2nd 

January 14-21,2020 CASE 21 MOY Math, Reading, Science (5th) Assessment 3rd-5th 

March 31-April 3, 2020 CASE 21 EOY Math, Reading, Science (5th) Assessment 3rd-5th 

May 11-15 2020 NCDPI EOY Math Assessment K-1 

May 11-15 2020 CASE 21 EOY Math Assessment 2nd 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Additional Information 

 

 
 

 



 

Gardners Elementary 
Parent Engagement Policy 

 
Gardners Elementary School (GES) is dedicated to the success of each student in our 
care����The faculty and staff of Gardners believe that parents are the most important partners for 
our teachers and staff in the education of their children. We believe that parent involvement is 
essential to the success of each child and we will work in collaboration with parents and 
guardians to actively support our parents and PTO in order to enhance parent involvement 
through: 
 

● Respecting parents as partners in the education of their children 
● Setting high expectations for excellent customer (student/parent) service 
● Expecting high student achievement for all students 
● Promoting parent involvement in site-based leadership and decision-making 
● Fostering a welcoming and responsive environment for all parents 
● Establishing and promoting communication as a source of trust and understanding 

across our school community 

At Gardners Elementary, we expect parents/guardians to be involved in their children's learning 
and education by: 
 

● Respecting our teachers and supporting the Gardners Elementary staff as partners in 
the education of their children 

● Utilizing ongoing communication with Gardners staff on the instruction, achievement and 
conduct of their children 

● Participating in site-based leadership and decision-making 
● Actively volunteering at Gardners Elementary   

Opportunities for Parent Engagement & Involvement 
The Gardners Elementary Leadership Team will facilitate parent involvement by providing 
opportunities for parents to be informed, aware, and active participants in the education of their 
children through: 
 
GES Communication Practices 

● Student & Parent Handbook 
● Parent - Teacher Conferences 
● Social Media: school website, Facebook, Twitter 
● School Facebook Page & Twitter  
● Class Dojo 
● Teachers’ email and website communications 
● School Phone Messenger System (weekly Sunday messages) 
● School Marquee messages 

GES Student- Family Events & Activities 
● Open House 
● Parent Academy Events 
● Book Fairs 
● Music Programs 
● Science Expo and Family Night 
● PTO Meetings & Events 
● Classroom Parties 
● Volunteering 
● Field Trip Chaperone 




