February 14th, 2019
UPCOMING EVENTS AT HIGHLAND OAKS
Mon 2/18

No School, President’s Day

Mon-Fri
2/25-3/1

Literacy Week see page 3

Tues 2/26

PTSA meeting 8:45am

Fri 3/1

Minimum Day-12:35pm
dismissal

The Highland Oaks Master Calendar is
available at www.ho.ausd.net, please click on
Parents>PTSA>Event Calendar.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
5th Grade Party- Interested parents can
help plan game booths, photography, food,
etc. for this end of year celebration.
Contact Dawn Stone, Chairperson
dawnhortonstone@gmail.com
STEM Night- calling all parents who have a
background in STEM. If you would like to
demonstrate a STEM concept for kids
during May 10th STEM night, please contact
Matt Taylor mtaylor@techvisits.com

FROM THE HOPTSA PRESIDENT…

Dear Highland Oaks Families,
I am happy to report that we are on track to meet our
Hawk Walk fundraiser goals. I am deeply grateful of the
generous support from the highland oaks community.
A million thanks go to the many volunteers who helped
to make the event smooth and fun. I also want to thank
this year’s chairpersons Steve and Trisha who have
overcome this year’s unique challenges. A huge thank
you to all Highland Oaks families for making this year’s
Hawk Walk a great success. We did it together!
For the families who have not yet done so, please
return your pledge envelope to the school office by this
Friday (Feb. 15). We would like to have them for
purpose of accounting and conducing prize raffles.
Looking ahead, our next big event is Literacy Week at
the end of the month. Our chairs Jean and Michelle
have the entire week planned well ahead of the time.
(Thank you!) Please check out their article in this issue
of Hawk Walk. The fifth grade yearbook and fifth grade
party chairs are also drumming up their planning efforts
for our fifth graders. Please stay tuned for updates.
Hua Chen, HOPTSA President
h.chen5@gmail.com,(626) 215-4694

4th and 5th graders worked with their TK/K buddies to create heart hands with written messages for Kindness Week

3rd graders created murals to celebrate Black History Month

Coffee Talk with
4th grade teacher,
Mrs. Williams
How did you decide to become a teacher? I was a
cross age reading tutor for a first grade classroom
when I was in the 8th grade. The first time I saw that
lightbulb click for a student and she just took off with
reading, I was hooked. I also come from a long line of
teachers in my family. My father, grandfather, and
great grandfather were all high school teachers and
football coaches. Both my sister and I became
elementary school teachers. I love teaching and can't
imagine doing anything else.
Tell us something about your family? My husband
and I have been married for 18 years. We have two
boys. Brandon is a Junior at the High School and
Andrew is a 6th grader at Foothills. They both love
sports. Brandon plays football and baseball and
Andrew plays baseball. We spend lots of time at
different sporting events.
What are your hobbies? I love spending time with
my family. I love reading and going to the movies. I
used to be a tap dancer when I was younger, so I still
have a love for dance even though I don't get the
chance to do it as much.
What would you tell your fourth grade self if you
could speak to her? I would just tell her to have fun
and enjoy life to the fullest.
What would be a dream field trip regardless of
logistics or cost? I would love to take the 4th graders
up to Sacramento to visit the state capital and the
location of the California Gold Rush.
Congratulations, I heard that the 4th grade team
that recently received an AEF grant. Can you tell us
something about the grant?
We wrote a grant for a 3D printer. We are so
grateful and excited to get to use it. We will use a
program called Tinkercad, where students can put
different shapes together to create something. Our
students will create a 22nd mission project and we
will get to print their creations in 3D. We will also
use it during our Life Science Unit when our students
create a new animal based on an imaginary habitat
after learning about animal's structures and
functions. The kids and I are very excited to try it.

Which club are you leading and what kinds of
activities have the kids been involved in? I am
leading the Helping Hawks Club. During the first
rotation, we focused on Children's Hospital of Los
Angeles and organized a book drive for the Literally
Healing program. We also sent over lots of
Halloween cards to the children in the hospital.
Then, our focus moved to thanking our active
military and veterans. We collected Halloween
Candy for Operation Gratitude who sends the candy
in care packages to active military, veterans, and first
responders. We also had every student at Highland
Oaks write a Thank You letter to a member of the
military. This rotation, we are focusing on Disability
Awareness. We are currently learning about
different disabilities, volunteering in some of our
special education classrooms, and planning an all
school event teaching about disabilities called
"Special You, Special Me, Celebrate Diversity".

Dear Readers,
If you would like to submit photos, articles, or
suggestions to Hawk Talk, please e-mail
HOPTSA@gmail.com
If you would like to nominate an Incredibles
Volunteer please go to the school office parent sign
counter to fill out a slip.

Thank you for a successful Hawk Walk
The students had a blast and gave a great effort
to raise over $27,000! 100% of proceeds go directly to
Highland Oaks Elementary
Thank you to all of our amazing volunteers:

John Zhao, Ringo Suen, Yuhong Huang, Timothy
Mo, Aileen Huang, Kaori Shibata, Lena Wiegand, Ly Tran, Monica Man, Glenn Oyoung, Julie Liang, Cristina
Wu, Jennifer Gu, Nana Shen, Susan Liu, Charles Hong, Dawn Stone, Julie Fontanos, Maria Vazquez, Patricia
Wang, Tran Ly, Jasna Grbavac, Kathryn Eamranond, Agnes Yen, Dianne Nery, Jasmine Ding, Julie Chin, Linda
Hsiao-Tsai, Barbara Miles, Farrah Fei, Michelle Lee, Angela Lin, Ravi Marri, Lakshmi Ram, Maggie Lo, Heidi
Yoon, Elaine Kim, Sravanthi Polisetty, Erna Hohertz, Magan Au, Jessie Juan, Danni Wang, Priscilla Woo,
Peggie Tsai, Francisca, Hsu, Pamela Lu, Tina Quezada, Wayne Fung, Divya Cherukuri, Grace Young, Karen
Hsueh, Elaine Kim, Jennifer Oyoung, Amy Chen, Christina Yao, Pauline Tam, Johanna Moore, Joann Wijaya,
Bin Liu, Silke Herr, Scarlett Oh, Cinlu Chang, Madhu Chandran, Ella Wang, Jody Wang, Sandra Escareno,
Heydi Padilla, Kathleen Hwang Cook, Jun Du, Sim Ling, Clarisse Whisenand, Joyce Chien, Lori Kim, Priscilla
Woo, Joyce Hong, Leslie Dae, Melissa Burns, Jimmy Chen, Amy Richardson, Shubhangi Kadhe, Pauline Tam,
May Lim, Joseph Dejvejprasit, April Que, Alejandra Arellano, Oriana Rocha, Amy Liu, Sharon Liu, Jana
Dickter, Nivine Rizk, Nancy Lin, Mrs. Mattera, Cindy Barrett, Jenny Perez, and Fernando de la Rosa

Special thank you to: families who donated water, all our staff and teachers for their support, and
families who have already turned in their donations and for their generosity!

** Please return the envelopes with the pledge money by Friday, 2/15. **
With gratitude, Hawk Walk Chairs: Trisha Dawkins, Hua Chen, and Steve Rhee

