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End of The Year Message From Our Principal - Dr. G
By Dr. G., Principal
The holiday season brings with it many
wonderful experiences of sharing and giving to
others. As a Castlebay student whose behavior
exemplifies the Pillars of Character everyday, I
want to inspire you to think about the many
ways that you can give to others less fortunate
during this time of the year. Students can give
many different types of gifts to others. Some
examples of this are washing dishes or
cleaning up to help at home, making a beautiful
card of appreciation for a loved one or
neighbor, volunteering with your parent at a
local charity or event, or even singing a song or
telling a joke that brings a smile to another’s
face.

What’s Growing On?
By Emery Daly

Have you taken a look at Castlebay’s
beautiful learning garden? This year Mrs. Avila’s
4th grade class has taken on the responsibility
of planting and maintaining Castlebay’s learning
garden. The students are learning a lot and
having a great time creating a beautiful garden
for the whole school to enjoy! This year they
have planted radishes, orange thyme, green
onions, marigolds, red and gold Beets, snap
peas, spinach, hybrid early carrots, iceberg
Lettuce, kale, and other vegetables. Students
are learning tons while managing the garden.
One student said, ”I am learning how to take
care of the plants, how not to overwater them,
and how not to put the seeds too deep in the
ground, and to pull out weeds too.” Mrs. Avila’s
class said that they’ve had lots of problems in
the garden such as, dog and bird poop, people
touching the plants, balls and trash invading the
garden, and too many “pesky caterpillars”. They
even found a black widow in the garden one
day. Big Green supported the entire project and
donated all the seeds for planting. The students
were split into groups of two and three students
and each group watched over a garden bed.
When it comes time to harvest the students will
try their own recipes such as carrot cupcakes.
“I’m so proud of my 4th graders because they
put in a lot of hard work and love into the
garden.” said Mrs. Avila.

Here at Castlebay, we have many examples of
giving. In our main office, one of our students,
Julian Berzon-Castrillon, is leading a charity effort
to donate toys to those less fortunate. Please
consider bringing in a gift so that children less
fortunate can have a surprise to open up during the
holidays. Another student, Olivia Speredelozzi,
contributes her lunch and recess time to beautifying
our campus. She is even working with our student
council to create a school-wide “Clean Scene”
event next semester. In fact, everywhere at
Castlebay, students are busy showing kindness,
honesty, responsibility and love. So, let’s not stop
during our Winter break. Let’s continue spreading
joy to others through the Pillars of Character
everyday, even when we are not at school.
This will make the time we are away from each
other go faster and fill our hearts with the joy of
giving. In the meantime, know that my heart will be
thinking and missing you all during our break and
that my joy is in knowing that we will be together
again in 2019!

All That Jazz

Castlebay students were treated to the sound of
a professional jazz band headed up by Michael
George and his amazing group of jazz musician
friends in the Performing Arts Center. Students
learned about different instruments and the
fascinating sounds that they make and were
introduced to a new type of music. Thank you to
PATH president, Alla George for inviting her brotherin-law to provide us with a great new experience!

Full STEAM Ahead With Robotics
By Mia Champion and Sofia Pucci

Inspiring Quotes Wanted!
By Laila Teplin
Have you ever noticed that we have a
multimillion dollar Performing Arts Center,
(PAC) but the walls are drab and uninspiring?
Castlebay believes that we should have a few
inspiring quotes to put on the walls in the PAC
to inspire student, staff, and visitors. If we put
up inspiring quotes on the walls, the PAC's
walls will not only look amazing, they will
continue to inspire and in turn possibly
motivate people to achieve greatness. Parents
and families are invited to submit quotes. To
send in your inspiring quotes, email Mrs.
Dorfman at scd0969@lausd.net. After
Castlebay collects a ton of quotes, Castlebay
will choose a few quotes and artistically paint
them on the walls… maybe yours!

Castlebay has been overflowing with members
of the new VEX robotics club taught by Mr.
Garringer. Recently they have had their first
scrimmage. In their scrimmage, they practiced for
upcoming competitions where they worked on their
21st century skills of critical thinking, problem
solving, creativity and collaboration. Our vice
principal stated that they will learn engineering and
redesigning cycles while they’re constantly striving
to make their robots more sophisticated and make
them better. Mr. Garringer’s goals for his team is
that they will learn to cooperate, conquer problems,
work together, not to get upset when they lose, and
to hopefully qualify for state championships. We are
all so excited to see what VEX has in store for our
very STEM focused school!
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What Are Castlebay Students
Thankful For?
By Emery Daly
Thanksgiving is still fresh in everyone’s
memory, and Castlebay students were bursting
with excitement, not only to celebrate this
timeless tradition, but also because they had the
whole week off to be with
family and friends. But,
what are Castlebay
students actually thankful
for? Naomi Kim is
thankful for her family, so
are Anna Lee and Catelyn
Lee. Emma Chang and
Eden Park are both
thankful for their friends.
Chloe Yoon is thankful for
everything. Mia Champion says she is thankful
for her family and her home, while Amy
Fukunaga says she is thankful for her friends
and family. Savanna Starr is thankful for her
family’s Thanksgiving feast and Kirsten (in the
front office) says she is thankful for “family,
friends, and my Castlebay family.” Mrs. Leonette
is thankful for “my family and my beautiful dog.”
Sophie Momyan is thankful for teachers, while
Mrs. Blankenship is thankful for her “amazing
students”. Thanksgiving is great! We all have so
much to be thankful for! Hope that everyone had
a great Thanksgiving and let’s keep up the spirit
of “giving thanks” all year long.

CDE STEAM Symposium
By Tanvi Enaganti
Last month, our principal Dr. G and Mr.
Garringer went to a CDE STEAM SYMPOSIUM
in Long Beach, where they presented “ How to
create STEAM projects based on fairytales.”
They presented to fifty teachers and some
children. For part of their presentation, they used
Mrs. Genna’s and Mrs. Millan’s Cinderella’s
STEAM project as an example. First, they
started reading the Cinderella fairytale. The
children were supposed to construct a pumpkin
coach that had rolling wheels. After this phase
there was a race. The race was on, but it wasn’t
easy as the coach had to drive in a straight line
and pass a finish line. Dr. G says that she had
an amazing time teaching the kids at the
fascinating STEAM SYMPOSIUM.

Getty Field Trip
By Kara Lee

Last month, 5th Grade
had the privilege of going to
the Getty Museum. They
saw amazing paintings, sculptures, and even
some very fancy priceless objects that kings and
queens might have had. Some of them were
from ancient times dating back from the end of
the Stone Age to the fall of the Roman Empire.
Some of the paintings that the 5th grade saw
depicted wealthy people who were known to
have their portraits painted. Some of the
sculptures they saw were of Greek Goddesses.
“It was really fun!” said Tanvi Enaganti. “I’d give it
five stars,” said Catelyn Lee. Castlebay’s 5th
graders have been going to the Getty for six
years in a row, and this year, like every year, the
students loved it!

Does the Knight Represent Our
Students?
After seeing so
many students
wearing the popular
Castlebay spirit wear
with a picture
depicting a knight
behind a suit of
armor, a few reporters one day asked, at a
school newspaper meeting,”if girls could be a
knight,” which led to a discussion about what
a knight is, and what do they represent. Since
the concept of a knight seems to be
everywhere on campus, not only on the spirit
wear, but also the knight mounted on a horse
is one of the first things you notice when you
walk up to the front entrance of the school on
the exterior of the building. Castlebay
students are referred to as knights - even our
school newspaper displays a knight on a
horse. The Castlebay Connection reporters
decided to put together a questionnaire to find
out what Castlebay students really thought
about knights, and to find out what students
thought knights did, and stood for. Each
classroom in grades 2-5 received
questionnaires for students to complete, and
students in first grade were given the same
questions orally, and their answers were
counted. After counting the results of over
600 questionnaires, the overwhelming
majority of students believe that knights are
boys and that their job is to fight, wear armor,
protect the castle and often save princesses.
Yes, there were some students who believed
knights could be a girl or a boy, and
represented the Pillars of Character, and
stood for peace, but those answers came
from just a few students. Could it be that the
idea for a knight made sense in 1970, when
the school first opened being on a street
called Castlebay, and the school named after
the street? Given the results of this survey,
and after almost 50 years later since the
school opened, we reporters ask, ”Is this what
we want to be called today, knights?” Is this
what we want to be in 2019? Do we feel the
knight represents our students and what they
stand for today and for Castlebay’s future? It
is our plan to now take these results to the
student council and have them give their
input, opinions and thoughts on this matter,
and put it in their hands and we’ll report back
in the next edition.

5th Grade is Amazing
By Abigail Kim
5th graders are doing amazing things!
Since it is their last year in elementary school,
students want to make it extra special. First of
all, 5th graders are going on some great and
exciting field trips, such as the Getty
Museum, JPL, Pali Camp, Frost Middle
School and Riley’s Farm. They are going to
have some of the best experiences of their
lives, and they can take these experiences
and build upon them throughout their lives.
Also, 5th graders have goals that they have
set to accomplish this year which are to be
able to show self-confidence, becoming selfstarters and being responsible, along with
showing their teachers and staff respect and
making them proud. They will work hard to be
good role models, to be good citizens and set
excellent examples of the Pillars of Character
for the rest of the Castlebay student body,
and the community.
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Veterans Day Assembly
By Laila Teplin
On November 2nd 2018, Castlebay held a very
special patriotic assembly for veterans of Castlebay
families and friends. Students were asked to invite
family and friends who were in the military or who
are currently serving in the military to the assembly.
Third grade sang two very patriotic songs called,
"We Will Not Forget" and "God Bless The USA." All
the veterans were invited to sit in front of the thirdgrade performance while third grade sang.
Patriotism filled everyone's hearts. Mr. Garringer
gave a speech about Veteran's Day and how much
we should all appreciate the veterans. Mr.
Garringer announced the names of all the veterans
who came to the performance. Two veterans stood
up and gave speeches about their lives in the
military. Student Council gave every veteran that
came, a rose to show that they appreciated them
for joining the performance. After the assembly, the
veterans were invited to the PAC for a breakfast in
their honor.

Let’s Be Patriotic
By Abby Dimattia

Q: How many years have you been teaching?
A: “8 years”
Q: If you weren’t a teacher, what would you be?
A: “An event planner”
Q: Why did you start teaching?
A: “Because I wanted to inspire young minds”
Q: What is your favorite movie you’ve ever
seen?
A: “Home Alone”
Q: What is your favorite holiday?
A: “Christmas”
Q: Where did you attend college?
A: “CSUN”
Q: What was your favorite book as a child?
A: ”Curious George”
Q: Where were you born?
A: “Burbank, California”
Q: Where did you grow up?
A: “Van Nuys, California”
Q: What makes you happy in the classroom?
A: “Seeing my students learn and have fun
while learning”
Q: What is frustrating about teaching?
A: “All the paperwork”
Q: What are three qualities every good student
should have?
A: “Be respectful, be responsible and be safe.”
Q: What is something that people would be
surprised to learn about you?
A: “I am very adventurous”

Ice Cream “Portal” Party

Most people do not
realize they’re being
disrespectful when the
Pledge of Allegiance is
being said. If you are
wearing a hat of any type you must remove the hat
before you begin saying the pledge. You can hold it
in your left hand and use your right hand to put over
your heart, or you can hold it in your right hand and
place it over your heart while it’s in your hand. Also
for example, if you are walking to the line where
your class is when we have an assembly and you
hear the Pledge of Allegiance starting, you must
stop wherever you are and put your hand over your
heart and say the Pledge of Allegiance, do not
continue to walk to your classes’ line or to wherever
you are going. Also, when you are saying the
pledge at an assembly, make sure that you are
saying it at the same pace that the leader is saying
it so everybody finishes at the same time.

By Catelyn Lee

Halloween Haunted House and Parade

‘Halloween’ cont.

By Abby DiMattia
Halloween has
come and gone,
but the fifth grade
Haunted House
created some
lasting scary and
fun memories, as
it was a fantastic
success. Kay
Hurst, part of our
dedicated office
team had some
wonderful
decorations for
the Haunted
House. Most of the decorations belonged to her,
along with some that the school provided as well.
The challenge was that she didn’t want to make it
too scary for the little kids, but she wanted to make
it scary enough for the older kids. A great round of
applause, and a big thank you to Mrs. Hurst, as she
has been doing the Haunted House for thirteen
years at Castlebay. That is long-term commitment
and dedication. The Halloween Parade was also
great. The parade got postponed for a short while,
because of strong winds, but then it settled down,
and the Halloween Parade started with great
excitement and anticipation as always. The little
Kindergarteners were, as usual, so adorable. Some
of the costumes were very clever and used a lot of
imagination.

Let’s all say, “congratulations” to Mrs. Millan,
Mr. Cascone, and Mrs. Dorfman’s class for
reaching one hundred percent registration on
the Castlebay parent portal! The parent portal
is an online website that parents can go on to
get information about their child’s progress,
grades, attendance and assignments. So
parents, if you haven’t signed up yet, please
make sure to register. As a special reward,
these classes were given a scrumptious ice
cream sundae party. Thank you to Dr. G, Ms.
Kay, and Mr. Garringer for helping to make this
special reward so much fun for the winning
classes.

For example, one student had a zipper face,
and some others had inflatable costumes. It
was great to see so many teachers and staff
dressed up in costume. Everyone had a
“spooktacular” time. Thank you to Mr. Mena for
being such a great Master of Ceremonies (MC)
and adding his own special wit, charm and
humor to the special event.

Mystery Teacher: Mrs. Wartanian

The Castlebay Connection is dedicated to all of the
teachers, administration, staff, and volunteers, who
have profoundly impacted the lives of thousands upon
thousands of students who have entered the doors of
Castlebay, and have graduated prepared to pursue their
dreams, achieve their goals, and leave their mark in the
world.

Mystery Teacher

Coming Soon …

MATH Night!
December 7th
6:00-7:30PM in the MPR

