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Principal’s Message
Dear Kanoelani Ohana:

October 2018

Calendar of Events
October

8 Fall Break until 10/12 - No School
OUR SCORES ARE IN!! See below for
16
PTSA Meeting, 2:30 in Library
a chart of last year’s SBA data –in all
20
Family Craft Fair 9AM - 1PM
content areas tested, we exceeded the
24
Pumpkin Carving 6PM, Cafeteria
state expectations and showed growth! We applaud every
single family and child who took that test last year and
November
supported the effort to showcase teaching and learning. Our
2 Parent Teacher Conference until 11/9
science scores went up once again and we want to
12:30 Dismissal
recognize Mr. Richard Ogawa, our STEM campus lead for
6 Election Day - No School
his ongoing support. Speaking of “RB,” we want to send him
12 Veterans Day - No School
a HUGE SHOUT OUT for being selected as a Hawaii state21 Mass Evacuation
level finalist for the 2018 Presidential Awards for Excellence
22 Thanksgiving until 11/23 - No School
in Mathematics and Science Teaching. (PAEMST)
27 Fundraiser Pick Up 2:00 - 5:30PM
Another celebration is our invitation to present at an
iReady national conference in Washington as well as the
School of the Future Conference coming up in November. This is a
testament to the awesome things occurring across our campus.
Speaking of iReady, this academic screener helped us once again get
baseline data to help drive instruction as well as set classroom and
student goals for reading and math. Keep in mind it is only one test
and not the end all be all as teachers also rely on classwork, and
formative and summative assessments to determine progress. In
science, all grade levels are going through intensive trainings to
continue developing real world project based learning projects that
increase relevancy and the Next Generation Science Standards
(NGSS).
But as you know, at Kanoelani it’s much more than just a focus on
academics. We are passionate and truly dedicated to the development
of the whole child. With much trepidation mixed with excitement, we
plan to host a statewide Choose Love conference this coming
February for teachers and administrators. Can you believe within three
weeks of opening, registration filled up completely, and we have a
waiting list? We will have over 250 educators from across the state
including outer islands, charter, public and private schools. Teachers,
district staff, state leadership and many more will be here ranging from
preschool all the way to post secondary instructors. What a huge
honor it will be to showcase the efforts of your children and our staff as
we grow one another with grace and love.
Every year the entire Kanoelani staff focuses on ONE word that
drives our collective efforts and this year our word is CHANGE. In so
many ways, teachers and staff are working hard to embody that
concept with peers, parents and most importantly, students!! Student
voice opportunities are increasing and teachers are challenging the
status quo to stretch beyond our limits and change right along with this
generation of students and their needs.
I can’t wait to see what the rest of the
year brings!
Sincerely,
Stacie Kunihisa, Principal

KES - Blue
PC - Green
PC/Waipahu - Orange
State - Purple

News from the Office
Reminders to our Parents from the Office:

Students of the Week

Our school utilizes the SchoolMessenger system to
deliver text messages to your mobile phone with
important information about upcoming events or
school closings and more. To participate, just send a
text message of “Y” or “Yes” to our school’s short
code number, 67587. You may opt out of these
messages at any time by simply replying to the
message with “Stop”.

9/4/18
Aaliyah McKee 1/P22
Jaycie Kamakani 5/B108

When paying for your child(ren) lunch account or
other school activities, please turn in the exact
amount. The office does not provide change.
We appreciate your cooperation with these matters.
Any questions or concerns, please call the office at
(808) 307-3800.

9/11/18
Leya Fernandez 3/P27
Aubrey Burgos 6/C202
9/17/18
Lacey Shelton 1/B101
Jenna Mimura 6/C202
9/24/18
Jillian Fernandez 1/P22
Sinalei Sorensen 6/C203
10/1/18
Aila Herndon 3/P21
Asa Tadaki 6/C103

Lost and Found
Please check the lost and
found at the oﬃce for any
missing items. There are
many jackets, water
bottles, etc. that have not
been claimed!

Kanoelani Family Craft Fair
Saturday, October 20, 9AM-1PM

MEALS PAYMENTS
Please go On-Line: EZSchoolPay.com to make
payments and to check balance accounts.

Join us for a fun filled day of Crafts, food, and
games!
Your Rights under the McKinney-Vento Act
If you are living with friends or family because you cannot
afford rent, living on the beach, tent, or without a regular place
to stay at night or awaiting foster care placement then your
child may be eligible for a certain educational rights under the
McKinney-Vento Act. Unsure whether your child qualifies or is
eligible for services?
Please call the Department of Education, Homeless Concerns
Office at 808-305-9869 or (toll free) 1-866-927-7095 for
assistance.

November 2 - November 9, 2018
School ends at 12:30 on all conference days

Box Tops
for Education
Please continue to save General Mills Box Tops for Education. Our
school will receive 10 cents for each qualifying General Mills Box Tops
collected during the year. Turn in the qualifying box tops to your child’s
teacher. Thank you for your support!

Choose Love Everyday
Scarlett Lewis Visits Kanoelani
By Arah Lee and Rylee Jordan

This month, Scarlett Lewis made a quick visit to our
school. Ms. Lewis is the founder of the Jesse Lewis
Choose Love Movement. We wanted to show her how
our school chooses love and give her a feel of what we
have in store for our Choose Love Conference in
February. At the Choose Love Conference, many
schools from all over the island will be coming to
Kanoelani to learn about the Choose Love Program.
Ms. Lewis was greeted by our student ambassadors,
Zion Barron(5) and Saige Imig(3). They showed her
our Choose Love Wall outside of our library, where
everyone is invited to share and post uplifting and
positive messages. She walked around the school and
visited several classrooms. She visited Mrs.
Chantavong, who just recently spoke about Choose
Love at a Delta Kappa Gamma Presentation. She also
visited Mrs. Whiteman and Mrs. Fuller’s classes. Both
teachers will be presenting on our Choose Love
Program at the upcoming Schools of the Future
Conference. Ms. Lewis also visited Mrs. Nakayama
and Mrs. Uchida’s classes to see how their classrooms
choose love. Thank you and great job everyone! Ms.
Lewis was so happy with what she saw and
experienced while visiting our school!
If you would like to learn more about the
Choose Love Movement you can visit:
www.jesselewischooselove.org

Choose Love Pledge
I will have the courage to be grateful when life is not easy,
to forgive myself and others, to cut the cord that attaches me to pain,
and to step outside of the busyness of my life to help others.
That is how I Choose Love,
and the empowering lesson is that it is my choice.
I CHOOSE LOVE INSTEAD OF HATE AND ANGER.
Right now and every day,
I will choose to replace an angry thought with a loving thought.
It’s not about what happens to us in life because things are going to happen.
It’s about how we respond to the things that happen to us in life that matters.
Our response is what shapes us and molds us into the person we become.
You can’t always choose what happens to you,
but you can always choose how you respond.
And you can always respond with love.
Responding in love is the most powerful choice you can make.
HTTPS://WWW.JESSELEWISCHOOSELOVE.ORG/MAKE-THE-PLEDGE

Rainbow Star of the Month
Mrs. Kenny
By Arah Lee

A former Kanoelani teacher is back and teaching at our school again! Her
name? Mrs. Kenny! Before she left Kanoelani, she taught the 6th grade with
Mrs. Major. Now that she’s back, let’s get to know her a little better.
Mrs. Kenny grew up in New Jersey. She went to Elementary, Intermediate,
and High school there. In her college years, she earned her Bachelor’s
degree in Elementary and Special Education. She has taught 4th grade at St.
Anthony’s and at a school in Maryland. She has also taught 5th grade at St.
Anthony’s and special education at Ewa Beach Elementary. This will be her
14th year of teaching. Did you know she has also taught at a school in Italy?
That must have been a cool experience! Now here’s the questions you’ve all
been waiting for: Why did she move? Well, she moved to be closer to her
family and do some more traveling. Why did she come back? She missed
Hawaii, the weather, Kanoelani, and her family and friends. She now teaches
in B-Workroom along with a few other teachers. As a teacher, her goal is to
make learning engaging.
Some of her favorite things are the color green, Thai food, the movie Ben
Hur, and in her spare time, she likes to travel, read, and spend time with her
family and friends. She also has two daughters. Now that you know all about
Mrs. Kenny, visit the B-Workroom and say hi!

Classroom Spotlight
6th Grade C201
By Rylee Jordan

Our classroom spotlight for this month is C201, Mrs. Major’s class!
Each morning C201 takes some time to do stretching exercises each
morning. Right now the exercises are lead by Mrs. Major to teach all
the different types of stretches, but as the year goes on students will
lead the exercise. The purpose of doing morning stretches is to get
blood flowing, and to calm your mind by taking deep breaths to get
ready for the school day. Stretching isn’t only done at the start of the
day, since the big part about stretching is to get blood flowing and
increasing oxygen in your blood going to your brain. When we work
for a long time during the day, sometimes we get tired, and it
becomes hard to concentrate. Stretching helps by giving
your brain a break from thinking and learning and gives you
a little time to think of yourself. Stretching can help you
concentrate during class, by relieving stress and giving you
more energy, which can help you be successful. Mrs.
Major started this because she used to play sports so much
and stretching is a big part of sports. When she stopped
playing sports and wasn’t stretching as often, Mrs. Major
noticed that her body was tighter, her muscles were tighter ,
and she wasn’t as flexible as she used to be. That started
to bother her, and she wanted to get back to stretching, so
she decided to bring it into the classroom and share the
benefits of stretching. That’s what the C201 does each
day, and that’s one of the things that makes their class
special.

Campus Closeup
Taiko

By Kou Hirohata
Have you heard the sounds of drumming coming from the library? Well, that's
the Taiko kids. In Japanese, the word “Taiko” refers to any kind of drum. At
Kanoelani, we learn Taiko with music and sometimes without music.
If you are wondering how to join, your teacher, Sensei Nakama, or Sensei
Saito will choose you if you are good in class and passionate. There are 20-25
students in Taiko, so the amount of students is not that many. We meet on Fridays
at 2:15-3:45 PM. It’s on Fridays because a lot of kids in Taiko are also part of
other after school activities at school. Taiko is held in the library because the kids
use a lot of energy and the library is air conditioned and is able to keep them cool,
especially on hot days.
The purpose of Taiko is to help kids in
many ways. By being in Taiko, kids learn
is self discipline and responsibility.
Students have to turn in forms, and show up for practice or performances
on time. It also helps kids gain confidence since Taiko often performs at
special events like McNite, school programs and assemblies. They also
learn perseverance because Taiko teaches them not to give up. They
practice each piece over and over to prepare for their performances.
Taiko is much more than just drumming. We learn many important things
that will help us in school, at home, and everywhere else.

Art Club

Karate

By Leland Akau

By Rylee Jordan

This year we have
a new club on
campus, Art Club!
It’s open to 5th and
6th graders and is
taught by the
amazing Ms. Iona
Kaai. They meet
on Mondays from 2:15 to 3:15. There are 20 students
in Art Club. The purpose of having an Art Club is to let
kids express themselves through art and pictures. Ms.
Kaai says she wants the kids to have more time with
art instead of just 30 minutes of art in class. For those
that have an interest, they can have an extra hour to
pursue their passion for art. She wants this years 5th
and 6th graders to
set the foundation
for the club and to
help come up with
ideas for the future.
Art Club is another
fun extracurricular
activity that
Kanoelani has to
offer.

Kanoelani has many clubs to
offer students. If you listen
carefully after school, you can
hear sounds of students training.
Those sounds are from the kids
learning
Karate. The
group
meets every
Tuesday
and Friday.
The
instructors
are Sensei
Mark and
Sensei
Addison.
The
purpose of karate is to help kids to learn self defense
and just be themselves. Kanoelani offers this club to
have students practice discipline, self defense,
teamwork, and at the same time learn a little of the
Japanese language. If you are interested in joining
this Karate group, sign ups are normally held at the
beginning of the school year during meet and greet.
Karate teaches a lot of things and is a lot of fun!

Oﬀ Campus Adventures
Grade 1 - HTY

By Micah Fernandez
On August 30th, the first graders went to the Tenney Theater to
watch a play put on by the Honolulu Theatre for Youth. The title of
the play was, Filipino Folktales and Fables. They went to see the
play and learned about the Filipino culture and traditions. They
were able to do activities such as stick dancing and singing. The
first graders learned about a
special folktale called Pourquoi.
“Porquoi” means “why” in
French. Here is an example for
pourquoi, “why do pineapples
have a thousand eyes”. Mrs. Kamiya said that they enjoyed the play and
they would go again. After the field trip, the students wrote about the
setting and characters in the play. Mrs. Kamiya’s favorite part was the
battle of the crabs because they used puppets, and it was hilarious! She
said the coconut dance was also good too. She recommends parents and
children to go and says it was one of the best field trips in twenty years!

Grade 4 Geology Presentation

Grade 3 - Kennedy Theatre

By Leland Akau and Micah Fernandez

By Kou Hirohata

What is geology? Well,
geology is the study of rocks.
Last month, the 4th graders
had a special geology
presentation here at school.
The man who came to share
some geology information was
named, Mr. Mahoney from
Papahana Kuaola. We asked
a few students what they
learned from Mr. Mahoney.
They learned about volcanic rocks such as
Pahoehoe and A’a. They were able to learn what
makes the two types of rocks different. They also
learned about erosion. One student liked being
able to touch all the
different rocks, and
seeing a pretend island
being eroded by wind,
water, and waves. Next
month, they will be going
on a bus tour around
part of the island to see
different land formations.
Now that they know a
little about geology in
Hawaii, they will be able
to make connections
while on their upcoming
bus tour.

Almost every kid has read a Cat in the Hat book. This
year, the 3rd grade went to the Kennedy Theater at
the University of Hawaii to watch the play Dr. Seuss’
Cat in the Hat.
The students
learned to
work together
to make
someone
happy
because in
the play, the
two main
characters in
the play,
Thing 1 and
Thing 2 are sad
and bored because it is raining outside. The Cat in the
Hat comes along and causes mischief. While causing
mischief, he brings joy because the kids aren’t sad
and bored anymore. In the end, the characters work
together to clean up all of their mess. Mr. Guzman’s
and a lot of the kids’ favorite part was when Thing 1
and Thing 2 ran around and made a big mess. The 3rd
grade went on this field trip because the teachers
wanted to have the students see a play, they are
learning about fiction in school, and it can also be tied
into their choose love lessons for the whole grade
level. This sounds like a great field trip. It must’ve
been cool to see the Cat in the Hat brought to life.

Grades K-2

Gr. K-2 Fall Break
Reading Challenge Bingo
During fall break READ your favorite books.
Complete 5 of the activities below in a row (diagonal too)!
Bring your sheet back for a special treat.
Do ALL the activities and your name will be entered
in a drawing for an extra special prize!
*Each activity should last for at least 15 minutes!
Get an adult to initial each square. Have fun reading!
Read a book
with
a friend
Initial_______
FREE SPACE

Read
with a
flashlight
Initial_______

Read
with
a hat on
Initial_______

Listen to
someone read
to you
Initial_______

Read a book
about
animals
Initial_______

Read
in
the car
Initial_______

Read
under a
tree
Initial_______

Read
at
the park
Initial_______

Read a book
that is
true
Initial_______

Read
on
a couch
Initial_______

FREE SPACE

FREE SPACE

FREE SPACE

Read
under
a table
Initial_______

Read
a
library book
Initial_______

Read
in the
sunshine
Initial_______

Read a book
that
rhymes
Initial_______

Read
with
socks on
Initial_______

Read with
a
family member
Initial_______

Read
in
bed
Initial_______

Read
to your favorite
stuffed friend
Initial_______

Read
by a
window
Initial_______

FREE SPACE

Read a book
to someone
small
Initial_______

Turn in by Monday, October 15th.

_______________________

_________________

Child’s Name/Room #

Parent Signature

Grades 3-6

Gr. 3-6 Fall Break
Reading Challenge Bingo
During fall break READ your favorite books.
Complete 5 of the activities below in a row (diagonal too)!
Bring your sheet back for a special treat.
Do ALL the activities and your name will be entered
in a drawing for an extra special prize!
*Each activity should last for at least 30 minutes!
Get an adult to initial each square. Have fun reading!
Read a book
with
a friend
Initial_______
FREE SPACE

Read
with a
flashlight
Initial_______

Read
a
magazine
Initial_______

Listen to
someone read
to you
Initial_______

Read a book
about
animals
Initial_______

Read
a
biography
Initial_______

Read
under a
tree
Initial_______

Read
at
the park
Initial_______

Read
a
newspaper
Initial_______

Read
on
a couch
Initial_______

FREE SPACE

FREE SPACE

FREE SPACE

Read
under
a table
Initial_______

Read
a
library book
Initial_______

Read
in the
car
Initial_______

Read a book
that
rhymes
Initial_______

Read
with
socks on
Initial_______

Read with
a
family member
Initial_______

Read
in
bed
Initial_______

Read
to your favorite
stuffed friend
Initial_______

Read
s
non-fiction book
Initial_______

FREE SPACE

Read a book
to someone
small
Initial_______

Turn in by Monday, October 15th.

_______________________

_________________

Child’s Name/Room #

Parent Signature

