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District Spotlight
Challenges of Public Education

As Franklin ISD moves forward in an
era of tremendous growth in the great state
of Texas, it is important to understand the
challenges we face as a community and school
district. Here are some of the challenges that
public education is facing today.

School violence has increased to an all
time high in our country, and Texas is on the
list of states with recent experiences resulting
in the loss of student lives. An increase in the
amount of attention and resources to ensure
student safety is priority one in districts across
the state.
State funding for school districts has
been reduced to cover only 40 percent of
The State of Texas is growing at a rate
the required financing for Texas schools,
of 80 thousand students per year with a large
a situation which puts a larger burden on
percent of these students having special needs local taxpayers. State funding in the past
or a language barrier. To put this in perspective, exceeded over 50 percent. This decrease in
Texas students are increasing in number each
state funding results in higher local taxes to
year a little more than half the size of Dallas ISD. support the expectations a community has
for its school district. The alternative is to
At a ratio of 20 students to 1 teacher, that will
reduce staff and programs because of budget
require 4000 new teachers in Texas each year
restraints.
not including ones needed to replace retiring
teachers.
Success for public schools as well as
their present and future students will depend
heavily on the partnership between a school
Public Education is experiencing a
district, its parents, and community. It will
tremendous shortage of teacher applicants in
be vital that they stand together as these
several areas including Math, Science, English, challenges are met. A community will grow if
Special Education and Bilingual. The shortage
all stakeholders work together for its future;
in these areas makes it even more difficult
but it will fail if individual interests replace
working for the common good, and its
to support students’ needs in reaching their
students will be the ones that lose.
academic goals.
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For information pertaining to this section, contact Joe Squiers or Arlisa Hrncir (979) 828-7100.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

FEBRUARY
21st - 23rd - Softball Tournament
@ Caldwell
26th - Softball @ Rogers
7:00p.m.
28th - Boys & Girls Track
@ Centerville 3:00 p.m.
28th - 3/2 - Franklin Softball
Tournament

MARCH
1st & 2nd - Regional Team Tennis
FHS Tennis Complex 8:00 a.m.
5th - Softball & Baseball vs. Cameron
7:00p.m.
7th - Boys & Girls Track
@ Madisonville 3:30 p.m.
7th - 9th - Baseball Tournament
@ The Ranch
8th - Softball vs. Troy
7:00p.m.
13th - Softball vs. McGregor
7:00p.m.
15th - Baseball vs. Lexington
7:00p.m.
21st - Boys & Girls Track
@ Franklin 3:30 p.m.
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FISD will hold an orientation for parents of
incoming high school freshmen on February
25, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. in the Franklin High
School BCIS Lab. At the orientation, Mrs.
Shields and I will discuss topics ranging
from graduation plans to class scheduling.
If your son or daughter will be an incoming
freshman during the 2019-2020 school
year, please plan to join us and acquaint
yourself with these important topics.
Spring Break is less than three full weeks
away. We will conduct benchmark testing in
Algebra, Biology, and US HIstory the week
before Spring Break. Additionally, FHS will
begin scheduling classes for next year
with current juniors and sophomores in the
coming weeks. Please look for information
sent home with your child. Thank you again
for all of your support for Franklin High
School!

Jessica Richardson
placed 4th in the 3D Art
Show at the Houston
Livestock Show and
Rodeo
Aggieland
Showcase
powerlifting
meet
Top row (l to
r): Coach Will,
Coach Rob,
Hailie Morehead,
Coach Tucker.
Bottom row:
Hailey Hays,
Michaela
Tompkins.
Morehead won
her class with a
total of 1220 lbs.
Tompkins placed
4th in her class
and Hays placed
5th in her class.

m pus News
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Get to know
your Teachers!
Mike Tucker

Carrie Shields

well and the students work hard

All incoming freshmen parents are
invited to the 8th Grade Parent
Meeting, to be held on Monday,
February 25 at 6:00 p.m. The
meeting will take place at Franklin
High School, Room 112. We will
cover such topics as:

What is your biggest pet peeve? People who lie

•

Graduation Requirements and
Credits

•

Course Selections and Personal
Graduation Plans

•

Grades/ Weighted Classes/Class
Rank

•

Pre-AP, AP, Dual Credit Programs

•

Performance Acknowledgements

What is your favorite food/restaurant? Pizza

•

EOC Testing

What is your favorite movie? Caddy Shack

We look forward to meeting with you!

What are three key words to describe yourself?

I don’t know

Course(s) taught:
Integrated Physics & Chemistry,
Forensic Science,
Anatomy & Physiology

What do you love most about teaching at Franklin High School? The staff gets along

What is your biggest fear? Getting a misspelled tattoo
Where did you go to college? Sam Houston State
If you could vacation anywhere, where would you go? Fiji
Where did you attend elementary school? Can’t remember that far back
What is your middle name? Do not have one

AREA CHAMPS!
FHS Lady
Lions win over
the Whitney
Wildcats
55-48.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

FEBRUARY
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Phone apps parents
should be aware of

27th - Spring Pictures
28th - NJHS Induction
8:00 a.m.

MARCH
1st - Track @ Centerville
4th - 6th - Benchmarks
6th - Cheer Tryouts
8th - Track @ Madisonville
11th - 15th - Spring Break
20th - Track @ Franklin
21st - March Madness Snacks
22nd - School Holiday/RCFA
25th - Color Guard Tryouts
29th - Track @ Cameron

Teacher Feature - 7th Grade Team
Teams working together = student success.

Ky Foster
Science
After completing student teaching at FMS and graduating from Texas
A&M University last year, Ms. Foster began her teaching career in
Franklin. In addition to her teaching duties, Ms. Foster coaches high
school volleyball and junior high basketball. Her enthusiasm shows each day
through her enjoyment in getting to know her students. Coach Foster says, “I have
learned that not all days are going to be the best, but each day is an opportunity to
love on a student and push them to be their best self.”

m pus News
Keith Klaus
Reading
Mr. Klaus attended both the University of Texas and the University
of Mary Hardin Baylor. Although this is his first year at FMS, Mr.
Klaus has been teaching for 27 years. Coach Klaus has adorned
his classroom with encouraging sports posters and memorabilia including a huge
picture of the University of Texas Longhorn (much to the chagrin of the Aggies
among us.) He enjoys coaching football and baseball at both FMS and FHS. His
favorite quote is, “More people lose from lack of purpose than lack of talent.”

Beverly Lawrence
Math
A graduate of Tarleton State University, Mrs. Lawrence has enjoyed
27 years in the teaching profession. This is her 25th year to teach at
FMS. Mrs. Lawrence coaches the UIL Academic events of Editorial
Writing, Chess, and One Act Play at FMS and One Act Play and Science at FHS.
Mrs. Lawrence always has a smile to share and is often found connecting with her
students as she listens to weekend stories and shows interest in their hobbies and
activities. A strong, caring teacher and co-worker, life is always interesting around
Mrs. Lawrence. She loves to make people laugh.

Don Miller
History
Mr. Miller holds a bachelor’s degree in Education from the University
of Missouri at Columbia and a master’s degree in Historical
Geography from Texas A&M University. He has been a dedicated
teacher for 35 years and coach for 36 years. The last 12 of those years have been
in Franklin. In addition to teaching history, Mr. Miller coaches varsity football, JV
basketball, and junior high tennis. Coach Miller even enjoys driving a bus when
needed. He received the honor of being named Nike Coach of the Year for the
state of Texas in 1997 and 1999. Coach Miller’s dedication to his fellow man also
shows through his background of military service. He served a total of 20 years in
three branches of the US military: Navy (6), Marines (4), and Army (10).

Meghan Moran
ELA
Ms. Moran received her bachelor’s degree from Texas A&M
University and her master’s degree from Sam Houston State
University. She has been teaching for 10 years. Ms. Moran is in
her first year of teaching at FMS. She loves getting to know her
students as individuals, learning their personalities, their likes and dislikes, and
what they do for fun. Ms. Moran says, “I want them to know I care more about who
they are than the grades they make.”
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As students get older, they will get more
involved in activities outside of school
hours. It is important for a middle school
student to develop good study habits that
they will also be able to use in their future.
Below are thirteen study tips that we can
encourage our students to implement in
order to improve success.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Attend Class
Pay Attention
Take Notes
Get Plenty of Sleep
Organize your study notes clearly.

Examples: File them away, color code, etc

6. Make a plan for completing your
activities and studying/homework time.
7. Create checklists of everything you
need to study.
8. Use and study graphics when
possible.
9. Find a quiet place to study with few
distractions.
10. Form a study group and work
together.
11. Teach each other a topic that you are
studying (If you can teach it, you know
it!)
12. Take practice exam papers.
13. Take regular breaks while studying.
These are just some of the few study
habits that can be useful to students.
Many students will find that these skills will
also prove to be helpful in their future. I
still find myself using some of these today.
As always, if you have any questions or
concerns please contact me at jreagan@
franklinisd.net or (979) 828-7200.
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FEBRUARY
25th - TELPAS
27th - GT Science @ MS
3:30 p.m.
28th - 2nd grade Hard Hats for Little
Heads @ TAMU

MARCH
4th - 3rd & 4th Grade Mock Math
Benchmarks
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Should You Volunteer at Your Child’s School?
As parents, most of our plates are not only full
but overflowing; our schedules are so tight they’re
cutting off blood flow and our to-do lists are endless.
The last thing any of us truly wants to do is commit to
another project, group, or organization. But there’s
one area where we shouldn’t be cutting corners
or making excuses, and that’s volunteering at our
child’s school. The ongoing social, academic and
emotional success of our kids relies heavily on the
amazing network of parents and guardians; plus, the
school needs your voice and expertise.
Here are five reasons why you should get
involved (and how to do it without getting
overwhelmed).
1.

5th - 3rd & 4th Grade Reading
Benchmarks
6th - GT Science @ MS
3:30 p.m.
7th - Spring and Group Pictures
11th-15th - Spring Break

2.

19th - PreK Graduation Pictures
20th - GT Science @ MS
3:30 p.m.
21th - Mindset Mission
22nd - No School
29th - Art Club Field Trip to the
George Bush Library

Having fun in P.E.

3.

It takes a village: As the saying goes, “It
classroom or getting involved in site-based
takes a village to raise a child,” and the same
decision making; you have something to offer
is true for creating and maintaining a positive
and something to gain from the experience.
and nurturing school environment for an entire
student body. Building a tight-knit community
of volunteers who dedicate their time and 4. Your child will benefit: Helping at
the school will give your child a more
resources to building a solid foundation of
meaningful school experience — and that
support creates a lasting impression on staff and
should be motivation enough for anyone.
students alike. Your child’s school is the village
and you, my friend, are a villager, so get to work.
5. You’ll feel good: Not only will your volunteer
efforts pay off by enhancing your child’s
A little goes a long way: Maybe you work
experience on campus, you’ll feel pretty good
full time. Maybe you haven’t had a decent
about yourself too. Doing for others feels right,
shower since your firstborn arrived in 2010.
and it’s contagious. I’m not going to try and sell
I’m busy too, and odds are so are the other
you on volunteer work without tapping into the fact
parents at your child’s school. The big mistake
that it’s sure to get those feel-good endorphins
here is thinking volunteering has to be an “all
flowing.
or nothing” thing. It doesn’t. When it comes
to helping out, a little can really go a long
way. Check your calendar and figure out how So do your child’s school – and yourself – a favor:
much time you can really devote to volunteer become a volunteer in whatever capacity you are able
work, then make a commitment and stick to it. to, and get ready to get your buzz on.
Everyone has something to offer: Everyone
is good at something which means everyone
has something to offer. How can you apply
your skills and passions to your child’s school
community? The trick is to find your niche
and apply it to volunteer work accordingly.
Whether it is helping a teacher set up her

Call your school today and ask how you can be
involved. You will be glad you did.
Excerpt from Orange County Register’s parenting
section. 5 Reasons You Should Volunteer at Your
Child’s School, by Jo Ashline, a freelance writer, former
kindergarten teacher and mother of two.

m pus News
Valentine’s Day fun!

Counselor’s
Corner
Kimberley Hudson
In the past month, first through fourth
graders participated in guidance lessons
regarding Internet Safety.
Some of the topics discussed were:
• Not giving out personal information
• Cyberbullying
• Not talking to or meeting up with
people you do not know
• E-mails, messages, pictures etc.
• Never sharing your passwords
• Telling a trusted adult if you see
something that makes you feel
uncomfortable
To protect your kids online:
• Set some guidelines- Establish clear
guidelines like what type of sites they
can visit.
• Know your child’s games- Will
they allow unknown people to
communicate with your child?
• Be proactive- Teach your kids to
spot common tricks used by online
offenders.
• Spot Red Flags- Be aware of children
spending too much time online,
trying to conceal what they are doing
online, talking to people they do not
know online.
• Talk about it!- Regular conversations
about online safety can go a
long way in increasing trust and
communication.
• Get Involved- If you have kids that
like to play online games, play with
them. While you are playing, talk to
them about protecting themselves
and respecting others online.
Kimberley Hudson
Roland Reynolds Counselor
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