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“For I know the plans I have for you”
declares the Lord, “Plans to prosper you
and not harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11

Congratulations!
St. Dominic Class of 2018
Welcome to the Alumni Association
PLEASE SEND UPDATED EMAIL ADDRESSES AND CONTACT INFO TO: development@stdoms.org
St. Dominic High School ∙ 110 Anstice Street ∙ Oyster Bay, NY 11771 ∙ 516-922-4488 ∙ Development@stdoms.org

US Olympian comes home to Saint Dominic
On April 13th, Saint Dominic Alum, Matt Mortensen ‘04 figuration, the team had a little more trouble steercame back to visit his alma mater after competing ing. For their second heat, they came in 13th, five
in the Double Luge Event in the 2018 Winter Olym- tenths of a second behind the leading team.
pics in Pyeong Chang.
The team did well in the relay, missing the bronze
Mortensen, who grew up in Huntington Station atmedal by under one tenth of a second. “The first
tended both Saint Dominic Elementary School and
part of our 3-leg relay team had a bit of a slow
High School. He first became interested in luge
start, and that’s tough to recover from,” Mortenwhen he was around 12. His father’s employer, Veri- sen said.
zon, put out word to its employees that it was looking for young athletes to try their hand at this rela- Matt has been competing in luge since 2000, when
tively obscure sport. “I remember it feeling so fast he was 15-years-old. The intense training schedule
and so exciting,” he said of his early days of learning made it impossible for him to attend school full
the sport. But more than the exhilaration of a run, time, as most other teenagers his age do. He and
“It was more or less a bonding thing for me and my his family worked out an arrangement with the
teachers and administrators at St. Dominic have to
dad.”
make sure he didn’t have to choose between his
Luge is one of three main sled sports. The luger — passion and his education. “We had to really sit
or lugers, in the case of a doubles team — lies on a down and figure out how to do this,” Tim Homan,
flat sled, feet first, face up, and uses his or her calf Mortensen’s old social studies teacher said. “It
muscles to steer by controlling the “runners,” two took extra effort on the teachers here. I would
angled blades that
probably have
make contact with
to sit down
for four hours
the icy, winding track.
or so every
Lugers can reach
weekend to
speeds of almost 100
plan out the
mph, and at those
next two
speeds, Mortensen
weeks”.
said, precision is
Homan added
everything. Adjusting
that as chalthe luge’s runners by
lenging as it
just a millimeter
was for him
before a run can
and his colmake a difference of
leagues to
a tenth of a second.
make the
arrangement
In Pyeong Chang, in
work,
their first heat, they
came in 6th, just four tenths of a second behind the “Between his training and the work we were sendGerman team who took first. They decided to make a ing him, [Mortensen] had a very arduous worklast minute adjustment between runs. “It was about load.”
getting it solid for the relay [the following day] and Mortensen said he was grateful for the effort his
increasing our chances of taking home a medal.” So, teachers put in. “Without their help,” he said, “I
to reduce friction, he lowered the angle of the
runners by about a millimeter. Because they hadn’t
had a chance to practice with the new runner con-

wouldn’t have successfully completed my education
when I was younger.” He added that he knew several
athletes who couldn’t work out a similar situation
with their home schools and ended up dropping out.
The 2018 Winter Olympics were the 32-year-old
luger’s 20th year in the sport, and his second Olympics. “As a first time Olympian put it today,” he said,
for someone’s first games, “everything’s sparkly.”
As a returning competitor, he said, “This Olympics is
a bit different” from his first, in Sochi, Russia. “I just
came into it a little more with sober eyes.”
Parts Reprinted from Oyster Bay Guardian by Zach
Gottehrer-Cohen

Reiss Knehr ‘15 drafted by the San Diego Padres
PRESS RELEASE Seacaucus, N.J.
– (June 6, 2018) - Fordham University pitcher Reiss
Knehr (Glen Head, N.Y./St.
Dominic) joined an exclusive
group of Ram baseball players
on Wednesday, as he became the
36th Ram to be taken in the MLB
Draft. He was selected in the
20th round of the 2018 MLB Draft
(Pick #591) by the San Diego
Padres.
Knehr's selection marks the
fourth straight season that Fordham has had a player's name
called during the MLB Draft. The
Rams had two draftees in both
the 2015 (Brett Kennedy and
Charles Galiano) and 2016 (Greg
Weissert and Joseph Serrapica)
MLB Draft, and one in 2017
(Jimmy Murphy). He is the sec-

ond pick out of Fordham to go to
San Diego in the last four seasons, joining Brett Kennedy, who
is currently with San Diego's
Triple-A affiliate in El Paso. Reiss
Knehr is the latest Ram to be
selected in the MLB Draft
Knehr just finished his junior
season at Fordham, helping the
Rams to a 35-win season and a
return to the Atlantic 10 Championship after a one-year hiatus. He posted impressive numbers in 2017, posting a 2.40 ERA
and a 6-3 record in a careerhigh 90 innings pitched. He
recorded a career-high 93
strikeouts, ranking seventh on
the single-season list at Rose
Hill, while helping the Rams blow
away the school record for team
strikeouts in a season with 536.
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Knehr, a 2016 Atlantic 10 AllRookie Team selection, was
named Atlantic 10 Pitcher of the
Week once this season, after he
threw his first career complete
game shutout at Massachusetts
on May 11th. He gave up just four
hits in the game and struck out a
season-high 11 batters.
In the career record book, Knehr
is tied for second all-time at
Fordham in strikeouts with 218
along with Kennedy, while being
tenth in career ERA at 2.93 for
pitchers with a minimum two
years played and 75 innings
pitched. He is also the only Fordham pitcher in the over 155 years
of the baseball program to record
two seasons of at least 85
strikeouts.

Doms Alum, Grant Galligan ‘16, named to BIG EAST
Congratulations to alumnus Grant Galligan
St. Dominic Class of 2016, St. John’s University’20 for being named to the Big East
All-Academic Team as a freshman! At St.
Dominic, Grant was a four year letter winner and three year captain. He totaled
more than 60 points in each of his sophomore, junior and senior years. Was a four
year All-League nominee, and helped lead
his team to a Catholic High School Championship in his sophomore year. He was
named a top-100 Long Island players.

The St. Dominic 87th Commencement
June 2, 2018

On June 2, 104 members of the Class of 2018 became St. Dominic’s newest alumni. These graduates have been accepted
to 157 colleges, universities and military service academies and have been awarded $24 million in merit scholarships. The
Baccalaureate Mass for the students, parents and faculty took place the evening before.

Commencement Speaker
Donald “Taps” Gallagher ’72

1972 graduate Taps Gallagher was the 87th commencement speaker, delivering
an impassioned speech with wise advice on being kind and helpful to others.
Taps Gallagher is a 1972 graduate of St. Dominic who lived in Massapequa while
attending high school. While at St. Dominic, he was a varsity letterman in basketball, track and golf. He received a basketball scholarship to St. Mary’s University in Nova Scotia, Canada, where he was a member of a national championship basketball team and was also his class valedictorian. To this day, he is the
only American student to achieve that honor. Mr. Gallagher went on to receive a
Master’s Degree in Public Administration at St. John’s University in New York
City, graduating summa cum laude. He then proceeded to Loyola University
School of Law in Chicago, Illinois where he received his Juris Doctorate Degree.
Upon graduation, Mr. Gallagher was appointed as a Special Assistant Attorney
General and also served on the Character and Fitness Committee for the Illinois
Bar Examiners for a period of nine (9) years. This position is an appointment
from the Illinois Supreme Court.
Mr. Gallagher is an author of a book entitled “Stolen Glory”, which describes the sudden and shocking turn of events that
snatched the Gold victory from the United States at the 1972 Summer Olympic Basketball Game in Munich, Germany. At
the present time, he is representing the players in a quest to procure the gold medals that they were deprived of. The
screenplay was just completed and a movie is contemplated for the year 2022, which will be the 50 year anniversary of
the game.
Mr. Gallagher is also a basketball coach and referee who has been involved in all levels of competition from grammar
school through high school. He has coached the Chicago Blaze who was in the women’s WNBA. He is a member of St.
Mary’s University, Nova Scotia, and Canadian Hall of Fames. He currently practices law in Chicago where he specializes in
personal injury. He has been married for 34 years and has three (3) daughters. Over the years, he has been involved with
St. Dominic High School supporting the annual auction as well as providing scholarships for St. Dominic students.
To view the Commencement address click here

The St. Dominic 87th Commencement

June 2, 2018

Valedictorian,
Alexandria
Rothschild-Edwards

Salutatorian,
Nadiya
Sivin-Kachala

Look Back! Give Back!
Support the St. Dominic Annual Fund
Give Online to Saint Dominic
All donations will be matched,
no gift is too small!
True Blue Young Alumni Giving
WAYS TO GIVE

Classes of 2008-2017


Enclosed is my check for $_______, payable to
St. Dominic Church
Please charge my gift of $__________to my
credit card#___________________________
exp. date___/____

Call the Alumni Office at 516-922-4488, ext. 2201

Give Online to Saint Dominic












CLASS OF 2017 - $10
CLASS OF 2016 - $20
CLASS OF 2015 - $30
CLASS OF 2014 - $40
CLASS OF 2013 - $50
CLASS OF 2012 - $60
CLASS OF 2011 - $70
CLASS OF 2010 - $80
CLASS OF 2009 - $90
CLASS OF 2008 - $100
OTHER $________

August 8, 2018
Feast of Saint Dominic
Day of Giving
September 22, 2018
St. Dominic 5K Walk/Run
September 22, 2018
Homecoming Game
with complimentary Alumni
Pre Game Tailgate
September 29, 2018
St. Dominic Hall of Fame Dinner
September 30, 2018
Parish Mass & Picnic
October 5-6, 2018
50 Year Reunion Weekend
November 30, 2018
30th Annual Canivan Gala & Auction
Crest Hollow Country Club
February 8 , 2019
Moms of Doms Brunch
Jericho Terrace
May 20, 2019
27th Annual Golf Classic
Nassau Country Club
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Please email any personal updates,
pictures, marriages, announcements,
recognitions and noteworthy events for
the upcoming edition of PRIDE to
kmurphy@stdoms.org

Join our other sponsors and have your name or company
logo on our Race Day t-shirts!

For more information contact the Office of Development at
516-922-4488 ext. 2225 or development@stdoms.org

Boys Varsity Swim Team Wins Division III Championship!
Congratulations to the Boys Varsity Swim team for winning
the Division III Championship, the first ever for the St. Dominic Swimming Program! On top of that, the team was also
runner up in the Division III Dual Meet! It was an outstanding
season for the Boys Varsity Swim team. This is truly a team
sport as it requires every member of the team to swim their
hearts out, and swim their hearts out they did, finishing with
a record of 7-3. Top two scorers this season were Junior
Eric Szydlowski and Freshman Peter Thais. Senior Andrew
Thais took away the team MVP Vinny Harkins Award.
#GoBayhawks

Tommy Rooney makes
St. Dominic LAX History
Congratulations to senior Tommy Rooney, who was named
to Newsday 1st team All Long Island. He is the first lacrosse player in St. Dominic history to be named to this incredible
team. Tommy will be continuing his talents as a student-athlete
at Siena College in the fall.

Senior Signing Day

St. Dominic High School Reunions
Class of ‘88 Reunite
The Class of 1988 held a joy filled 30th reunion on
Saturday, April 28 at The Meetball Place in Farmingdale.
There was lots of hugs, smiles and shared memories as
well as a fun and at times challenging trivia game. A
much deserved round of applause for Julie (Rospars)
Keffer and Patty Duffy for planning the event.

Celebrating 20 Years of
Friendship and Fun
The Class of 1998 had a blast at their
20 year reunion on Saturday, June 23rd
at Del’s Bar and Grill. Much thanks to
Kathryn Harty Cleary for organizing the
night.

CALLING THE CLASS of 1968!!! 50 YEAR REUNION
A Weekend of Events !
Friday October 5, 2018
Golf @ Town of Oyster Bay Golf Course, Woodbury Contact Joe Gavin prouddad880@gmail.com by Sept. 1st
Meet and Greet @ Spinnakers, 62 South Street Oyster Bay $25pp
Saturday, October 6, 2018
10am -1pm Tennis
5pm Mass at St. Dominic Church
7pm Dinner at the Garden Room at the Milleridge Inn, 585 N. Broadway, Jericho $100pp

For More Information contact Lora McNeece Barrett at Loramcnb@comcast.net

Follow us!
twitter.com/StDomsHS

www.facebook.com/
stdomshsalum/

www.instagram.com/
stdomshs/

