December 18th, 2018
UPCOMING EVENTS AT HIGHLAND OAKS
Thurs 12/20

Holiday Music Performances see
pg 4

12/24-1/4

Winter Break

Thurs 1/17

Collaboration Day, 11:40 am
dismissal

Mon 1/21

No School, Martin Luther King Jr.
Birthday

Tues 1/22
Tues 1/22-Fri
1/25

HOPTSA Meeting , 8:30 am

Can You Help Food Drive

The Highland Oaks Master Calendar is
available at www.ho.ausd.net, please click on
Parents>PTSA>Event Calendar.

Incredible Volunteers
Needed
Can You Help Food Drive Jan 22-25th. Help
sort cans. Please contact Steve Rhee rheesteve@yahoo.com
Hawk Walk Feb 6th. Help with planning and
collecting funds. Please contact Steve Rhee rheesteve@yahoo.com
HOPTSA Board for the 2019-20 school year.
Would you like to be on the Board and make a
schoolwide difference? You can nominate
yourself or someone you know. See page 6 for
the nomination form. Return to office by
January 11th

PURCHASE SCRIP for the
Holidays What is Scrip: It is an
opportunity to raise money for the Arcadia
Educational Foundation. Instead of going to the
grocery store to buy gift cards you can purchase
gift cards at the school office. A portion of your
purchase (2.5%-14% of purchase price depending
on the business) will go back to supporting Arcadia
Schools.
See page 5 for order sheet.

FROM THE HOPTSA PRESIDENT…
Dear Highland Oaks Families,
"What is Christmas? It is tenderness for the past, courage for
the present, hope for the future. It is a fervent wish that every
cup may overflow with blessings rich and eternal, and that
every path may lead to peace." – by Agnes M. Pharo
My most sincere greetings to all Highland Oaks families. Wish
you all a joyous and peaceful Holiday break. If you are
traveling, I pray for you a safe and rewarding trip. If you plan
to stay in town, may I wish for you an invigorating rest.
Regardless of where you are, I hope that you will spend a
wonderful time with friends and family!
I look forward to seeing you on campus in 2019!

Hua Chen, HOPTSA President
h.chen5@gmail.com (626) 215-4694

The Highland Oaks Faculty would like to
thank all of our families for sharing your
wonderful children with us each day. We are so
fortunate to have fabulous parents, students
and faculty who help make Highland Oaks so
special. Happy Holidays!

Coffee Talk with
3rd grade teacher,
Mrs. Smith
How did you decide to become a teacher?
As early as I can remember I’ve always enjoyed
working with children. In high school I volunteered at
the Arcadia Public Library and helped with the
children’s summer reading program. I also took a class
at Arcadia High where I would come and read books to
elementary students. It was at this time in my life that I
realized I wanted a career working with children.
Tell us something about your family?
We are all blessed to be working or going to school in
the Arcadia School District. My husband, Brad Smith,
taught 18 years at Dana Middle School and is now an
instructional math coach for Arcadia. Our son, Jordan,
is a second grader in Mrs. Salvador’s class and our
daughter, Sierra, is a first grader in Mrs. Scott’s
class. We love to go camping together and we love
spending time playing games as a family.
What would you tell your elementary grade self if you
could speak to her?
I would tell myself to enjoy every minute with family
and friends. Take time to play games, listen to stories
and soak up the moments with loved ones for these
are the moments you will treasure for the rest of your
life.

HOPTSA celebrates the
Holiday with brunch, good
cheer and gratitude for all the
contributions of teachers,
staff, and parents.

A spirited Steve Rhee recruiting help
for the Can You Help Food Drive.

What are your hobbies?
I love painting, crafting and doing any DIY projects. I
also enjoy baking and dancing.
What would be a dream field trip regardless of
logistics or cost?
If I could be like Ms. Frizzle, we’d all get in a
spaceship, take a tour of our solar system and be
back by dismissal.
What is your role as a teacher rep for HOPTSA?
I represent the letter T in HOPTSA which stands for
Teachers/Staff. I attend the HOPTSA meetings once
a month and report on behalf of the staff if they
would like me to report or share something at the
meeting. I also share back with the staff if anything
needs to be reported back. I’ve enjoyed being the
faculty liaison because I can also be in attendance as
a parent.

Thank you to
Madhu and Nana
for the organizing
the food and
decorations.

Maria Vasquez of Designing Dads updating
HOPTSA on how fundraised money will be used
to support upcoming music/arts events and
upgrades to the lighting and sound system in the
MPR.

Aaron Rose, the HO rep for Arcadia
Education Foundation (AEF) explaining
the need for more parent involvement
in the Foundation.

Family Math Game Night
On November 2nd HOPTSA hosted its 4th Annual Family Math Game Night. What an INCREDIBLE night! It was
so amazing to see our Highland Oaks students and their families having a blast playing fun and challenging
games and puzzles together!
Thank you to all who attended! We had another INCREDIBLE turnout and a few lucky students even went home
with games of their own as raffle prizes!
We would especially like to thank all our INCREDIBLE volunteers, who made the event such a great success
including: Patti Mattera, Fernando De La Rosa, Julie Salvador, Brad Smith, Joanne Dodson, Steven Rhee, Jennifer
Gu, Kim Valentine, the Wu Family, and the Taylor Family.
And this year, we had such tremendous help and support from two INCREDIBLE student service organizations
from Arcadia High School: the AHS National Honor Society and Kare 4 Kids, who provided over 30 student
volunteers for our event!!
Finally, we would like to thank Lakeshore for their INCREDIBLE help and support for the fourth year in a row and
for their generous donation of items for our raffle as well!
Thanks again and hope everyone enjoys more board gaming fun with their families this holiday season!

Dear Readers,
HOPTSA would like to thank parents:
Julie Salvador for creating and maintaining the HO
webpage.
Marinda Tu for being the Reflections chairperson.

If you would like to submit photos, articles, or
suggestions to Hawk Talk, please e-mail
HOPTSA@gmail.com
If you would like to nominate an Incredibles
Volunteer please go to the school office parent sign
counter to fill out a slip.

