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AP Biology
AP Biology students had an opportunity to see cellular respiration in action! Specifically, they observed yeast
undergo fermentation, consuming glucose in an oxygen-less environment. Students measured carbon dioxide
output and measure pH change using a color indicator. Concepts such as cellular respiration are very abstract,
so bringing this to a hands-on activity helps students to discover that “this really happens!”

Independent Computers
Students in Independent Computer classes have designed hallway bulletin board displays for student
recognition, motivation, and event planning. Students will work cooperatively with club sponsors, the athletic
director, and the band director to update displays throughout the year to incorporate school events and awards.
Borders and lettering were purchased through the newly established HC Faculty Fund.

The Adventures of Student Council
Student Council sponsored the first Homecoming Dance on September 22nd in the High School Cafeteria.
More than 150 students (grades 9-12) attended
to dance the night away. Mrs. Genchur baked
some delicious cookies and the Dairy
Association donated ice cream and sundae
fixings! The dance served as a profitable
fundraiser for Student Council.

Play Ball!
On Sunday, September 23, Mr. Krejocic took Homer-Center Baseball Players Jaykob Saiani and Cobe
Daugherty to La Roche College for a campus visit. Both students have interest in playing collegiate baseball
and had the opportunity to watch La Roche College take on Seton Hill University. Former teammate/standout
second baseman Corey Cavalier currently plays for Seton Hill. It was a great opportunity for the kids to tour the
campus, watch an old teammate, and see the competitive nature of college athletics. While on campus the
players were able to meet Head Coach Chase Rowe, assistant coach Sean Lubin and tour the campus including
both the academic and athletic facilities.

Conemaugh Health Careers Day
On October 11th 7 students spent the day at Conemaugh Memorial Medical Center for their annual Health
Careers Day. The students each completed a lengthy application packet and were accepted to attend the event.
Emily Zerfoss, Alexis Clark, Savanna Ahlborn, Jaden Blatt, Faith Buggey, Kennidy Page and Carter Cavalier
all had the opportunity to learn about the full spectrum of careers at the hospital. Each year students that attend
this event give positive feedback saying the event helped them to narrow down their future career goals and to
learn more about the opportunities in the healthcare industry.

National Center for Defense Manufacturing & Machining Hosts Career Day
Seven students were nominated by the HCHS faculty to attend
the NCDMM Manufacturing Career day on October 4th. The
event was an invaluable experience for participants Trey Mock,
Ian Adamson, Aaliyah Bowman, Seth Pribesh, Matthew Lee,
Sierra Banks and Jacob Rowles. The students learned to use
engineering software to create their own fidget spinner which
they then printed parts for on a 3D printer. The students also
learned about the wide variety of career opportunities available
in the manufacturing and machining industry. Did you know
corporations are now 3D printing cement houses for low
income areas and areas that have experienced mass destruction in natural disasters? The students also learned
about a dog who was born with deformities in his front legs but can now run at full speed thanks to legs that
were engineered and printed on a 3D printer. As if the education wasn’t good enough, NCDMM provided
Homer-Center with our very own 3D printer and a $2,000 check to purchase supplies for the printer. We are
thankful to NCDMM for the time and money they spent to make this such a special learning experience!

Mr. Bauer and his Elementary PE classes have been working on
fitness based games in conjunction with Project Fit America.
Students are working on Cardiovascular Endurance, Upper and
Lower Body Strength and Core Strength. We are using a variety of
fitness games designed increase strength while providing a fun and
safe environment.

Art Workshop
Saturday October 20, 2018 IUP will be hosting an Art Intensive Day of workshops. Four students from
Homer-Center will be attending this day-long event participating in Advanced Art Methods and Mediums.
Stella Cornman, Courtnie Piper, Ashley Gardner and Ian Adamson will be representing Homer-Center at
this event.

HC Blood Drives
The Health Careers Club and National Honor Society is proud to announce that the upcoming Blood
Drives for the 2018-2019 School year will be hosted by the Central Blood Bank. Central Blood Bank (CBB) is a
not -for-profit blood collection organization established in 1951. Today, CBB employees collect test and
distribute more than 140,000 blood products annually. CBB has 22 conveniently located community donor
centers and hold several mobile blood drives daily to many neighboring schools and communities. A couple of
the community blood centers are in Greensburg and several Pittsburgh locations which provide blood in need
to more than 50 hospitals in Western, Pa., eastern Ohio and northern West Virginia.
Why does Central Blood Bank rely so much on high school blood drives? High Schools provide as
much as 15 percent of the blood collected each year. When meeting with Dena Gribble, Account Manager of
Central Blood Bank, she reported that 60% of the blood they collect comes from outside sources and 35%come

from High Schools and Colleges. What was so exciting to hear was the Scholarship Program that Central
Blood Bank has to offer our school at Homer Center. The scholarship program is based off of a point/dollar
amount system. Because Homer Center HS booked 2 events, our first event coming up on December 3rd,
2018, and the second one sometime in March, 2019, we would receive 80 points equivalent to $750.00 as a
first time sign up Bonus. When you schedule early by a particular date, you receive another bonus of $250.00.
In addition, when you schedule during a bonus day or "red zone time" you receive an additional $750.00.
Before our first blood drive we already raised $1750.00 scholarship money for our students. The potential of
raising money for our students is limitless.
Another great incentive is that Homer Center students who sign up for the blood drive are rewarded with
a free gift for signing up even if they do not qualify to donate that day. Dena reported that some of the past gift
ideas were a new T shirt, a Penguins winter cap, and a device for a smartphone like a popsocket. All blood
drives must have a minimum of 30 participating donors in order for the drive to earn scholarship points and to
count for the scholarships. When drives meet the minimum requirements, our high school will earn points for
every participating donors regardless if they are able to use the blood or not even if the person is rejected due to
low iron or other criteria. So therefore we earn points on the numbers of sign ups and not the amount of pints
collected.
A local church or community may also book and sponsor a blood drive with Central Blood Bank
and "donate" their points to our Homer Center School for our scholarship program as long as they
schedule between the 2 dates we have booked with the CBB. If interested please contact Dena Gribble at
dgribble@itxm.org for more details.
We are excited to the many opportunities on raising more scholarship money for our students here at
Homer Center School by booking and sponsoring our upcoming next blood drive this December 3, 2108.
Please mark your calendars and plan on coming and supporting our students future.

Falling into Math
We are getting ready for fall in Mrs. Skoff’s fifth grade math class. Using pumpkins, students had the
opportunity to have hands-on experience with a variety of measurement tools and techniques. Prior to finding
actual measurements, students made estimates about the length of the stem, weight, circumference, diameter,
and number of seeds in their pumpkin. Students used a clamp and rulers to find the diameter of their pumpkin in
metric (cm) and customary (in) measurements. They used tape measures to find the circumference using both
systems of measurement. They estimated the number of seeds in their pumpkins by splitting them into four
even-looking piles, counting one pile, rounding that number, and then multiplying it by four. Students used a
triple beam balance, which they have recently been taught about in Mrs. Mlakar’s science class, to measure the
weight of the pumpkin and the weight of the seeds in grams. They followed this by measuring the weight on a
digital scale to confirm their accurate use of the triple beam balance and compare that weight to the weight in
ounces. Following this activity, students completed a Collins writing about what they learned and to analyze
their data. There was a great deal of learning and fun that took place throughout this activity, even during the
challenging parts.
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As a follow up activity, students will be using their data to create group data charts and graphs in Mrs.
Hildebrand’s technology class while learning about spreadsheets.

Sixth Graders “AR”e Off to a Great Start
In sixth grade, students are reading to learn, as well as reading for enjoyment. To help guide their
independent reading practices, sixth grade students are utilizing the Accelerated Reader (AR) program.
Students’ reading levels are assessed quarterly through the STAR (Standardized Test for the Assessment of
Reading) test. This assessment provides an individual grade equivalent reading level as well as a reading level
range to assist students when picking independent reading books. Students are also given an AR point goal.
This goal is met through taking online comprehension quizzes that allow students to earn points towards their
goal based on the difficulty of the book read. Students have daily AR time when they read independently and
take AR quizzes. Up to this point, Gracie Anderson, Brianna Taylor, Brian Mills, Abby Wadsworth, Riley
Miscik, GiGi Palmer, Noah Turk, Alexis Mitchell, and Braden Dunn have all achieved 100% of their AR goal.
Great job students!

Sixth Graders Compete in Online Programs
Sixth grade students and teachers are taking advantage of two district provided online programs that strengthen
necessary skills and fluencies. During built in PSSA prep times, occasional class times, and free times, students
are completing Study Island assignments to earn “blue ribbons” and are also working through various First in
Math activities to earn “stickers”. A banner of charts and clothes pins hanging in the sixth grade hallway
displays each student’s progress in First in Math. Students have the opportunity to move their pin across the
banner from “Rookie” to “Grand Champion” as they progress through the program’s activities and earn stickers.
At this point in time, Gracie Anderson, Riley Miscik, and Alexis Mitchell earned a maximum of thirty-one blue
ribbons while Dan Jones, Noah Turk, and Nathan Birchall earned 5,000; 4,000; and 3,500 stickers respectively.

Proud Of Our Veterans
Students in Ms. Bruno’s & Mr. Hall’s Social Studies classes had the privilege of sending warm thoughts &
letters of appreciation to veterans who will be participating in an Honor Flight to Washington DC on Veterans
Day. Students prepared almost 300 letters that were sent to Ohio for the veterans to read at “Mail Call” during
the Honor Flight. The HC Community continues to proudly support our military.

SAP Addresses Suicide Awareness
On September 24th, during Homeroom, members of the HCHS SAP Team visited each homeroom to discuss the
topic of Suicide & Suicide Prevention. After explaining the purpose SAP & passing out cards with contact
information for resource agencies, team members
reassured all students that they are valued & loved
members of our community.

Break Out
Students in Ms. Yurky's classes recently participated in a BreakOut activity. Using critical thinking and
collaboration, they worked together to solve a mystery. Students in 8th Grade History solved a mystery
relating to the Salem Witchcraft Trials, and those in Human Geography solved one dealing with the Themes of
Geography.

Parent-to- Parent Workshop
IUP Professor, Dr. Erick Lauber, has presented 5 parent workshops to Homer-Center parents over the course of
2018. These informational meetings present statistics and facts in an engaging atmosphere. Parents that attend
receive valuable information on how to discuss
drugs and addiction with their students as well as
what warning signs to look out for. Pizza is
provided for the parents and those in attendance
have an opportunity to win gift cards.
The final 2 workshops will be held on November
15 and December 13 in the LGI from 6-7 pm.
Please RSVP to Steven Hall at
shall@homercenter.org

Walk for a Wonderful Life
Over a dozen students from the Interact Club volunteered their time on Sunday, September 23 to assist with the
6th Annual Walk for a Wonderful Life sponsored by the Suicide Task Force of Indiana County. These students
assisted with setting up, registration, and parking. Thank you for your part in raising awareness of this cause.
Interact Club will be volunteering at the Aultman Fire hall Fall Festival on October 27, 2018.
Please e-mail Steven Hall with any upcoming service project ideas-- shall@homercenter.org

Envirothon
Hundreds of teachers and professionals throughout Pennsylvania guide high school students through this natural
resource environmental education program that combines classroom learning and outdoor activities. This
exposure to nature and seeing how humans impact the natural world provide invaluable lessons for
understanding ecosystems and our environment.
At the Envirothon, teams of five students compete in field testing using their knowledge in five topic areas –
Soils and Land Use, Aquatic Ecology, Forestry, Wildlife, and Environmental Issues. A current environmental
issue is chosen each year as the “hot topic” for the year. This year it was Coal.

Team Lab Rats
Josh Elkin, Mark Perry, Annaleigh Spade, Ali Schmidt, Justley Sharp
First place overall; perfect score in aquatics
7th grade team
Alivia Stambolia, Grace Frazer, Ashlyn Kerr, Meegan Williams, Alaina Fabin

6th Grade Field Trip
On Tuesday, October 2, 2018 the Homer-Center Elementary 6th grade traveled to Gettysburg National
Military Park. Our first stop was the visitors center where students were treated to a movie, viewed the
cyclorama, and toured the museum. The movie entitled “A New Birth of Freedom” gives visitors background
information about America’s Civil War with an emphasis on the battle of Gettysburg being a turning point in
this four year conflict. The Cyclorama is a 360 degree painting that is 42 feet high and 377 feet long. It was
painted by French artist Paul Philippoteaux in 1879 after visiting the battlefield. The painting depicts the July 3,
1863 action often referred to as Pickett’s Charge. The museum has many primary sources from the battle of
Gettysburg. Sources include amazing artifacts such as two Minié balls that collided on Culp’s Hill during the
battle, letters home from soldiers, and even a blood stained stretcher. The trip continued with a tour of the
battlefield by a Licensed Battlefield Tour Guide. Students were guided to many famous places on this tour like
Oak Hill where the Peace Light memorial was lit on the 75th anniversary of the battle. Students also visited
Little Round Top whose heights overlook a large part of the battlefield and which was an important strategic
position for the Union. Before dropping off our guides, Homer Center 6th grade students met at the
Pennsylvania Monument on Cemetery Ridge for a group photo. Our final activity of the trip was to walk
Pickett’s Charge. This walk, nearly a mile, took place from the Virginia Monument, crossed the Emmitsburg
Road, and ended at the Angle. Student’s were treated to dinner at Hoss’s in Bedford during the trip home.
Sixth grade students and teachers would like to thank the parents of the Class of 2025 for organizing and
funding this successful, educational, day of fun.

