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About Northville Public
As Northville Public Schools prepares for 2015 and beyond, we seek to build
on our strong tradition of excellence by forging a path forward that will open
a world of possibilities for our students as they navigate an increasingly
interconnected and digitally-rich world. Northville Public Schools aims to
equip every student with the skills and dispositions they will need to thrive in
the 21st century world.
Across the school district’s learning continuum, from early childhood through
high school, we are deepening our focus on authentic learning opportunities
that allow students to make connections between what they are learning in
the classroom and real-world issues. The district is building a culture of
student empowerment, along with enduring leadership principles that will
ensure students are college- and career-ready in the 21st century world.

-> -> Kindergarten Philosophy <- <Kindergarten should be a developmentally appropriate place for every child of legal entry age.
This setting engages children in an intellectually rigorous curriculum which enhances both
aesthetic and physical growth. The purpose of kindergarten is to nurture the nature of four-,
five-, and six-year-old children, to cultivate their love of learning, and to attend to their
physical, social, emotional, and cognitive needs.
Because kindergarten children develop socially, emotionally, intellectually, and physically at
varying rates, we provide an environment that expects and values these differences.
Because kindergarten children learn through meaningful, concrete experience, we provide an
environment that is play-based, multi-sensory, and rich with opportunity for exploration,
discovery, decision-making, and problem-solving.
Because kindergarten children learn from interaction with adults and peers, we provide
opportunities for large groups, small groups, cooperative, and individual activities that cultivate
a sense of cooperation, responsibility, and respect for oneself and others.

Before School Begins
The summer weeks provide a wonderful opportunity to prepare your
child for going to school.
1. Practice the best routes to the school or bus stop.

2. Show your child the school playground so he/she is familiar with it when school
begins.
3. Discuss school activities, school friends, new
experiences, and things to learn.
4. Discuss any doubts or fears your child expresses.
Try to answer all questions in a positive, reassuring
way, and let your child know there will be friendly
people to help on those first days of school.
5. Give your child many opportunities to play with
others. Preschoolers who play with other children adjust more quickly to school life.
6. Surround your child with books and
read to him/her often. It is important that
he/she find pleasure and satisfaction in
reading.
7. Encourage your child to take turns,
seek permission when using the
belongings of others, and become more
considerate of others.
8. Encourage your child to wash and
dress, put away toys, and attend to
lavatory needs without assistance. The
more independent your child is, the
easier the school adjustment will be.

Before School Begins, cont’d.
9. Teach first and last name, address, and phone number to your child.
10. Encourage your child to talk about experiences, and what is seen and felt. Talk
about comparisons by relating present to past experiences.
11. Give your child choices within reason: “Which of these activities would you like to
do first?”

12. Give your child tasks to do every
day. Completion of these will help
develop a sense of responsibility
and self-worth.
13. Encourage your child to use
language appropriate to his/her age.
14. Label all articles of clothing and other items brought to school with first and last
name.
15. Snow boots should be large enough so that your child can put them on and take
them off without assistance.
16. Clothing should be easy for the child to put on and remove.
17. Make sure your child gets plenty of rest each night.
18. Practice counting.

Parents’ Attitudes are Important, Too!
Much of a child’s attitude towards school and learning is formed before reaching kindergarten.
The attitudes and practices of parents are crucial, because you are the most important person in
your child’s eyes.
For example, reading is more likely to be important if a child has seen reading material around
the house, has observed adults reading a great deal, and has been read to frequently.
If a child sees parents deal with new situations openly and calmly, coming to kindergarten will
more likely to be viewed positively.

Curriculum Goals
Language Arts
Northville Public Schools supports the Michigan Reading Association
Research Based Definition of Reading: Reading is the process of
constructing meaning through the dynamic interaction among the reader’s
existing knowledge, the information suggested by written language, and
the context of the reading situation. We know that meaning cannot be
passively taken from text, but that readers must actively create meaning
from the interaction of their background experience along with their
understanding of the author’s message. The construction of meaning
takes place with pre-readers throughout the day and across the curriculum
as they listen to stories, observe print, participate in shared writing
experiences, and attempt to write for themselves. When reading proceeds letter by letter or word by
word, comprehension is difficult, if not impossible. Using materials that contain meaningful text and
are relevant to young children can help facilitate reading for meaning

To broaden existing knowledge, Northville kindergarten children will work towards:
1. Participating in a variety of experiences both inside and outside of the classroom.
2. Developing, practicing, and expanding spoken language and thought.
3. Developing and practicing thinking skills through listening, speaking, reading, writing, and
dramatizing.
4. Experiencing reading and writing in a variety of settings for a variety of purposes.
5. Experiencing reading and writing as an integrated part of the total curriculum.
Emergent Writing

Northville children will work towards:
1. Watching as words are written
2. Imitating writing-like behavior.
3. Telling stories about a picture and showing a desire to have the story printed.
4. Experimenting with and producing writing language.
5. Utilizing their own system of writing (drawing, scribbling, letter streams, ear spelling, and
conventional spelling).
6. Utilizing a variety of tools for their writing.
7. Writing for many purposes (stories, correspondences, labels, journals, lists).

Curriculum Goals, cont’d.
Language Arts, Emergent Writing, cont’d.
8. Choosing a topic or idea for writing.
9. Organizing their ideas in a logical sequence.
Emergent Reading
Northville children will work toward:
1. Seeking book experiences for personal enjoyment.

2. Practicing reading-like behavior.
3. “Re-reading” familiar books from memory.
4. Telling stories about pictures.
5. Responding to symbols in the environment (signs, advertisements, labels).
6. Dictating and reading their own stories.
7. Making the connection between the spoken word and the written word.
8. Developing recognition of word patterns in stories, finger plays, songs, and poetry.
9. Comprehending and recalling story sequence, sense of story, characters, setting, cause and
effect, details, and the main idea in stories.

10. Distinguishing between real and make-believe stories and situations.
11. Recognizing likenesses and differences among objects, pictures, and sounds.
12. Beginning to develop an awareness of letter-sound associations and their usefulness through
interactions with whole, meaningful text.
13. Predicting and evaluating as they listen to stories.

Math
Northville children will work toward understanding the curriculum objectives in math through
exploration, discovery, and problem-solving. Keeping in mind the kindergarten belief statements,
teachers use the present curriculum guidelines to structure learning situations that stimulate and
involve children in math projects. Math activities are integrated with other relevant projects such as
science and social studies, etc. Math skills are acquired through spontaneous play, projects, and
situations of daily living. Conceptualization is developed by first focusing on concrete materials, then
focusing on the representations of these materials in picture form and finally, learning to use the
abstract numbering system. Children are given opportunities to explore materials before using them
in a prescribed way. The same mathematical concepts and skills are presented on many occasions
and in many different ways.

Curriculum Goals, cont’d.
Math, cont’d.
Northville children will work toward:


Developing an understanding of the patterns of mathematics through the use of concrete
materials.



Exploring materials in their own way.



Describing, extending, creating, and analyzing patterns.



Classifying objects and events by common attributes.



Relating abstract ideas to their concrete existence in the real world.
Measuring objects using non-standard units.



Exploring materials in their own way.



Describing, extending, creating, and analyzing patterns.



Classifying objects and events by common attributes.



Relating abstract ideas to their concrete existence in the real world.



Measuring objects using non-standard units.



Exploring addition and subtraction using concrete objects.



Associating the concept of quantity with the appropriate mathematical symbol.



Learning the sequence of number names.



Exploring the concept of parts and wholes.



Comparing and estimating lengths, masses, quantities, and volumes.



Identifying and describing basic shapes.



Using the ordinal concepts of first, second, third, and last.

Science
The scientific method is a system of investigation that typically involves a
variety of steps and builds upon children’s natural desire and curiosity
about how things work. It is a method of learning that gives children a
structure for their exploration and helps them to formulate and articulate
their ideas, sharpen their observation skills, and communicate the results
to others.
Northville children will work toward:


Building on their current concepts and language to expand their
understanding of the natural world

Curriculum Goals, cont’d.
Science, cont’d.


Developing the processes of experimentation (predicting, conducting, observing, comparing,
concluding, and documenting).



Developing skills for making comparative observations (sorting, classifying, ordering).



Utilizing equipment to extend science concepts (scales, magnifying lenses, magnets,
thermometers, measurement containers).



Exploring a variety of cause and effect relationships.



Developing an understanding of measurement concepts (length, area, volume, weight, mass
temperature).



Developing positive health habits.



Developing an awareness of the changing nature of science and technology in their world.

Social Studies
In kindergarten, a child continues to develop an understanding of him/herself as a unique individual,
as a member of a family unit, and as a part of a larger society. Along with deepening this
understanding, it is our goal to help children learn to respect and value diversity in our world.
Children will have the opportunity to participate in a variety of non-biased, non-stereotypical
classroom activities and dramatic play experiences in meeting this goal.
Northville children will work toward:


Gaining an understanding of themselves of individuals.



Recognizing similarities among all people.



Expanding their awareness of and respect for physical, cultural, religious, and racial diversity.



Developing the ability to interact knowledgeably, comfortably, and fairly with people of all races,
cultures, religions, and abilities.



Developing an awareness that interests and career choices do not have to be limited by gender.



Developing an understanding of their role within their family.



Recognizing differing roles and responsibilities of family members.



Developing an understanding of their cultural traditions as well as accepting the cultural traditions
of others.



Developing a beginning sense of historical empathy through discovering how lives were different
in the past and its impact on the present and future.



Learning to work cooperatively, respect the rights of others, and to take care of themselves and
their possessions.

Curriculum Goals, cont’d.
Social Studies, cont’d.


Developing conflict resolution and problem-solving skills.

Art
Art experiences in kindergarten provide opportunities for children to use their imagination, express
their feelings and emotions, and let their creativity and imagination blossom. Through art, children
learn to value uniqueness and individuality along with
developing their own sense of what is beautiful. Open-ended
art experiences, in which the process is emphasized rather
than the product, build divergent thinking and problem-solving
skills. In addition, expressive art activities provide the
opportunity for children to make choices, try new ways of
doing things, experiment with color, shape, texture, and
dimension and heighten perceptual skills and hand-eye
coordination.

Music/Movement
Music experiences in kindergarten provide the opportunity for children
to develop an appreciation of music, to solve problems through
creative thinking, and to express themselves musically. Exposure to a
variety of types of music, sounds, and instruments allows children to
develop musical tastes and preferences along with auditory
discrimination skills. Through the music program, children work toward
establishing the ability to maintain a steady beat, along with
developing creative,
conceptual, and logical
thinking abilities. Creative, rhythmic movement skills are
also developed naturally through music.
Movement exploration allows the child the opportunity to
experiment with how the body moves, to discover abilities,
and to develop body and spatial awareness along with
practicing fundamental motor skills. While the enjoyment of
music and movement is a priority, music also supports and
extends concepts and skills that children are developing in
each of the content areas.

Curriculum Goals, cont’d.
Speaking/Listening
Speaking
Northville children will work toward:


Communicating fields, emotions, and ideas in an understandable fashion and responding to
questions appropriately.



Developing the ability to converse with adults and children spontaneously in a variety of
situations.



Expressing ideas in sequential fashion.

Listening
Northville children will work toward:


Actively participating in experiences designed to enhance listening skills (i.e. music, stories,
conversations, listening games).



Demonstrating appropriate listening behaviors (looking at speaker, sitting relatively still, waiting
for his or her turn, responding to oral cues).



Demonstrating auditory comprehension by:


Responding accurately to one- and two-step directions



Paraphrasing, repeating, and sequencing the messages and stories they hear.

Frequently Asked QuesHow do I know if my child is ready for kindergarten?
Parents play an integral role in their child’s education. They can provide early enriching experiences
that will lay the foundation for future learning and help children grow as learners and inquirers. In
order to enroll in kindergarten, your child needs to turn five by September 1. A kindergarten waiver is
available for your child if he/she turns five between September 2 and December 1 and you would
like to enroll him/her.

How will my child’s self-esteem be developed?
Children will participate in a variety of successful experiences in a nurturing environment.
“Self-esteem is a key factor in determining whether children will fulfill their potential—children who
believe in their strengths and abilities to cope with difficulties will indeed succeed or at least learn
from failure and carry on undaunted.” - J.T. Peck, G. McCaig, and M.E. Sapp, What is Best for
Children?

How will my child learn?
Children learn most efficiently and successfully through
manipulation of real materials and working with others.
Working with open-ended materials such as water, sand, and
blocks develops a wide variety of concepts (i.e. texture and
weight, high and low, liquid and solid) and cultivates their
problem-solving and social skills.

What does a kindergarten classroom look like?
Children learn most efficiently and successfully through hands-on, minds-on instruction. You will see
children interacting with one another and the teacher as they explore new learning and seek
solutions to problems. They will be talking to one another as individual ideas grow collectively and
lead to bigger and better answers and ideas. They will be actively engaged as they work through
science experiments, math problems, social studies tasks, and reading and writing exercises, some
through direct instruction and others in discovery learning centers.
“Teachers who are aware of your children’s need for involvement provide a variety of activities,
resulting in a room that is filled with the busy sound of students working.” (ACE, et. al.)

Frequently Asked Questions, cont’d.
How will my child learn to read?
Imagine walking into a classroom where books and cozy spots to curl up in and read are
everywhere, and children’s work and words are on the walls. This is the language-rich kindergarten
classroom that your child can experience. There will be time for small group instruction, so children
can grow on the reading continuum and whole group learning
where children can share their learning with one another.
Kindergarten reading and writing, speaking and listening, and
responding to literature comes about as children are given
opportunities to hear quality literature, to play with letters and
words, to engage in activities and experiences about literature,
and as they receive instruction that increases their awareness of
language (Patricia—kindergarten-lessons.com).

What other experiences will my child have?
People learn in different ways at different rates and at different times and our kindergarten
instruction is designed with this in mind. Kindergarten children will learn the grade-level language
arts, math, science, and social studies curricula as defined by the national Common Core State
Standards and State of Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations.
Besides these academic areas, they will receive instruction in art, music, and physical education as
they further their creative ideas and social development. Classes will go on field trips throughout the
year, and parents can work with their child to additionally enrich these experiences at home.

How will the kindergarten teacher prepare children for first grade?
Your child’s teacher will help each student make the transition from kindergarten to first grade by
building on their learning. The curriculum helps them grow sequentially and progressively as
learners. Activities are designed to develop independence and work in cooperation with others, and
teachers are constantly in communication with parents and other teachers.

Is bus transportation available for my child?
Bus transportation is currently provided for full-day kindergarten students through grade 5 who
reside more than 1.0 miles from their assigned schools.

What are the hours of attendance?
Each full-day program is approximately 6.5 hours in length. Check with the school office for specific
starting and dismissal times.

Frequently Asked Questions, cont’d.
What if my child has an accident or becomes ill at school?
Parents or guardians are contacted when an illness or
accident occurs at school. If the parents or guardians cannot
be reached, those designated on the emergency card are
called. The emergency card is a signed authorization from the
parent or guardian of every student and is kept on file in the
school office. In case of serious illness or injury, the child is
transported by an EMS unit to the nearest hospital.

What if my child needs medication at school?
No school employee may give medication of any kind to a
student unless prescribed by a doctor’s written order indicating a student must receive the
medication during school hours. In such cases, medication may be administered in the school by the
office personnel if both of the following conditions are met:
1. The doctor’s order is on file in the school office on the medication form supplied by the
school. The medication must be in the original pharmacy container and include the specific
amount of medication to be given, the dosage, and other necessary details.
2. The parent’s written permission to administer the medication must also be on file in the
school office.

How will I learn about my child’s progress in school?
Northville elementary schools officially report children’s progress four times a year. This is done by
the use of a written report card and two opportunities for parent/teacher conferences. Additional
communication may be requested by the parent.

Is immunization required?
Yes, the State of Michigan has immunization requirements (refer to the form in your child’s packet).
Children must have the required immunizations before entering school.

Can I take part in the classroom?
Your participation is encouraged. Your child’s kindergarten teacher will provide you with additional
information in this regard.

Frequently Asked Questions, cont’d.
If my child has special needs, what services are available?
For those children needing additional help, Northville Public Schools provide several special
services:
1. Special assistance is available upon the recommendation of staff, to children experiencing
difficulties with learning in academic, social, or emotional areas.
2. A speech and language therapist is available for those
children with a certified speech or language problem.
3. A school social worker is available in some instances to
diagnose children having serious problems in school.
4. A school psychologist is available in some instances to
diagnose children having serious problems in school.
5. If your child has a severe medical condition that
requires accommodations, please contact your school
to develop a medical plan.
6. Each elementary school has an intervention team designed to ensure all students are
successful.

Do I call the school if my child is sick or will need to be absent?
Yes, please call the attendance line between 8:00 and 9:00am on the day of the absence; however,
the attendance line is available 24 hours a day (248-344-3999).

What kind of clothing should my child wear?
Children should wear clothing appropriate for play and weather (indoors or out). If you have further
questions, please call your school.

What do I do if my child does not speak English?
Public schools are responsible for testing and placing children in the right program. When possible,
schools provide the test in the language of your child. If the language difference makes learning too
difficult, your child may go to the English Language Learners (ELL) Program. Your child will learn the
same material as the other children in his/her grade.
Check the notation on the registration form to note whether or not your student potentially needs
services through the ELL Program.

Further questions? Please call your school.

