Our Lady of Refuge Church
“Community in Unity”
5195 Stearns Street, Long Beach, CA 90815-2901

First official
meeting of Young
Adult Ministry

December 9, 2018
Phone: 562-498-6641

Second Sunday of Advent
Fax: 562-498-3344

FR. GERARD O’BRIEN, ADMINISTRATOR PRO TEM
MSGR. WILLIAM J. O’KEEFFE, PASTOR EMERITUS
ROGER & MARY ELLEN FAUBERT, DEACON COUPLE

SCHOOL: 562-597-0819
Website: http://www.olrs.org
Mrs. Patricia Holmquist, Principal
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 562-597-3102
Email address: sre@start.olrs.org
Anna Marie Sharkany, Director

Website: www.OurLadyofRefuge.org
MASSES:
SATURDAY: 8:00 am, 5:30 pm (Vigil)
SUNDAY: 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am, 5:30 pm
WEEKDAYS: 8:00 am
HOLY DAYS: 5:30 pm (Vigil), 8:15 am, 7:00 pm
FIRST FRIDAY HOLY HOUR: 7:00 am
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays: 4:00-5:00 pm
BAPTISMS: By Appointment – call Church Office
WEDDINGS: 6 months advance notice – call Church Office
NOVENA: Wednesdays after 8:00 am Mass
ROSARY: Weekdays before 8:00 am Mass
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Our Lady of Refuge

Greetings my good friends in Christ,
On this second Sunday of Advent, we encounter the
great John the Baptist at the very start of his ministry.
The first paragraph of the Gospel gives us a historical
account of the particular moment in history when all this
occurred.
Remember John did not start on his own, the Gospel
tells us the Word of God came to John out in the desert.
He immediately began “proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins”.
Today, John is challenging us all to repent of our sins,
our wrongdoings and untruths, our lies and deceit, the
list is endless. He is asking us to turn away from all
those things that lead us astray from God. What was
happening then in John’s time is happening now —
people abandoned God’s ways, distracted by all the
physical exterior obstacles blocking our vision of God.
We all know that when we sin, we feel guilty,
embarrassed by our actions, we want to be made whole
again. This is normal for those of us who believe in a
God of love, a God of justice, a God of peace, and a God
of forgiveness.
We all need to be reminded, time and time again, of
our failings; we need to turn away from our sins; we
need to plead for forgiveness; we need to ask for the
love of God upon us again; and we need to be in peace
with God, ourselves and one another.
Today is that day when John reminds us once again to
turn away from all that distracts us from the Lord, the
Holy One, the King of Kings. Can you do it??? Have
you the courage to name your failings and seek
forgiveness???
God’s offer of forgiveness, peace and love is free, it is
here waiting for you now, a priceless treasure which has
the ability to gift you everlasting happiness in the Lord.
Why not today share your failing with the Lord in
silent prayer, contemplate about going to confession,
maybe it’s years since you have received the Sacrament
of Reconciliation. Now may be your time to renew your
Catholic faith and come back to the Lord
wholeheartedly.
God will never abandon anyone who comes to Him
with an open heart seeking forgiveness. Do not be
afraid, just trust in the Lord of Lords and all will be well.
He is patiently waiting for all of us to turn to him with
open arms in peace and love.
John was a messenger from God to awaken our hearts
to the truth around us, Jesus Christ his Son.
Are you willing to “wake up” for the Lord and become
a messenger like John to others???
You can do it!
In my former parish I always shared a financial
statement for the parish and school every year in the
bulletin. So this weekend your parish finance council

prepared the parish financials for you to see and also to
act.
The parish financials are not in a good state and for the
parish to be financially strong, all of us, the entire
community will have to focus on ways and means to
make Our Lady of Refuge fiscally strong again.
The parish financials are weak, but the school financials
are strong.
Please increase your donations if you can it is most
appreciated. At present the parish cannot afford the
monthly invoice from the archdiocese which every
parish pays . We are presently in debt to the archdiocese.
This invoice covers insurance , medical , retirement,
Workers Compensation Insurance, Lay & Priest
Pensions, Liability/Property/Auto Insurance,
and Assessment. We need to increase collections and
donations to be able to meet our monthly obligations and
budget for maintenance and repairs of our aging
facilities. Concurrently, growth in the Parish will allow
us to improve and expand our existing Ministries.
As I told you before, Our Lady of Refuge is an awesome
parish. Every week new ministries are starting; just look
at the front of the bulletin. This is a blessing, more
people attend mass, our parish is growing, so please give
from your heart of love.
Special thanks to all the members of the parish financial
council for meeting week after week since it was formed
last September.
If you notice visitors in your pews at Mass, why not
introduce yourself to them. Some of our new
parishioners told me they don’t know anyone. Please
make a great effort of hospitality.
All are welcome in the Lord, especially those of other
faith traditions; God Bless you for your presence and
your faith.
Thanks to all our volunteers, all our ministers, our
seniors, and all who help in any way to build up our
parish community.
God Bless you all for your generosity.
Love,
Fr. Gerard
“There is no such thing as the perfect family. Only
by the daily exercise of forgiveness can a family
grow.” - Pope Francis

December 9, 2018

Our Lady of Refuge
Summary of Financials as of 10/31/18
Overview
• Parish has established Parish Advisory
Council and Finance Committee
• Provides strategic and financial advice on
Parish matters
• Parish operates on July – June fiscal year for
budget purposes
• Income consists of:
1. Collections
2. Donations for specific purpose
(Restricted)
3. Donations for general purpose
(Unrestricted)
• Major Expenses include Salaries and
Benefits, Utilities, Building Maintenance &
Repairs
Checking and Savings Accounts
Checking Account
• Checking account has $58,509 balance as
of Oct. 31, 2018
• Annual Budget is $700,000/12 months =
$58,333 average monthly expenses
• That means we only have 1 month’s
supply of cash to pay bills
Savings
• We have $12,127 in Building Fund (in
Archdiocese Investment Pool)
• Not enough money to do any major work
on Church or Rectory
• Therefore, we need to increase Collections
and Donations to meet our monthly
obligations and to provide new programs for
our faith community and upgrades for our
facilities
Income and Expense Fiscal YTD JulyOctober 2018
• Collections represent 76% of Total Income
and are down $11,004 from July-Oct. prior
year
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• Donations account for 24% of Total Income
• Salaries and Benefits represent 53% of Total
Expenses

Summary of Financials
• Income has fallen over last year due to lower
Collections and lower Unrestricted Donations
• Parish is in debt to Archdiocese $127,000 for
2017-2018 and owes $180,000 for 2018-2019
Insurances, Collections Assessment, &
Pensions
• We need to increase Average Weekly
Collections from $10,751 to $11,673 to reach
Annual Budget and establish a payment
schedule for $307,000 Debt to Archdiocese
• We need to grow in both parishioners and
dollars—please invite your friends and
neighbors!
How Can I Help Our Parish?
• If you do not give anything, please consider
giving something
• If you give regularly, please consider a
moderate increase in your giving
• If you have the means, please make an
Unrestricted Donation to Annual Fund for
monthly expenses or a Restricted Donation
for a specific Building Fund need (Paint, Bell
Tower, Carpet, Rectory)
For
ongoing needs, please assist in
•
Collections and New Fundraisers
• For the long-term, please consider a Donation
or Planned Gift

Mass Intentions

Please Pray for:

Sunday
12/9/18
8:00 am Consolacion Wendam (RIP)
9:30
Michael Joseph Mendoza (RIP)
11:30
OLR Intentions
James Martinez (RIP)
5:30 pm Nancy Higginson (RIP)
Monday 12/10/18
8:00 am Loretta Hanz (RIP)
Diana Chaves Ramos (RIP)
Tuesday 12/11/18
8:00 am Nancy Higginson (RIP)
Wednesday 12/12/18
8:00 am Renato M. Locsin (RIP)
Thursday 12/13/18
8:00 am Corazon Tadic (RIP)
Friday
12/14/18
8:00 am Millionida Bautista Napil (RIP)
Saturday 12/15/18
8:00 am Catherine Uhl (RIP)
5:30 pm Frank Messano (RIP)

Those in our parish
who are sick and
cannot be here with
us today, and their
relatives.
Lucy Anderson
Polyana Carneiro
Robert DeCoudres
Andrea Diego
Virginia Ellis
Dick Foster
Marie Fox
Roger Frost
Tim Garland
Diane Halal
John King
Larry Larocco
Edna Lia
Brenda Meicht
Rodney Meyer
Diana Mortensen
Lupe Montalvo
Daisy Ordoveza
Betty Perkins
Juliana Quickel
Terry Quintanilla
Joshua Thomas
Seberger
Marco Solano

Parish News
OLR 8th Grade

class will be selling baked goods
before and after all morning Masses
TODAY. All proceeds will support the
Class of 2019.

December 17 Parish penance service On Dec. 17
at 7 pm we are having a penance service for the parish
community. This is your opportunity to go to confession
before we celebrate the Birthday of Jesus Christ. All
Catholics are obliged to go to Confession at least once a
year. This is now your opportunity to go. Fr. Gerard has
invited local priests to hear your confession and receive
God’s Forgiveness. Please come and support your parish
and be community.

Christmas Wish List The parish needs 3, 12 foot
artificial Christmas trees with white lights. Also, this
year we need lots of poinsettias, white or red, to
decorate the altar. Why not gift a pot in memory of your
loved ones. Please drop them off Dec. 22nd and 23rd in
the church. Thank you so much.

A Night in Bethlehem… During A Night in Bethlehem,
your family will have an unforgettable experience
exploring the busy marketplace in Bethlehem. Each
experience will help your child better understand what
life was like when Jesus was born and draw us closer to
the reason we celebrate Christmas! Monday, December
17, 2018 from 6:15pm – 8:00pm in the Parish Hall. All
are welcome! Admission is free!

Priest Schedule
12/9/18

12/16/18

12/23/18

5:30 p.m. Vigil

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

8:00 a.m.

Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Raymond

9:30 a.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Raymond

Fr. Gerard

11:30 a.m.

Fr. Raymond

Fr. Raymond

Fr. Bill

5:30 p.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

Calendar of Events
• Dec. 12 Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 7 p.m. Mass and
party, a first in the parish.
• Dec. 16 Simbang Gabi preparations for the Birthday of
Jesus, 5:30 p.m. Mass and good Filipino food after,
another first in the parish.
• Dec. 17 Parish penance service, at 7 p.m. in church, priests
are invited to hear your confessions. Please participate and
be community.
• Dec. 17 A Night in Bethlehem from 6:15pm – 8:00pm in
the Parish Hall
• Dec. 22 early morning mass at 5:45 a.m. to end our
Simbang Gabi celebrations at OLR, the traditional time to
celebrate early early morning and more delicious food for
breakfast.
December 9-Second Sunday of Advent: In
today’s Gospel John the Baptist urges us to
“Prepare the way of the Lord,” and this is what
Advent is all about. We are called to help prepare
the way of the Lord by making the real meaning of
Christmas come alive in our own hearts, in our family
and to reach out to those in need. Is there a family you know
who needs assistance? Please call the OLR Rectory, so that
together we can help the suffering and poor to celebrate
Christmas. Thank you for preparing the way of the Lord!

