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STAR Student & STAR Teacher

Inside this issue:

The STAR Student award is given by the PAGE Foundation to a senior in high
school who has earned the highest SAT score in his/her graduating class in a single sitting on or prior to the November administration of the SAT. Please help us
congratulate the 2019-2020 Thomson High School STAR Student Michael Rogers!
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Michael is an honor student who has completed eight AP courses, two foreign language sequences (Spanish and French), and
the NJROTC pathway. After graduation, he
will attend the U.S. Naval Academy.
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Michael selected NJROTC instructor 1st
Sgt. James Jennings as his STAR Teacher.
A veteran, 1st Sgt. Jennings coaches cadets
in several competitions and events such as
orienteering, drill team, and academic
brain brawls. In the NJROTC program,
students learn patriotism and practice responsibility while preparing for college, careers, and life.
Michael and 1st Sgt. Jennings were guests this month at the Thomson Rotary
Club, where the official announcement was made. They will join other STAR students and teachers from around the CSRA at the upcoming regional banquet.

A Report of Board Action
In February the BOE:










Recognized Superintendent’s Students of the Month and other student groups
Heard updates from all departments on ongoing projects and initiatives
Approved fundraiser requests for MES & THS
Participated in whole board governance training
Accepted funds in the amount of $48,000 for an alternative fuel grant and approved development of a corresponding budget
Approved a bid for new multi-media projectors at TMMS to be purchased with
SPLOST funds
Approved a proposal for installation of athletic field irrigation systems on the
THS band/PE/soccer field and the TMMS PE/soccer field
Approved the proposed 2020-2021 school calendar
Accepted FY19 Perkins carryover funds for CTAE programming and approved
the amendment of the corresponding budget

Please note:
 Do you know about an
achievement we need
to highlight? Do you
have an event that you
want to be sure makes
it to the calendar page?
Let us know! Email
Julia Lambert at the
BOE and we will include it in the next issue if space permits.
 Don’t forget to submit
your classroom videos
to
www.watchusmove.org
for a chance to have
your students showcased on our site.
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DAR Essay Contest Winners
This year's DAR essay contest topic was the Mayflower voyage and
Plymouth Colony. Please help us congratulate this year's DAR essay
contest winners!
From Dearing Elementary School: Lewis Boykin, 1st place; Parker
Hollimon, 2nd place; and Sam
Amerson, 3rd place. From Norris
Elementary School: Makiyah Paschal, 1st place; Taylor Ard, 2nd
place; and Maggie Adams, 3rd
place.

TMMS Archery Headed for State Championship
The TMMS NASP Archery Team has qualified to compete in the Georgia NASP 2020
State Championship! They will travel to
the Georgia National Fairgrounds on
March 6th to compete.
The team is pictured celebrating with
Krispy Kreme hats and donuts courtesy of Dr. Steve
Rhodes. Congratulations!

THS Literary Takes Second Place at Region
The Thomson High School Literary Team competed Monday, Feb. 24, at the region meet held in Augusta
and came in second place overall. Thomson High School students placing include: First place, Boys' Solo - D.J.
Brown; First place, Girls' Trio - Charlie Rodgers, Kathleen Acuna, Jayal Hall; First place, International
Extemporaneous Speaking - Gabriella Lee; First place, Dramatic Interpretation - D.J. Brown; Second place,
Domestic Extemporaneous Speaking - Gabriella Lee; Second
place, Humorous Interpretation- Scott Wilkinson; Second
place, Duo Interpretation - Ansley Howard and Haley Harrison; Second place, Personal Essay - Tra’fina Beasley; and
Second place, Rhetorical Essay - Michael Rogers.
The first place winners will advance to the state literary meet
to be held in March. The THS team is advised by Liz Hahn
and Pam McCorkle.
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Professional Learning - Teachers at Work!
Our teachers have been honing their skills
in the past few weeks! Elementary school
teachers have been sharing student work
samples, anchor charts, and writing plans
in professional learning sessions with
CSRA RESA. Pre-K teachers received
interactive classroom training led by
Georgia Pre-K consultant Ettoniet Anderson, where they collaborated on multiple
ways to engage the district's youngest
learners and to ensure students entering
kindergarten are
ready to read.

TES Honors Students at Red Carpet Night
Congratulations to the TES students honored at last
night's Red Carpet Extravaganza! Pupils are nominated annually by faculty and staff for exhibiting
good character, academic success, or commitment to
progress.
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McDuffie on the Move
We are on the move this school year! On this page, you can see some of the photos taken of awesome
teaching and learning in action. Thank you to each staff member who allowed us to showcase his/her
work! Remember to visit www.watchusmove.org to watch and share your videos.
This month, school counselors Krista Bonner,
Glenn Short, and Wanda Mangrum represented
the district at grief trauma training conducted in
conjunction with the McDuffie County Coroner's
Office, local churches, and other agencies. We are
fortunate to have full-time certified school counselors on all campuses to assist students with socialemotional and academic needs.

Students in Tina Swann's
advanced art class at THS are
busy learning how to make
glass beads and stained glass
panels using several new tools
recently purchased with the
Title IV-A stART Grant.

Kaitlin Ledger's sixth grade science class at TMMS
recently created personal weather tools during their
weather unit. Beth Jackson, media specialist, assisted the class in building personal anemometers that students could use to measure wind speed. Ms. Ledger's
science class had a blast
building and testing out
the newly created weather tools.

Twenty-eight THS students who are working toward
earning their Civic Engagement Diploma Seal were
trained this month by the McDuffie County Board of
Elections to serve as poll workers during upcoming elections. This is a great way for students to earn their civic
engagement hours, get involved with the community and
learn more about the voting process.
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Curriculum & Instruction Updates
Spring 2020 Georgia Milestones Updates
As a reminder, the Spring 2020 Georgia Milestones will include several technology-enhanced items, including
evidence-based selected response, multi-part, multi-select, graphing, drag and drop. Field-tested items will include the following formats: drop down list and scorable equation input. The samples below illustrate the technology-enhanced items. It’s important that students be familiar with these item types. Samples
can be found in Unify, TestPad in SLDS,
USATestPrep (grades 6-12), the EOG and EOC
Assessment Guides, EOG and EOC Study Guides,
and in Experience Online Testing Georgia.

On Board
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March 12th Professional Learning
We have a professional learning day scheduled for the March 12th. A variety of opportunities to hone your
skills and plan with colleagues will be available districtwide. Principals will share specific details bout schoollevel initiatives. Please take advantage of the opportunities provided for your school and/or grade level!
Time

Course

Location

Additional information

9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pre-K Training

Student Services

8:00 AM – 9:30 AM

K-2 Writing Training

CSRA RESA

8:00 AM – 9:30 AM

Technology Training

THS

10:00 AM – 11:30 AM

3-5 Writing Training

CSRA RESA

10:00 AM – 11:30 AM

Technology Training

THS

Click here to register

8:30 AM – 10:30 AM

Edgenuity Training (MAC, THS, TMMS)

online

Click here to join meeting

Tech Tips for Teachers
We hope you enjoy this feature, provided by THS Media Specialist Jennifer Newton. Look here for tips, tricks, and tools
that will be useful to our faculty and staff!
Looking for a new way for your students to present information other than the same old, same old PowerPoint or
Google Slide presentation? ClassTools has recently added
the Image Annotator (similar to Thinglink) to their list of
FREE tools. Simply upload an image and add hotspots to
it. Hotspots could include text, hyperlinks to sites for more
information or a video, etc. Images can be saved and
shared.
https://www.classtools.net/hotspot/

Click here to register
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Curriculum & Instruction Updates


Aspiring Leaders Academy June 8-10, 2020
McDuffie County is pleased to offer its 2020 Aspiring Leaders Academy, led
by Dr. Mychele Rhodes, to eligible educators. Sessions will be held June 810 at the central office. Information, including the application packet, was
distributed via email to all faculty on February 12. The application packet
is also posted on the Department of Curriculum & Instruction’s Professional Learning page.



Georgia Art Teachers Summer Symposium
Presented by the GADOE and Kennesaw State University, July 8-9, 2020,
this series will feature disciplinary-specific and pedagogy-focused workshops in Art & Design, Dance, Music,
and Theatre with a focus on instructional technology, innovative curriculum and professional industry practices. Click here to register.



Gifted, STEM, Reading, and K-5 Math Training for 2020-2021
Please respond to our survey regarding interest in endorsements, including gifted, for next year.



Georgia Council of Teachers of Mathematics Summer Academy July 14-15
The Georgia Council of Teachers of Mathematics will be offering a summer academy at Morgan County
High School on July 25-26. Registration is $130, payable by the district, and will include math resources
and lessons for K-1, 2-3, 4-5, 6-8, Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II. Contact your principal if you are interested in attending.



Georgia Council of Teachers of Mathematics High School Summit June 23-24
The Georgia Council of Teachers of Mathematics will be offering a high school summit at Statesboro High
School on June 23-24. Registration is $160, payable by the district, and will include math resources and
lessons for Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, Pre-Calculus, and Teacher Challenges. Contact your principal
if you are interested in attending.



MEEMIC Foundation Feburary PopIn2Win
The latest MEEMIC Foundation PopIn2Win item is a set of professional development books for teachers.
Entries are due by February 29, 2020.



GADOE Seeks Input from Social Studies Educators
The Georgia Department of Education is seeking input from social studies educators on their beliefs and
practices regarding inquiry-based learning. According to the GaDOE, "For the purposes of this survey, inquiry is learning that is question driven and active, in which students think and act like historians, geographers, political scientists, and economists. Inquiry, problem-based learning, and project-based learning all
share beliefs that sustained work centered on a compelling question can engage students and promote lasting learning" (in email, February 21, 2020). To access the survey, open until March 13, follow this link.

Highlighting Achievement
Ashley Morey, THS counselor, was recently chosen
to serve as chairwoman of the Thomson-McDuffie
County Chamber. Pictured with outgoing Chamber
Chair Jordan Dozier, her work in bridging the school
and community has led to many doors opening for
our students as well as building strong relationships
with the business community. Thanks for serving,
Mrs. Morey!
McDuffie County School System
716 N. Lee Street
Thomson, GA 30824
Phone: 706-986-4000
Fax: 706-986-4001
www.mcduffie.k12.ga.us

The McDuffie County School System
is committed to academic excellence
with a focus on rigor, relevance and
relationships.

Here’s What’s
Coming Up!
March 2
Read Across America Day
Spring Gifted Testing Begins
MES Book Fair Begins
TES Book Fair Begins
March 3
MES PK Parent Lunch
March 4
P-card Cutoff for March
MES K Parent Lunch
March 5
MES 1st Grade Parent Lunch
THS All-state Band Clinic
THS HOSA State Competition
March 6
ACCESS for ELL’s Window Closes
MES Popcornopolis Fundraiser Ends
MES & TES Book Fairs End
TES Market Day (3rd Grade)
THS All-state Band Clinic
THS HOSA State Competition
March 7
THS All-state Band Clinic
THS HOSA State Competition
THS Baseball Diamond Day
March 8
Daylight Savings Time Begins (spring forward)
March 9
EOC Mid-month Window Opens
Payroll Documents Due
Lead Teacher Meeting, 2 PM
NES Book Fair Begins
THS Band Booster Meeting, 7 PM

Stacee Leslie, gifted specialist at MES and TES, has recently received a $1,000.00 grant from Jefferson Electric and a $2,000.00
NEA Student Success Grant. These grants will provide guest speakers and planetarium visits, a telescope that students may check out,
as well as resources, books and materials about space and the solar
system.
Congratulations to THS Beta Club members Deven Rolland and
Chyra Strong who placed 1st in Two-Dimensional Design; Miriam
Pedersen who placed 5th in Division I Language Arts and 3rd in
Digital Art; and Cammie O’Neal who placed 5th in Division II Jewelry at the Georgia Beta Convention held at the end of January!
These students received invitations to enter competition at the National Beta Club Convention in Ft. Worth, Texas in June. They will
be joining other Beta Club students who have already qualified for
nationals. Well done!
Congratulations to THS seniors Ethan Brown for committing to St.
Andrews University and Donald Casey for signing with Georgia
Military College to play football next year!
The DES FIRST Lego League team was invited by Dearing Mayor
Sean Kelley to present its innovation solutions project to David
Crawley, county manager, and Nikki Milburn, county clerk. For
the FLL project, teams must identify a project in their communities
and develop solutions. The DES FLL project centered around an inclusive/wheelchair accessible playground in the Dearing area. The
DES FLL team is coached by teachers Trina Howard and John
Edwards.
Please help us salute the Superintendent’s
Students of the Month for February! Darby Verner (THS), Jordan Moss (TMMS),
Jada Jones (TES), Tatyana Ivey (NES).
Aiden Beall (DES) and Korie Schmidt
(MES). Congratulations!
Congratulations to Braylen Taylor and
Reagan Rhodes, who were honored by
WFXG Fox 54 as "High 5 4 Kids" nominees! Braylen, a DES first
grader, was featured as a published author. His book about how
much he loves school has sold over 400 copies and he's hosted a book
signing. Reagan, a TMMS sixth grader, was nominated for her philanthropic endeavors. Her charity, Reagan's Dogs for Diabetes, provides stuffed dogs to newly diagnosed Type 1 diabetics, allowing the
dog to receive the first "injection" of insulin to alleviate fears of pediatric patients.

