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St. Christopher School Mission
St. Christopher School is dedicated
to excellence in education, complemented by a strong moral and spiritual
foundation within the tradition of the
Catholic Church. We strive to develop
students who are confident, independent, lifelong learners, who lead by
example, and who live their lives with
integrity and concern for others.

St. Chris enjoyed hosting three Chinese
exchange students for several weeks this fall.

Buddies work on a Vocation Day project together.

Started nearly ten years ago, St. Christopher School’s Buddy Program helps connect our students and reinforce the sense
of family that defines our community.
Each upper grade classroom is paired
with a lower grade classroom, and individual students are paired with each other, so that everyone has a special buddy.
Buddy classes visit each other regularly
throughout the year. Sometimes they do
projects, enjoy popcorn and a movie, or
celebrate holidays. They even plan field
trips together, like this year’s apple picking excursion to Farmer Dave’s in Dracut,
MA. Other times they simply read books
or play games while chatting. Every year,
Catholic Schools Week kicks off with a
“Buddy Mass,” when buddies prepare the
liturgy and sit together in church.

Students big and small love crossing
paths with their buddies on random
occasions in the hallways or at school
events, often sharing a high five or a
quick hug. It is heartwarming to watch
kindergarten or first grade students
joyfully exclaim, “That’s my buddy!” to
their parents when they spot each other
somewhere. This year, older buddies
accompanied their young kindergarten
and pre-k friends to “Take-Your-Parentto-Lunch” Day, so parents could meet
their child’s buddy.
Older and younger students learn from
each other through the Buddy Program.
Older students learn how to mentor,
and what it means to take on leadership
roles and set good examples. They learn
continued on page 5
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A MESSAGE FROM
THE PASTOR
Recently I read
the results of
a survey regarding the
religious practices throughout the United
States. This
survey included people of all religious
denominations. Unfortunately, our
state ranked the LEAST religious state
in the country. Only 33% of the adult
population in NH considers religion an
important part of their life, and only
36% pray daily. Interestingly, however,
26% of NH’s population considers
themselves Roman Catholic, the ninth
largest percentage out of the 50 states.
Our country is facing a crisis in faith.
But does this mean we should give
up hope? No, not at all! In fact, we
should view this as a wake-up call to
strengthen the faith of our people in
these challenging times.
I am proud of the work St. Christopher
School and St. Christopher Parish do as
partners to build the Kingdom of God,
allowing us to share faith, facilities, and
fellowship. Many school families join
us at Mass each weekend and at parish
celebrations and sacraments. Likewise,
a number of parishioners actively participate in different school programs.
A joint school/parish committee is exploring new ways to better utilize our
campus to benefit both institutions.
Please join with us on this cooperative
spiritual journey, and prayerfully consider how you can be more involved
and deepen your own faith. The reward
is great!
God Bless,

(Rev.) Richard J. Kelley
Pastor
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JOIN THE FUN!
Auction season is always an exciting time at St. Chris. Our wonderfully creative and
energetic Auction Committee gets to work planning a festive evening for everyone.
Meanwhile, our students and teachers take great pride in making their class projects.
Live and silent auction items “swim” into the building too! We sincerely appreciate the
generosity of the people and businesses that support our school at the Auction, but
what we love most is the opportunity to come together as a community and enjoy
a fun evening celebrating St. Chris. Proceeds from the event directly benefit all of
our academic and enrichment programs. Please check out our Auction web page at
https://StChrisSchoolNH.ejoinme.org/welcome, where you can purchase tickets,
become a sponsor, donate items, and view items up for bid, etc. We hope to see you
on March 24th!

NEWS AND NOTES

A WORD FROM THE PRINCIPAL . . .
Dear Alumni, Parents, Parishioners and Friends,
As I glance out my window, the sky is bright and the ground glistens from the thin layer of ice covering the
snow. It reminds me of the brightness we enjoy here within our walls at St. Christopher School, and how God’s
light shines through us as a community in many different ways each year.
For example, pre-k and kindergarten families shared several mornings this summer getting to know each other
at the school playground. In September, we welcomed the new school year with a joint parish and school Mass
and picnic, enjoyed by students, families, parishioners, and alumni. October brought our 26th annual Vocation Day, attended by nearly
20 religious guests, and our Take-Your-Parent-To-Lunch Days. We packed the house in November at Nashua Catholic’s gym, yet again, for
a phenomenal production by our Drama Club, followed weeks later by the Christmas Tree Lighting and many other holiday activities.
In addition, students understand that the blessings of St. Chris’s community extend beyond our school, generously participating in the
Christmas Shoebox Collection, Corpus Christi Brown Bag food drives, hurricane relief efforts, and other opportunities to help those in
need. Our wonderful volunteers represent the best of our community, enriching St. Chris throughout the year with their God given time
and talents. Their presence and support speaks volumes to the children and the staff, and, without a doubt, make us a better Catholic
school.
Thank you to everyone who donated, pledged, and prayed for us in the past year! Your support allows us to provide an exceptional
educational experience and strong moral development for our students.
God Bless,

Cynthia Vita Clarke
Principal

HOT LUNCH SERVICE DEBUTS IN CHURCH HALL
After more than 30 years, St. Chris’s hot
lunch program moved its headquarters out of the school lobby and into
the church hall! This change not only
benefits volunteers, who gain a nearby
kitchen for prepping food and cleaning
utensils, but also the school itself. Relocating the steam table, supply cabinet,
and milk coolers freed up much needed
space to feature the school store (aka
our “Husky Hut”) in the front lobby rather
than at the end of the hall. In addition,
we can now keep the entryway clear and
accessible for guests. Many thanks to
our wonderful staff and dedicated lunch
volunteers for helping to make this transition as smooth as possible.
Over the years, St. Chris students have
enjoyed eating lunch together in the
church hall on special occasions. Some

may remember going to the hall for
Thanksgiving “dinner” (replete with apple
cobbler and whipped cream!). Others
may remember Take-Your-Parent-toLunch Days in pre-k and kindergarten.
Such events remind us how much we
appreciate opportunities to be together.
With this in mind, we thought it would
be fun to arrange ordinary cafeteria days
when students could simply eat in the
church hall at their regularly scheduled
lunch times. This idea seemed even
more fitting now that hot lunch service
is located there as well. As expected, our
first two cafeteria days this fall were a
big hit! Students loved sitting with their
friends at the big tables, and sharing the
space with other classes throughout the
room. We look forward to more cafeteria
days from now on!
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ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL DRAMA CLUB PRESENTS
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MRS. LITCH NAMED TOP TEACHER
BY PARENTING NH MAGAZINE!
Congratulations to computer teacher
and technology specialist Kathy Litch for
being named Top Teacher by Parenting
NH Magazine!! In its December issue,
Parenting NH recognized eight teachers throughout the state for this honor
and, among them, selected Kathy for
the cover. We are so proud of Kathy and
grateful for all that she does at St. Chris!
Not only is Kathy an excellent teacher to
her students and an invaluable resource
to our faculty and staff, but she continues to embrace new experiences,
personally and professionally, and to
expand her horizons. Kathy encourages
us to do the same, and to think outside
to box. Kathy also helps foster the strong
community spirit that makes St. Christopher School so special. For example,
Kathy volunteers to chaperone St. Chris’s
Ski Club, and coordinates soup and salad
clubs among teachers and staff, as a fun
way to connect with each other during
the busy work day. We appreciate her
positive energy and friendship.
Kathy is a most deserving recipient of
this award. As part of our school mission, we strive “to develop students who
are confident, independent, lifelong
learners, who lead by example, and who
live their lives with integrity and concern
for others.” Kathy inspires all of us to live
that mission, to be that student, and to
care for others, at every age.

To learn more about Kathy, read the Parenting NH Magazine article online at
http://www.parentingnh.com/December-2017/Top-teachers-2017/.

continued from page 1
the importance of modeling St. Chris
values. They also have many opportunities to put into practice virtues they first
explored when they came to St. Chris
as young students themselves, such as
patience and kindness. Younger students
benefit in many ways, too. They learn
how to form relationships with different
people, and eventually begin to imagine
themselves as big buddies someday.
More importantly, they come to under-

stand that they are cared for by everyone
at St. Chris, not just the teachers and
staff. Having a buddy helps students
adjust to the school environment and
feel loved. But really, the Buddy Program
is just plain fun!
Third grade teacher Kerry Goltsov notes
that one of the first things her students
ask at the beginning of every year is,
“Do we get to be big buddies now?” She
explains that her students love taking

on the responsibility of guiding the little
ones. One student admitted, “We need
to behave, because they look up to us.”
Mrs. Goltsov adds that her third graders
love nothing more than going out to the
playground with their buddies, building with blocks, or teaching them new
games. First grade teacher Mary Beth
Allen confirms that her students look
up to their buddies and have lots of fun
teaming up together. “They like knowing
they have a special friend upstairs!”
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Red Sox radio voice Tim Neverett (’78)
realized he wanted to become a sports
broadcaster not long after his graduation from St. Christopher School. Sitting
on the couch with his dad watching an
NFL game one Sunday afternoon during
junior high, Tim asked if announcers got
“paid and fed.” Once his dad responded
“absolutely,” Tim was hooked, and he has
been broadcasting ever since! Hired in
2016 as a radio broadcaster for the Red
Sox, Tim joined Joe Castiglione in the
booth as the play-by-play announcer for
his favorite team, beating out more than
200 other candidates.
After finishing St. Chris, Tim attended
Nashua Catholic, St. Pats, and Nashua
High School. He then graduated from
Emerson College with a degree in mass
communication, focusing on radio and
television. While at Emerson, Tim played
second base for the baseball team, earning MVP honors his junior year. He spent
his freshman summer working as an
intern for the Double A Nashua Pirates,
and, while there, took advantage of any
opportunity to fill in for the team’s announcers. Tim’s first job after college was
back home at WSMN in Nashua, even
calling a Bishop Guertin High School
football game while perched on top of a
yellow school bus in the parking lot.
Tim moved on to hone his broadcasting
talents in a variety of other places from
Leominster, MA to Las Vegas, NV, Denver,
CO, and finally Pittsburgh, PA. In Pittsburgh, he worked as the play-by-play
announcer for the Pittsburgh Pirates for
seven years until he accepted his current
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position with the Red Sox. In addition to
baseball, Tim has called many football,
basketball, lacrosse, and hockey games
along the way, as well as track and field
meets. He has announced events for
international television at four different Olympic games, including baseball,
softball, soccer, hockey and skiing. Even
now, Tim continues to broadcast other
sports on occasion during the offseason.
Tim treasures many fond memories from
his time at St. Chris! He loved having his
mom, first grade teacher Sheila Neverett,
in the class next door or downstairs. He
especially enjoyed Hot Dog Day, playing
sockball at recess, and winning the CYO
state championship in 6th grade. Tim re-

ports that the French he learned back in
Sr. Elaine’s class at St. Chris is so ingrained
in his mind that it proved very helpful
on recent trips to Paris. In addition to
Sr. Elaine, some of Tim’s favorite teachers were Mrs. Kiem in 2nd grade and Mr.
Burroughs in 4th and 6th grades. Tim’s
three siblings Kathy (‘71), BJ (‘72), and
Nancy (‘74) also attended St. Chris. Tim
remains in close touch with St. Chris pals
such as Mike O’ Malley (’78) and James
Rotta (’78).
Tim and his wife Jess have three sons,
Matt, Kyle, and Drew, and live in Nashua
with their chocolate lab Reggie. In his
free time, Tim likes to hike, spend time
outdoors, and travel all over the world.

Tim Neverett in the booth at Fenway Park with David Ortiz and fellow broadcaster Joe Castiglione.

Calling all Alumni!
Please visit the school website at
www.StChrisSchoolNH.org and
submit an Alumni Update Form, if you
haven’t done so already. You can find
the form under “Alumni.” We’re always
happy to hear from you and want to
stay in touch! While you’re at it, “like”
St. Christopher School on Facebook
and enjoy an archival picture each
week on Foto Friday. You may even see
yourself one of these days!

Tim in second grade at St. Chris.

Finally, please reach out to your alumni
friends and ask them to do the same!
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TEACHER PROFILE
Although kindergarten teacher
Lisa Brown began
teaching at St.
Christopher School
nine years ago, she
has been educating
pre-k and kindergarten children for
much of the last 26 years! Lisa brings a
kind and joyful spirit to all that she does,
and St. Chris is blessed by her compassion and experience.
Lisa grew up in Lowell, MA and received
a degree in education from Plymouth
State University. She immediately
began teaching at a preschool in Derry,
NH. Over the years, her husband’s job
required them to move several times,
so Lisa has taught at various schools in
New Hampshire, Maine, and Pennsylvania. While Lisa spent one year teaching
first grade, she admits that she much
prefers kindergarten. “I myself like being

active, so I prefer the classroom dynamic
of hands-on activities and center based
learning,” Lisa acknowledges. She also
finds kindergarten exciting because the
students “truly are sponges and love
learning new things, particularly now
that we introduce more reading skills.”
During her career, Lisa has witnessed
ways in which kindergarten, in general,
has evolved. At first, she taught only half
day classes, and then eventually, only full
day classes. Recently, many more children have already experienced a schoollike setting at a younger age before
arriving in her classroom. “By kindergarten, they are really ready to learn, which
means we can do so much more,” Lisa asserts. Lisa incorporates various types of
academic and enrichment activities into
her curriculum, using different themes
each month to tie everything together.
Her themes have included apples and
pumpkins, Pilgrims, Arctic animals, STEM,
planting, and weather. Students explore
these subjects through writing, book
study, discussion, crafts, graphing, labeling, and other activities.

When asked what she likes most about
her job, Lisa quickly responds, “I just love
St. Christopher School. It’s the staff, the
parents, and the students. St. Chris is
such a warm place to work, where everybody is very friendly and supportive.”
Lisa appreciates that St. Chris gives her
the opportunity to approach her work
creatively and try new things.
Lisa lives in Merrimack with her husband
Rick. They have two children and four
grandchildren. In her free time, Lisa
enjoys hiking, gardening, and other outdoor activities. She also enjoys spending
time with her family, and at their “beach
getaway” in Wells, Maine.

VOCATION DAY INSPIRES ALL!
St. Christopher School’s 26th Annual Vocation Day celebration on Thursday, October 24th was bigger and better than ever!
Nineteen invited guests joined us for Mass, brunch, and classroom presentations. In honor of this year’s theme “Saying Yes: Walk
with Mary, Our Mother,” the choir sang the Hail Mary in Spanish at church. In the afternoon, the rain stopped just in time for all
students and faculty to gather outside
to pray a decade of the Rosary together
while processing around the school
and church. Students returned to their
classroom to make Marion ornaments
with their buddies. Many thanks to Mrs.
Noon and the Faith Outreach Committee
for organizing this special day!
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