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Dear Parents:
As we end a school year, the English teachers at Edinburg CISD would like to let you know that
we have your child’s education in mind when we make decisions about summer reading
assignments. In order to adequately prepare students for the expectations and rigor of higher
education and to develop their reading and thinking skills within a limited number of months, we
require all Pre-AP, AP, Honors, Dual Enrollment, and OnRamps students to read assigned novels
during the summer months. Students will be assessed over the assigned novel through tests,
essays, and class activities during the first weeks of school. Below, you will find a list of the
classes and the novels students are required to read prior to the first day of the 2019-2020 school
year. Your child will need to acquire the necessary novel and read it during the summer. Please
feel free to call your child’s current English teacher or counselor if you have any questions as to
which novel your son/daughter should read this summer.
Please note: Failure to read the required novel and complete the assignment will adversely
affect your student’s grade.
English Course 2019-2020

Novel

Author

English I Pre-AP

Into the Wild

Jon Krakauer

English II Pre-AP

The Strange Case of
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
Angela’s Ashes

Robert Louis Stevenson

A Thousand Splendid Suns

Kahled Hosseini

In the Time of the
Butterflies

Julia Alvarez

English III

Frank McCourt

Pre-AP, AP Language & Comp., and OnRamps

English IV
Honors, AP Literature & Comp., and OnRamps

Humanities

The summer reading project is due Monday, September 2, 2019.
The summer reading objective exam will be on Tuesday, September 3, 2019.

Students who will be in an English II Pre-AP class for the 2019-2020 school year
must complete Project Option 1. All other students may select one project from
the options included in this packet.
Thank you,
Robert Vela High School English Teachers
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Theme Development
Read the requirements of each option carefully, then choose the project that you feel is best suited for the
novel you are assigned (Incoming English II Pre-AP students must complete Option 1 – Movie
Poster). All project options require a theme statement. Review the following information about themes
before completing your project:
Theme is defined as a universal message about life or human nature. A theme is not a single word such as
“love.” The subject of the novel may be love, but to arrive at the theme, you must think about what the
author is saying about love. For example, a complete theme may be expressed as, “love can be a
destructive force that impairs one’s judgment.”
You may use the guide below to help you develop a complex theme statement.
Developing a Complex Theme Statement
Subject: Honesty
Level 1:

“Honesty is the best policy.”
-Simple like a 4th grader

Level 2:

“Through difficulties, honesty is the best policy.”
-Add a new idea &
“Through difficulties and the dredge of social challenges, honesty can be the best policy
greatest tenet.”
-Now change the words to use better vocabulary

Level 3:

Through the dredge of social challenges that life can present, if one doesn’t practice the
tenet of honesty, one could end up compromising personal beliefs.
-Statements should be in 3rd person
-Add a 3rd idea and use a conjunction from one of the following lists:
Coordinating Conjunctions
For
But
And
Or
Nor
Yet
So

Level 4:

Subordinating Conjunctions
If
Because
Since
Until
Although
Though
While
When
As if
Unless
Before

Through the dredge of social challenges that life can present, if one doesn’t practice the
tenet of honesty, one could end up compromising personal beliefs could kill them
ultimately leading to destruction.
-Add a 4th idea using one or more of the following leading statements:
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Ultimately
Leading to
In order to

PLAGIARISM
Projects that contain any form of plagiarism either from a published source or from a peer
will not receive credit and no make-up opportunity will be given.
Do not take theme statements from an Internet source; you must develop your own original
theme statement.

Avoid using websites such as Wikipedia, Spark Notes, and similar sites while working on your
summer reading assignment. While you may be tempted to access these sites for help you
understand the novel, you do not want to risk plagiarizing ideas from these sources. Rely on
your own critical reading and thinking skills to complete the assignment.

WHAT IS PLAGIARISM?
Many people think of plagiarism as copying another's work or borrowing someone else's original
ideas. Terms such as "copying" and "borrowing" can disguise the seriousness of the offense.
According to the Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary, to “plagiarize” means
 to steal and pass off the ideas or words of another as one's own
 to use another's production without crediting the source
 to commit literary theft
 to present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source

ALL OF THE FOLLOWING ARE CONSIDERED PLAGIARISM:







turning in someone else's work as your own
copying words or ideas from someone else without giving credit
failing to put a quotation in quotation marks
giving incorrect information about the source of a quotation
changing words but copying the ideas of a source without giving credit
copying so many words or ideas from a source that it makes up the majority of your
work, whether you give credit or not
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OPTION 1
Movie Poster
Students who will be in an English II Pre-AP class for the 2019-2020 school year
must complete Project Option 1. All other students may select one project from
the options included in this packet.
Design a movie poster featuring the following information:







Title of your film
The names of the actors that you envision in the key roles
Suitable and original artwork (no clips from old movies, novel covers, etc.)
Artwork should reflect the main themes and conflicts of the novel
Movie slogan based on a THEME of the novel
Select a quote from the novel to use as a movie tag line/catch phrase

Formatting Requirements:




Poster must be 14x22 inches (half poster).
No white space on the poster.
Poster must be neat. Organize images and text and
use visually aesthetic font and lettering size.

Options for Designing
1. Hand Drawn - Everything is drawn and colored on
the poster. No printing out pictures or cutting and
pasting images.
2. Digitally Created – Use staged photos of yourself or
different people. Use costumes, incorporate props,
and create backgrounds. Content must still be original.

*The next page is a Planning Sheet that must be completed with this project.
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Planning Sheet for Movie Poster
1. Write your thematic statement. Remember it should be a universal idea that is
expressed in the novel.
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
2. Slogan. Now turn your thematic statement into a pop culture, catchy slogan.
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
3. Movie Tagline. Is a catchy, enticing short phrases used to advertise and sell a movie,
and to sum up the plot, tone or themes of a film. This needs be a quote from the novel.
Remember it needs to catch the essence of the plot, tone, or theme.
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
4. Main Image. What are some of the important characters, setting, or scenes in the novel?
How will you use these in your poster?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
5. Movie release date. (the date that it is due on)
______________________________________________________________________
6. Credits. Who will be starring in your movie? Director?
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OPTION 2
Setting Map
Design a map of the novel’s setting that includes the following information:








Title of the novel
A subtitle based on a THEME of the novel
An original caption describing the setting or journey of the main characters
Key locations in the novel labeled on the map
Suitable and creative images
Artwork should reflect the important plot points of the novel
Track the journey of the main characters on the map

Formatting Requirements:




Poster must be 14x22 inches (half poster).
Minimal white space on the poster.
Poster must be neat. Organize images and text and use visually aesthetic font and
lettering size.

Options for Designing
The visual representations of the setting and plot
points may be a combination of hand drawings
and digital images.
Do not simply cut and paste an entire map from
the Internet. Be creative.
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OPTION 3
Character Biography
Design a character biography of the main character that includes the
following information:






Name of the character
A THEME statement that is based on the experiences of this character
Portrait (full body) of the character that illustrates important traits. Character traits can be
depicted use suitable images or symbols.
The goal is to not only illustrate what you imagine the character looks like, but to dig deeper
into the character. Make a complete visual representation of the character in creative ways.
Quotes from the novel that reflect important character attributes:
1. Brain: What does the character think?
2. Mouth: What does the character say?
3. Arm: What is the character’s greatest strength or weakness?
4. Heart: What feelings does the character experience?
5. Stomach: How do other characters react to this character?
6. Spine/Backbone: What are the character’s beliefs and values?
7. Hands: What does the character literally do? (job, role in society, etc.)
8. Legs: What is a significant action or behavior of the character?

Formatting Requirements:




Poster must be 14x22 inches (half poster)
Poster must be neat. Organize images and text and use
visually aesthetic font and lettering size
Quotes with labels must be typed and placed around the
portrait near the corresponding body parts. Do not place
quotes on top of the image.

Options for Designing
The portrait and visual representations of character traits may
be a combination of hand drawings and digital images.
Do not simply use an image of an actor or Internet image for
the entire portrait. Be creative.
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Project Rubric
Projects must be creative and original. You may refer to the rubric below as a guide while
completing your project.
EXEMPLARY

SUFFICENT

PARTIALLY
SUFFICIENT

INSUFFICIENT

-Insightful
representation of
novel

-Accurate
representation of the
novel

-Mostly accurate
representation of the
novel

-Inaccurate
representation of the
novel

-Theme reveals a
deep understanding
of the novel

-Theme reveals a
literal understanding
of the novel

-Theme reveals basic
or partially incorrect
understanding of the
novel

-Theme reveals an
incomplete/incorrect
understanding of the
novel

20-25 points
-Display has a clear
focus

11-19 points
-Display has some
focus

5-10 points
-Display has an
unclear focus

0-4 points
-Display lacks focus

-Purposeful
organization of ideas

-Effective
organization of ideas

-Vague organization
of ideas

20-25 points
-Project is original,
creative, and engages
the audience

11-19 points
-Project is original
and creative

5-10 points
-Project is partially
original and creative

0-4 points
-Project is unoriginal
and lacks creativity

-Uses some
imaginative ideas

-Uses some weak
ideas

-Uses simplistic or
inaccurate ideas

20-25 points
-Uses precise word
choice

11-19 points
-Uses effective word
choice

5-10 points
-Uses some vague
word choice

0-4 points
-Uses imprecise word
choice

-No errors in usage,
spelling, or grammar

-Few errors in usage,
spelling, or grammar

-Several errors in
usage, spelling, or
grammar

-Numerous errors in
usage, spelling, or
grammar

20-25 points

11-19 points

5-10 points

0-4 points

CONTENT

ORGANIZATION

CREATIVITY
-Uses perceptive and
imaginative ideas

CONVENTIONS
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Student/ Parent (Guardian) Agreement
This page must be returned to your current English teacher before the last week of school.

STUDENT
By signing below, I guarantee that I fully understand my responsibilities for the summer
reading and related assignments. I also guarantee to submit my project no later than
Monday, September 2, 2019 and will be prepared for the objective test on the novel, which
will be administered Tuesday, September 3, 2019.
By signing below, I am also acknowledging that I have read the plagiarism statement
included in this packet. I understand that plagiarizing either from a published source or from
a classmate will result in a zero for the assignment and no make-up opportunity will be
given.
Student Signature: _______________________________________________
Date: ________________________

PARENT
By signing below, I indicate awareness and understanding of my child’s responsibilities for
the summer reading. I am aware that the novels chosen for summer reading are sanctioned
by AP College Board and represent selections deemed to be books of literary merit. As a
parent, I support my child’s efforts to fulfill his/ her classroom expectations to submit the
summer reading assignment by the due date. I understand that if my child fails to complete
the required reading and assignment, his/her grade will be adversely affected.
By signing below, I am also acknowledging that I have read the plagiarism statement
included in this packet. I understand that plagiarizing either from a published source or from
a peer will result in a zero for the assignment and no make-up opportunity will be given.
Parent Signature: _________________________________________________
Date: ________________________
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