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The Spartan Spirit
Flags for Forgotten Soldiers

Members of our football team
joined up with United States military veterans to help establish a
display of 600 American flags on
the school’s front lawn. These
600 flags represent the number
of U.S. military veterans who take
their own lives every month. The
Forgotten Soldiers group is bringing awareness to the plight of
these men and women who believe they have nowhere else to turn, and the result is that many take their
own lives. The Forgotten Soldiers group is helping to change the way that veterans receive treatment with the hope that
the number of suicides by veterans can be dramatically reduced. Our players were
proud to lend their support to this worthy cause. The display will be up for 30 days
to signify the 600 soldiers who take their lives every month.
Flags for Forgotten Soldiers was begun by Howard Berry to bring awareness to this
ongoing tragedy. One of the banners on display has a picture of his son, SSG Joshua
Berry. Josh was injured by Major Nidal Hasan in the terrorist shooting at Fort Hood,
Texas in 2009. Joshua suffered constant
anguish and anxiety from PTSD and died
four years after this tragedy; he ended his
suffering by taking his own life in 2013 leaving behind an infant daughter.
The connection to Holy Spirit was the work of Lynn Brown, Howard Berry’s sister
and a member of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish. She spoke to Fr. Perry and the
Forgotten Soldiers display was exhibited there last fall. Other parishes participating are Holy Trinity Parish and Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish. Ms. Brown
and her brother, Mr. Berry are unreservedly committed to this worthy cause. They finance the purchase of the flags and
tend to their care and upkeep as the display is moved to other locations. Ms. Brown reports that many people have
stopped her to ask about the display and says “never once have I heard a negative word.” Please visit the Flags for Forgotten Soldiers Facebook page.

#1 Samantha Smoger
#2 John Bannan
#3 Paxton Antonucci
#4 Minglan Zheng
#5 Hayley McKeever

#6 Stephen Grimmie

#9 Michael Waszen

#7 Vaughn Reale

#10 Dustin Nguyen

#8 Addisen Antonucci

Congratulations
and
Best Wishes
to
The Holy Spirit High School
Class of 2018

from
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish
Absecon, NJ
Reverend Perry A. Cherubini
Pastor
and
President of Holy Spirit High School

Claire Collins to receive Father Thom Schiavo Sisterhood Award
On May 22 at the Father Thom Schiavo Interfaith Service, to be held at Beth El Synagogue in
Margate, Claire Collins will be honored by the Father Thom Schiavo Award Program which
will present her with the Sisterhood Award for her longstanding support of the Program.
Mrs. Collins is the Music Director at Holy Trinity Parish and Holy Spirit High School . Fr.
Thom and Mrs. Collins became friends when Fr. Thom first came to the area and was assigned to what was then the Blessed Sacrament Parish and School where Mrs. Collins was
the Music Director. They worked together on school projects and theatrical productions-set building, etc. Fr. Thom was as well a visual artist and created stained glass windows for
Blessed Sacrament Church. Mrs. Collins says, “Fr. Thom and I became kindred spirits very
quickly because we both shared a love of the arts and a celebration of all the good virtues of
the different faiths in our diverse community.” Choirs from Blessed Sacrament Church, Holy
Spirit, and Beth El Synagogue always sing at the Awards program.
Fr. Thom, who tragically passed away at the age of 37 in 1984, became friends as well with
Rabbi Aaron Krauss. From the moment he arrived in the area, Fr. Thom encouraged interfaith cooperation and community service. He inspired the congregations from Blessed Sacrament and Beth El to become familiar with each other in order
to share their faith commitment and he spoke at Beth El services several times. Rabbi Krauss decided, after Fr. Thom’s
untimely death, to honor him by establishing an annual interfaith service where awards would be given out to worthy
community members of all faiths.
Mrs. Collins is being recognized for her adherence to Fr. Thom’s interfaith spirit of collaboration and support over many
years, for her dedication to the music programs at Holy Spirit High School and Holy Trinity Parish, and for her support of
the Beth El Interfaith Service.

Spirit’s Coach Russo and players lend a hand (and some muscle) to
help out with St. Nicholas restoration.
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church at Tennessee and
Pacific Avenues in Atlantic City has been a part of the
community for 113 years. It is a stunningly beautiful
church with its intricately sculpted statues, stained
glass windows which fill the church with light, and
well-worn marble flooring which has seen countless
weddings, funerals, baptisms and First Eucharist celebrations. The years have taken a toll, however; now
some concerned citizens and members of the parish
have formed a committee--Friends of St. Nicholas of
Tolentine--to raise enough funds to restore the
church.
Helping out also was our football coach, A.J. Russo who took seniors Joe Marczyk, Devin Findley,
Owen Kramer and Dimitris Pali to help Sister Joseph (Franciscan Sisters of Renewal) dispose of
old furniture, bedding and clothing from a building that is currently a part of the restoration of St. Nicholas. Sr. Joseph’s mission is evangelization in the city of Atlantic City. The committee would like to raise about $1 million
for a full restoration of this Atlantic City landmark which was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 2001.

Congratulations
And Best Wishes
For the Future

The Parish and Families of
Saint Maximilian Kolbe
Marmora, NJ

Spring Sports
Crew
Latest--Atlantic County Championship Regatta on Sunday,
May 13 at Lake Lenape.
Freshman 8

-

Silver medal

Novice 8

-

4th Place

JV8

-

Silver medal

2nd 8

-

Silver medal

Varsity 4

-

Gold medal

Varsity 8

-

Gold medal

The boys and girls combined for an awesome day of racing
and brought home to Holy Spirit the Team Title for most
points scored.

Baseball
Congratulations
to our baseball
team who made
the Diamond
Classic and won
the first round.
The team will
also be in the
State playoffs
with their first
game on Thursday, May 24 at home vs. Rutgers Prep. Good Luck to the whole
team!!

Golf
The Golf team
had a winning
season ending
with a record
of 9-3.
They’re looking forward to
another successful season
next year.

Congratulations to Andrew Buchan and Brett McGettigan
for winning the Philadelphia City Championship on May 6.
As Brett says, “Not getting it last year makes finishing 1st
this year all the better.” And Andrew’s view: “Having
such a small program and winning such a big championship means a lot to us and to our school. “

Softball
Congratulations to our
softball team
who earned
their 7th win
of the season
with a 21-0
victory over
Pleasantville
on May 15. Seniors Abby Kiker, Kamryn Englert, Nikki
Mastro, and Julia Rivera all picked up multiple hits for
the Spartans on Senior Day. Their first playoff game will
be on Monday, May 21. at Calvary Christian in Old
Bridge. Good Luck Lady Spartans!

Track
The track team had a great day at the CAL individual championships on May
17. Ahmad Brown took 2nd in the 400 with a personal best. Sam LaMonaca
was 4th. Paige Sofield took 2nd in the 800. Angela Bannan took 3rd in the
1600 and 4th in the 3200--both with personal bests--and 4th in the 800. The
girls’ 4x4 relay of Ayana Plummer, Isabella Desario, Kayla Patitucci and Paige
Sofield took 3rd. The boys’ 4x4 relay team of Sam LaMonaca, Terrell Moore,
Matt Keidat and Lee Dawson took 4th. Great job Spartans!!

Boys’ Lacrosse
The Boys’ Lacrosse team had a winning season with
a record of 9-5 and made the playoffs but lost to
Morristown Beard last week. Looking forward to
next season!

Girls’ Lacrosse
Girls’ Lacrosse celebrated a winning season and
made the playoffs but lost to Holy Cross. They’ll
come back strong next season!

Boys Tennis

Boys’ Tennis is growing and building their team.
They lost to Moorestown Friends in the playoffs
but will be back next year ready for the season!

Congratulations to Spartan scholar athlete Michael Waszen on
signing with Franklin & Marshal
College in Lancaster, PA! Michael
will be attending on both academic and athletic scholarships! Well
done, Michael!

Congratulations
and
Best Wishes
to the
Class of 2018

from the
Pastor, Priests, Staff and Parishioners
St. Gianna Beretta Molla Parish
Northfield, NJ

Prom Queen and King: Samantha Smoger and Dan Tarsitano
Prom Princess and Prince: Danielle Cordivari and T.J. Given

God Bless and Best Wishes
to our Graduates
Holy Spirit High School
Class of 2018

from
Fr. John Vignone
and the
Parishioners and Staff
Church of St. Katharine Drexel
Egg Harbor Township, NJ

Congratulations and
God Bless
the Class of 2018
Holy Spirit High School

Fr. Ted Heintzelman ‘68
&
the Parish of St. Vincent de Paul
Mays Landing, NJ

Feast of the Ascension Liturgy and Hall of
Fame Blessing
An Ascension Thursday Liturgy was celebrated at Spirit on April 10 with Fr. Perry and
Fr. Heintzelman as co-celebrants. Included was a blessing for our 2018 new inductees into the Holy Spirit Hall of Fame: Mr. Charles Dhyne, Dr. Brigid Callahan Harrison ’83, Rev. Edward Heintzelman ’68, Mrs. Diane Kresz ’82, Mr. Steve Light ’79, Mr.
Thomas Reynolds ’83, Mr. William Walsh ’85, Mr. Joseph Watson, and Mr. William
Wenz ’82. Each was inducted into the Holy Spirit Hall of Fame at the February Salute
to the Spartans Gala.
Fr. Perry spoke of the Resurrection not as a conclusion but as a beginning--when the apostles went forth to preach the gospels and, empowered by the Holy Spirit, became the eyes, ears, and voice of Jesus Christ. Speaking of the Hall of Fame inductees, who attended the Liturgy, he noted that not only have they been “eyes and ears” in service to Holy Spirit but that
they have in a variety of gifted and talented ways always supported the Holy Spirit community. He challenged all of us to
follow their example, to commit ourselves to giving back out of grace and love. He encouraged us to do this for our school,
our church, and our faith. Noting that the Paschal candle is the “Light of Christ,” he said that the Hall of Famers have always
followed the light of Christ especially regarding Holy Spirit High School.
Mrs. Werner then introduced each inductee with a brief history of their service to Holy Spirit and emphasized that each one
of the Hall of Fame members is dedicated to making all of our lives better.

Stock Market Winners
Imagine winning thousands of dollars in the stock market. That’s just what three of Mr. Cortellessa’s students did recently
in a competition, sponsored by Stockton University. Congratulations to Adrianna Beck for winning
the South Jersey High School section of the Stock
Market Game sponsored by SIFMA (Securities
Industry and Financial Markets Association). Congratulations also go to Nick McDonald and Ryan
Yost for placing. Working out of their Computer
Applications, Advanced Business Economics, and
Advanced Accounting classes, students were given a certain amount of money to invest in companies of their choosing. They did research and decided which companies were worth the investment. The contest went from September to April. Adrianna chose Amazon, 5 Below, Michael Kors,
Netflix and Urban Outfitters and managed to make the most money. Ryan looked at the holiday
flight schedules and chose some airline stocks along with Netflix. Nick focused on a company named Nvidia and some other
tech companies. All three students looked at stability and growth along with market value. They agreed that it was fascinating to see how the market works and that it was an interesting lesson in how to be smart with your money. The students will be honored at a luncheon to be held June 4 at Stockton University sponsored by SIFMA. Mr. Cortellessa said: “I
feel the students are successful because they enjoy the ability to see their growth daily. They are now more familiar with
companies due to the expansion of the virtual world!”

The JWatt!
Two of our students, sophomores Jordan Waters and Ahmad Brown, have embarked on an entrepreneurial pursuit which involves starting their own clothing
line. They’ve named the company The JWatt and have already designed some
hats and t-shirts with their logo on them. They hope to expand the clothing line
to include sweats and other athletic gear. They work together on creating the
template for the designs and deciding which types of clothing they will market.
Good luck to these future business owners.

Oceanography class observes a shark dissection
Mr. Allison treated Mrs. Ljoka’s Oceanography
class to a shark dissection last Wednesday. According to Mrs. Ljoka, there are roughly 400 species of sharks and this was a dogfish, Squalus acanthias. The juniors and seniors in the class asked a
lot of questions and really enjoyed it--well, most of
them anyway. Check out Kamryn’s expression!
When asked to comment on her thoughts at that
moment, she said to just let the photo speak for
itself! This is part of the class’s marine vertebrate
section and they were very appreciative of Mr.
Allison’s skill and his commentary as he did his
dissecting work.

Snow days and boredom equal an appearance on the Steve Harvie Show for
James Dalzell
January was cold and snowy and had a couple of snow days thrown into the mix so James and
his friend Matt decided to relieve the boredom by perfecting their trick golf shots. Both are
experienced golfers--James has been playing all his life--and they created some amazing trick
shots in just a short time. Lofting a ball to the inside of a folded-up ping pong table so that it
would bounce back and forth from surface to surface and then drop right into a red paper
cup was one of the shots. Another was taking out one--yes, just one--block in a Jenga game
with a golf shot. After posting it on Instagram, Sports Center noticed and
contacted James and Matt. From that came notice from the Steve
Harvie show based in Los Angeles. The show flew James, Matt and
their moms out to L.A. where they appeared with Steve Harvie on his
show and demonstrated their fantastic golf skills. James said it was a
great experience and is another reason that he enjoys the game of
golf so much. To see these unbelievable shots, just go to: http://
www.stevetv.com/clip/this-trick-shot-golfer-will-blow-your-mind.

Senior Conor Bell receives Johnny D’Angelo Scholarship

Congratulations to Senior Conor Bell (aka SHREK in
the HSHS Spring musical!) for receiving the Johnny
D'Angelo Scholarship. This scholarship is awarded
to a student who will attend college studying the
Performing Arts. Conor was recognized at the Annual MBCA Scholarship Luncheon just a few weeks
ago. Way to go, Conor! We are so proud of you!

Congratulations and
Best Wishes
to the
Class of 2018
Holy Spirit High School

Fr. Joseph Perreault
St. Joseph Parish
Sea Isle City, NJ

Spring Art Show
This is just a small sample of the artwork of our talented artists. Take a few minutes to stop in the Main Lobby
to admire the work of students in our multi-talented Art Department. Thank you Mrs. Milano for putting together—as you do every spring—another spectacular art exhibit.

Katelyn DeRitis
Tim Tan

Robert Schall

Charles Murray
Erin Brennan

Ashab Amin

Grace Evans

Vivian Zhou

2018 Spring Concert
Multi-Cultural Music
May 29 at 7 p.m.
Our theme was selected this year to teach about diversity using songs from around the world and songs embracing all
of our differences. Both choral and instrumental sections will be performing. A farewell ceremony to our seniors is
planned as well in which the Tri-M Music Honor Society honor cords will be presented to our seniors and the Alma
Mater will be sung.

All the Best
to the
Class of 2018
Congratulations
and
Good Wishes
to our graduating seniors!
from

The Spartan Spirit
Holy Spirit High School
June 3, 2018

