Welcome
ESL Parent Advisory Council
Secaucus Public School District
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We are here for you and your child.
How can you become involved in the education of your children?

What does our program look like in Secaucus and how do we support your child
on their acquisition of English?

Question and Answer Period
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How can you become involved in the education of your children?
●

Attend Back to School Night, Orientations, and meetings such as this one

●

Check that homework is completed each night

●

Ask their children to tell them about what they learned each day

●

Join the PTA

●

Participate in classroom and school activities

●

Chaperone events or field trips

●

Learn more about programs through before/after-school programs and the
public library
Read with or encourage your child to read in English or your native language

●

3

How can you actively participate in helping your children learn English, achieve
at high levels in the core academic subjects and meet state standards?
Graduation Requirements
Before your child enrolls in the 9th grade, you should find out what the specific
graduation requirements are for your child's high school.
Social Development and Health
●
●
●
●
●

Be aware of your child's friends, get to know them, set limits and
consequences
Make sure your child has a clear understanding of negative peer pressure
and maintaining healthy habits
Offer your child encouragement and support
Participate in sports and extracurricular activities
Be understanding that life in a new country is stressful and difficult
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Science
● Encourage your child to read the science sections in
newspapers and magazines and explain them to you
● Help your child conduct science experiments that are part of
their schoolwork or a science fair project
● Encourage your child to explore different careers in science
(e.g., archeologist, meteorologist, nurse, etc.)
● Encourage your child to attend extra help sessions with
science teachers
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Math
● Help your child see the range of careers in which math is
essential (e.g., accountant, doctor, pharmacist, auto
mechanic, etc.)
● Urge your child to persevere and understand that doing math
takes time
● Ask your child to explain to you the new math concepts
being taught in school; if she/he has difficulty doing this, talk
to the teacher to see what can be done to help
● Encourage your child to attend extra help sessions with
teachers
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Reading, Writing, Listening, Speaking and Viewing
● Help your child choose books and other reading materials
that go beyond the assigned reading list for school and that
tap into her/his interests or hobbies
● Students can read in any language they are comfortable
● Encourage your child to visit and use the public library or the
school library
● Encourage your child to practice English but also allow them
to use their Native language at times
● When watching TV or movies please put the closed caption
on when possible
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Our ESL Program
How we work together to help
your child acquire English and
academic skills?

In Secaucus, we have a high
intensity ESL program. Students
receive ESL classes to help them
increase their listening, speaking,
reading, and writing skills.
Students do attend all grade
appropriate content level classes
and they are included in all school
wide activities.
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How can you provide suggestions and recommendations?
● Schedule a parent conference with guidance
counselors or teachers
● Attend PTA meetings
● Call your child’s school to speak to the principal about
concerns.
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Resources
District website, www.sboe.org

Secaucus Public Library, https://www.secaucuslibrary.org/
Teacher webpages, Parent Portal
Web Page with important announcements and student work samples and many
links for websites to help students practice their English skills,
Http://tinyurl.com/secaucusESL
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Questions and Answers
What kinds of events are you interested in attending?
How would you like to participate?
What programs or additions would you like us to add to
our program?
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Contacts
Secaucus Public Schools
Teachers: Elementary: Ms. Georgina Cruzado at Clarendon School 201-974-2010 and Huber Street School
201-974-2053
Secondary: Ms. Christina Namendorf at Secaucus Middle School and Secaucus High School, 201-974-2033
Administrators: The building principals at Clarendon School, Huber Street School, Secaucus Middle School
or Secaucus High School
Dr. Garzon, Elementary Supervisor and Acting Principal, 201-974-2010 or 201-974-2053
Mrs. Allison Cunniff , Grades 6-12 Supervisor, 201-974-2050
Dr. Daniela Riser, Director of Curriculum and Instruction, 201-974-2052

NJ Department of Education
Bilingual Education; NJ TESOL & Bilingual Educators
LEP@doe.state.nj.us (609) 292-8777 Lori Ramella, Kenneth Bond, Jacquelyn Leon
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Thank you for coming here today.
We look forward to seeing you again.
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