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From the Superintendent’s Desk

SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST

One of the most important aspects of any educational institution is the feeling
of safety and security. We are always working to be sure that CPCS has that
foundation. We are trying to get the most out of our lock-down drills by making
them realistic and trying to coordinate with outside agencies. We are in the
process of ensuring that our water is lead-free. CPCS has a full safety plan on
file with the state police. None of these areas can be overlooked!
The peace of mind that comes with a safe learning environment unlocks our
students' ability to be innovative and creative. This is where education gets
exciting! As we search for collaborative ways to learn and authentic audiences
for our students' work, technology has become an indispensable tool for our
district. We take pride in the ways that we leverage these tools to improve
education.
The next natural step for our environment at CPCS is to move to computerbased testing. Our students are so comfortable on electronic devices that
many of them prefer to use computers rather than paper. These students
continually prove that they are up to a challenge, no matter what form it comes
in.
We are excited about this upgrade in assessment options because it will
eventually allow for more customizable and adaptable tools for our
students. We all know the power of individualizing education. The CPCS team
strives to be leaders in this respect.
Another critical factor in the success of our system is the community support of
the school system. When parents and teachers can all work together, there is
no doubt that children will benefit. We have also taken pride in being the only
district in the north country (and one among just a few in the state) with 100%
participation in assessments. This certainly helps to provide our teachers with
data that guides our instructional focus. More importantly, it is an indicator that
the Colton-Pierrepont Central School community is working together to meet
our mission.

Our Mission Statement: The Colton-Pierrepont Central School Community
proudly educates students to become responsible, respectful and resourceful
citizens, thereby continuing a tradition of innovation and excellence.
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BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING SCHEDULE FOR THE 2016-2017 YEAR
Board of Education meetings for the 2016-17 school year are scheduled for the following nights
beginning at 5:30 p.m. unless otherwise directed: October 19, November 16, December 21, 2016, and
January 18, February 15, March 15, April 6 (BOCES Annual Meeting), April 25 (BOCES Budget Vote),
May 10 (Annual Budget Hearing), May 16, and June 21, 2017.

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
Newsletter materials need to be into the Central Office by December 2, 2016, February 3, April 7, and
May 19, 2017, in order to be published in the following month’s News and Notes.
In an effort to be more environmentally friendly we will only mail newsletters to those that request a
paper copy. The newsletter is available on our website, www.cpcs.us. If you would like to be on our
mailing list for the paper newsletters or to be emailed the newsletter please contact Diane Ladison @
(315) 262-2100 extension 144. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact us.

ELEMENTARY HOLIDAY CONCERT
Please mark your calendars and join us for the elementary holiday concert on Wednesday, December 7,
2016 at 7 p.m.

SCHOOL GARDEN UPDATE
Many thanks to the garden adopters
who helped get us through this dry, dry
summer by watering and weeding our
garden. Thanks go to: Cindy McLean
(and Zoe and Sophia), Lori Rohde (and
Lukas and Tanner), Melissa Lovely
(and Tyler and Matty), Kristie Dow (and
Kayden), Tonya Fisher (and
Mackaylae), and Stacie Cole (and
Morgan and Joslyn). We couldn't do it
without you!
Next year our garden will become one
big pumpkin patch, where the children
can learn about the cycle from seed to
plant to flower to fruit and back to seed
again. We'll use some of our compost
from the cafeteria for growing the
pumpkins. If you would like to help convert the garden to a pumpkin patch (removing some old boards
and laying down mulch), please contact Katherine Brown at brownka@cpcs.us, or 262-2100, ext. 110.
Thanks!

FROM PRINCIPAL JAMES NEE’S DESK
Students have settled in as we move into the second month of school. We would like to thank everyone
who attended our Open House in September; it is always nice to put a name to a friendly face. As
always, students continue to demonstrate positive educational and social growth inside and outside of
the classroom at CPCS.
Students continue to be involved in a variety of activities at CPCS. Currently, high school students are
preparing in the early mornings before school for upcoming Whiz Quiz contests that begin during the
third week of October. Our speaking team is also in full swing taking part in meets in early October
through January. CPCS will host our annual meet on Saturday, November 5, 2016. Elementary
students in grades 3-6 are out on the pitch gaining soccer skills, increasing their physical endurance, and
gaining overall knowledge of the game. Both the Boys’ and Girls’ Varsity teams have hosted Saturday
practice sessions with the elementary groups providing a connection to the program.
We would like to thank the Snell Apple Orchard and the Thomas Farm for hosting our elementary
students again this year. The connections made from the classroom to our local community are
wonderful educational opportunities. We appreciate the experiences this provides our young students
every fall. We also want to thank our local Fire Department for hosting our Pre-k-6 students for Fire
Prevention Week! Thank you very much!
Our Seventh grade students recently returned from Camp Overlook partaking in project adventure
activities with a team building focus. It was great to hear ideas shared, leadership rise to the occasion,
and to see students push themselves out of their comfort zone. Truly memories that will last a lifetime.
The District team continues to work on student leadership at CPCS. This school year our leadership
theme will be connected to character traits that help us define good leadership. Each month we will
have a specific word to help us gain knowledge of what it means to be a good leader. For the month of
September we focused on “Respect”. During the next few months we will focus on being “Coachable”,
“Kind”, and how to “Inspire” others.
Our Student Government representatives, working with grade level classmates, continue to develop
great leadership by helping plan and organize our first COLTS days of the 2016-2017 school year. Our
first sessions will take place at the end of October or the beginning of November. Community service
will again be a focal point for the fall.
On September 26, 2016 elementary students participated in our first Forum of the school year. Students
were recognized for positive bus behavior, C.A.P.E. awards, and for our theme of “Respect” for the
month of September. Students in the sixth grade are taking ownership of Forum by acting as ushers,
stage crew, and setting up our sound. Great work to the 6th grade! We also had students in grades first
and second recite a poem connected to our Independent Reading Workshop. The students are truly
leading by example.
Just a reminder that we will be hosting our first of two Parent-Student-Teacher Conferences on
November 22 & 23, 2016. Many grade levels in the elementary have been working with students on
“Student Led Conferences” which is a great way to see students take initiative, ownership, and a
leadership role in their own learning.
For further updates and student progress we encourage everyone to follow us on our official social
media sites. Community members can follow us on our school Facebook page for Colton-Pierrepont
Central School. Folks can also follow our student success on our twitter accounts @COLTSCPCS and
@CPCSAthletics. Our homepage also provides student updates through the hashtag #COLTurechat .

COLTON PIERREPONT PTSA NEWS
The Colton-Pierrepont PTSA holds meetings on the first Wednesday of every month in the school library
at 6:30 p.m. We would love to see some new faces and new ideas. Please check out our web page
link on the school’s website. Feel free to call or email with any questions or concerns.
Melissa Lovely, President, 315-262-2090 lovelyme@cpcs.us
Jennifer Fleury, Secretary, 315-262-4679 jfleury@cpcs.us

FROM THE COLTON-PIERREPONT COMMUNITY SCHOLARSHIP FUND (CSF)
Thanks to generous donations from the Colton and Pierrepont Communities, and from several CPCS
faculty and staff, the CSF awarded over $5,000 in scholarships at Graduation 2016!
We would also like to thank our named scholarship donors: J&S Logging, The Dale Collins Memorial
Scholarship, The Thompson-Weatherup Scholarship and the Hideaway/Mahogany Ridge/ Raquette
River Pub Scholarship. Thank you for your continued support.
The Scholarship Fund Committee is in need of more members, so if you’d like to get involved, please
contact Lianne Knight (sknight8@twcny.rr.com) or Heather Rousell (heather@rousell.org).
For many years, the CSF (formerly known as the Dollars for Scholars committee), conducted a spring
phone-a-thon to secure donations for graduating seniors. However, with fewer landlines in use, the
committee has found it increasingly difficult to reach folks this way.
Last spring, the CSF decided to try something different. We sent a mass mailing and utilized social
media (Facebook), with the option to donate online.
For the upcoming school year, we are asking folks to consider sending in donations for the class of 2017
now, and anytime during the school year, through the following methods:

----------------------------------✂-------------------✂---------------------------Mail a check to the Community Scholarship Foundation,
℅ Jennifer Morrill, Treasurer,
4921 State Highway 56, Colton, NY 13625
Name:

____________________

Amount Donated: $____________

Address:

_________________________________________________

Phone:

_________________________________________________

Email:

_________________________________________________

Or donate securely online at the following website: http://bit.ly/2aWhJn4
On behalf of the CSF
THANK YOU!

FALL FESTIVAL DAY

The CPCS class of 2018 will be hosting the Fall Festival on Saturday, October 29, 2016 from
10:00 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the school. The day’s events will include games, activities, a haunted
hall, bounce houses and fun for children of all ages. Children can also take part in the costume
parade at 1:00 P.M. Adults can enjoy the day with crafters and venders as well as our rummage
sale and silent basket auction. Cost is $10.00 per child under 3 free. Food and drinks will also be
sold that day. Come and have a spook tackular day with the CPCS class of 2018.

COLTS’ PRIDE BOOSTER CLUB NEWS
The Colts’ Pride Booster Club meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month in the school cafeteria
beginning at 7 p.m.
New members always welcome. Any questions, please contact Bonnie McGee @ mcgeebo@cpcs.us or
Peter Edwards @ pedwards@cpcs.us. Please consider joining us.

NOVEMBER 2016 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
November 1 November 2 November 3 November 4 November 5 November 6 November 7 November 8 November 9 -

November 10 -

November 11 November 15 November 16 November 18 November 19 November 21 November 22 November 23 – 25
November 28 -

2:13 – 2:55 p.m. – Mock Presidential Debate - Auditorium
3:00 p.m. – Impetus to Clarkson University
6:30 p.m. – PTSA Meeting – Library
4:00 – 6:00 pm. – FLIC Spaghetti Dinner
4:00 - 9:00 p.m. – FLIC Scrapbooking – Gym
8:00 – 3:00 p.m. - Speaking Team Competition
9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. – FLIC Scrapbooking
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
11:00 – 2:30 p.m. – Grade 3 to Catamount Lodge
3:00 p.m. – Faculty Meeting
7:30 a.m. – CPTA Executive Committee Meeting with Administration
2:13 – 2:56 p.m. – Mock Elections Results – Auditorium
All County Jazz to Canton HS
Holocaust Trip to Washington
8:15 a.m. – Grades 5 & 6 to OCP – Ogdensburg- The Legend of Sleepy Hollow
10:00 – 1:00 p.m. – Grades 3 & 4 to OCP – Ogdensburg – The Legend of Sleepy Hollow
8:30 a.m. – STEM Class to JCC – Bridge Building Competition
10:51 a.m. – EARLY DISMISSAL
11:00 – 3:00 p.m. – Staff Development
NO SCHOOL – VETERAN’S DAY
End of 10-Weeks
7:30 a.m. – Tri-M Meeting
6:00 – 7:30 p.m. – Girl Scouts
5:30 p.m. – Board of Education Meeting
Area All State – Crane School of Music
Area All State – Crane School of Music
10:51 a.m. – EARLY DISMISSAL
5:00 - 8:00 p.m. – Parent/Teacher Conferences
10:51 a.m. – EARLY DISMISSAL
11:00 3:00 p.m. – Parent/Teacher Conferences
NO SCHOOL – THANKSGIVING RECESS
8:10 a.m. - FORUM

DECEMBER 2016 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
December 1 -

CPCS Food Drive Starts
10:00 a.m. – Grades 1-3 to OCP - Junie B's Essential Survival Guide to School
December 5 1:30 p.m. – Elementary Concert Dress Rehearsal
3:00 p.m. – CPTA Meeting
December 7 7:00 p.m. – Elementary Winter Concert
December 9 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. – Student Government Spaghetti Dinner – Cafeteria
December 13 7:30 a.m. – CPTA Executive Committee Meeting with Administration
6:00 – 7:30 p.m. – Girl Scouts – Cafeteria
December 14 CPCS Food Drive Ends
7:00 p.m. – High School Winter Concert
December 19 3:00 p.m. – Faculty Advisory Meetings
December 20 1:30 – 2:30 p.m. – Science Fair
December 21 5:30 p.m. – Board of Education Meeting
December 23 – January 2 – NO SCHOOL – HOLIDAY BREAK

CALENDAR SUBJECT TO CHANGE
PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE UP-TO-DATE SCHEDULES.
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Shelli Prespare-Weston, Vice President
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It is the policy of the Colton-Pierrepont Central School not to discriminate
on the basis of sex, race, color, national origin, or handicap in the educational
programs or activities which it operates.
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