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TWO PS 5 STUDENTS TO ATTEND NJIT SUMMER PROGRAM
Two students from PS 5
were accepted to the
prestigious Exxon Mobil
Bernard Harris Summer
Science Camp. Ivonne
Ovalles, who is entering 7th
grade, and Raymond
Rodriguez, who is entering
6th, were selected from a
pool of over 300 students
who live within a 50-mile
radius of the NJIT Newark
Campus. Their Guidance
Counselor, Mary
PS 5 students Ivonne Ovalles and Raymond Rodriguez will attend a summer program at the prestigious NJ
Institute of Technology (NJIT) this summer.
Kavanagh, helped the
students through the
rigorous application process. In addition to these acceptances, Jason Quach, entering
grade 8, and Selena Grothoff and Nayeli Estremera, both entering grade 6, earned a place
on the wait list.
The EMBHSSC is a two-week academic residential camp offered to entering 6th, 7th, and
8th graders that emphasizes increasing students’ mathematical and science skills. The
program also introduces students to college life while stimulating their interest in science
and engineering as a potential career path. Each day students will attend classes that
include problem solving, research, writing, and
communication skills incorporated with biology,
IMPORTANT DATES
chemistry, physics, environmental earth science,
HS Credit Recovery Summer
engineering and design concepts, and field excursions.
Program, runs through 8/8
Certified subject faculty, as well as university faculty,
Extended Year Program at all
will instruct these classes. Principal John Rivero
Elementary and Middle
announced the awards congratulating his students for
Schools, runs through 8/1
Summer Meals Program runs
persevering through an extensive application, essay, and
through 8/1
interview process.
9/4, First day of School
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PS 3 TEACHER BECOMES PUBLISHED AUTHOR
Ms. Belinda Diaz-Perez, a teacher at Frank R. Conwell PS 3,
loves to write. She is proud to announce she has published her
first book, “Bully and the Bullfrog.” Ms. Diaz-Perez has been in
education for nearly twenty years, holding a Bachelor's Degree in
English/Journalism and a Master's Degree in School
Administration/Supervision. She will soon be receiving
certifications in ESL/Bilingual Education. She loves children,
and writing books for them is a dream come true.

SPRING ART EXHIBITION AT PS 5
Artistic talent was on
display at Dr. Michael
Conti PS 5’s Spring Art
Exhibition, where students
got to show off their work
on a Friday evening to
parents, peers, and faculty.
The exhibit featured
colorful, expressive pieces
that incorporated the
elements of design students
have learned in Mr. Mike
PS 5 parents and students pose for a quick photo while viewing the Spring Art Exhibition at their school.
Markman’s art classes.
Several students from Ms.
Bonnie Schultz’s art therapy program also exhibited works that focused on self-reflection
and the importance of communication.

The goal of the exhibit was to use art as a way to promote positive social skills and to
enhance self-esteem. “Art is a means of expression. We wanted to showcase student
achievement beyond just academic areas, and celebrate those students who shine
artistically,” explained school Principal John J. Rivero. The reception from the school
community was positive all around. “Some of my students struggle academically, but
they are inspired by art and love going to art class. The program here has created some
wonderful artists!” said Barbara Trento, one of many teachers who attended the event to
support their students. School parent Yesenia Carpio noted that the exhibit was “a great
way to instill a sense of pride in students.”
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PS 23 HOSTS FAMILY FUN NIGHT
PS 23 celebrated “Family
Fun Night” in mid-June
with a variety of outdoor
games and activities such
as Zumba, Caricatures,
Arts and Crafts, and more.
Parents and staff served as
volunteers as well as
students. Art Specialist Ms.
Francisco said, “It was
wonderful to see families
playing, laughing and
working together.”

PS 22 KICKS OFF SUMMER READING DRIVE
Jersey City resident Brittani
Bunney decided to help
Rev. Dr. Ercel F. Webb, PS
22 collect books for a new
summer reading drive.
Book donations came from
all over the City, and
financial donations topped
$5,000 according to
Bunney, who said she
received calls from as far as
Florida from people
seeking to help or to start
Former PS 22 teacher, Orlando Velez, reads to students outside school grounds.
their own, similar reading
drive. Groups of students
also marched through the neighborhood dropping off the baskets of books at local stores.
The school’s goal is to leave baskets of books in local businesses in hopes that students
will pick them up over the summer and start reading for pleasure. School officials hope
that students who don't visit the library during the summer may spot a book in a bodega
or laundromat and take it home to read. The school has collected over 4,000 books and
plans to replenish the baskets throughout the summer.
(Excerpts from Terrence McDonald and photo credit Reena Rose Sibayan.)
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Some highlights from this past school year...

September 5th—Dr. Lyles
welcomes students back to school

The weather was perfect at Liberty State
Park on Saturday, September 21, as our
district kicked off the first-ever “I Love
Jersey City Public Schools” Back-toSchool Festival.

Winner of the “Oscar for Teaching"—Robert
O’Donnell Jr., a science teacher from Christa
McAuliffe PS 28, received a Milken Educator Award
and cash prize of $25,000.

During Sneak-a-Peek Week, March 3-7, all elementary
schools hosted events to introduce themselves to parents
of Pre-K and Kindergarten children. Schools also
celebrated Dr. Suess’ birthday.

JC Public Schools Cares—With support from every
school, district students raised a total of $18,547.38 to help
victims of Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines .

Jersey City student artists win prestigious national
awards —Snyder’s Tyler Ballon is a National
YoungArts Finalist, three other students win
Scholastic Gold.

The newly created Office of Family & Community
Eng Engagement hosted the Parents as Partners Conference
at New Jersey City University focusing on the Common Core.
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“LIBERTY LINES” IS AN IN-HOUSE PRODUCTION OF THE JERSEY CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
THE JERSEY CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.
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