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BACK IN SESSION
by Ms. Stacey Johnson
Gateway Lab School resumed classes on August 26th
this year. But, that wasn't when all the fun began!
Gateway teachers resumed their training in the weeks
prior to our opening to prepare for all of the students
that would be entering our doors for the 2019-2020
school season. Teacher training proves that education
is an ongoing process for everyone. Gateway's
commitment to elevating staff skills is a testament to
the school's success.
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THIRD GRADE
by Ms. Allison White

This year the third grade space is the pilot for a Sensory-Based Classroom
initiative. Every item in the room, from the seating to the shelving, and
even the stuffies on the floor, have been selected to be suitable for students
needing extra consideration for sensory processing.

WHAT IS SENSORY
PROCESSING &
WHY IT MATTERS
Sensory processing is how we
translate the information we get
from our senses of sight, sound,
touch, smell, taste, body awareness,
etc., into actions. How children
process information from their
senses can affect learning and social
interactions.

WAYS TO REGULATE
YOUR CHILD'S
SENSORY NEEDS:
Rockers
Therapy balls
Tactile bins (rice, kinetic sand, etc.)
Music

ENGAGEMENT

FOURTH GRADE
by Ms. Tricia Callahan

According to edglossary.org,
"student engagement refers to the
degree of attention, curiosity,
interest, optimism, and passion that
students show when they are
learning or being taught, which
extends to the level of motivation
they have to learn and progress in
their education." (https://
www.edglossary.org/studentengagement/)

This is what
engagement
looks like.

Wizards have been sighted roaming the halls at Gateway Lab School! In
Tricia Callahan's class, the students were given a choice to decide what they
wanted their class name to be. The students chose "The Working Wizards."
Now, the students dress up as wizards as a fun way to engage in their
learning. With pencils for magic wands, hats to help them brainstorm new
ideas, and capes to keep all the new knowledge they gain protected, the
Working Wizards are set up for a successful fourth grade year!

Mrs. Yolanda Cain

FIFTH GRADE
by Mrs. Yolanda Cain
Mrs. Cain may have witnessed a teaching miracle. All of her new fifth
graders love math! As the school year begins, she is finding herself able to
cover more material at a faster rate than last year. Talk about RIGOR! The
students have reviewed long division and are already working in
undersramding fractions. She says, “They love it!”
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SIXTH GRADE
by Mr. Joshua Loper

TRIPPY FACTS
ABOUT TRIOPS
1. TRIOPS ARE OFTEN CALLED
"LIVING FOSSILS,” BUT THAT'S
A MISNOMER.
Commonly known as tadpole
shrimp, they appear to be almost
identical physically to their
fossilized ancestors. But
appearances can be deceiving.
Recent research shows that their
DNA and reproductive techniques
are constantly evolving.
2. THEY OFTEN HAVE A
VARIETY OF WAYS
TO REPRODUCE.
In addition to sexual reproduction,
some eggs are capable of
developing without fertilization.
Other can develop from just one
egg. No wonder they’ve survived
for so long.

Walking into the sixth-grade room is a little like walking into a minisafari these days with plants, aquatic animals and other growing
organisms sharing space with the students. Sixth-grade social
studies/science teacher, Mr. Joshua Loper is taking great pains to
make the student's learning at GLS as engaging and interactive as
possible. From ordering animals from beyond the State of Delaware's
borders to creating a space for students to have a "camp fire" talk, Mr.
Loper is making learning experiences for our middle school students
welcoming, fun, and educational!

3. THERE ARE MORE THAN A
DOZEN TRIOPS SPECIES.
They're found in seasonal ponds,
pools, and puddles all over the
world.
4. TRIOPS MEANS "THREE
EYES" IN GREEK.
5. THEY CAN HAVE AS MANY
AS 140 (SURPRISINGLY
MULTIPURPOSE) LEGS.
What what they do with them is
far more impressive than walking
or swimming. Some legs act as
antennae that help them find food,
while others create a water current
to direct food toward their mouth.
Females have capsules on some of
their legs to carry eggs. Some
triops have lobe or leaflike extensions on their legs that
function similarly to gills, allowing
them to breathe.

From "Ten Trippy Facts about
Triops" on mentalfloss.com.

CHROME BOOKS ARE HERE!!
by Mr. Marlin White

SEVENTH GRADE
by Ms. Megan McClintock
The seventh grade has a new homeroom teacher.
Ms. Megan McClintock joined Gateway Lab's staff
this year as the middle school math teacher. She is
shown here helping the students understand
fractions. Ms. McClintock attended Responsive
Classroom workshops this summer and has already
begun building positive relationships with our
Gladiators which we know will translate into
increased learning in the classroom.

This year Gateway Lab School received new equipment in the
form of Google Chromebooks for all of our students. This is
particularly great news for our middle school students who will
now have the opportunity to take Chromebooks home to
complete school work with a $20 insurance fee. Parents will be
able to meet the school principal, Mr. White to pay the
insurance fee for their child.

GET INVOLVED

by Mrs. Pat Troy-Brooks
There are numerous ways to support school activities and
events. We need volunteers for:
Field Trips
Assistance with after-school clubs and sports
Boys & Girls Basketball
Coding Club
Chorus
Drumming Club
Greeters for Open House Days (Nov 14 - Dec 7)
Teacher Appreciation Week
Homeroom Parents
Field Day (May)
Serve on the Board, Board Committee or Citizens Budget
Oversight Committee

HIGH SCHOOL NIGHT
by Mrs. Emily Cathell

High School Night will be held on October 17th from 6-8PM
in the Gateway Lab School gym. There will be
representatives from many different high schools and
community programs. This is an excellent opportunity to
see the programs that local high schools have to offer and
gather information about the application process. This
event is open to all middle school students and families.

8TH GRADE

by Mrs. Polly Howell & Mrs. Barbara Burke

This is a BIG year for our 8th grade students at
Gateway Lab! Word in the hall is, they are going
skating in September, bowling in October, and to
the Franklin Institute on November 6th. At the end
of the year, they can look forward to the 8th grade
Dinner Dance and their last, surprise 8th grade trip.
This year, the 8th grade team has a number of
fundraisers planned to support their school trips
such as The Fall Craft & Vendor Fair which will take
place on November 2, 2019. If you or someone you
know would be interested in securing a table please
contact Barbara Burke by email at
barbara.burke@gls.k12.de.us.
Are you curious to know what our Craft & Vendor
Fair is like? See last school year's April 2019
newsletter for information regarding Gateway Lab's
first ever Craft & Vendor Fair. Thanks so much for
supporting our 8th graders!

OTHER SCHOOL NEWS
by Gateway Community Members

The Gateway Gladiators in grades 6-8 met for their first Round Up on September 13, 2019. During this Round Up, the
students pledged for the first time together, the grade levels shouted to shine for most school spirit, the expectations of
the year were set for all students, and a dance break was held for them before being dismissed to class. Go Gladiators!

SPECIALISTS SPOTLIGHT

See what the specialists in our building have been up to this month.

NURSE'S CORNER
by Mrs. Tara Weaver

This is a new and exciting 2019-2020
Academic year! It is important that
student medical documents are
returned in a timely fashion to help
expedite school procedures. Please
return medical documentation as
soon as possible.
New Students
o Physical examination
o Annual TB
o All required immunizations
o Yellow Emergency Card
Returning Students
o Medical forms
o Yellow Emergency Cards
8th Grade Students
o TB assessment for 2019-2020
o Physical Exam for 2019-2020
Possible Additional Requirements:
o Action Plans
o Medication Forms
o Screening Referral Follow Up for
Vision, Hearing and Gait/Postural

WALK OF INSPIRATION

The Specialists Team

What does sidewalk chalk, try-outs, leaves, banners, and
expectations have in common? Well, they are some of the
many ways in which the specialist team has been
welcoming students back with open arms and creating
connections to last the entire school year.
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Thank you for all your help and for
allowing me to care for YOUR
children while they attend school. I
appreciate all your efforts in working
together to promote healthy habits
and educational needs. My door is
always open, so feel free to reach out
with any questions or concerns. The
best and fastest method of
communication is via email:
Tara.Weaver@gls.k12.de.us. 302-6334091 Ext. 222I will make every effort
to return phone calls by the end of
the school day.

CELEBRITIES WITH
DISABILITIES

POSTER CONTEST
by Ms. Stacey Johnson

Students played a game in which they
learned that some well-known
celebrities have extraordinary
capabilities and talents that
overshadow their disabilities.
Muhammad Ali
Famous Heavyweight Boxre
Dyslexia & Parkinson's Disease
Halle Berry
Famous Actress
Type 1 Diabetes & Hearing Loss
Nick Cannon
Actor, TV Host
Lupus/Autoimmune Disorder
Nick Jonas
Singer
Diabetes
Whoopi Goldberg
Actress, TV Host,
1 of 10 people to win
an Emmy, an Oscar, and a Tony Award
Dyslexia
Selena Gomez
Singer
Lupus/Autoimmune Disorder
Will Smith
Famous Actor
Dyslexia
Justin Timberlake
Singer
ADD & OCD
Emma Watson
Actress

ADHD

COMMON
DISABILITIES
Arthrities
ADD/ADHD
Alzheimer's
Asperger's Syndrome
Autism
Bipolar
Blindness
Cancer
Cerebral Palsy
Deafness
Depression
Down's Syndrome
Dyslexia
Epilepsy
Heart Disease
HIV
Multiple Sclerosis
Respiratory Illnesses
OCD
Stroke

In 2011, Governor Markell signed HB 123 which declared October a
month to recognize Disability History and Awareness in the State of
Delaware. In honor of that, this year, Gateway Lab students in grades
5th - 8th will participate in the poster contest taking place all over
Delaware. In preparation, students have been learning about various
societal limitations and stereotypes associated with them in an effort to
develop empathy for the topic. They have discovered that many living
with disabilities are accomplishing great things every day. Instead of
focusing on disabilities, we have also learned that people have different
abilities, and because of that, we need to honor all. We love the strong
messages coming from these enlightened students!

CHANGE

by Mrs. Emily Cathell

GLADIATORS GOT
TALENT
by Ms. Stacey Johnson

There's nothing like seeing a group
of young people organize and take
initiative on topics that are
important to them. And what could
be more important to them at an arts
integration school than making art
on the playground?
Our elementary students have taken
it upon themselves to put on their
own talent show during their recess
time! Not only do they have a sign
up sheet, but they also have lead
organizers, tickets, a judge, and
participants raring to go!

The seasons have changed and so has the GLS community. Summer
has come to an end and the GLS Specialists are helping our students
to embrace the change of seasons. A group of new and returning
students collected leaves out at recess with our Specialist team.
Together, they incorporated nature into an art project of shading the
leaves in unique colors. The project was a great opportunity for
students to meet each other and express their creative talents.
Simultaneously, students have been learning the Gladiator
Expectations. They created a banner to highlight the expectations
and ways that they can show their honor.
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SPECIALS UNITE!
by Ms. Stacey Johnson,Mr. Aubrey Everett,
and Mr. Trevor Watson

A MESSAGE FROM OUR
NEWEST SPECIALS TEAM
MEMBER
by Trevor Watson

The specials teachers have been starting the year off right in the
classroom with reviewing expectations, giving our students the
opportunity to try out for clubs, and building lasting relationships
with all GLS students. Like our page on Facebook to see a video of
our music teacher Mr. Everett conducting a drum club try-out.

Hi, I'm the new PE teacher at GLS. I
am a native of South Dakota. I moved
to Delaware early in August. I just
recently graduated from South
Dakota State University. I am
extremely excited for this
opportunity and can’t wait for a great
school year. My physical education
class will involve a variety of different
activities/games and will teach skills
involved with those activities, as well
as learning life skills such as
teamwork and sportsmanship. I look
to provide a safe and fun
environment for all students, as well
as promote physical activity inside
and outside of my classroom. I have
experience working with kids since
the age of 12 years old. I chose to
pursue physical education because I
love sports/physical activity and I
love making a positive impact on
someone else's life, so teaching
physical education was a perfect
career path for me. In my free time, I
like to play, coach, or watch sports,
watch movies, and play video games.
Can't wait for a great year hear at
Gateway Lab Charter School.

"Inspiration is Everywhere" may have been last year's theme, but it still applies today. Gateway students were welcomed
back to school with a series of inspirational quotes from our School Nurse, Tara Weaver. With some help from other
members of the GLS Specialists Staff, Nurse Weaver treated our students to a dose of inspiration and an artful start to
their morning. With any luck, our students will take that inspiration with them into their school day!
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During the final weeks before school, GLS Staff attended
Responsive Classroom workshops, sat in on lectures by staff
and distinguished community members like Career Coach,
Joyce Dungee Proctor, reviewed staff and school policies,
prepared classrooms and bulletin boards, and even solved
word problems together. Every activity was designed to create
an even better school and classroom experience for our
incoming class of Gladiators. Take a look at our video on our
Facebook page to see Gateway Lab's Staff prepare for a new
school year.

DATES TO REMEMBER
Sep 30 - No School
Oct 4 - No School for Students
Oct 11 - No School for Students/Interim Reports
Oct 14 - High School Night

IMPORTANT NOTIFICATIONS
Please review the Student Code of Conduct for policies
concerning the Student Dress Code and Cell Phone policies for
2019-2020.

THE DEAN'S LIST
by Mr. David Wainwright
Welcome Back Gladiator Families! Gateway Lab School has an
incredible year planned ahead for our students.
Your children and members of the Climate Team have already
discussed several key components to make them successful
students, and more importantly, excellent citizens:
CHANGE. Some faces, positions, roles and responsibilities have
changed at Gateway Lab School, but staff members are
dedicated and committed to provide your children with an
outstanding education.
GOLDEN RULE…treating others the way they would like to be
treated. We ask our gladiators to think before they speak and
act, to recognize and accept the consequences of their decisions
both good and bad, and to always try and make good,
responsible choices.
STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT. The Code of Conduct was
created to explain all student expectations so that every child
that walks through the doors of Gateway Lab School will have a
safe and rewarding educational experience. Please have your
Gladiator adhere to the dress code and cell phone policies at
Gateway.
We are looking forward to a wonderful, safe, and successful school
year. Let’s all do our part to make the 2019/2020 Gateway Lab
School Year the best ever! If you have any questions, comments
or concerns please don’t hesitate to contact me.

A NOTE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL:
by Principal Marlin White
As a community, we must realize and respect the uniqueness
of staff and families. As a community, we must realize and
respect the uniqueness of our students as they embark on
their educational journey. It is through this journey that they
discover and reach their full social and academic potential.

SUPPORTING OUR GLADIATORS
A special thank you goes out to those who support our
students. Thanks so much for your generosity!
Mrs. Nicole Draper raised $583 through her Facebook
birthday fundraiser.
Mr. George Loper donated $250.
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