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Teeter, Thompson sign athletic scholarships
from staff reports
Saint Joseph Catholic School seniors Bergen
Teeter and Nick Thompson will continue to play
sports on the community college and university
level.
Teeter will play volleyball next fall at Hannibal-LaGrange University in Hannibal, Mo., while
Thompson will play football at Holmes Community College.
Both student athletes, standout players during

Nick Thompson and Bergen Teeter
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eyes state
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their high school career, signed scholarship offers
on Wednesday, Feb. 1, known as National Signing Day.
“These two student athletes are great examples of the hard-working young men and
women who successfully juggle athletics and
academics,” said Coach Todd Lott, the Saint Joseph Catholic School athletic director and head
football coach.
“I know they will continue to do well on the
next level.
Teeter and Thompson signed scholarship of-

fers in front of fellow classmates, team members,
family and friends on the morning of Signing Day
during an assembly before school began.
Lott said he plans to hold a similar ceremony later this semester for athletes in winter and
spring sports.
Volleyball and football are just two of several
high-profile high school sports the school offers
every fall. This year’s volleyball and football
teams had great success, making it to the playoffs
but falling short of reaching the state championship.

After falling short of making the state finals last year
the Bruins have re-grouped and are ready this season to make a . . .

CHAMPIONSHIP RUN

from staff reports
The Bruin boys varsity basketball team
wraps up regular season play Friday night in a
road game against Puckett.
The Bruins defeated Puckett at home on Jan.
24 by a score of 60-47. The boys team had an
8-3 overall and 5-1 district record after last
week’s two-game home stand.
The boys team, which at
times has been overpowering
opponents this season, is expected to make the state playoffs. The date, time and location of the first round games
have not been set.
TYLER
O’HARA
The Bruins’ success this
year comes under first-year
Coach Tyler O’Hara, who
moved into the position after Nick Stamps resigned from the job last year. Stamps took his
team to the Elite Eight last year in the state
basketball tournament.
As the boys power toward the playoffs, the
girls team will spend postseason at home. The
girls, who also wrap up the regular season on
Friday at Puckett, had a 1-11 record after last
week’s two-game home stand.
Despite the record, many Bruin basketball
fans have been impressed with how hard the
girls have played and improved under the
guidance of first-year head coach Samuel
West.

Girls soccer
team falls in
South State
title game

opho ore Josh Baile catches a all d rin arsit ase all practice last
2017 season on Saturday, Feb. 24, at home against Louisville.
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The 2016 baseball team finished ust short of
making it to the state championship, losing to
Lloyd Star in the South State tournament,
The Bruins will dearly miss recent graduate Eric
he Saint Joseph baseball team has been
a staple of success since the early days of Diamond’s work on the mound and all the other
seniors who contributed to 2016’s success. The
legendary coach D.M. Howie.
Today’s era of Bruin baseball is thriving 2016 team had loads of talent and steadiness in the
field and in the batter’s box.
and even giving Coach Howie’s squad a run for
While they lost, baseball coach Gerard McCall
their money.
said that “experience is key and knowing how to
In fact, this year’s team is looking more talented
than ever, despite losing five strong seniors. Players handle yourself in those big games is essential.”
The Bruins are led by Coach McCall, who has
began practicing officially on Jan. 3o, which means
the “Road to Trustmark” has already begun.
See BASEBALL Page 11

Analysis by Jack Ingebretsen
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from staff reports
The Bruin boys and girls varsity soccer
teams ended their season with both advancing in the 2A playoffs.
The girls won their first-round match-up
of the playoffs in impressive fashion, defeating Franklin County 6-0. The boys also beat
Franklin County with the score to their game
2-1.
For the boys, their next match-up was at
home against Saint Patrick. They were defeated by a score of 2-0, ending their season.
Following that game, the Lady Bruins took
on Our Lady Academy and won by a score of
1-1 in penalty kicks. Freshman Sydney Shoemaker shot the winning penalty kick.
The following week, they traveled to Sacred Heart in Hattiesburg, where they suffered a heartbreaking defeat, losing 3-1.
However, spirits are high for next year as
the girls will return everyone but senior Pera
Massey.

McCall: An unlikely path to coaching baseball

I

t was over.
Gerard McCall never
thought the day would
come. But it did. After one
year with the Arizona White Sox
minor league baseball team, the
organization cut him.
JOE
McCall sat alone on the edge
PEARSON
of a bed in a roadside motel in
sports editor
Scottsdale, Ariz. A bag with his
catcher’s mask, catcher’s mitt
and a year of memories leaned against the wall.
And he cried.
“I thought I had a second chance,” McCall
remembered. “I absolutely did everything I could
possibly do from sun-up to sun-down.”
That was 2000. Today in 2017, McCall, now

37, is the head varsity baseball coach for the Saint
Joseph Bruins. He no longer stoops behind the
batter every game. He no longer stands in the
batter’s box, bat in hand.
Instead, he coaches a talented high school
team that just missed playing for the state
championship in 2016, a team that this year
should be just as strong if not better than the year
before.
And while McCall is proud to be in his third
year as head coach, the road to Saint Joseph was
not entirely smooth.
YOUTH DREAMS
McCall’s story began in the early 1990s
when he played in the recreational league in his

hometown of Meridian. He was always talented,
and would play with children – often his cousins
– who were older than he was,
Growing up, sports was everything. The
competition motivated him. McCall excelled
in baseball, basketball and football. He was so
talented that he started on the Meridian High
School varsity baseball team as an eighth grader.
And as he found success, word of his talent
quickly reached major league scouts. When
McCall graduated in 1998, the Chicago White
Sox drafted him out of high school in the 13th
round. The team then sent the 18-year-old 1,000
miles away from his family to play for the
Arizona White Sox.
See MCCALL Page 11

Jackson area private schools add excitement to Bruin football schedule
By CHARLIE LOTT
The Bear Facts
Saint Joseph Catholic School Athletic Director Todd Lott believes that
new opponents added to the 2017 football schedule could benefit the school
in multiple ways.
After the success of the 2016 football
season, all Catholic school opponents
dropped the Bruins from their schedule. Next year, the Bruins will not play
Natchez Cathedral, Saint Aloysius and
Saint Joseph Greenville.
The Bruins defeated Natchez, Saint
Al and Saint Joseph Greenville by two
or more scores last year.
The Bruins replaced the Catholic

schools with games against Jackson
Academy, Jackson Prep, Canton Academy and Tri-County Academy. Newton County is the season-opener.
“This new schedule gives us a
chance to play quality opponents while
also helping our school gain more recognition – not to mention the gate revenue we’ll be receiving since we’ll be
playing teams that are right next door,”
said Lott, who also is the head football
coach.
All of these new opponents made last
year’s playoffs, with Canton Academy
playing Tri-County for the 1A private
school state championship.
Many Bruin football players are
looking forward to playing against the

Jackson-area private schools because
they’ve competed against their players
in local youth leagues in baseball, basketball, soccer and, of course, football.
“Playing these opponents will help
the school in the long run while also
helping us improve as a team,” said
junior lineman Cameron Watson.
The Bruin’s season-opening game
against Newton County also will be
huge. It will be a re-match of the last
year’s first-round playoff game that
the Bruins won.
Now that Saint Joseph will play
new opponents, this will give the
school more opportunities to gain more
See FOOTBALL Page 11
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Quarterback Jack Garrard, holding the ball, avoids the rush in the 2016 Bruins
football game at Natchez Cathedral. The Bruins will not play Natchez this fall.
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BASEBALL, from page 12
been at Saint Joseph since 2015.
Success was instant as soon as
McCall and his staff entered the scene.
The key factor about Saint Joseph’s
baseball success is the fact that every
coach has played the game at the
collegiate or professional level. This
includes assistant coaches Justin Reed
and Marco e ore.
This is a major advantage because
all these coaches can give insight and
knowledge about which other schools
have no clue.
Baseball is an essential team game
and all the players must gel together
to win, but there are always a few
players who tow the load and come in
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clutch.
The game of baseball requires
steadiness and technique and that’s
exactly what seniors Michael Buck
and Cole Welch have displayed
constantly.
Buck has started since his
sophomore year. Buck has proven
to be a force in the infield, making
few errors. What’s almost more
impressive is that he averaged .397 at
the plate.
Although Welch doesn’t put up
an insane batting average, he has a
consistent on-base percentage which is
just as important.
Welch has thrived since starting as

a sophomore at catcher. That’s rare to
find because while most people see the
catcher position as boring, it basically
runs the infield.
This season is already looking
up as this year’s senior class is the
most talented in ages. Senior John
David Topik says that he is confident
that this year’s team will surpass all
expectations.
None of which would have been
possible without the legacy that was
left by last year’s seniors, which is
what Coach Gerard McCall stated time
and time again.
enior catcher Cole
baseball team.
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MCCALL, from page 12
His first year was a success. McCall
was the best-hitting catcher on his
team, batting .287. At the same time,
he was a young, impressionable
teenager far away from his family and
constantly facing the threat of being
cut at any moment.
“The worst part was you see a whole
lot of politics,” McCall said. “You see
guys getting moved up for no reason.
It’s like you do the best you can, and
you don’t get noticed.”
BEST SHAPE
McCall worked hard and was in the
best physical shape of his life. And
while nothing he did sent him to the
majors, he found strength in the one
person who had been there with him
since the beginning: his mother.
“Probably my biggest fan and my

biggest motivation was
my mom. She was the
most constant. And
she helped not just in
athletics, but also in
the classroom when I
was in school.”
GERARD
A year after he was
MCCALL
cut by the Arizona
White Sox, McCall
found a spot on the Jackson Senators
minor league team – which played at
Smith Wills Stadium and offered his
family and friends a chance to see
him play. By 2005, he had enough. He
retired from professional play.
“It got to the point where it wasn’t
what I looked forward to,” McCall said.
“I just didn’t see myself continuing on
the same path. I wanted to do some other
things in my life, like start a family. So, I
was just ready to move on.”

He turned to coaching and landed
a spot as an assistant with the Saint
Andrew’s Episcopal High School
varsity team, where he worked 20022014. When the baseball coaching
job opened at Saint Joseph, McCall
jumped on board.
And that’s when I first met him.
BRUIN EXPERIENCE
McCall had just taken over the
program and was hosting a baseball
camp at Saint Joseph in July 2013 for
fourth, fifth and sixth graders. An avid
baseball fan and player, I jumped at
the chance.
Even though the camp didn’t start
until 8 a.m., my dad dropped me off
early every day – giving me a chance
to talk with McCall before the start
of camp. The sun had just risen, the

Saint Joseph hunters
ready to stalk their prey
By AIDAN LIPOVETSKY
The Bear Facts
Hunting season has started,
and students at Saint Joseph
Catholic School are anxious
to get outdoors and take down
their favorite game.
Hunting season is already underway for many different types
of game. People will hunt for
recreational purposes, to keep
a species from over populating,
and most commonly for food.
People have been hunting
ever since the Paleolithic times,
but the practice has stuck around
and is now treasured as a tradition by many people.
“It’s fun to just go out and
shoot,” ninth grader Sydney
Shoemaker said. “But it’ll never be as fun as taking down a
buck.”
The buck of course must meet
the legal requirements. And as a
hunter, Shoemaker must carry
out all precautions.
The preferred animals to
hunt in Mississippi are deer and
ducks, as well as squirrels and
rabbit.
“I like to shoot a 20-gauge
shotgun because of the power
they have and the recoil is less
than a 12-gauge,” Shoemaker
said.

Although some prefer the
20-gauge, Connor McMullan,
also a freshman, uses both a
12-gauge shotgun and a crossbow to hunt.
“The 12-gauge offers a learning experience and is a lot of
fun,” McMullan said. “But the
crossbow
requires precision
and patience.”
Blake Miller, a ninth grader,
said hunting teaches him lessons
about life.
“Sometimes you’re not always going to get the perfect
buck, and sometimes you won’t
always get the perfect shot,” he
said. “But just like in life, you
have to keep trying,”
A good hunter knows how to
stay hidden from his or her prey,
and that’s exactly what McMullan does.
“I usually wear camou age
jackets, pants and boots,” he
said. “But I also have to wear
an orange vest or an orange
hat.” Bright orange clothing is
required so that other hunters
don’t accidentally mistake you
for an animal.
Hunting is also a mental
game. There are many different
ways to attract deer and other
game. You can attract deer with
corn and other foods while putting fake ducks in the water at-

tracts more ducks due to their
increase in comfort level.
There are also instruments
that make similar noises of the
animals.
“I’ve used these instruments
for over two years, and they
haven’t failed me yet,” McMullan said.
Instruments exist for almost
every type of game these avid
hunters at Saint Joseph hunt.
Deer stands, for example, give
hunters a better viewpoint
and helps them stay well hidden while keeping them out of
harms way.
“The stands are fun to go up
in at first, but when you’ve been
up there for over two hours it
can get really boring. That’s
when you have to try and make
it fun,” Shoemaker said.
Many students at Saint Joseph enjoy the sport of hunting.
It provides an opportunity to
relax in the wilderness and escape the stress of everyday life.
Plus, it’s always nice to come
home with a reward for your
patience.
“If you get a buck or the game
you’re going after, hunting is a
10-out-of-10 experience, and I
would recommend it to everyone,” McMullan said.

“

Probably my
biggest fan and my
biggest motivation was
my mom.”
– Gerard McCall,
Bruin baseball coach
aroma of freshly mown grass always
filled the air and McCall, in his deep,
rough, gravely voice, talked about
baseball.
The wisdom he shared about the
game I love struck me and caught
my attention. McCall knows how
to command your attention. He is
the kind of coach who gets the best
from players. He is the kind of coach

players will go an extra mile to please.
Andrew Sanli, a catcher on the
team, agreed: “He wants us to stay
motivated and keep the goal in sight
of what we’re trying to do: To win the
state championship.”
At Saint Joseph, McCall has led
the Bruins to two successful seasons
in a row, last year advancing to the
semifinals of the District 2A playoffs
and almost – almost – reaching the
state championship.
Now, McCall watches games from
the 3rd base coach position, urging
his players to success. Every now and
then, his thoughts return to his own
experiences with professional baseball.
And when he thinks back to that
fateful day when he sat on the bed in
Scottsdale, Ariz., he no longer cries.
Why? Without that experience, he
wouldn’t be where he is today.

FOOTBALL, from page 12
recognition statewide, especially if the Bruins are able to
knock off one of the former
state champs.
“This year, the team, along
with myself, is excited to trade
up to a new level of competition,” said junior wide receiver
Hayden Brice. “We all expect
nothing less than to win a state
championship ring. As long as
we have Coach Lott, I believe
we have a shot.”
Most fans this year classified
this past season as different
because the Bruins had instant
success. This one will be just
as foreign as the Bruins are
facing a whole new slate of opponents on their new football
schedule.
The fan base, the coaches and
the players say they are excited
for new schedule and can’t wait
for the season. Everyone will be
waiting to see what’s in store
next year for the Bruins.
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MISSISSIPPI’S AWARD-WINNING
HIGH SCHOOL NEWSCAST
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