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New Interior Designs Focus on STREAM Learning!

P

romising clear, timely, and transparent communication with District stakeholders,
Franklin Regional (FR) is pleased to debut this new e-newsletter. This e-publication
provides our community with updates on the Elementary Campus Project. FR will
share valuable information about the project’s progress. We will expand on the educational components associated with the design concepts and provide construction updates as
they become available. Our goal is to inform our community of the exciting and limitless learning
opportunities that await our students in these 21st Century educational facilities.
The renovation of Sloan Elementary officially began in the summer, just a few weeks before
school started. In late July, the District provided the first public glimpse of the interior design
renderings for the renovated K-2 primary building (currently Sloan Elementary School). The
sketches were on display at the groundbreaking ceremony for the project. Parents and students
who attended were excited to view the innovative learning areas planned for each building. The
interior design for the K-2 primary school derives from the District’s educational plans and vision.
The model supports STREAM (science, technology, research, engineering, arts, and mathematics) education and allows for the continuing evolution of educational delivery over the next two
decades.
The renovated interior supports educational advantages for students and teachers.
Highlights include STREAM classrooms, Student Innovation Centers, creative and performing
arts classrooms, a large group performing arts space, large classrooms, ample storage areas,
a comprehensive library/media center, and strategically located rooms to support students with
specialized learning needs.
The primary school also features Innovation Centers located throughout the building and
STREAM Classrooms. As a result of the new design, natural lighting is also infused throughout
the building.
The Elementary Campus design includes ample parking, separate bus and student drop off
areas, a natural barrier that provides privacy and protection from traffic for children on the playground, and outdoor learning spaces. Additionally, the location on the Sloan Campus will allow all
District students to engage in hands-on environmental science learning activities.
“FR’s primary school is optimally designed with the “child” in mind. The learning areas will
support the educational needs of ALL children for many generations to come,” said Dr. Gennaro
R. Piraino, Jr., Superintendent.
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Sloan Elementary
Transformation Begins!

T

he existing Sloan Elementary School
began its transformation in mid-August as
the renovation process got underway. The
school will evolve into a primary elementary
school housing grades K-2. Construction crews
began removing walls and ceiling tile in the
former 5th and 4th grade wing of the school. A
temporary wall was erected prior to the start of
the 2019-20 school year to safely separate the
construction area from students and teachers.

Groundbreaking for New Intermediate Building!

T

Pictured are (from left) School Directors Paul Scheinert,
Herb Yingling, Mark Kozlosky, Jane Tower, Dennis
Pavlik, Gregg Neavin, Debra Wohlin, and John Koury.
Missing from the photo is Dr. Larry Borland.

he Franklin Regional Board of
School Directors together with
parents, students, FR staff members, and administrators turned out to
celebrate and support a groundbreaking
ceremony for the new Intermediate
Elementary School, which will house
students in grades 3-5 when completed.
The gold shovel ceremony was conducted on July 31, 2019 before a crowd of
120 people. Superintendent Dr. Gennaro
R. Piraino and School Director Mr. John
Koury spoke briefly to the crowd about
the project and provided guests with a
virtual tour of the new building interior.

Heavy Equipment Arrives!

H

eavy equipment and construction trailers began arriving on the scene at the
new Intermediate Elementary School
construction site. Workers have also fenced
off all wetland areas to protect these spaces
while construction takes place on the land.

T

Bond Resoluton Approved By School Board

he Board of School Directors at the
August 19, 2019 voting meeting unanimously passed a resolution to approve
maximum parameters for the series of 2019
General Obligation Bonds that will provide
funds for the Elementary Campus Construction/Renovation Project. In consultation with
the District’s financing team, the District
decided to move ahead with the resolution
because of the current advantageous interest rate environment. The general obligation

bond structure, including actual principal and
interest amounts, will be finalized later this
fall when the bonds are priced and settle.
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