James H. Cox Elementary School

Student & Parent
Handbook
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2019-20 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR:
August 20:
August 27:
September 2:

Returning Registration Date 8-12pm E Building

February 7:
February 10:

Mid Trimester – 2nd Trimester
Lincoln’s Birthday (no school)

Labor Day (schools closed)

February 17:

President’s & Lincoln Holidays

Feb 19-21:

Spring Parent Conference Days
(all modified days for students)
Kindergarten Roundup E7 1:30pm.

School Offices open to the public

September 4:
First day of school for students
September 9-13: Zero Tolerance & Bullying/Expectations
Meetings-Students & Dr. Ham
September 12:
Back to School Night: K-5/8 elementary
Schools: Cox 5:30pm Patio
October 4:
October 22:
October 21-25:

Student Council Fall Elections-8:35am
Fall Pictures in E7
Cox PTA Red Ribbon

October 18:
October 26:

Mid Trimester- 1st Trimester

February 27:
March 2-6:
February 24-28:

Cox PTA Spring Book Fair
5th Grade Science Camp Week
(return Feb. 28 @ 12:00pm)

March 5:
March 5:

Cox PTA Multicultural Celebration Day
“Balance Literacy” Reading Family Night
5:00pm/COX PTA sponsored Food Truck

March 6:
March 20:

Student Council Spring Elections-8:35am
End of 2nd Trimester

October 31:

(Saturday 5pm to 8pm)
Fall Parent Conference Days
(Modified days: student release 12:44pm)
Cox PTA “Annual Character Parade” 8:35am

April 9:

OPEN HOUSE 5:30pm Patio

November 8:

Staff Development (Non-student day)

April 13-17:
April 30:

Spring Recess
Cox PTA Sponsored - Jog A Thon

May 4:

CAASPP Assessment Window Begins
(Grades 3-5: Quiet Campus…June 12th)
Cox PTA Sponsored RAH
(Free Book Give-Away Day #2)
Mid Trimester – 3rd trimester

Oct.28-Nov.1

COX PTA Fall Family Fun Night & Petting Zoo

Veterans’ Day (schools closed)
CGI Math/PTA sponsored Food Truck
(Thursday, 5pm to 6:15pm)
November 18-22 Cox PTA Fall Book Fair
November 25-29: Thanksgiving Recess (5 days)
November 11:
November 14:

May 8:
May 8:

December 6:
December 9-13:
Dec. 23-Jan. 3:

End of 1st Trimester
Cox PTA Sponsored Candy Cane Lane
Winter Recess
(students return Monday, January 6, 2019)

January 17:
January 20:
January 27:

Cox PTA Sponsored: Read at Home
(Free Book Give-Away Day 1)
Martin Luther King Holiday
Staff Development Day (non-student day)

May 21:
May 25:
May 26:
June 15:
June 16-18:
June 18:

Cox PTA Sponsored Lunch on the Lawn
Memorial Day Holiday
Modified Day FVEA-12:44pm Release
Cox PTA Sponsored-RAH Medal Awards
Modified Days
Last day of school for students
End of 3rd Trimester

June 24:

School Offices close for the summer

Every Thursday school is in session is a modified day plus those listed above.
No instructional minutes are lost to students because of modified days.
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Message from the Principal………………………………………..…………………

Dr. Patrick Ham

Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year at James H. Cox Elementary School! The Cox staff is dedicated to working
together in a respectful inclusive environment to ensure ALL students achieve academic excellence. We firmly
believe that through collaborative teamwork, we can continually create an exceptional educational experience for our
students here at Cox Elementary. We based our instruction and decision making on our following CORE VALUES:






Commitment to our students, colleagues & community
Continuous learning
Collaborative practice
Consistency in our practice
Comprehensive coverage of skills & standards

NEW for 2019-2020:



During the 2019-2020 school year, Cox will undergo construction to install air conditioning
and modernization including new Microphone Sound Systems and 75’ View Sonic Touch
Screens in every classroom. Cox will remain open during the construction process.
Consistency in our instructional programs from one grade level to the next plays a critical role
in maximizing our students learning.
Our instructional theme for 2019-2020 is:
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“Investigating common assessment data in Balance Literacy, Thinking Maps
Writing, and CGI Mathematics to support ALL STUDENTS.”

 Please welcome our new COX PTA Executive Board:
On June 5th, 67 parents, teachers, and district staff voted to create the PTA for the 2019-2020 school year. This was a
record number of people in attendance to vote in a new PTA, which shows the commitment and dedication to our students
by the Cox community. The PTA is a wonderful partnership to be a part of that offers support, training, guidance, and a very
positive environment focused on the students of our school. Cox PTA sponsors events around family fun while fundraising
to sponsor field trips, educational assemblies, music, technology, classroom enrichment materials.
Cox PTA
I would like to introduce your new 2019-2020 PTA Board:
-President, Elizabeth Hindman
Elizabeth Hindman: President
 2 children at Cox
 I like to run (because I love to eat), sew Halloween costumes, read, go to the beach & camp.
 I am looking forward to help bring the Cox Community together for the students to have the best learning
environment.
Brent Cooper: Vice President of Membership
 2 children at Cox
 I like to go to the movies with my family and coach my girls at soccer.
 I am on the board because of a quote that I read. "If our hopes of building a better and safer world are to become
more than wishful thinking, we will need the engagement of volunteers more than ever.” — Kofi Annan
Erika Solorzano: Vice President of Programs
 1 child at Cox
 I love to spending time with my family, camping with family and friends, I love to travel and I love asian food.
 I joined Cox PTA to help our school community (students) in making beautiful memories. I look forward to working
with the new PTA Board and continuing with current Cox / Community events and adding new ones.
Chelsea Sievers: Treasurer
 2 children, 1 at Cox
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I think first and foremost our family loves everything and anything Disney. When not at school or work you will
usually find us at Disneyland or even DisneyWorld. We love family adventures, travel and fun! My second passion
would be graphic design as that’s my actual career and I love making ideas come to life.
 I chose to be on the board this year to help make a positive change in our school community. I am looking forward to
creating a cohesive community that works together in an uplifting and supportive manner to make a difference in the
lives of our students and families. I am also looking forward to creating some fun and exciting activities for our Cox
community.
Anne Rogers: Secretary
 2 daughters at Cox
 I enjoy watching movies with my family, drinking coffee and reading books, singing in my car, and dancing in the
kitchen (to “Ice Ice Baby” by Vanilla Ice of course!)
 I am looking forward to being on the board to help transition the school from a PTO to a PTA next year.
Stacey Joiner: Historian
 Has 1 son at Cox
 I attended Cox from kindergarten through 6th grade. A few years ago when I enrolled Levi in kindergarten at Cox I
noticed how so much hadn’t changed! The cabinets, drawers, chairs and so much more were here when I was a
student - years ago! I love spending time with my family, traveling (cruising), photography and baking.
 I enjoyed being on the PTO board this year and I am excited to return this year on the PTA board. I enjoyed
attending the fun events for the students and their families and meeting so many new friends. I look forward to
making more memories this coming year.
Stephanie Marcos: Parlimentarian
 3 kids at Cox
 I love reading and hanging out with my family
 I’m looking forward to having a great year full of positivity and fun for all of our kids and families.
Jill Richards: Primary Teacher Representative
 30+ kids every year at Cox. I have 2 boys at home.
 I like to hang out with my family, sing, and work out.
 I am looking forward to working on the PTA to continue to make our school a great place.
Niki Buck: Upper Grade Teacher Representative
 30+ kids every year at Cox
 I enjoy teaching, eating, dancing, and creating
 I am looking forward to working with parents and the community to provide our students with the best elementary
education!
Dr. Patrick Ham: Principal
 4 little Hamsters at home ages 12-9
 I truly enjoy observing firsthand our 750 Cox Eagles grow and develop academically, socially, and emotionally year
after year. I enjoy spending time with my family and cheering on our local sports teams...Lakers, Dodgers, everything
UCLA Bruins!!!
 Looking forward to seeing the smiles in our students’ faces during the PTA sponsored activities.
The board would like your opinion! Watch out for an email this summer with an anonymous survey that will help guide us in
planning next year. It will include questions regarding communication, social media, activities, and events.
Individually, and as a board, we are very excited for the 2019-2020 school year. We hope that you all enjoy your summer,
family, friends, and any activities that you have planned! We look forward to seeing all the bright fresh faces back at Cox
Elementary in September.
Have a great summer!
Elizabeth Hindman
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Our dedicated teachers use the new California State Standards to drive instruction. The vast majority of our second
through fifth grade students demonstrated proficient and advanced levels on the previous STAR California Standards
Tests. James H. Cox API score of 914 demonstrated a growth of over 100 points from the turn of the century. As
we enter into the new California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress-CAASPP, Cox staff will show
greater emphasis on Collaborative Learning opportunities emphasizing critical thinking and reasoning as well as
student explanation utilizing multiple strategies and comprehensive reasoning. It is our belief that our signature
practices and instructional philosophies-CGI Math, Differentiated, Small Group Instruction aligned with the
components of Balanced Literacy, and Thinking Maps: Write from the Beginning & Beyond- align with the new
standards and accountability measures, which will optimize our student learning and outcomes. We recognize that
without the help and support of our parents and the community we cannot make our vision of excellence a reality.
The pages of this newsletter contain important information about Cox School. We look forward to a shared
partnership in this most important endeavor. Thank you in advance for your support as we continue Cox Elementary
School’s 50 years of academic excellence.
READING AT HOME & MobyMax
All Cox students participate in the Reading at Home (RAH)
program. This reading incentive program rewards children who
read for at least 20 minutes every day (a book or logging on to
www.mobymax.com). On a monthly basis, Super Reader Pencils
or Student Created Bookmarks are awarded to children who
return their monthly reading contracts with a signature from a
parent/guardian. In January and May, students who have
returned their contracts for three months receive a free book of
their choice. In June, students who have read and completed all
contracts receive special RAH Certificate/medal. We appreciate
the support of our Cox PTA who provides all of the rewards.
Students who read each day or get read to at home show greater
language and brain development. Please review the chart below.

ATTENDANCE
The average attendance rate at Cox is 97.1%, which
exceeds district and country averages. To support
punctuality, we have scheduled early student
supervision (7:45am) in the patio area. The goal is for
all students to exceed the 97% attendance rate-less
than 5 absences for the year. If your child is absent,
please e-mail Cox at CoxOffice@fvsd.us. If you are
unable to email you may call the office
(714.378.4241) or send a note with your child upon
his/her return.
Please include the following
information:
 Student’s name,
 Teacher’s name,
 Date of absence and reason for the absence, and
 Parent guardian signature, relationship to the
child, and current date.

6

DISTRICT OFFICE PHONE NUMBERS
District Office ............................................. 714.843.3200
Superintendent ............................................ 714.843.3255
Business Services........................................ 714.843.3250
Curriculum/Instruction................................ 714.843.3286

Personnel ...................................................... 714.843.3225
Support Services/Special Ed ........................ 714.843.3273
Instruction/Technology ................................ 714.843.3269
GATE/ELAP ................................................ 714.843.3297

COX ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ......................................................................................714.378.4241
FOUNTAIN VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT (FVSD) POLICIES
CHILDCARE--EXTENDED SCHOOL PROGRAM (ESP) & CDC PRESCHOOL
A high quality on-site childcare program is available at Cox Elementary School. Children may be enrolled parttime or full-time, before and/or after school. Hours of operation are 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Enrollment is based
on availability. For more information call the Childcare Program office at 714.962.4099.

COMMUNICATION WITH PARENTS REGARDING
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
Cox staff members proactively communicate with parents throughout the
year regarding academic progress. We look forward to a shared partnership
in the education of our students. Two-way communication is welcome and
encouraged. Parents/guardians are urged to contact us if they have questions
or concerns about their child(ren)’s progress.
Report Cards
Report cards are distributed three time a year, during the:
 13th week of school for the 1st trimester,
 25th week of school for the 2nd trimester, and
 36th week of school for the 3rd trimester.
Progress Reports
Progress reports are sent home twice a year to inform parents/guardians if
their child(ren) demonstrate struggles or there has been a significant drop in
achievement. Distribution occurs during the:
 18th week of school and
 31st week of school.
Parent Conferences
Parent conferences are held twice a year. Please view the calendar.

LUNCH/FOOD SERVICES
Please visit the district food
services website for menus,
wellness policy, and payment
options.
You can access the
website by visiting our schoolloop
website and clicking “menu”.
When a child forgets his/her lunch:
 The child may call home to
have someone at home
bring one to the office for
him/her. (The office will
notify the teacher and
child.) or
 The office will issue an
IOU for a hot lunch. The
child is expected to bring
the money to the office the
following day.

DISTRICT STANDARDIZED TESTS DATES
CAASPP (Computer Based) Assessment Window, grades 3-5) ……………
Mid May to first week of June
FVSD Assessments: Fountas & Pinnell, Writing, and CGI Math Benchmarks…………………Varies by Grade

PARENTS ON CAMPUS
Visitors are always welcome at Cox. For safety reasons, visitors are to sign in at the office
and wear a Raptor system badge. All adults on campus are required to wear either an
employee badge or a raptor volunteer badge. To promote safety, we ask all identified adults
to request any unidentified adults without identification badges to head to the front office.
Primary pickup needs to be at the designated pick up area. Parents are asked to avoid cutting
across the campus during instructional hours. Please enter to the front of the school by the
front office.
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If you wish to meet with your child(ren)’s teacher, please call or stop by the office to schedule an appointment.
On-going communication between the home and school is welcome and strongly encouraged.
Help keep Cox students safe. Remind your child that the front of the school after student release (12:45pm
on Thursdays, 2:00pm Primary, 2:40pm Upper) is not a play area. Students chasing or playing with balls at
the front of the school facing Los Jardines East will receive warning followed by recorded citations by the Cox
staff.
Volunteers play a key role in the education of our students here at Cox School. Opportunities include involvement
in the PTO, serving as a room parent, attending field trips, assisting in classrooms, completing tasks at home, and
much more. However, before anyone is able to volunteer, evidence of a negative tuberculosis test must be
presented to the office staff. Please contact the office for additional information. We look forward to your active
involvement in our Cox School community.

IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS
Polio ............................................................ 4 doses at any age, but

Chicken Pox (Varicella) ………..Kindergarten……………….1 dose

3 doses meet requirement for ages 4-6 if at least one was given
on or after 4th birthday; 3 doses meet requirement for ages 7-17
years if at least one was given on or after the 2nd birthday.

Diphtheria, Tetanus, & Pertussis
(6 or under) .............................................. 5 doses but
4 doses meet requirements for ages 4-6 if at least one was on or
after the 4th birthday.
(7 or older) .............. 4 doses at any age, but…3 doses meets
requirement for ages 7-17 years if at least one was on or after the
2nd birthday. If last dose was given before 2nd birthday, one more
(Td) dose is required.
7th Grade booster………1 dose NOT required but recommended
if more than 5 years have passed since last DTP, DTaP, DT or Td
dose.

Out of State entrants (Grades 1-12): 1 dose for children under 13
years. 2 doses needed if immunized on or after 13th birthday.
Physician documentation of disease history or immunity meets the
requirement.

Measles, Mumps, Rubella (MMR)
Kindergarten ................. 2 doses, both on or after 1st birthday
7th grade ........................ 2 doses, both on or after 1st birthday
Gr. 1-6 and 8-12 ....... 1 dose, must be on or after 1st birthday

Hepatitis B
Kindergarten .............................................................. 3 doses
7th grade .................................................................3 doses**
**Two doses of the 2-dose formulation given at age 11-15
years along with provider documentation that the 2-dose
formulation was used for both doses will also fulfill this
requirement.

Medication Procedures:
Medical treatment is the responsibility of the parent(s)/guardian(s) and family physician. Medications, both
prescription and over the counter, are rarely given at school; the only exceptions involve serious problems
where it is deemed necessary by the physician that medication be given during school hours. Parents are urged,
with the help of the doctor, to work out a schedule of giving medication at home. CA Ed Code, Section
49423 allows school personnel to assist in carrying out a physician’s recommendations.
If medication, prescription and over the counter, is to be administered at school, all of the following
conditions must be met: 1) a written statement signed by the physician specifying the condition for which the
medication is to be given, the name, dosage, time, route, and specific instructions for emergency treatment must
be on file at school, 2) a signed request from the parent/guardian must be on file at school, 3) medication must be
delivered to the school by the parent/guardian or other responsible adult (do not send any medication to school
with your child), 4) medication must be in your child’s original, labeled pharmacy container or original store
container, 5) all liquid medication must be accompanied by an appropriate measuring device, and 6) a separate
form is required for each medication. If medication is required, request the FVSD Parent and Physician Request
for Medication form from the school office.

INTERNET POLICY
The District’s Acceptable Use Policy requires a signature from every student and the student’s parent/guardian
when using electronic and on-line resources (computers, networks, and the Internet).
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ELECTRONIC SIGNALING DEVICES including but not limited to phones/phone watches
Students may possess or use electronic signaling devices, including but not limited to cellular/digital telephones
and watches provided that such devices does not disrupt instruction or any school activity and aren’t used for
illegal or unethical activities. Electronic signaling devices shall be turned off at all times during the entire school
day and at any other time so directed by a school employee. If disruption or use occurs in or outside the classroom
during school hours, the employee will confiscate the device until the end of the school day or activity for parents
to pick up from the front office/administrator. Grade and classroom discretion fully supported to promote and
enhance instructional practice and routines regarding this policy.

DRESS CODE
It is expected that all students maintain a neat and orderly appearance. The purpose of the FVSD Dress Code is
to ensure students are safe, prepared to fully participate in school activities, and to encourage students to dress for
success and learning. We appreciate your support. Below is a summary of some of the key points:
 Clothing, make-up, jewelry, or hairstyles that are unsafe or disruptive to the orderly operation of the school
is inappropriate for school. Hair must be a natural color; unnatural hair coloring can accompany spirit days
or other special events-speak to your classroom teacher for guidance. Clothing/apparel containing symbols,
pictures and/or slogans oriented toward degrading culture, race, gender, religion, or ethnic values, or
glorifying sex, drugs, alcohol, tobacco, weapons, violence, anti-social subcultures, or inappropriate social
behavior is unacceptable.
 All straps must be wide enough to cover undergarments
 The midsection of the body must be covered at all times. NO bare midriffs.
 Examples of unacceptable upper garments include: brief garments, such as jogging, halter, crop, tube, or sheer
tops, spaghetti straps, bandos, plunging necklines, cut-up clothing, bathing suits, and strapless or backless
garments.
 Pants/Shorts/Shirts/Belts: Pants and shorts must fit snugly around the waist. Sagging pants or shorts showing
undergarments are unacceptable.
 Belts may be worn but need to be completely tucked into loops at all times.
 Shirts must be no shorter than 5 inches above the knee.
 Shorts must have at least a 3” inseam.
 Examples of unacceptable lower garments include: chains, initials, or hanging belts of any kind, cut-up
garments, ultra minishirts/shorts, jogging/dance shorts, exercise tights, swim suits, low o ultra-waist bottoms.
 Hats are allowed at school for sun protection outdoors only. Examples of sun protection hats include caps
and visors with no logos but do not include beanies or hoods.
 Earrings, plugs, tunnels, tapers, jewelry, accessories, and wallet chains, which present a safety hazard are not
permitted.
 Sunglasses may only be worn if prescribed by a doctor.
 Closed toe shoes must be worn at all times. For safety, soles should not exceed one inch in height with heels
no higher than 1 1/2 inches. Flip flops and slippers are not permitted. All footwear must be appropriate and
safe for school activities. The Board Policy is available upon request.

Student Release & Front of the School:
After primary and upper release, help supervise your child by the front of the Front Office/B Building
area. The designated area is NOT a play area. It is an unsafe play area and afterschool classes as well
as important meetings take place in the B core classrooms. We ask that parents supervise their children
and help control the noise level. The community park is a great option for students to play afterschool.
Citations will be issued for noncompliance.
BICYCLES, SKATEBOARDS, ROLLERBLADES, & SCOOTERS
Beginning in third grade, students in the Fountain Valley School District may ride bikes to and from school.
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The Board of Trustees requires students who ride bicycles to consistently wear helmets, observe safety laws and
rules, and display courtesy toward other riders and pedestrians. Students are encouraged to use bicycle locks.
The district is not responsible for bicycles which are lost, stolen, or damaged. In an effort to prevent injury to
people and property, the Board of Trustees prohibits the use of skateboards, rollerblades, and scooters on
District property. Skateboards, rollerblades/rollerskates, and scooters are likewise not to be used as a mode of
transportation to and from school.

Bullying
Bullying is a serious offense and a significant public health concern. Based on our District Board
Policy as well as California Department of Education guidelines, key components for parents to look
for are:




Intimation/Fear of specific bully (Can your child provide specific names with multiple detailed incidents?)
Repeated/Targeted towards a specific student (Are the actions targeted towards your child vs. a student who is
struggling with multiple students)
Imbalance of power (intellectual, age, or group imbalance)

There has been much media attention to bullying & cyberbullying in recent years, but statistics based on
researcher in the field tends to support a trend that bullying is showing improvements, especially in the areas of
school climate (school level covariates). It is very important that parents along with the student together seek
support from a Cox staff if the above conditions for bullying are taking place.

ZERO TOLERANCE
It is the policy of the Board of Trustees to provide a safe environment for FVSD students and staff by removing
students whose presence causes a continuing danger to other students or disruption to the education process.
Any student in possession of a weapon, a dangerous object, or found selling or distributing an illegal substance
will be brought before the District’s Administrative Hearing Panel. Based upon the facts of the incident, the
Administrative Hearing Panel may recommend expulsion from the District. The Board Policy is available upon
request.
Safety of all students is our number one priority.

ENGLISH LEARNERS & ENGLISH LANGUAGE ACQUISITION PROGRAM (ELAP)
All schools in the FVSD offer programs for English learners. Students at the Beginning through Early
Intermediate levels participate in 30 minutes of English Language Development each day that is instructed by the
classroom teacher. While instruction and textbooks are in English, primary language support is provided by
paraprofessionals at Cox School. Intermediate through Advanced English learners participate in a mainstream
classroom program that emphasizes reading and writing in English. Qualified teachers are specially trained and
state certified in appropriate and effective teaching strategies. ELAP is designed to help Beginning through
Advanced English learners in fourth grade and above develop English fluency and grade level proficiency in
reading and writing in the core curriculum. Students are tested annually to measure growth towards English
proficiency.

PROMOTION/RETENTION (Board Policy 5123)
A student shall be recommended for retention if grade level standards are not met on any of the district’s multiple
measures for math and reading. These measures include the California Standards Test for math and reading,
Fountain Valley School District Benchmark tests in reading, math, and writing, and grades in math and
English/language arts.
A student shall be considered “at risk of retention” based on performance levels on all of the above criteria.
Students recommended for retention or identified for being at risk for retention shall be provided the opportunity
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for remedial instruction to assist the student in overcoming his/her academic deficiencies. If identified as being
at risk of retention, the parent shall be notified: at the fall conference, on the report card at the end of the first
trimester, on the second trimester progress report, and at the spring conference. Decisions about retention of
Special Ed students will be based on the criteria of the IEPs and their performance level. Decisions about retention
of English learners will be based on their progress towards acquisition of English.

GIFTED AND TALENTED EDUCATION PROGRAM (GATE) 4th & 5th Grade
Identified students in grades 3-8 can qualify in the high achievement, intellectual, or specific academic subject
area categories. GATE identified students are provided the State-approved academic core content by using the
instructional methodology of differentiated instruction. The model of differentiated instruction requires teachers
to be flexible in their approach to teaching and adjust the curriculum and presentation of information to learners.
Classroom teaching is a blend of whole-class, group and individual instruction. Differentiation of the core content
is provided by using depth and complexity of subject matter to develop each student’s ability to generate new
ideas, create novel products, and solve problems. Classroom teachers provide a learning environment that
promotes responsibility, ethical behavior, sensitivity of others, and positive self-concept. At the elementary
schools, GATE students are clustered in classrooms by grade level with a designated GATE certified teacher who
meets local GATE competencies. All middle schools use core groupings in core subject areas such as English–
language Arts, Mathematics and/or Science or Social Studies for one or more periods with designated certified
GATE teachers who meet local competencies. Nominated students are assessed in January of the current
year. Parents are notified in April of admission to the GATE Program for the following school year.

Health & Wellness Policy
In June 2006 the FVSD Board of Trustees adopted a policy that supports California’s guidelines for student health
and wellness in our schools. While a full copy of the Board Policy is available for you in the Cox office, below
is a list of the key points. Please help us to make Cox School the healthiest environment possible by observing
the following guidelines:
 Classrooms are limited to one party per month. This means that each month all birthdays are celebrated
on one joint day, arranged at the classroom teacher’s discretion, and not on an individual student’s
birthday.
 Each party may include no more than one food or beverage that does not meet the district nutritional
guidelines (35/10/35) listed below. Parents are strongly encouraged to bring non-food items for
classroom treats. An individual treat could be a small token such as a pencil or eraser while a
“classroom gift” might be a donation of your child’s favorite book.
35/10/35 Guidelines:
*A food shall not have more than:
35% of its total calories from fat (excluding nuts, seeds, eggs, and cheese).
10% of its total calories from saturated fat and trans fat combined (excluding eggs and
cheese).
35% of its total weight composed of sugar, including naturally occurring and added sugar
(excluding fruits and vegetables).
*The only elementary school beverages that shall be permitted are: water with no added sweeteners,
milk, fruit juice (preferably 100%, but at least 50% with no added sweeteners), or vegetable juice (at least
50% with no
added sweeteners).
Teachers have been encouraged to minimize the use of food (candy) as a reward. We are committed to helping
our students develop habits as children that will contribute to optimal health. Your support in this endeavor is
greatly appreciated. Together we can help our children to have bright futures.
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JAMES H. COX ELEMENTARY SCHOOL INFORMATION & POLICIES
2019-2020 BELL SCHEDULE
Grade Level
K-2
3-5

Regular Day
Lunch
11:30—12:10
12:05—12:45

Start
8:15
8:15

Dismissal
2:00
2:40

Modified Day
Start
Dismissal
8:15
12:42
8:15
12:44

MORNING DROP OFF GUIDELINES
 All vehicles are to enter the drop off curb along the North Parking Lot.
 All pedestrians are to walk around the sidewalk and avoid “exit/entry” points of vehicles.
AFTERNOON PICK UP GUIDELINES
 All pedestrians during are asked to stay on the sidewalk. Avoid cutting across the parking lot and vehicle
paths in the parking lot.
 Park your car, get out, and meet your child. Avoid parking in the RED ZONE.
 Children are not to be picked up while the vehicle is on the streets or at a temporary stop on the road.
 Primary grade levels (K-2), parents are asked to walk up to the classes by the front office cones to pick up
student from the homeroom teacher.
 For late pickups (10-15 minutes after release bell), show your identification and sign out your child at the
front office. Only individuals on the Emergency Contact List can sign out students for late pickups.
BE MINDFUL OF OUR NEIGHBORS. AVOID blocking or using their driveway.
MOST IMPORTANTLY: Arrive early for drop off and pick up especially during the upcoming construction months.

Awards and Incentives Programs at Cox





Individual Classroom incentives/Caught Doing the Right Thing/Golden Tickets are distributed to recognize positive
behaviors during Thursday Morning Whole School Patio time.
Each month students from each classroom are recognized during a Thursday Morning awards assembly for
citizenship, effort, and achievement-“Student of the Month.”
Honor Roll & Principal’s List in 4th and 5th.
Students exhibiting excellence in writing or effort in writing will be highlighted in our “Eagle’s Nest” issue and have
a lunch time reading session with Dr. Ham and peers.

SPECIAL COX SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
FIBO Art & 5th Robotics
Thursday Mornings

CGI Math Family Night-PTA
and Mathnasium

Multi-Cultural Fashion Show
Jog-a-Thon

Student Council Elections
Safety Patrol

Go Noodle/Dance Day
Fall Family Fun Night

Authorfest
Lunch on the Lawn
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Balanced Literacy Reading Family
Night
Back to School & Open House
Anti-Bully Assembly
Fall & Spring PTA Sponsored Book
Fairs
Vocal, Band, Instrumental Music
Science Astronomy Night

Campus Behavior












STUDENTS ARE TO WALK AND BE MINDFUL OF THE NOISE LEVEL IN ALL CORE,
CLASSROOM HALLWAYS & RESTROOM AREAS.
Students are to “KEEP HANDS AND FEET TO THEMSELVES.”
Students are not to be on campus before 7:45 a.m., as the school gates do not open until that
time.
Walk on walkways/sidewalks at all times. No shortcuts across the grass, planters, or wood
chips.
No throwing of rocks, sticks and/or other harmful objects at any time.
Stop playing immediately when the end of recess bell rings and walk to the line-up area. Enter
the classroom quietly.
No chasing in and out of, or “hanging out” in the restrooms.
Children may not enter the classroom, library, computer lab, or hallways during recess or lunch
unless accompanied by a teacher.
No sitting on drinking fountain structures.
Inappropriate language will not be tolerated.
No bicycles, skateboards, roller blades, razors, or shoes with wheels (“wheelies”) on school
grounds at any time.

Office Trips





Except in emergencies, children are to have an “office pass,” a note from the
teacher/supervisor or call from the radio giving them permission to enter the office.
Children who need help at recess time should ask the teacher on duty for permission to go to
the office.
The office phone is for emergency calls only.
Office etiquette: Please use quiet voices in the office. Do not interrupt the office staff when
they are on the phone, speaking to another adult/student, or busy typing on the computer. Wait
your turn, as they will assist you once they are ready.

RESTROOMS




Use for intended purpose only
No hanging out in restrooms
Help keep our restrooms clean. Do not throw trash or wet toilet paper on the ground or walls.
Making a mess in the restroom is no different than vandalism. Vandalism of school property is
cause for an immediate office referral and/or suspension from school.

Lunch Time



All students will be expected to follow the procedures arranged for securing school lunches
and/or milk. They must preorder lunches at the beginning of school each day.
Walk to the lunch line with your accompanying teacher or staff member.
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During the lunch period, students are to eat quietly at their assigned tables.
No unnecessary or excessive noise.
If bringing sack lunches, students are to eat their own. Food trading is not allowed.
Students are to place their trash in trashcans before leaving the lunch area.
Do not throw food or other items!
Children should spend a reasonable length of time (~15 min.) eating their lunches and are to
remain at lunch tables until the noon supervisor dismisses them.
If a student needs to leave the lunch table before the regular dismissal time, they are to get
permission from the supervisor.
No snacks or food are to be taken to the playground during lunch or recess.
While in the lunch line, students will take only one of each lunch item, unless the supervisor
gives permission.
Exit and enter through correct doors and no running!

PLAYGROUND






















At lunch recess, all students may choose to play on the blacktop area or the field, weather and
supervision permitting. PLAYING NEAR STORAGE BINS, RESTROOMS, ESP
RAMPS, NEAR CLASSROOMS AND BRICK WALL/FENCE ARE OFF LIMITS
UNLESS TEACHER PERMITS. BE RESPECTFUL TO OUR NEIGHBORING HOMES
AND OTHER CLASSROOMS IN SESSION DURING YOUR RECESS TIME.
No equipment use on playground before school starts.
No tackling or wrestling on the playground.
Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.
No verbal harassment or defacing property.
No harassment or game interference.
No spitting.
No profanity or vulgarity.
No dishonesty.
No fighting, hitting, pushing, shoving, kicking, poking, biting, or name calling.
No walking or running through games in which the students themselves are not playing.
Keep a safe distance from anyone who is kicking or hitting a ball.
No “butts-up” games that involve throwing a ball directly at a student.
No “tackling” in any game.
No swinging on tetherball poles.
Walk on blacktop unless involved in an approved game
Stay in assigned areas.
Stay on blacktop when grass is damp or wet and stay out of puddles
No food on blacktop except in designated areas
Do not loiter around classrooms, restrooms, and patio areas

Playground Field and Equipment
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School-supplied playground equipment (balls, jump ropes, etc) is available to all grade levels.
The responsibility for any privately owned equipment brought to school rests with the student
and must receive approval from the teacher or administration.
All games are open to your classmates regardless of the ownership of the equipment being
used.
Exclusion of Field Use may result in disciplinary action…Share and collaborate with ALL
students.
Obey the rules of the play apparatus as taught by the teachers.
All games involving kicking a ball MUST be played on the grass only.
Games must be played in designated courts.

Playground Apparatus







For safety, no flips on the high bars
One student per bar or swing.
NO Running on the BIG TOY
Avoid digging or throwing wood chips
No skateboards
No climbing on backstops

Horizontal/Chinning Bars




These bars are for chinning and swinging. Never stand on them or sit on top of them
Two hands should be on bars at all times.
Death drops are forbidden.

Swings









Only one student on a swing at a time.
All students face and swing in the same direction - toward the blacktop.
Two hands on chains at all times and in seated position.
No jumping off swings.
The time limit will be a “normal” 100 count.
Wait for a turn in a safe location.
Do not alter seat height.
Do not climb up to pull down swings.

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL RULES




School administration and teachers are responsible for students once they leave their home in
the morning while coming to school AND while walking home from school in the afternoon.
Walk carefully to school each day. Students are not to be on campus before 7:45 a.m., as the
school gates do not open until that time.
Use appropriate crosswalks on your way to/from school.
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Parents need to supervise their children after primary release off school campus at the adjacent
park until 2:40pm release. Instruction and meetings take place in the Front Office as well as
the B and C Buildings between primary and upper release time. No running or loud noises on
campus from 2:00pm to 2:40pm.

BICYCLES




Only students in grades 3-5 may bring their bicycles to school
All bicycle riders must wear a bicycle helmet to and from school (mandatory by law)
Violation of helmet regulations will be handled using the office referral/detention policy

BICYCLE LOCK AREA




Bikes must be registered and locked
Walk bikes on school grounds
Keep bikes away from building

PARKING LOT SAFETY (Note to parents)


Traffic safety is a collective effort and we strongly urge all parents to play a responsible role in
being safe, kind, and lawful with regard to their driving habits. Also, please keep in mind that
the traffic surrounding our school is only busy for about 10 minutes before and after school
each day and if everyone practices patience and understanding, parents will have a better
experience when driving in and out of our campus. Finally, please keep in mind that our
parents volunteer in assisting with our traffic and we would appreciate everyone's cooperation
in being respectful and courteous to traffic safety volunteers.

Our Mission: WE, PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE, RIGOROUS, AND CONSISTENT
EDUCATION, FOCUSING ON HIGH ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT.
WE ARE A
COLLABORATIVE COMMUNITY OF RESPECTFUL AND RESPONSIBLE LEARNERS.
OUR PLEDGE: We, the students and staff of Cox Elementary School promise to be…..
RESPECTFUL

RESPONSIBLE

READY TO LEARN

Cox Eagles Soar to Excellence”
How it works: Each day, teachers and support staff will recognize students who are demonstrating
respectful, responsible, and Ready to Learn. Students will receive a “Caught Doing the Right
Thing/Golden Ticket” slip indicating their “Excellent Eagle” behavior and turn the slip into the
Raffle Box at the lunch tables. Students will receive prizes based on the Raffle Drawings throughout
the school year.
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OFFICE REFERRAL/CITATION POLICY
Here is a list of behaviors that will result in a student receiving an office referral or a citation:




















Destroying Private/Personal Property
Disruptive/Inappropriate Behavior
Bullying
Play Fighting/Horseplay
Throwing Objects
Theft
Dishonesty
Name-calling
Out-of-bounds w/o supervision

Running in inappropriate areas
Hitting
Pushing
Kicking
Biting
Verbal Disrespect
Misuse of Equipment
Defiance
Being in bowl area before school / recess

A citation may include a loss of privilege, time in the office during recess/lunch, or another consequence
deemed appropriate by the teacher or administrator. Other consequences may be substituted for the above by
working out solutions with parents that would better serve the individual child.

ATTENDANCE/TARDY
*

Excessive Absence & tardiness play a critical role in your child’s education. Our goal is for all students to
attend school 98% of the time. We have successfully met this goal. That means Cox students come to
school every day. California Department of Education requires districts and school sites to address chronic
absenteeism, missing 10% or more.
To promote strong attendance, Attendance and Tardy Progressive Plan will be sent home during Fall
Parent Conference times if a student was chronically absent the previous year. The Progressive Plan will
include School Site SST Meetings followed by District SARB and DA Hearings at the FV Police Station
with uniform officers and District Attorneys.

Community Communication:
Monthly Eagle’s Nest newsletter will highlight and celebrate the activities and events of the previous month as
well as preview upcoming events outlined on the calendar page. Blackboard text message reminders as well as
the calendar section from the cox.fvsd.us website present upcoming calendar of events.
All communications are available in Vietnamese. Simply contact the front office for your translated version.
ST Math/ST Math Fluency/Moby Max
For the 2019-2020 school year, Cox Elementary School will continue to focus on embedding and implementing
technology to our research-based instruction. From our Kindergarten to our 5th grade classrooms, technology SMART
TABLES, SMARTboards & Mind Institute ST Math and Moby Max (web-based reading program) will be available to
our students. Research based instructional strategies such as small group & differentiated instruction will be implemented
in all of our classrooms to meet the individual needs of each specific student at our school site. The staff looks forward to
serving our community and inspiring our students by providing an education that opens the minds of our students
allowing them to dream big and face numerous opportunities and choices in their futures.
Please visit: www.stmath.com, mobymax.com
Thank you.

17

TECHNOLGY RESOURCES AT COX.
ST MATH and MOBYMAX are the two web-based technology resources available to all Cox students. For
yearly a decade, ST Math has been successfully implemented at Cox with more than 60% of our students
completing 100% of the grade level curriculum. Students completing 100% of ST Math are very likely to
demonstrate mastery of next year’s math content. MobyMax is a new resource offering multiple content
area support and enrichment, specially individualized to meet the needs of each student at their
instructional levels. In the Fall, students will have access to these research based programs for free. More
information to come...

ST MATH HOME DIRECTIONS: (Mathematics) - 90 minutes weekly in the classroom. Home
support based on student progress and Teacher Recommendation.
Benchmark Goals:
By December 31st = 33% Completion
By March 31st = 66% Completion
By June 1st = 100% Completion
1. Classroom Teacher assigns ST Math games and levels for homework. Please
make sure that only the child with the ST Math Account plays the games.
2. GO TO www.stmath.com and click on JiJi the Penguin. Click on the
HOMEWORK button and enter password. Type in school Name and Begin
Play.
3. EXIT ST MATH correctly to Save progress. Click BACK ARROW to see Today
Accomplishments Screen, Select X button to save.
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MOBY MAX HOME DIRECTIONS: (Reading Fluency/Comprehension) -45-60 minutes weekly at
home for RAH
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