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A message from our Principal: April has arrived! We have completed 7 months of this school year. This
school year is moving by pretty rapidly. April starts our full focus review of the Math and Language Arts
curriculum as we prepare the students for the SBAC (Smarter Balance Assessment Consortium) testing. The
SBAC assessment is a pretty complete assessment system that measures the California Standards in the
English Language Arts and Math for our 3rd –6th grades. Our students are working harder, thinking more
critically, and applying this learning to real world problems. To help your child at home, or at the library, or
anyplace with a computer please log in to http://www.smarterbalanced.org and work through the practice tests
in Language Arts and Math. Only work through the practice tests at your child’s grade level as these are the
specific standards the children will be tested on. In order for our children to score their best they need to
practice like in any event. The more they practice the more proficient and competent they become. Practice,
practice and more practice. With our focus this year on Math Facts we are watching the children’s overall math
scores rise impressively. Still, we can’t slow down our preparation now. We must keep the practice up and the
focus on mastering those grade level standards. Please continue to work with your child daily on improving
their math skills, and increasing their language arts reading comprehension. Each week this month I will send
home more tips to help us focus our children’s preparation. Please use these tips to encourage and strengthen
their skills. On Saturday April 14th at 9:00 am we will compete in the 6th Annual ABCUSD Reading Olympics.
Tuesday the 17th at 6:00 pm I will again present our Safety and Security plan. Please put this on your calendar
and hope you can join us to help support our team! Friday April 20 is our Fit-A-Thon. It is always motivational
to have parents come out to help during this event. The children love to see you here! Monday April 23 rd is
national Walk to School day so watch for instructions on how we can participate in this wonderful event! And
Friday the 27th at our Coffee with the Principal we will review the state testing, and go over our Watch-Dog
program and our Safety and Security plan. Please put these on your calendar. Then---Its---MAY! We hope
everyone has a wonderful spring recess and a very successful April!
Magnet Coordinator: Thank you to those of you who came to our annual Exhibition. It was a great turnout.
We are proud of all of our students and the amount of effort and time they put into all of their projects. The
classrooms were beautifully decorated. Student presentations and the Kinder and First Grade performances
were well rehearsed. We are so proud of all of you. For the month of April, the IB Learner
Profile is "Inquirer" and the Attitude is "Curiosity". An inquirer is a student who develops their natural
curiosity by acquiring skills to conduct inquiry and research. These types of students enjoy learning and they
become lifelong learners. Please help promote student curiosity at home by encouraging your child(ren) to look
up or research the things they are naturally curious about.
Library: Please join us this Saturday April 14th at 9:00 a.m. at Artesia High School Gym to cheer on our
incredible Stowers Story Leopards Reading Olympic Team. We will be competing against seventeen different
elementary schools for the title. We are also asking for book donations for the following items, any Star Wars,
Mine Craft, Harry Potter, classical novels and chapter books. Our next Library Committee meeting will be held
on Wednesday April 18th at 1:00 p.m. in our library. Please feel free to join us and to brain storms new ideas
that will help keep our library up to date for the 21st Century.
Computer Lab: Happy Spring! After students come back from spring break, they will continue practice typing
skills with Type to Learn and Dance Mat Typing. 2nd graders are learning about Life cycle of animals and plants.
They will work on Life Cycle in Interactive learning Site and BrainPop Jr. Kindergartners and First graders will
learn how to type a sentence. They will learn capitalization, using backspace key, enter key and punctuation.
Spanish: Kindergarteners are learning about the community helpers in Spanish such as, Policia, Bombero,
Doctor, Maestra, enfermera, peluquero and so on as time permits. Also, they will learn some lyrics of a song"

Los oficios." First graders are studying some animals and their habitat. Second Graders are labeling the parts
of the plant and studying some animal life cycle. For example: "The Life Cycle of the Butterfly” and "The Life
Cycle of a Frog" as well as other living things. Third graders are learning about the names of the planets in the
solar system. Four graders are studying the Spanish names related to the Missions such as: huerto, casa de
huespedes, presidio,mision, talleres, rancho, consecion de tierra and more. Also, they will draw a diagram and
label with Spanish names the things that could be found in a Mission. Fifth graders are drawing and labeling in
Spanish the different body parts and body systems, "Aparato digestivo, aparato circulatorio, aparato escretor
and will continue until new staff meeting, Sixth graders are working on learning the Human Rights in Spanish
and will end up designing their own personal booklet about The Universal Human Rights.
Kindergarten: For the month of April, Kindergarten will begin its final IB Unit, “Sharing the Planet.” During this
unit we will be discussing what a living thing needs in order to grow. We will also be taking a field trip to the
Orange County Zoo where the students will be able to study and learn about animals native to California. In
language arts, students will continue working on counting the syllables in words as well as focusing on long
vowels. By this time in the school year, your child should be on sight word list seven or above. Be sure to also
encourage your child to independently write sentences with phonetic spelling. It is also important they take
responsibility in checking their writing for capitalization, spacing, and ending with a punctuation mark. In math,
we have begun subtraction but will continue to work on addition facts. Please be sure you are working on the
math fact lists at home with your child. To help the students understand how numbers are composed we will
discuss how many tens and ones are in the numbers 1-20.
First Grade: First grade is welcoming Spring! We will complete our PYP unit- How the World Works and
begin exploring our new PYP unit: Where We Are in Place and Time. This unit focuses on how things have
changed over time. We will look at how schools, communities, and transportation have changed. In Language
Arts, we will continue to explore the writing process by creating and refining informative, opinion, and narrative
pieces. In math, we will be learning to collect data and organize data using graphs.
Second Grade: Hello from 2nd grade! We would like to thank all our families for taking the time out of your
busy schedules to come to our exhibition and celebrate the successes of all students. For our IB Unit, we will
be focusing on Producers and Consumers-how things get to our table from the farm. It is an exciting Unit with
making butter and starting our own bracelet business. Please look for information about our bracelet business
in the near future. In Math, we are focusing on measurement. Please work with your child in measuring things
throughout the house. Opinion writing will be our major focus for the remainder of the year. Again, we want to
thank all families for your continued support of the 2nd grade.
Third Grade: “Czesc“(hello in Polish) from third grade! For the month of April, third graders will be reading
Charlotte’s Web. We will also be preparing for upcoming Smarter Balanced Assessment in May by using textbased evidence to support responses, thinking critically of text, and polishing up on computer skills. Please take
a few minutes to review the English Language Arts Smarter Balanced Practice Test online (see link on 3 rd grade
Stowers website). We will be practicing the profile, “Inquirer”, by being inquisitive about the world around us.
For mathematics, we will be focusing on measurement in time, volume, and mass as well as data and graphing.
Please continue to help your child by urging them to study their multiplication facts nightly and check agendas.
Fourth Grade: Fourth graders will begin a new IB unit called “Sharing the Planet” in conjunction with Physical
Science. In math, we will learn about customary and metric units of measurement. We will also begin our
studies about the Gold Rush in preparation for our overnight field trip. If you would like to acquire a personal
copy of the novel we will be reading, the title is “By the Great Horn Spoon” by Sid Fleischman. Final Ocean
Institute payments will be due the week of April 30. We will send out a reminder invoice to send in with your
payment.
Fifth Grade: During the month of April, fifth graders will begin a new unit of study called "Forming a New
Nation." We will be examining our country’s governing system and how it compares to other countries. In the
area of math, students will learning about Geometry and Algebraic Functions. The major concepts in this unit
will be plot coordinates, cardinal directions (N,S,E,W), graph shapes, numerical relationships, and graphing
data. Questions you can ask to extend your child’s learning could be: Show me (2, 3). How could I get to (6,
2)? Tell me how to get there using cardinal directions. If you were to earn $2 an hour for helping me in the
garden, how much would you earn in 5 hours? What would that relationship look like on a coordinate grid?

Sixth Grade: 6th Graders are beginning the school year with the IB Unit “Who We Are” The Central Idea for
this unit is “Human rights, including beliefs and social roles, change over time.”
 In Science, students will be learning about the Ecology
 In Math students are concentrating on Polygons on a Coordinate Plane, Find Area of Quadrilaterals,
Triangles, Polygons, Volume of a Prism with Fractional Lengths using Cubes and using algorithms
 In Social Studies we are learning Ancient Egypt
 In our Language Arts: We’ve been focusing on “Realistic Fiction”, Expository Text, Narrative Nonfiction,
Historical Fiction, and Realistic Fiction, Grammar: main verb, question marks & dialogue, Grammar:
Contractions with helping and Irregular verbs, Special Spellings
 Grammar is a daily focus in our learning to become better readers and writers.
 Technology is used for Google classroom, Swun Math, and Pearson Realize for the main subject areas.
PTA News: Happy Easter!!! I hope everyone is enjoying their spring Break. Thank you to everyone who came
out on Volunteer Monday’s, it was nice seeing everyone. Our next volunteer Monday will be April 9th. If you
have time please come out. Our board meeting in April is the 13th @ 830am. Please come and find out what
fun things we have planned for the last months of school. April 19th, we will have a family day at Chick-Fil-A.
Please come out and support Stowers. April 20th, is our Step It Up Event. Primary 8:30-10:00am and upper
1030- Noon. We will close this month with staff appreciation week April 30-May 4. Friday, May 4th we will be
hosting a “May the Fourth Be With You” Movie Night. We will be selling food and have a concession stand for
that evening. May 30th is our last family night for this school year. Say Aloha to the 2017-2018 school year with
us at Islands in the Town Center. Don’t forget it’s not too late to become a PTA member. Check out our remind:
@Stowerspta Website: http://stowerspta.weebly.com/

