to a tzaddik, and ask him to pray for me.’ With these
words, my father died.”
After explaining to the woman about the
effects of repentance and suffering, Rav Binyamin told
her that the story emphasized the tragic consequences
of machlokes, controversy, and discord. This is
especially true when the machlokes involves the
denigration of a Torah scholar. Every time people hear
this story and are inspired to distance themselves from
controversy, it serves as a tremendous merit for her
father.

Chazal teach us otherwise. When one
becomes embroiled in controversy – regardless of his
justification – he becomes soiled. It is inevitable.

ויקם משה וילך אל דתן ואבירם
Moshe stood up and went to Dassan and Aviram.
(16:25)
The machlokes, controversy, that Korach had
initiated against Moshe Rabbeinu has been recorded in
the annals of history as the paradigm of machlokes and
the devastation that it can – and does – cause. Chazal
view the fact that Moshe went to Dassan and Aviram,
Korach’s henchmen, as a lesson for posterity: Mikaan,
“From here,” she’ein machazikin b’machlokes, “(we
derive) that one should not maintain/continue a
machlokes.” Our leader went to make a final plea to
Dassan and Aviram, hoping that they would relent and
put an end to their nefarious activities and defer to him
as the nation’s leader. Korach refused to listen, but
Moshe harbored the hope that his cohorts would agree
to come back to Klal Yisrael. He let everyone know that
if they were to continue on this collision course, they
were doomed. The nation heeded his warning; Korach,
Dassan, Aviram and the remaining rebels did not. They
received the ultimate punishment.
Chazal’s statement that we derive from here - that it is wrong to support a machlokes --is surprising.
It is not as if anyone would contend that machlokes is
an ideal for which we should all strive. Machlokes is evil,
vile, devastating. Why would anyone think that it
deserves support? Horav Yosef Tzvi Dunner (Mikdash
HaLevi) suggests that this was not your everyday
machlokes in which two sides – both good – became
embroiled in a dispute. This was Moshe, the Rabban
Shel Kol Yisrael, quintessential Rebbe of all the Jewish
People, being attacked and vilified by a scoundrel of the
likes of Korach, a man so obsessed with his own
narcissism that he was prepared to lead a mutiny
against Klal Yisrael’s leadership just to satisfy his
megalomania. He was supported by Dassan and
Aviram, Moshe’s nemeses, in Egypt. It was they who
undermined him in Egypt, who sought to have him
killed by Pharaoh. At every juncture they sought to
dispute his authority and destroy him personally. Under
such circumstances, one might conjecture that not only
is machlokes permissible, but that one should support
and see it through: “Wash the floor with such people!”

Radak explains that Klal Yisrael in galus, exile,
resemble a tree which has withered and dried out.
There is, however, one shoot that still sprouts from the
tree’s trunk. The future of the trees is dependent upon
that shoot from which the entire tree can be
resuscitated. Likewise, we wait for the David Hamelech
dynasty, the House of David, to nurture and revive the
entire Jewish nation. With the flourishing of the House
of David, we will witness the sprout from the geza
Yishai, stem of Yishai (father of David Hamelech),
sprout forth bringing about our Final Redemption.
Furthermore, the word tzemach, which is the
growth of the plant, indicates that the Redemption will
not be the result of one sudden, violent act of
supernatural cataclysm; rather, it will be a natural
progressive process which will develop gradually like
the daily growth of a plant. While we accept the fact
that it is a process, we pray daily that it happen
speedily, suddenly, because we have waited so long for
that moment of Redemption and an end to our pain.

Va’ani Tefillah
 – את צמח דוד עבדך מהרה תצמיחEs tzemach David
Avdecha meheirah satzmiach. May You speedily cause
the outgrowth of David, Your servant, to sprout forth.

Sponsored by
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in memory of their parents:
ליבל בן חיים וחנה בת יעקב
Belkin
שמעון בן גדליה וחנה רייזל בת אליעזר
Phillips

Peninim is published weekly by Peninim Publications in conjunction with the Hebrew Academy of Cleveland, 1860 S. Taylor Rd. Cleveland, Ohio 44118

©All rights reserved – prepared and edited by Rabbi L. Scheinbaum

Visit us at:
http://www.hac1.org
For a yearly subscription or Parsha sponsorship, please contact:
In Cleveland – Rabbi L. Scheinbaum (216) 371-7609 or (216) 321-5838 Ext. 165

YOU TOO CAN SHARE IN SPREADING THE WORD OF TORAH
Outside of North America – Mrs. A. Goldberg +972 2 532 6058

תשע"ט

Parashas Korach
...ויקח קרח
Korach… separated himself. (16:1)

Difference of opinion is a diplomatic term for
controversy – aka machlokes. Chazal distinguish
between: a machlokes l’shem Shomayim, dispute for
the sake of Heaven, in which the opposing opinions are
just that, two opposing opinions which have no
ramifications concerning the disputants; and one which
is she’lo l’shem Shomayim, pure unmitigated dispute
between individuals in which either one or both are out
to hurt the other. At times, issues require clarification;
times and circumstances change, necessitating a new
approach to resolving the status quo. Varied ways and
perspectives exist for achieving the resolution. This can
be good. When jealousy and arrogance enter the fray,
Shomayim steps out. Any dispute guided by personal
vendetta is not Heaven-oriented. A machlokes, explains
Horav Mordechai David Neugroshal, Shlita, is
compared to fire, an energy that can either provide
warmth or can destroy. If the gedolei Yisrael, Torah
leaders, who are the “keepers of the flame” guard over
the “fire,” it will provide warmth and pave the way for
achieving greater advances. If the fire descends to the
pshutei ha’am, simple people, who are subject to their
personal whims, passions and negative character traits,
the fire will devastate.
Obviously, no respectable member of Torah
hierarchy or any ben Torah, for that matter, would ever
concede that his position was not for the furtherance
of Torah. The problem is that, while we are contentious
in promoting Torah, we are failing to be represented
where our positions and leadership can be and are
most certainly needed. To put it simply: we waste our
resources on issues that could best be put on the back
burner, while the real issues that are maligning and
devastating Orthodoxy are ignored. Every time we
ignore the secular oriented left wing, who spend more
time apologizing for the Torah than observing it, we
lose ground.
The Imrei Emes, Gerrer Rebbe, Horav Avraham
Mordechai Alter, zl, related the following story to a
well-known Polish gadol. A prominent, wealthy Jew
married off his two daughters to two wonderful bnei
Torah. He supported their every need, as in those days
the married children would have their meals at the
home of their in-laws. Interestingly, the eating habits of
the two sons-in-law did not correspond. One son-in-law
ate only meat dishes, while the other one was into dairy

פרשת קרח

exclusively. Thus, during mealtime, the two men ate at
different tables.
A short time after the weddings, the father-inlaw made a bad investment which cost him his fortune.
He went from great wealth to abject poverty in a short
time. He no longer could provide gourmet dairy and meat
dinners. Now, it was dark bread and water. Nonetheless,
the sons-in-law continued their “separate seating” during
mealtime. This irked the father-in-law. He said to them,
“In the past, when there were sufficient options for dairy
and meat dinners, I understand that the two of you ate
separately. Now that all we have is bread and water –
why do you continue with your backs to one another
during mealtime?”
The Rebbe continued, “The same applies
concerning our generation. In earlier times, we noted
differences of opinion between gedolei Yisrael which
were on a completely specialized realm. These were
issues and individuals which affected the most lofty levels
of Torah and religious observance. Today, however (this
was almost a century ago), the average Jew is exposed to
spiritual challenges that previously had never been an
issue. The Jew on the street is witness to spiritual and
moral depravity, to assaults on our Yahadus from all sides
of the spectrum. At this point, we are all equal. It is time
that we all come together, unite and come to a meeting
of the minds. What is the purpose of disagreement when
we are hemorrhaging?” In other words, we must focus on
those who would tear down the very principles of
Orthodoxy. In order to satisfy the underpinnings and lack
of Jewish pride evinced by the secular streams, we tend
to ignore their systematic dissecting of Torah law in order
to better serve their morally-warped agenda.
An incident that occurred concerning Horav
Gadel Eisner, zl, legendary Mashgiach of the Gerrer
Yeshivah in Eretz Yisrael and mentor to thousands,
illuminates for us the concept of acting l’shem Shomayim.
One Yom Tov, when Rav Gadel was visiting the Chassidic
court of the Bais Yisrael, a Yerushalmi acted audaciously
and was pogeia b’kavod, offended the honor, of the Bais
Yisrael. An avreich, one of the premier young married
men, came out against the offender in an unusually fierce
rebuttal, because, after all, he was “concerned” with the
honor of the Rebbe.
Following the morning davening, Rav Gadel left
the bais hamedrash to see the young man surrounded by
a group of like-minded chassidim, all reveling in his
accounting of the tale and how he put the Yerushalmi in

his place. “That mechutzaf will not quickly forget that
of classes of Jews: Kohen, Levi, Yisrael. It should incur
one does not act this way toward our Rebbe,” he
envy. I, too, want to be a Kohen. When we peruse
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singlehandedly took on the individual who offended
been reason for one group/class to envy another, it did
the honor of our Rebbe? I’m certain that you acted
not happen. Why?
solely l’shem Shomayim.”
Horav Shimshon Pincus, zl, explains that when
“Yes, it is I who put that man in his place, and,
a person self-evaluates and realizes who he really is, he
of course, I acted l’shem Shomayim,” the avreich
will focus on the purpose in life best-suited for him. He
replied.
will examine his mind, skills, talent and come to the
“Let me ask you a question,” Rav Gadel began.
realization that he has no reason to envy others. Each
“How would you have acted had the slanderer came
person is who he is and is endowed with Hashem’s
out against another Rebbe (of a different Chassidus)?
specific gifts that allow him to achieve his goals. Envy is
Would you have been so driven?”
the consequence of a distorted perspective of oneself,
The young man quickly replied, “Clearly, I
of feelings of inadequacy, both in personal worth and
would not have done this for anyone other than the
success. The result is that one becomes jealous of his
Gerrer Rebbe.”
fellow who is endowed with his unique talents, because
“Then you should know,” countered Rav
he has an alternate focus in life. When one executes
Gadel, “that you were not acting l’shem Shomayim on
what is demanded of him – he succeeds. When one
behalf of the Rebbe. You were selfishly acting on behalf
wants to be someone else, because he is dissatisfied
of yourself. You were offended by his slander of the
with his personal position, he becomes miserable.
Rebbe. The greatest proof is that you stated
Korach was not Moshe Rabbeinu, and, thus,
emphatically that you would not have acted so
not cut out to lead the nation. It was as simple as that.
forcefully for any other Rebbe.”
Unfortunately, Korach did not see it that way. He first
We like to attribute all of our actions to the
became frustrated, then angry, which led to his
l’shem Shomayim “card,” but, in truth, the only ones
rebellion and eventual downfall. If he would have first
whose honor concerns us – is ours.
looked inward at himself before looking outward at
Moshe, the end of the story would have been so
different.
כי כל העדה כלה קדשים ובתוכם ד' ומדוע תתנשאו על
'קהל ד
בקר וידע ד' את אשר לו ואת הקדוש והקריב אליו
For the entire assembly – all of them – are holy and
In the morning, Hashem will make known the one who
Hashem is among them. Why do you exalt yourselves
is His own and the holy one, and He will draw him close
over the Congregation of Hashem? (16:3)
to Himself. (16:5)
Every person has a unique contribution to
The fires of controversy continue to burn and
make in this world. Only he can complete this task. It is,
devastate long after the actual dispute has been put to
thus, vital to figure out who “you” are and “where” you
rest. Even when the machlokes, controversy, is l’shem
fit into the grand scheme of things. Hamakir es
Shomayim, for the sake of Heaven, the riffraff,
mekomo; “Know your place” (Pirkei Avos) means to
individuals who thrive on rabble-rousing, continue to
evaluate
your
strengths
and
weaknesses
stoke the flame, thus creating a fertile climate for
(realistically/honestly) and then decide for what you
destruction. Machlokes has plagued our people for
are best suited. Do not allow personal arrogance or low
centuries. Usually it was l’shem Shomayim, with each
self-esteem to control your life. Be who you are, so that
side seeking to support its particular approach to Torah
you can be who you are destined to be. A visionary sees
dictate. The primary antagonists remained friends,
the future based upon who he currently is. Too many of
despite opposing views. The classic example was Bais
us allow other peoples’ opinions to shape our selfHillel and Bais Shammai, who, although disagreeing in
definition. One of the most meaningful quotes I have
halachic interpretation, respected one another; even
heard goes something like this, “How many people do
intermarried with one another.
you have to be before you can become yourself?”
One of the most contentious and enduring
Parents want their children to live up to their
controversies was between Horav Yaakov Emden and
expectations, or, in some instances, to repair their own
Horav Yonasan Eibeshutz. They were two gedolim of
personal shortcomings. A parent who did not achieve
highest spiritual repute. As always, it is the riffraff, the
his own potential seeks to push his child into the mold
little people, who have little else to do other than
he had contrived for himself. The child is miserable,
slander and debase, who fanned the flames of this
usually rebelling at some point. If he makes it into
dispute, whose repercussions lasted for quite some
adulthood as his parents’ failure, he will expect to
time. Once sides were taken, it appeared that the entire
repair their “dream” through his own child.
European rabbinate was involved. Most of Eastern
This was one of Korach’s (and his followers’)
Europe’s prominent rabbinic leaders took Rav
problems. They were myopic in their personal vision,
Yonasan’s side. Conversely, Western Europe sided with
refusing to acknowledge that Klal Yisrael is comprised

Rav Yaakov. Rav Yonasan remained passive throughout
the entire dispute – a position which did not help his
cause. He did finally respond with a single epistle called
Luchos Eidus, which not only recorded (with deep
humility) his background and approbation of himself, it
also served as a denouncement of all slander against
him.
The controversy between Rav Yaakov Emden
and Rav Yonasan Eibeshutz was a sad episode in Jewish
life. It is one that we, as spectators, centuries later,
cannot even begin to fathom, certainly not attempt to
judge. As far as we are concerned, this controversy is
beyond our ability to comprehend and should remain
so. The following vignette gives us some idea how far
removed we are from these two Torah luminaries,
whose controversy was truly l’shem Shomayim.
Horav Binyamin Diskin, father of Horav
Yehoshua Leib, popularly known as the Maharil Diskin,
the venerable Rav of Brisk, was an individual known for
his amazing diligence and his meticulous use of every
minute. One day, a coach pulled up to the door of his
house and a well-dressed woman, clearly from the
“city,” alighted and entered his home. The city’s
dayanim, rabbinical judges, were meeting with the Rav
and Av Bais Din, head of the rabbinical court, and they
asked her why she had come. She replied that she had
an important message to convey to Rav Diskin, a matter
of last will and testament. The dayan related the
woman’s ambiguous message to Rav Binyamin, who,
surprisingly, gave instructions to permit her to enter.
The woman stood at the door of his office and
introduced herself as the daughter of the author of
Nesivot Olam, a notoriously heretical publication, used
by the German Reform to push through the legislation
banning shechitah, ritual slaughtering, and Bris Milah,
circumcision. Moses Montefiore sponsored the
publication of a book entitled, Zerubavel, which refuted
the Nesivot Olam.
The woman proceeded to relate the following
story of her life: “Our father, although not a scholar of
note, was an excellent teacher. His ability to grasp a
subject and convey it lucidly to the student made him a
popular teacher. Complex material became putty in his
hands. Unfortunately, this did not last very long, as he
became involved in inappropriate behavior and
heretical views, causing the parents to remove their
children from his care.
“The cloud over his reputation caused him to
withdraw and disappear from our lives without leaving
any trace concerning his whereabouts. Our mother,
who was now an agunah, abandoned wife, could not
remarry, and she was reduced to working hard in our
small store to support the family. The store was
successful, and, for a short while, our precarious life
became somewhat orderly and calm. This all changed
when word of our father’s heresy became public.
People avoided the store, and our lives were once again
shattered. Our mother bore her shame with dignity.
She married me off to a fine young man from distant
Prussia, and I was grateful to be able to build a home
committed to Torah and mitzvos.
”Life seemed to progress normally until, one
day, I received a letter from my father. In his letter, he

begged for forgiveness, asking us to allow him to return
home and live out the rest of his life in penitence. I was
not convinced of the veracity of his request. My dear
husband read the letter a number of times. He felt the
letter manifested my father’s true feelings. Whatever
eminence he had achieved only came from priests and
gentiles, who lauded the heresy in his book. Once a
rebuttal was published, however, he was no longer in
their favor. He was now a lost soul with no sustenance,
isolated from society. He asked that we give him a
chance to prove himself. We permitted him to return
home under a strict set of guidelines, ensuring that he
would not interfere with our way of life.
“Per our request, he let his peyos, side locks,
and beard grow, and he committed himself to following
all the dictates of the Shulchan Aruch. Apparently, this
was also his wish. He soon was overcome with guilt, he
became sick, thin and frail. We attempted to console
him, explaining that his repentance was real and surely
had been accepted. However, he refused to be
consoled.
”It was clear that he was destined to leave this
world filled with remorse. One day, he called me to his
bedside and told me that he felt that his end was near.
He wanted to share a story with me, insisting that I
promise to relate this episode to one of the righteous
leaders of our generation. Furthermore, I should ask
that the leader pray for his soul. This is his story:
“‘I was born in Altona. The rabbi of the
community at that time was Rav Yonasan Eibeshutz,
who had been accused by Rav Yaakov Emden of being
a heretic and follower of Shabbtai Tzvi. (At this point,
Rav Binyamin interjected that Rav Yonasan was
unquestionably a tzaddik, righteous person, attested to
by the saintly Gaon of Vilna.)
“‘My father was one of Rav Yaakov’s
supporters, who had written numerous articles and
papers against Rav Yonasan. I was born in the midst of
this tragic debacle. On the day of my bris, circumcision,
my father published a scathing critique of Rav Yonasan.
My bris and the published article were celebrated on
the same day. Those who were in attendance blessed
me that the pamphlet which my father had authored
should serve as a source of good fortune for me and
that I should merit to follow in my father’s footsteps.
Rav Yaakov answered Amen.
“‘Regrettably, in due time, the blessing was
realized. I enjoyed making light of and belittling
important matters, descending to the nadir of
depravity, to the lowest ebb possible for a Jew to reach:
apostasy. It was the result of the misguided blessing
given to me by those individuals who were embroiled
in the controversy – not for the sake of Heaven. They
were interested only in the malicious joy that some
obtain by destroying the life of another Jew. Rav
Yaakov, however, was true and righteous. His Amen
response ensured that the blessing would become a
reality – which it did. Although this is not an excuse for
my miscreant behavior – we all make our choices, in my
case, matters were stacked against me. Now, as I am
about to die, promise me that you will relate this story

