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Principal’s Corner
Welcome back, St. Barnabas! Back to School Night Coming Up September 5!
Dear Parents/Guardians:
We hope you and your student(s) enjoyed a smooth transition back to
school this week! We have enjoyed seeing how all our students have
grown over the summer months and are eager to see how much
they’ll continue to grow this school year!
I look forward to seeing all our parents at Back to School Night,
hosted by School Board on Thursday, September 5. The evening is for
parents/guardians only. We will begin at 7 pm in the church and transition to classrooms for brief presentations by your child(ren)’s teachers. We know football fans are excited to see the Bears/Packers game
that evening, and we will be broadcasting as much of the game as possible in the gym after the classroom presentations. Once they are finished meeting with teachers, parents may gather there until 9 pm.
From 8/15-21, our faculty participated in professional development to get ready for the school year. One
of our topics was Diversity to Inclusion with trainer Jessica Oladapo. Through this program, teachers and
staff learned more about our own personal and professional biases so we can continue to work on creating inclusive classrooms. We are also learning about and implementing aspects of the Responsive Classroom program which is associated with higher academic achievement in math and reading, improved
school climate, and higher-quality instruction.
Have a wonderful holiday weekend,

New Drop-off/Pick-up Structure

Elaine Gaffney

We appreciate your cooperation with our new
structure in the parking lot for drop-off and
pick-up!

Turn in Your Big Bucks Tickets!
Parents, if you haven’t yet turned in your Big
Bucks Raffle tickets (you received them on
Info Sunday), please fill them out and send
them in to school ASAP so you can be entered to win one of 10 prizes in the Early Bird
Raffle drawing at Back to School Night, 9/5!

Please be mindful that the only exit during
these busy times is the exit nearest the
playground on Walden Parkway. All other
locations are entrances only. Thank you for
your support and patience as we try to make
the parking lot as safe as possible for our
students!

Small Group Mysteries in 8th ELA
On Tuesday, their first day switching
classes, Ms. Ruth’s 8th grade ELA
class worked in small groups to
determine a bank robbery mystery.
During this activity, students
practiced critical thinking and
working together in groups. Eighth
grade is going to be great for these
Buckeyes!

Family Mass 9/8: Celebrating Grandparents!
St. Barnabas Parish invites all our students, families and their grandparents to the 10:00 am Mass on
Sunday, September 8, to celebrate our Grandparents and receive a special blessing! September 8 is
Grandparents Day, and the 4th and 7th grade classes will host the Mass as part of our Family in Faith series. Fourth and 7th-graders are invited to be greeters and gift bearers. Their families will host a reception
in the Church Hall after Mass with light refreshments in the Church Hall.
Fourth and 7th grade parents, we are still in need of kids to sign up as greeters and gift bearers, and we
are still in need of refreshments. We would greatly appreciate your help! Please see the following link to
sign up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0e4aaaa62fa2f49-grandparents1 If you have any questions, please call or text Katie Morgan at 773-425-8224. We hope to see you there!

PowerSchool for Grades 4-8: Opens Tuesday, September 3!
PowerSchool for students in grades 4-8 will open on Tuesday, September 3. At that time, parents
will be able to access their child(ren)’s information. Thank you for your patience!

Weber Irish Dance Resumes September 16!
Irish Dance class will resume at St. Barnabas on Monday, Sept 16th from 6pm-7pm in the church
hall. Class is open to boys & girls ages five and up.
New & returning students can register at the first class. For additional information or registration
questions, please call or email Madeleine at 630-505-1799 or weberirishdancers@comcast.net.

Welcome Our New Teachers & Staff!
We are thrilled to welcome several new teachers and instructional aides to St. Barnabas this year! In case
you missed it in the summer newsletter, please join us in getting to know the following new members of
our Buckeye family:
Mrs. Keishawna Ballard, 5th Grade Teacher
Mrs. Ballard, whose first name is pronounced Kei-sha-na, joins our 5th grade teaching
team! She holds a B.A. in Communications from Purdue University and is currently
completing her master’s degree in Special Education at Grand Canyon University. She
has been teaching for 11 years and has taught several grades--for the past six years,
she has been teaching grades 4-6.
Mrs. Ballard believes it is her responsibility as a teacher to provide students with:
• an environment conducive to learning;
• knowledge that will help them be successful in achieving their lives’ goals;
• materials, opportunities and feedback that will help them learn;
• and help in becoming and remaining motivated to be successful both in their studies and in applying
their knowledge to solve problems in their lives.
“As a wife and mother, life can get busy as I search to balance the schedules of my 10-year-old (son)
and 4-year-old (daughter). I’m an active member of my church in addition to singing in the adult choir. In
my spare time, I find great joy in doing makeup for special occasions; I’m usually the go-to person at my
church for weddings, prom, etc. I still enjoy a nice book to occupy my time when I’m not busy. I believe
that life is what you make it--make a choice to start over no matter how many times it takes!”
Mrs. Katie Cimarolli, Instructional Aide, Mrs. Urchell’s Preschool Classroom
Mrs. Cimarolli is excited to join our preschool team as a full-time instructional aide and
brings with her eight years of experience as a kindergarten teacher. She also has a
bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education from Saint Xavier University and a master’s
degree in Curriculum and Instruction from Concordia University.
Mrs. Cimarolli believes in creating a positive and fun environment for students to work to
the best of their abilities, and she believes it is her responsibility to utilize different teaching strategies to reach all learners. In her free time, she enjoys going on bike rides with her husband
and two sons and trying new restaurants. She also enjoys hanging out with friends and listening to music.
Mrs. Bridget Heebner, 3rd Grade Teacher
Mrs. Heebner is joining Mrs. Hannigan and Ms. O’Neill on our 3rd grade teaching team
this year! She holds an M.A. from Dominican University in Teaching with a focus in
Elementary Education and a B.S. in Recreation Management from Illinois State University.
She has been teaching for 9½ years, starting with Kindergarten for half a year, then
teaching 2nd grade for the past nine.
Mrs. Heebner believes students should be challenged and provided with a safe learning
environment in which they know it’s ok to make mistakes so they can learn and grow from them. She
believes in providing opportunities for group collaboration and helping students connect what they’re
learning in the classroom to what is happening in their lives. When she’s not teaching, Mrs. Heebner likes
to spend time playing outside and doing fun things with her husband and two sons. She also enjoys tea-

ching yoga, cooking, baking and living an active lifestyle!
Ms. Virginia Kosteck, 6th Grade Homeroom/Junior High Teacher
Ms. Kosteck joins the St. Barnabas junior high faculty with a B.A. in Secondary Education and English from Spring Hill College (Mobile, Alabama), and a Master’s of Education
in Curriculum and Instruction in Reading and Literature from Louisiana State University
Shreveport. This will be her fifth year teaching, with three of those years spent in New
Orleans’ public schools and the previous spent in Colorado.
“As a McAuley graduate, I look forward to bringing my unique multicultural perspective
into the classroom while providing an explorative curriculum for my students. My teaching philosophy begins with getting to know my students’ needs on an individual level to provide an engaging and interactive learning experience, while promoting a classroom alive with the joy of learning. My hope is that each
student not only recognizes their potential, but also utilizes the tools of reading and writing to become a
lifelong learner.”
Outside of the classroom, Ms. Kosteck loves to travel and be surrounded by friends and family whenever
possible. She has two Corgi/Red Heeler puppies (named Gumbo and Roux) that keep her active, and they
love exploring new hikes and dog parks together. She also enjoys music, art, writing and literature. So far,
she has traveled to 10 countries, and is grateful for the opportunity to explore new cultures. She says the
most important thing she learned from her time at Spring Hill College is the Jesuit philosophy of giving
back to others through service, and she hopes to share this perspective with the St. Barnabas community.
“I so look forward to being a Buckeye and continuing my teaching experience with a wonderful parish. I
can’t wait to bring my education, faith, and professional experience back to Chicago for my students. I am
so excited to get to know this ‘new’ place to call home.”
Mrs. Molly Meade McGowan, 8th Grade Homeroom/Junior High Teacher
Mrs. McGowan joins the St. Barnabas faculty with 10 years experience teaching grades
6-12, primarily in Language Arts and Religion, with an emphasis on Service Learning.
She holds a B.A. in English from Boston College, with a minor in Faith, Peace and Justice
Studies. She also holds a master’s degree in Secondary Education from National-Louis
University with Endorsements in English/Language Arts (highly qualified) and Middle
School. She also brings to SB her experience traveling nationally and internationally to
facilitate leadership programs for middle school and high school students.
“My teaching philosophy focuses on supporting students’ academic, spiritual and social-emotional
growth. I believe that students thrive on all levels when they are in a classroom environment that is positive and nurturing. I integrate culturally responsive practices and service-learning to build community in
the classroom and foster a sense of teamwork. I believe that middle-schoolers can become tremendous
leaders when their best selves are recognized and encouraged.”
Mrs. McGowan is a recipient of the St. Ignatius College Prep “Outstanding Teacher Award,” the “Mac of
the Month” teaching award at Mother McAuley High School for outstanding contributions and the
“Chicago Hero” designation as awarded by the Chicago Sun-Times and City Clerk’s office.
In her spare time, Mrs. McGowan loves to read. She has two young daughters (both new students at St.
Barnabas School this year), and she enjoys spending time with them and her husband, John, who is a St.
Barnabas alumnus (‘90). They enjoy exploring the city of Chicago together and traveling to new places.

Mrs. Joyce Mendez, 5th grade Teacher
Mrs. Mendez will also be joining our 5th grade teaching team this year. She comes with
over 30 years of Catholic school teaching experience in Kindergarten (two years at Our
Lady of Peace), 2nd grade (23 years at St. Bernadette), a split 3rd/4th grade class
(5 years, also at St. Bernadette) and 5th grade (5 years at St. Jane de Chantal). She has
a degree from Chicago State University in Elementary Education. In 2008, she received
the Heart of the School award for her work at St. Bernadette.
Mrs. Mendez believes that all students are individuals and learn in their own unique ways. “I use a variety
of instruction styles in order to reach all students. I believe everyone should have an equal opportunity to
voice his/her opinion and feel safe and secure in the classroom.”
She loves spending her free time with her family (husband and two grown children) and friends. She
is also very close with her brothers, sisters, nieces and nephews. When she’s not out with family and
friends, she loves shopping, gardening, traveling, photography and music.
Ms. Molly O’Neill, 3rd Grade Teacher
Ms. O’Neill joins Mrs. Hannigan and Mrs. Heebner on the St. Barnabas 3rd grade
teaching team from Saint Mary’s College, where she recently graduated with a B.A. in
Elementary Education and a minor in Mild Intervention. Last year, she student taught in
a 3rd grade classroom in the South Bend area.
Ms. O’Neill believes that students will truly succeed if they have caring, loving individuals
who support them as learners and children of God. Thus, she will prioritize her students
and love them for who they are in order to help them grow both in and out of the classroom.
Ms. O’Neill shares, “As a first year teacher, it is my ultimate goal to create a welcoming academic environment that students look forward to learning in each and every day!” In her free time, she enjoys spending
time with family and friends, going to football and baseball games and going on walks.
Mrs. Nikki Pietryla, Intermediate Teacher
Mrs. Pietryla joins our intermediate faculty and will be teaching 4th-6th grades. She
brings five years of experience teaching primary special education, including three years
co-teaching kindergarten and two years in instructional/self-contained special education.
She also taught in a general education kindergarten class for a year. Mrs. Pietryla holds
a B.A. in Elementary Education with an endorsement in LBSI (Special Education) from
North Central College.
Regarding teaching, Mrs. Pietryla says, “I am well aware that all students learn at their own pace and in
their own way. It is my hope to give each of my students what they need to be successful.” When she’s
not teaching, she enjoys reading and spending time with her family. She has a lot of cousins and they like
to cook, swim and hang out together.
Ms. Brooke Holsinger, Instructional Aide, Mrs. Foley’s Kindergarten Classroom
Ms. Holsinger is excited for the year ahead at St. Barnabas! She is new to the field of
education, but has always wanted to work with children. She is happy to be here and
looks forward to a great year in kindergarten.
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VIRTUS Training at St. Barnabas Thursday, October 17
There is a Virtus Training at St. Barnabas coming up October 17 from 7 pm to 10 pm in the
church hall. Parents who haven’t completed this one-time training must do so and register through
virtusonline.org before being eligible to volunteer for school events, including FSA, field trips, etc.
If you’re unable to make this date, trainings are offered across Chicago throughout the year.
Click here and scroll to find St. Barnabas to register or find out more information.

Grand Prize

$50,000
2nd Prize

$20,000

More Reasons to Give.
More Chances to Win.
Only 2,000 tickets sold!
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3rd Prize

$10,000

Raffle

Early Bird Drawings

Back to School Night
Thursday, September 5th

H
SELLER Prizes:
$5,000 for seller of
Grand Prize ticket;
$2,500 raffle for 10+
ticket sellers
TO PURCHASE TICKETS...
• Visit www.stbarnabasparish.org

2019

Looking to sell a block of 5 or more tickets
and become eligible for $5,000 Seller Prize?
Contact one of our Ticket Captains:
Colleen Bilecki: colleenhalvey@hotmail.com
Bonnie Flannery: bonnieflannery@att.net
Theresa Lakawitch: tlakawitch@aol.com

SHORTER
TIMELINE!
Don’t Delay,
Get Your Tickets
Today!

Drawing at Fall Family Fest

Saturday, September 28th
Winner need not be present

• Call 773.445.7711
• Mail the form below to the rectory
OR drop it in the Sunday collection.
Ticket stubs will be mailed to you.
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NAME__________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________

Raffle

CITY____________________________ STATE________ ZIP______________________
PHONE_________________________________________________________________

EMAIL__________________________________________________________________

PLEASE SEND ME _________ TICKETS @ $100 EACH
Make checks payable to St. Barnabas.
Mail to: St. Barnabas
10134 S. Longwood Drive,
Chicago, IL 60643

Order Spirit Wear Today!
St. Barnabas School Community:
Spirit Wear sales are going on NOW through Labor Day (Monday, September 2)! Order now to get your
spirit wear in time for Homecoming on September 14!
Click here to see our Spirit Wear offerings.

JOIN THE ST. BARNABAS CHILDREN’S CHOIR
2019-20 SEASON
Dear Students and Parents,
Music is an exciting and fulfilling ministry with the power to express what words cannot. Music touches the
soul, heals the heart and enhances our prayer and worship. The beautiful sound of children’s voices raised in
song in praise of God is a very uplifting and moving experience. We would like to continue expanding our full,
vibrant and energetic children’s choir at St. Barnabas to further enhance our liturgies.
Any student, in grades 3-8 in Fall of 2019, is invited to join the St. Barnabas Children’s Choir. Rehearsals will
be held every Wednesday from 3:00 – 4:30 pm in the church beginning on Wednesday, September 4, 2019.
As the Choir continues to grow we will be able to build on the foundation we have set by doing more work
with the Orff xylophones, hand bells and by adding more challenging music to our repertoire. The Children’s
Choir will lead the music at various liturgies from September through May. A detailed schedule will be
distributed at a later date.
Anyone who loves to sing is encouraged to join us in this fun, exciting and fulfilling ministry. It is a wonderful
opportunity for the young members of our faith community to learn more about their faith and to serve both
God and our parish. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.
Joyfully,
Kitty Ryan
773-779-1166 ext. 226
ktryan@stbarnabasparish.org

NAME: ______________________________________________________________
SCHOOL: _________________________________________GRADE______(Fall 2019) RM_____
MOTHER’S NAME: ___________________

FATHER’S NAME:_________________________

HOME ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________
_______________________________ZIPCODE________________
HOME PHONE: _________________________________________________________
MOTHER’S CELL PHONE:________________________________________________
FATHER’S CELL PHONE: ________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS YOU CHECK REGULARLY____________________________________________
PLEASE RETURN TO RECTORY ATTN: KITTY RYAN

New Eucharistic Minister Training
Saturday, September 21, 2019
St. Barnabas Church Hall
9:00am-12:30 pm

Anyone interested in serving the faith community of St. Barnabas as a Eucharistic Minister is
invited to attend Initial Training for New Eucharistic Ministers. This one session training
program includes prayer, reflection and praxis where participants will explore what it means
to be an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist in the 21st century. Training to cover the
specifics of being a Minister of the Eucharist at our parish will be included.

To register for the training, please contact:
Kitty Ryan at 773-779-1166 ext. 226
ktryan@stbarnabasparish.org

