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Triangle Tech Provides FREE Tours

On March 1st twelve 9th grade students traveled to Triangle Tech in Greensburg to tour their facilities and learn
more about the postsecondary training programs available there. Triangle Tech reps provided the transportation
to and from the tour, gave a complete tour of each of their program areas, and provided lunch for all students.
Students were able to tour and meet instructors in Welding, ReVAC, and Electrical shop areas. Students also
heard from the Career Counselor and Financial Aid Counselor regarding the services they provide for students.
Some of the students are excited about the opportunity to audit a class for free during the summer time months.
One of the students plans to spend time in the Welding progam area at Triangle Tech over the summer. The
highlight of the tour was seeing Homer grad, Dalton Kirkwood (pictured below). Dalton is finishing up his
Associates Degree in the Electrical program. The instructor in that program area reported that recent Triangle
Tech grads in the Electrical program are making a beginning salary of $67,000 per year.
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Homer Students Find CHEER from Helping Others

We’re so proud of Taylor Palmer and Gabrielle Page! Both girls volunteer their time to help Coach the Special
Needs All-Star Cheerleading Squad at Cheer Trixx in Indiana, PA. Taylor, a Senior, plans to major in Speech
Pathology next year. Her career goal includes working with deaf and hard of hearing children. Gabrielle, a
seventh grader, has future aspirations to serve in a helping profession as well. The girls absolutely love their
cheerleaders. Both of there are filled with happy cheer when they talk about how proud they are of their squad!
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Student Council and Interact Club Join Forces to Support the Homeless!
Homeless Awareness week was February 13th-17th. Homer-Center’s Student Council and Interact Clubs
worked together to collect over 500 items for the Homeless. Homer-Center Junior and Senior High homerooms
collected non-perishable foods, toiletries, socks and under garments which were donated to ARIN IU 28. These
items will be distributed to those in need in county. The top 3 homerooms received a sweet treat for their
collection efforts. More than 2/3 of the students chose to donate back their treat, and give money to the
Homeless Veteran’s in our community.
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Video Challenge
A team of Homer-Center media students has accepted theTeenDrive365 Video Challenge. Students were
tasked with creating a 30-60 second video for their fellow teen drivers that highlights the importance of safe
teen driving. The contest is sponsored by Toyota and Discovery Education and prizes are awarded for a
multitude of categories. The grand prize is $15,000 and a professional video shoot with the Discovery film
crew. Juniors Stephen Plowcha and Matt Smith have been working on an exciting video premise that centers on
a game show that takes place as the teen is driving (cue cheesy gameshow music and announcer). Plowcha and
Smith experimented with a different video editing technique to create live moving video using a parked car.
The students wrapped a car in a green screen and then will Chromakey their video into the windows to make the
car look as if it is moving. It’s exciting to see their creativity and their use of technology to make this project
happen. We’ll keep you posted on the results of the contest!
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Visit from the Lt. Governor
The Homer-Center Media program was proud to host Lt. Gov. Mike Stack in the media studio on Monday,
February 27. Lt. Gov. Stack addressed the student body over the school’s media channel. Students ran the
entire production; Josh Longwell acted as Director, Morgan Nagle operated Camera, and Abby Yancy, Stephen
Plowcha, Anna Overman, Matt Smith, Ian Vilcek, and Matt Lewis were on hand to assist with production.
Students also had a chance to display some of their video production work while the Lt. Gov. was in the studio.
The students were also excited to cover the Lt. Gov.’s tour of the building. Nagle, Plowcha, and Smith each
used cameras to record the event and will be putting together a news package that highlights this important visit.
The students were excited to have an opportunity to interact with such an important political figure from our
state government.
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Transcription, Translation and Punnett Squares
Ms. Korey Dailey from IUP is currently student teaching Biology with Mrs. Adams. She prepared a fun
activity to review the steps of protein synthesis, outside, on a sunny 70F Friday. The students had different
roles as mRNA, codons, ribosomes and amino acids. Each played their part, to see the “big picture” of protein
synthesis, which is a very abstract concept.

Ms. Dailey also worked with students on Punnett squares and the transmission of traits from parents to
offspring. To illustrate how traits are passed down, students used chalk to write on the desk. Students worked
through many examples of Punnett Squares, and enjoyed the unique approach to the topic.
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Quizlet Live
Chris Yurky conducted one of the breakout sessions at the Techworking Showcase organized by Blairsville
Saltsburg School District at Chestnut Ridge. Quizlet is one of the free online assessment tools available to
teachers. Teachers create study sets for students to use - both in and out of class. The app allows students to
study content in a variety of methods. One of the new features of the website is a team based competition. Ms.
Yurky created an activity called "Great Minds in History" that utilized people across many disciplines,
including math, science, english, music and history. The 25 participants then worked together to identify the
great minds. Demonstrating an activity is often the best way to showcase its ability to be utilized. Her goal was
to give teachers the confidence to use the app in their own classrooms.

Jump Rope for Heart
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The Homer-Center Elementary was able to raise $7,466.00 for the American Heart Association with their
annual Jump Rope for Heart event. In 10 years HCES has raised over $83,000.00 for the AHA.

Current and Future Wildcats participated in the annual Homer-Center baseball Hitting Clinic. It was
held Saturday March 4th and 11th in the elementary gym. The Varsity baseball team used this opportunity to
share their baseball knowledge with the future of the program and to raise money for their upcoming season.
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Living in Greece: Guest Speaker
Over the past few weeks, Mr. Hall’s 7th graders have been studying Ancient Greece. During the recent CDT
testing week, Mr. Hall invited junior Mikayla Dokos to his class to share about her childhood and early teenage
years growing up in Greece. The students were engaged as they heard Mikayla speak in Greek, share pictures
from different areas in modern-Greece, and answer a variety of questions! Mikayla would like to be a Math
teacher one day, so Mr. Hall has enjoyed providing Miss Dokos with opportunity to teach in front of a group of
students over the past two years.

Current Events Competition
The Homer-Center Current Events team participated in the Heritage Conference competition on Monday,
March 13. The hard-working team met twice a day during the two weeks leading up to the competition to
research and prepare. At the competition, the team completed a Multiple-Choice test, a Famous Faces quiz, and
created a poster on the most influential person of the past year (Our group designed their poster around
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Vladimir Putin). Overall the team ranked 4th out of the 10 teams. Mr. Hall coached the team that was made up
of Tyler Sprankle, Scott Yackuboskey, Zach Vought, and Stephen Plowcha.

Dr. Brown!
The Anatomy classes were visited by retired physician Dr. Brown on March 2nd. The students are currently
studying the circulatory system. Dr. Brown reviewed the anatomy of the heart with the students, using a
computer image/projector. He explained heart attacks, telling them about his own two (different kinds of) heart
attacks. He also explained defibrillators and passed around a model defibrillator. Dr. Brown informed the
students of risk factors for heart attacks. The students had written questions for him before he came in, and he
answered those questions and any of the others that they asked. The students enjoyed this informative visit very
much.

In addition, I would like to add that these students filled a thank-you card to Dr. Brown with the most heart-felt
thanks I have ever seen written. Statements like how he inspired them, they enjoyed his stories and knowledge,
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etc. With all the negative we hear, read and experience concerning students, it was clear validation that we have
some of the best here at Homer Center!

Health News
The senior high health class concluded their social health unit with the issue of dating abuse.
Besides online information/real cases, we had two individuals from the Alice Paul House come in and educate
them further on signs of relationship abuse and dating abuse. Students were also informed of agencies in our
area that can help (including the Alice Paul House). It was an informative and valuable resource for our
students.
The spring semester eighth grade health students are scheduled to make the trip to Blairsville’s Reality Tour this
week. We have had a great response – more to come on this venture.

