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and school
staff
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together
bring about
positive
change.
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Power of One: The Heart of Liberty
When visitors step onto the
Liberty campus, they’ll hear
staff and students talk about
the “Power of One” and see
the phrase on posters around
campus and in large letters
on the side of the gym. The
“Power of One” is part of
Liberty’s core values and
culture known as “The Patriot
Way”: Each person on
campus has the power to
make a difference in the lives
of others.
Liberty High School’s Power
of One core value developed
over the last decade,
beginning with the Safe
School Ambassadors
program, says teacher Kerri
Ussery, who helped lead the
program, which originated on
campus with former staff
member Kevin Keyes.
“The SSA is a program with
an ‘inside-out’ approach to
improving school climate,”
Ussery said. “At Liberty High
School, the SSA approach
became more than a
program. It seemed that the
idea of making this a safe,
welcoming school was
something that students and
staff alike believed in at the
core of our being.”
The SSA program led
administration to decide in
the 2012-23 school year

“what’s important to
us at LHS,” Principal
Libby Wyatt said.
“The culture at a
school is extremely
important during the
four-year journey of
high school.”
The “Power of One”
is part of the
acronym that spells
out “PRIDE” and is
found all around
campus. P is for
“Power of One,” R for
“responsibility,” I for
Assistant Principal Ron Priest, Principal Libby
“integrity,” D for
“dedication” and E is Wyatt, Assistant Principal Josh Williams
for “everyone.”
The culture that has
developed at Liberty has long
-embraced the positive
theme of “The Patriot Way”
of doing things on campus:
students and staff who do
their best to do the right
thing.
This school year, Liberty
teachers heard Jeff Eben, a
motivational speaker who
was paralyzed following an
accident at age 16. His own
football coach visited him
daily during his recovery and
asked him, “What’s your
win?” Eventually, Mr. Eben
began to have small “wins”
and went on to become an
educator and school

administrator.
Mr. Eben’s point: One person
can make a difference in one
student’s life. This year,
Liberty staff, who all have tshirts with the motto “The
Patriot Way “ on the front
and “What’s your win?” on
the back, are challenged to
ask themselves and their
students, “What’s your win?”
“What’s Your Win” posters
are also hanging in every
classroom.
The biggest win? According to
many staff members, it’s
making a difference in our
students’ lives.
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Integrity: P.R.I.D.E. Postcards for Parents

PRIDE Postcards are
a hit with parents
and students

Families like to read or hear
good things about their
students, but a lot of times
those bits of good news
don’t make it home. Last
year a simple way of
sending home good words
to parents was begun: The
Pride Card, a postcard that
teachers can fill out with
short messages and take to
Liberty’s Dean’s Office to
be mailed home.
According to new Dean of
Students Kari Palacios,

approximately 10 postcards
are being mailed to
students’ parents or
guardians weekly to offer
praise for work well-done,
progress in class, being
focused on work, or to
provide an example of
when a student showed
integrity on campus.
Teachers can also give
students dark blue
wristbands with the Liberty
Patriot symbol and the
words “Patriot P.R.I.D.E.”

Soon to come are Patriot
Way tickets that any staff
member can hand out to
students to redeem for a
snack in the dean’s office,
or put in a drawing or hold
onto for a Patriot Friday
celebration, which will
include special prizes and
gift cards. “The P.R.I.D.E.
postcards and the Patriot
Way tickets reinforce our
core values we see every
day on our campus,” the
dean said.

Everyone: Senior Sunrise Opens Year

Pats’ Stats
2,118: LHS enrollment

Senior Sunrise is a Liberty
High School tradition of
many years, designed to
open the school year for
the seniors. They gathered
on Sept. 13 for breakfast in
the school quad and the
release of balloons to
symbolize their “launch”
into the last year of high
school.
The Senior Sunset on April
24 will show the full circle

86: Teachers /counselors

4: New teachers

55: Classified staff

200: New library books

1,284: Chrome Books

604: Students with perfect

of the senior year, as
seniors will meet again
shortly before graduation
on the football field for an
evening of movies and
food. Like the song
“Sunrise, Sunset,” the final
gathering on the field has a
bittersweet tone as
students prepare to leave
their alma mater at
graduation at 7:30 p.m.
May 31.

Seniors having fun at Senior Sunrise

Everyone: Ice Cream Treats For All

attendance in Quarter 1

On the second day of
school, Liberty’s ASB
sponsored a giant ice
cream party, in which cups
of Ben and Jerry’s ice cream
were handed out to every
student and staff member
who came to the quad
during lunch.

“We wanted to
do something
nice for
everyone,”
Activities Director
Brooke Slayton
said. Six different
flavors were
distributed.
Callahan Wilson, Garrett Hooper, Jaden Phalen
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Power of One: Wounded Warrior fundraiser
Liberty High School students have
held school-wide fundraisers for
worthy organizations since the
2014-15 school year. This year’s
beneficiary organization is the
Wounded Warrior Project and is
called Patriots United for a Cause.
The projects started when students
raised $2,500 to send a World War
II veteran to Washington, D.C., as
part of the Kern County Honor
Flight. In 2015-16, students raised
$3,000 to partner with the Make-AWish Foundation send a young girl
and her family to Disneyland. Last

school year, a fundraising drive for
M.A.R.E. raised $3,500 and a
partnership with Bakersfield Well
and Pump that contributed $30,000
in repairs to the group’s agricultural
well. According to owner John
Zimmerer, “Bakersfield Well and
Pump saw what a good cause they
stand for and it is our way to help
them with the cause. It would not
have happened without you and
everyone from Liberty that made us
aware of this great cause.”
This year, LHS student fundraisers
for the Wounded Warrior Project

begin with donation drives at the
home volleyball game Oct. 24 and
home football game Nov. 3. There
will be a second period coin drive
in January and the Winter Rally will
highlight the organization. To
donate directly online, visit https://
fundraise.woundedwarriorproject.o
rg/rtt/Fundraising/individual/Patriots
-United-for-a-Cause1
The Wounded Warrior Project
serves veterans and service
members who incurred a physical
or mental injury related to military
service on or after Sept. 11, 2001.

Responsibility: Perfect Attendance Donut Parties
On certain Friday mornings,
Principal Libby Wyatt, Assistant
Principal Josh Williams and
Assistant Principal Ron Priest,
dressed in Liberty High School T
-shirts, roll carts of donuts
across campus to deliver to first
period classes who have
recorded 10 days of perfect
attendance. So far this school
year there have been 14 donut
parties, according to Mr.
Williams.

Sometimes the classes cheer
when the donuts from Smith’s
Bakery arrive. “It’s fun for us to
deliver donuts and see the
classes,” Mr. Williams said,
explaining that administration
likes “to go see the kids and
make sure they know it’s
important to be at school.”
No student could be tardy or
absent during first period on
those 10 days. The winning

“When
students
are in class,
learning

can
first period classes’
teachers are: Pat Abbasi,
happen.”
Ashley Bocanegra, Tara
Bula, Lean
Slayton, Navdeep
Singh, Joan
Swenson, Chris
Barron, Cassandra
Pumphrey,
Genevieve
Champness, and
Cindy Buehn.
From left, Samantha Tristan, Noel Hughes
The ASB pays for
the donut parties.

Integrity: 85 Students Donate Blood to Save Lives
Liberty students have
traditionally donated hundreds
of pints of blood a year to
Houchin Community Blood
Bank.
The first blood drive of the
school year was Sept. 21 and
110 students lined up to donate
and 85 ultimately gave blood
because not all students were

qualified to donate
A total of 85 pints of blood
were collected for use in local
hospitals. Each pint of blood
can be used for three different
life-saving medical uses.
Students say giving blood is
simple and rewarding.
Summer Anderson said that

donating was “way
easier than I thought it
would be.” And Kaitlyn
McDonnell said she was
glad to donate, saying “It
felt good to give, but the
bus was really cold.”
Liberty’s next blood
drive is on Feb. 5.

Kaitlyn McDonnell donates blood
during Liberty blood drive.
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A message from Liberty Principal Libby Wyatt:
In the 2012-2013 school year, Liberty High School
Administration and staff started the process of self-reflection
and reevaluating what was important to the school, the
students, the parents, and the community around us. Over
the next year and a half, the administration worked with all
stakeholders to identify what core values were important to
us. The outcome was P.R.I.D.E.: Power of One,
Responsibility, Integrity, Dedication, and Everyone.

Liberty High School

We continue daily to work and live by our core values.
Many of the activities and lessons on campus encompass
one or more of our core values and we want to share them
with you. We are proud of our students and the many
things they accomplish.

925 Jewetta Avenue
Phone: 661-587-0925
Fax: 661-587-1299

That's the Patriot Way!

For future quarterly editions of the Liberty Newsletter, and
announcements of important events, please join
Remind. You can join the Liberty High Remind app by texting
81010 and typing @patsremind in the message box. You will
also find future editions on the Liberty High webpage under
the “About us” tab: http://liberty.kernhigh.org

Dedication: Simply Service Club Plans to ‘Give Back’
Liberty has dozens of clubs on campus
for students to give service, enjoy
interests, or share fellowship.
One of the new clubs was formed to
“give back to our staff and community,”
according to Luke Maynard, president
of the Simply Service Club.
During lunch on Sept. 22, Luke stood
near a table in the teachers’ lounge on
which plastic cups of chilled vanilla
lemonade were arranged, ready to
serve the teachers arriving for their 5th
period lunch break. “Here you go,
senora,” he said as he handed a cup to
Spanish teacher Febe Melendez.
“Enjoy!”
Any student may join, and so far 82
have signed up for the club. “Service
clubs give students an opportunity to
focus in on something they’re really

academics, careers, or colleges, and the
rest fall into the service category.
The new president of the Simply
Service Club, who was accompanied by
club members Manraj Gill, Preston
Manning, Jacob Hardt, and Emma
Erickson, said the group expects to
have monthly service projects,
beginning in October when the
students will provide help for an event
at the Bakersfield Art Association for
the organization Under His Umbrella.

Luke Maynard handed vanilla lemonade to
new teacher Morgan Burt.

passionate about,” said Activities
Director Brooke Slayton. Mrs.
Slayton said LHS has clubs based on

Later in the fall the group plans to use
some of the money it has earned to
buy supplies to provide items to
homeless people. The vanilla lemonade
was made by club member Jacob
Hardt’s mother, Amie Hardt. The
lemonade was Mrs. Hardt’s special
recipe, tangy and sweet, with a distinct
vanilla flavor.

