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Welcome to our New and Improved Newsletter!
The Companion has been a staple publication of MSAD for over 140 years. Now, as part of
Minnesota State Academies’ increased communication efforts and to better share updates
on both of our schools, MSAD and MSAB, we are now expanding The Companion to include
a brand-new newsletter for MSAB, MSAB Chronicles. Check out MSAB Chronicles’ very first
issue on this webpage.

Do you have suggestions or ideas for either newsletter? We want to hear from you! Contact
Kim Barron, MSA Director of Communications at kim.barron@msa.state.mn.us.

If you’d prefer to receive electronic copies rather than print copies, please let us know .

On the Cover:

Photo: MSAB community members participate in White Cane Day.
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MSA Board of Directors
The MSA Board is the governing body for the Minnesota State Academies, overseeing two
campuses – the Minnesota State Academy for the Deaf and the Minnesota State Academy for the
Blind, both of which are located in Faribault. Our board is composed of seven voting members.
Voting members are appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of the senate.
Members of the board are selected based on criteria established by state statutes. In addition,
the vice chairs of the MSAB and MSAD Site Councils serve as ex-officio members of the Board.
For more information, visit www.msa.state.mn.us.

Dr. Martin Duncan
Chair
Superintendent Member

Sonny Wasilowski
Office of Business Affairs
Member of the Deaf Community

Alex Caddy
Vice Chair
Member of the General Public
with Business, Administrative or

Kristin Oien
Appointing Authority
Commissioner of Education

Jan Bailey
Member of the Blind Community

Oluwagbenga Ogungbe

Nicole Halabi

Member of the General Public with Business,
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Special Education Director Member

MSA Superintendent’s Corner
Greetings from the superintendent’s office!
The 2018-2019 school year has been off to a great start – Last
August, our board approved our new Vision and Mission –Our new
vision is “MSA empowers every student to Achieve, Care, and
Thrive in an ever-changing world”; and our new mission is “MSA
provides a rigorous, student-centered educational program in a fully
accessible, language-rich environment to maximize each student’s
full potential. Additionally, MSA provides statewide resources and
professional expertise to parents, families, partners, and educational
programs in Minnesota”. I’ve been seeing our new vision/mission put
into practice everywhere on our campuses and our staff have been
working hard to ensure high quality educational experiences for our
students, both in and out of the classroom.
I’d like to take this opportunity to recap a few highlights of this academic year. We began the
school year with new leadership at MSA with Brittany Thomforde as our new Director of Student
Support Services and Bridget Buckingham as our new Director of Human Resources. They have
brought a fresh perspective to our programs and practices, working with our administrators to enhance
our school and improving our services. Please join me in welcoming Ms. Thomforde and Ms.
Buckingham as well as our new staff members who have joined us since last June. They have
brought energy and enthusiasm to our programs and I look forward to activities that have been
planned for the rest of the school year.
Another highlight of this school year was the establishment of our guiding beliefs and our 5year strategic plan. Ms. Jane Mulholland and Dr. Ronald Stern, both former superintendents of
residential schools, came to our campuses three times between May and September and helped us
form a new roadmap for MSA – gathering information from our students, parents/families, staff,
alumni, and other stakeholders; guiding our discussion of data that we received; and helping shape
our information into 5 goal areas. Those goal areas are: Instruction and Assessment; School Climate;
Student Life; Statewide Visibility; and Transition. Under each goal area, we’ve developed
specific objectives and action steps. In our October board meeting, our new guiding beliefs and
strategic plan was approved and we are now forming committees for each goal area to develop
timelines and implementation steps for our plan. We will also be hosting meetings in different parts
of the state to share information about our new vision, mission, guiding beliefs, and strategic plan
with our stakeholders. Our entire plan is now posted on our website for your review. We are now
working to establish leadership and committees to begin our work towards our goals for this
year. Annual reports will be shared with the community every June to share our progress and updated
action steps for the following year.
In closing, I’d like to share one of my favorite quotes...”Success is a ladder – it cannot be
climbed with your hands in your pockets”. I look forward to working together with everyone to reach
our goals as a school and helping our students to Achieve, Care, and Thrive!

Terrence (Terry) Wilding, Superintendent
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Spotlight on MSA
MSA Named Best of B3 in Energy Conservation
Best of B3 Benchmarking
At the fourth annual Best of B3 Recognition
Luncheon in Minneapolis in October,
Minnesota State Academies (MSA) was
recognized for its leadership in improving
sustainability and conserving energy. As a
finalist in the Best of B3 Benchmarking—State
Agency category, MSA was chosen over the
Minnesota Department of Education and the
Minnesota Department of Transportation.

energy-efficient features and replacing older
equipment were just a few of the approaches.
However, the responsibility doesn’t lie solely
on the shoulders of the physical plant staff.
Funding from the Legislature for the State
Academies has also provided opportunities to
make these modifications and updates.
In addition, Wilding told the Faribault Daily
News, students and staff are encouraged to take
measures in conserving energy, which “are a daily
part of our instruction with our students.”

Energy-Efficient Facilities
According to www.b3mn.org, the State of
Minnesota requires 70% more energy-efficient
facilities as part of its goal to have all of our
state buildings and construction carbon-neutral
by the year 2030.
The Minnesota State Academy for the Blind
(MSAB) and the Minnesota State Academy for
the Deaf (MSAD) have a combined total of 19
buildings on both campuses, consisting of over
400,000 square feet of facilities. Despite the age
of several of the historical buildings on campus,
MSA has managed to conserve energy. “Using
their building automation system to control
schedules and monitor equipment vitals, the
organization achieved an energy use intensity
that is 21% lower than the code-based
benchmark, a 9% reduction from the previous
year,” stated Best of B3 in a press release.
Energy Conservation Approaches
In an interview with the Faribault Daily News
on November 2, MSA Superintendent Wilding
recognized the accomplishments of the MSA
physical plant staff, led by physical plant
director Randy Dirks. Updating facilities with

Physical Plant director Randy Dirks with the Best of B3 award
plaque. Photo credit: Samuel Gillespie.

MSAB Director’s Corner
I trust you are enjoying the fall with your family and all of the activities that
fall in Minnesota brings. It has been a busy start to the new school year and I
wanted to update you on what is happening at the Minnesota State Academy
for the Blind.
There have been a few changes with the start of the school year
activities. There are two in particular that I would like to point out. First, we
moved the registration time for the beginning of the school year to a week
before school started instead of the day of move in for residential
students. This allowed for additional time to receive and double check the
paperwork for your student before the start of school. It also streamlined the
move in time for residential students.
The second change that I would like to highlight is the addition of parent/
teacher conferences in October. We will also be doing this in the spring so look for information on the
next parent/teacher conferences the early part of second semester. The feedback that we received on the
conferences was very positive and we look forward to doing them in the spring.
In early October, our boys track team competed at the NCASB (North Central Association of Schools for
the Blind) conference championships. With three competitors, they placed fourth in the conference.
Congratulations to Max Hoflock, Levi Welsch, and Georgs Barda and their coaches Stacy Akemann and
Meghan Needham on their accomplishment!
Also in October, MSAB participated in the White Cane Awareness Day at the Minnesota State Capitol in
St. Paul. Even though it was a cool, blustery day for the walk, the day was a great success. About 100
student and staff from MSAB participated in the White Cane Day activities in St. Paul.
November 1st – 4th, the MSAB goalball team participated in the NCASB conference championships in St.
Louis, Missouri at the Missouri School for the Blind. This event usually has 10 to 12 other schools
competing.
The winter program performances were held on December 13 and 14. This year's MSAB winter program
was "The Nutcracker."
We want to continue to keep you informed on what is happening here at MSAB. We will do this through
newsletters, the MSAB facebook page ( www.facebook.com/pages/Minnesota-State-Academy-for-theBlind/190000194387107 ) and on the MSAB web site – http://msab.msa.state.mn.us/
Your feedback is important as we work together for the best possible for your child. I welcome hearing
from you (507/384-6701) or john.davis@msa.state.mn.us.
Sincerely,
John Davis
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Community News
MSAB Students Visit U of M Marching Band
Contributed by Rocky Hart, MSAB sophomore
On the afternoon of Thursday, September 27, 2018,
several students and staff from the Minnesota State
Academy for the Blind, (MSAB) gathered at TCF Bank
Stadium at the University of Minnesota. No, we were
not there to watch a Gophers game or a musical or play.
No, we weren’t there to persuade the University to admit
one of our students or to explore the course catalog. We
were there for something much more interesting. On this
fall afternoon, we attended a rehearsal of the
University’s marching band. This was no ordinary
practice, however.
Members of the Marching band allowed our students to
experiment with their instruments. All musical gadgetry
was available to check out for anyone who was curious.
Some wore the tuba, while others had a chance to hear
or play the trumpet, saxophone, and drums set. This is
the second time students from MSAB traveled to the
campus, and it is almost certain not to be the last.
The event couldn’t have been possible without the help
of Betsy McCann, the director of the marching band,
and Jennifer Pelletier, the music therapist here at
MSAB. Together, they organized an evening of
entertainment, curiosity, and fun for all.
Some of the students involved in the marching band
were also majoring in music therapy, which allowed for
networking opportunities with our students. This event
gained attention, as reporters from KSTP and WCCO
were present and interviewed a couple of our students,
and an article was written about our trip in the Faribault
Daily News.
Oh, and one other person attended. Ian Moon, an
alumnus from MSAB, came to visit. Moon is currently a
student at the University, and he couldn’t be more
pleased to visit with the school he once attended.
Top photo: MSAB student Rocky Hart tries out a tuba on
the turf of the University of Minnesota TCF Bank
Stadium.
Bottom photo: MSAB students interact with the
University of Minnesota marching band members.

The University of Minnesota marching band trip was an
experience I am sure some will consider unforgettable,
and it is very likely that this will soon become an MSAB
tradition. Who knows, MSAB may be able to form our
own marching band just as successful, if not more so,
than the one we witnessed at the University!!!

Academics
Founder of ZIVIX Brainstorms With MSAB Students
Contributed by Jennifer Pelletier, music therapist

In October, Dan Sullivan, Founder and
Chief Technology Officer of ZIVIX visited
during our recording studio hour.
Dan's company is based out of
Minneapolis where they design music
technology like the AirJamz, Jamstik and
other Bluetooth interactive music devices.
ZIVIX, an award-winning company, has
patented music technology which aligns
with the company goal of making music
more accessible to learn and to play. In
2018, ZIVIX has committed to donating
1% of the proceeds from the sales of their
products to the National Association of
Music Merchants (NAMM) Foundation, to
ensure “music education stays both
relevant and accessible,” according to
ZIVIX’s website.

Dan Sullivan, ZIVIX founder and Chief Technology Officer, speaks with
MSAB students about his company and its interactive music devices.

For instance, the Jamstik is a guitar
instruction tool that comes with apps and
software. The AirJamz is an app-enabled,
Bluetooth powered guitar pick When
paired with a smartphone, the pick will
make music as you start strumming.
Dan talked a bit about his designs as
well as music, technology, and the
engineering process.
Students had a chance to brainstorm
what they'd like to have in an "ideal"
interactive instrument design. We are
grateful to Dan for visiting and for the
AirJamz picks he gifted to us!

A sampling of ZIVIX’s products: the Jamstik, a guitar instruction tool,
and the AirJamz, a Bluetooth-powered guitar pick.
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White Cane Day

Participants in White Cane Safety Awareness Day walking the route along the State Capitol building.

Community Comes Together on White Cane Day
On Thursday, October 11, MSAB students, staff,
families and friends traveled to the Minnesota State
Capitol building in St. Paul to celebrate the annual
White Cane Safety Awareness Day (also known as
White Cane Day).
The mission of White Cane Day is to educate the
world about the White Cane Law, as well as
blindness and how people with blindness, visual
impairments and deaf-blindness can live and work
independently while giving back to their
communities, to celebrate the abilities and successes
achieved and to honor the many contributions made
by people with blindness, visual impairments and
deaf-blindness.
Participants converged in the State Capitol
rotunda hall for a brief program. Speakers included
dignitaries such as Minnesota State Representative
Brian Daniels, State Senator John Jasinski, Dan

Wenzel, Executive Director of Blind Inc., and Ryan
Strunk, president of the National Federation of the
Blind of Minnesota.
Beginning with an introduction from MSAB
Director John Davis and remarks from MSA
Superintendent Terry Wilding as well as Kristin
Oien, Minnesota Department of Education
Specialist for the Blind/Visually program, the
speeches covered the history behind White Cane
Day, its significance, and a proclamation.
The MSAB student choir, led by music therapist
Jennifer Pelletier, sang a rousing song. Participants
then filed out the building to walk a mile-long route
along the State Capitol grounds.
It was a chilly October morning (with a few
snowflakes here and there), but the fall foliage was
at peak, and the camaraderie kept everyone warm.

An overhead view of White Cane Day participants gathering in
the State Capitol rotunda hall just before the program began.

The MSAB student choir singing for the audience.

Walkers (including MSAB Director, John Davis, on the right) enjoying the beautiful fall foliage.

Minnesota State Senator John Jasinski addresses the crowd as
MSA interpreter Amy Amundsen interprets.

A trio of MSAB students with white canes, bundled up in winter
coats, are huddling close to stay warm during the brisk walk.

MSA Superintendent Wilding, MSA interpreter Nettie Peters
and Kyle Hanneman are staffing the water station, located at
the mid-point of the walk.
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Extracurricular Activities
MSAB Track and Field Team Travels to Ohio
Contributed by Georgs Barda, MSAB senior
This was my second year in the school’s track and field
team. My first year, we had a larger team but we weren’t
as good. We scored always somewhere in the middle,
never reaching the top three.
However this year, I was proud to be on the Minnesota
team. We were small but deadly; we won almost in every
discipline where we participated. I believe that this is our
year, not only in track and field but also in goal ball and
wrestling. We worked hard to accomplish what we have,
and we are still working. Thanks to our coaches and fans
who cheered us on. We are proud to be Gophers. And also
those snazzy, new uniforms help to boost our self
confidence walking between those other teams.
Contributed by Max Hoflock, MSAB junior
2018 has been a life changing year for me. 12 months is
a short time, but in that I've seen and accomplished so
much more than I thought I was capable of. One of these
accomplishments was track. Don’t get me wrong, I've done
it before, but not to this extent. The last time I was in a
meet, I had to forfeit because I pushed myself too hard and
pulled a muscle in my back which still hurts today. This
year, I was finally ready to try again. This time, what I
accomplished surprised me.
Our track event occurred in Columbus, Ohio, on
September 29th. The drive was surprisingly calming except
for when certain team members absolutely NEEDED a
burger that was a 10-minute detour away. It was long, but it
added a slight tension for the game awaiting us. On the day
of the event, I was astonished to see how well put together
it was. Nice flow, everything kept going in a timely
manner, and the people running it were nice on top of it. I
participated in 3 events; 60m Dash, 400m Sprint, and Shot
Put. With enough determination, I managed to place 2nd in
the 60m and 4th in the 400m. This to me felt so wholesome
and I don’t think I've ever felt this good about myself.
Top photo: The MSAB Gophers Track Team. From left to
right: Georgs Barda, Max Hoflock, and Levi Welch.
Bottom photo: Georgs Barda participates in the shotput
event.
Photo credit: Stacy Akemann, MSAB teacher.

From the setup, to the event, to the drive home,
everything about it was so memorable. Being together with
my friends and taking names together is something that
does not simply comes to someone. These opportunities are
only there when one looks for them, and to be able to
simply say I was in track is unforgettable. Thanks to my
coaches, to my school, and everybody that formed this
event, I’m able to say that.

MSAB Goalball Finishes a Strong Season
Contributed by Scott Berglund, MSAB teacher, Ryan
Gonzales, MSAB senior, and Carl Burgess, MSAB
freshman
The MSAB Goalball team had a strong
season. Max Hoflock, 11th grade, and Georgs Barda,
12th grade, were interviewed about their season.
Hoflock explained the sport for us: “Goalball is
similar to the (video) game of Pong.” He explained
that all players are blind or blindfolded. One team
rolls the ball to the end line to score points, while the
other team blocks the ball with their hands, arms and
bodies to protect their end line.
Hoflock and Barda were joined on 2 out-of-state
trips by teammates Levi Welsh (8th grade) and Riley
Christensen (7th grade). First, Hoflock stated, the
team got to travel to Chicago for a multi-state
competition. MSAB team members played against
students from other schools for the blind in
Wisconsin, Illinois, and Indiana. On the second trip,
the team traveled to St. Louis, Missouri. Barda
added that on the second trip they beat a team from
Kansas, and also played students from Iowa. All of
the games were very close. The MSAB Gophers
ended their goalball season with a 4-4 record.
The students had to sleep in the gym and had
adventures like sleeping with snoring classmates, or
putting up with friends who scared each other silly
in the night.
Barda shared a funny story from this second trip,
which was also related to sleeping on the road. One
teammate fell asleep listening to an audiobook, his
audio book player ended up reading an entire user
manual that played out loud for the whole team to
hear all night long!
And, according to Hoflock, they won’t soon
forget eating a whole bucket of KFC chicken
together!

Top photo: Georgs Barda rolling the ball.
Bottom photo: Max Hoflock, left, and Levi Welch, right,
defending their team goal line.
Photo credit: Kyle Murphy, MSAB teacher.
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Alumni Profile
MSAB Alumnus Tom Otley Reminisces With Students
Contributed by Jennifer Pelletier, music therapist
In November, MSA was contacted by the brother
of former student Tom Otley. Otley was 84 years old
and had recently been mentioning his days at
MSAB, where he had learned to play the piano.
Otley’s brother asked if they could visit the MSAB
campus to see all of the changes and to reminisce
about the time he was a student., back in the 1940’s.
A visit was quickly arranged, and accompanied
by his brother and a friend, Otley was able to visit
his beloved school. Otley, a skilled pianist and
organ player, had learned to play the piano at
MSAB.
During his time at MSAB (then known as the
Minnesota Braille and Sight Saving School), Otley
played the pipe organ when the school had one (and
apparently got in trouble for playing "boogie
woogie" music on it!). Otley also talked about the
days when students learned piano tuning and made
fish nets.
While visiting, he stopped at three different
pianos to play his stride versions of old time music,
completely content playing for students or anyone
who happened to be there. Tom also stopped in the
recording studio where we captured some great
excerpts of his music.
Tom had been dealing with a host of health
issues, and sadly he passed away the following
week.
He certainly graced us with his beautiful music
and interesting stories, and we are grateful that his
family made sure he got to visit MSAB one last
time.
Top photo: MSAB alumnus Tom Otley plays the piano as
four MSAB students listen.
Bottom photo: Otley making music in the MSAB
recording studio.
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