AAJHS
this issue
March:

March 1 No School for Students
March 1 Spring Musical Alice in
Wonderland Jr. 7:00
March 2 Spring Musical Alice in
Wonderland Jr. 7:00
March 11/12 County Chorus
March 28 Locker Cleanout
March 29 End Marking Period 3
March 29 Jason Marshall Grade
Level Assemblies
April 3 Report Cards Go Home
April 12 NJHS Mini-Thon 5:00 –
9:00
April 16 AAJHS Jazz Band Concert 7:30
April 19 No School
April 22 School Day (Snow
make-up)
April 24 ELA PSSA Test Grades
7 and 8
April 25 ELA PSSA Test Grades
7 and 8
April 26 ELA PSSA Test Grades
7 and 8
April 29 Ninth Grade Awards
Ceremony 6:00
April 30 PSSA Math Test Grade
7 and 8
April 30 Eighth Grade Awards
Ceremony 6:00
May 1 PSSA Math Test Grade 7
and 8
May 2 PSSA Science Test Grade
8
May 3 PSSA Science Test Grade
8
May 3 Seventh Grade Awards
Ceremony 12:00
May 3 Choral and Vocal Ensemble Concert 7:30 at High School
Auditorium
May 7 AAJHS Band Concert
7:30
May 14 Seventh Grade Chorus
and Orchestra Concert 7:30
May 21 Orchestra Concert 7:30
May 29 8th and 9th grade trip to
Hershey Park
May 30 7th grade trip to Kennywood

From the Principal
Parents/Parents/Guardians:
As I am sure you have heard our teachers and students have been preparing for the upcoming
Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA). All school districts and charter schools
are required to participate in the assessments. Groups of educators from all levels of education
in Pennsylvania chose the areas of knowledge upon which our students are assessed. The
groups of educators include teachers, supervisors, curriculum directors, and college specialists.
You may review the assessment by making arrangements with your child’s grade level principal
once the assessments arrive at the school. Confidentiality agreements must be signed, and no
copies of the assessment or notes of the assessment items will be permitted to leave the school.
Our classroom teachers will be administering the tests to your child during the following schedule. English Language Arts from April 24 through 26 for seventh and eighth grade students,
Mathematics from April 30 and May 1 for seventh and eighth grade students and Science on
May 2 and 3 for eighth grade students only. Each day the students will test for approximately
one hour.
Here are some tips for Standardized Test Success. Post the test schedule on your refrigerator
so she’ll know the dates she will be tested in each subject. Encourage your child to pay close
attention to directions; he may be asked to show his work on a math problem or select two answers on a multiple choice question. Even if the test is not timed, she should work steadily and
avoid spending too much time on a single item so she does not get frustrated; when finished go
back to skipped questions and double check her work. Please make sure your child gets a good
night sleep the night before each exam and has a nutritious breakfast the morning of the test
days. Lastly, encourage your child to do his/her best and be in school and on time everyday of
the exams.
As always, working together we can make junior high a great experience for your child!
Sincerely,
Lori H. Mangan
Principal

Counselor’s Corner
At the beginning of February, all AAJHS students attended an assembly to
learn about Safe2Say Something, a new anonymous reporting system.
Safe2Say Something is a youth violence prevention program run by the
Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General. It is an anonymous reporting
system that teaches youth and adults how to recognize warning signs and
signals, especially within social media, from individuals who may be a
threat to themselves or others and to “Say Something” BEFORE it is too
late.
We ask you to encourage your children to look for the signs and signals
and report any safety concerns that could prevent violence or tragedies.
Remember, “Say Something” BEFORE it is too late.

Science Department
In Mr. McCollough’s 8th grade science class students explored speed, velocity, acceleration, and Newton’s laws of motion in the physics unit.
Many activities and experiments were performed to explore these concepts. The most memorable of these activities was making balloon cars
which the students constructed to demonstrate Newton’s 3rd law of motion. Students had a great time racing these cars and applying what they
learned.

Students in Mr. Neatrour's class participated in the Egg Lander
challenge. This was a STEM activity that incorporated concepts in math
and physics to create a landing device similar to a space probe lander.

Science Department
Mrs. Dodge's CBL 7th graders are in the process of experiments, data collection and data analysis for a science fair. There are a variety of projects
such as: use of a shake flashlight, affects of ellipsoidal color gels on temperature, rising agents in bread, impact of yoga on mood, affect of color
on taste bud accuracy, development of a electronic hand to grab things,
which crustacean shell can withstand the greatest weight, coding different
narratives / games, testing the impact of game play on blood pressure, the
affect of game play coupled with music on math quizzes, many different
plant experiments and measurement of bacterial growth from common areas in the school to name a few.

