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A ME SSAG E FROM THE SU P E R IN T E N D E N T

I

DEAR RESIDENTS:
t’s time to celebrate yet another

clubs, and dedicated service to the community, our students are highly

successful school year, and I am pleased

engaged. Teachers are focused on building opportunities for learning

to report that it has been a great year for

that tap into the personal interests and passions of our students. Within

our Grandview Heights Schools Bobcats!

the pages of this newsletter, you will see how our students are achieving
at high levels and are extending their opportunities to learn and grow.

Grandview Heights Schools has received
both national and state accolades for student

A highlight of the 2018-2019 school year is surely to include when, in

achievement. According to the latest U.S. News

November, our community came together to support Issue 6 for our

& World Report High School Rankings, Grandview Heights High School

Grandview Heights Schools. Your support will enable our school district

has moved up 285 places to 446 in national rankings and is ranked 18th

to make much needed safety, security, ADA upgrades, and comprehensive

in Ohio. Our latest Performance Index (PI) score of 106.3 is the highest

improvements to our learning spaces. Thank you!

score since the development of the new state report card format and is
the highest PI score of the 16 school districts in Franklin County as well

The school district has now entered into the design phase of the Facilities

as the highest of the 608 school districts in Ohio.

Master Plan. On Wednesday, August 21, at 7 p.m. or Thursday, August 22,

On May 26, the Class of 2019 graduated 72 students. In April, the high

building plan. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend!

school hosted its annual Academic Signing Day, where we celebrated
our graduating seniors who received over $10 million in college
scholarship offers. That number tops the Class of 2018’s $9.6 million in
scholarship offers. We wish them the best as they move on to the next
stages in their life and are confident that the learning they received at
Grandview Heights Schools will prepare them for the future.

at 9 a.m. we will be hosting the fourth community wide meeting on the

Thank you for your unwavering support as we celebrate another successful
school year. Have a safe and enjoyable summer. We look forward to
welcoming our students back on August 14.
Sincerely,

Our research-based learning attributes are based on the skills and
knowledge needed for our students to succeed in college and the
modern workforce. Those attributes are reflected in everything we do at
Grandview Heights Schools. Through athletics, the arts, extracurricular

Andrew K. Culp
Superintendent

B

efore the Class of 2019 walked across the stage on
May 26, they took one last stroll through the school
buildings to reminisce and thank the teachers and
staff who have helped them along the way. The Senior

Walk begins in the student and staff-lined hallways at Stevenson
Elementary and concludes on Anderson Field at Bobcat Stadium
where seniors share reflections and release a balloon.
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Grandview Heights
High School Climbs Ranks
Moves Up 285 Places to 446 in National Rankings,
Now Ranks 18th in Ohio

G

randview Heights High School (GHHS) was again among the
top high schools in both Ohio and the nation, according to
U.S. News & World Report. Grandview Heights High School
moved up significantly on the list since last year. GHHS is

ranked 446 this year compared to 731 in the United States last year, and
moved from 27 last year up to 18 this year in the state of Ohio.

The 2019 Best High Schools rankings evaluate schools based on six factors:

I

college readiness, reading and math proficiency, reading and math

learned to their classmates. Topics ranged from exploring French and

performance, underserved student performance, college curriculum breadth,

Quebecois sign language to using French terms when playing the game

and graduation rates.

Mancala. Students then celebrated the end of the school year by making

“We are proud of the hard work of our teachers and students,” stated GHHS
Principal Rob Brown. “At Grandview Heights High School, we offer students a
well-rounded education that is rigorous and provides students with the skills
and knowledge required to prepare them for college and careers.”

n the 8th Grade French I class, students engaged in “Passion
Projects” whereby they explored an area of personal interest in
relation to the francophone world and interculturality. They
explored and determined a topic, learned strategies to help

visualize their thinking, and envisioned a way to present what they had

and enjoying crepes, a traditional French dish.

Students Go Global for Learning

T

his school year Grandview Heights High School students
maximized and personalized their learning via Spring Break
travel experiences to Spain, France, and Mexico.

Georgia Ryan, Courtney Jagers, and Izzy Evans
traveled with First Community Church to Tecate,
Mexico, for a week-long spring break experience
in which high school students, along with
college-age and adult leaders, build houses for
underprivileged families.

Students on the Spain trip began their journey in Malaga on the Mediterranean coast and
traveled north through Sevilla, Granada, Cordoba, Toledo, and Madrid. Walking an average
of eight miles a day, they toured cathedrals, fortresses, and the Real Madrid Stadium.

Students on the France trip toured Notre Dame, the Eiffel Tower, and the
Louvre while also finding time to enjoy natural wonders of beauty during
their stops in Paris, Chamonix, Lyon, Mount Marte, and Mount Blanc.

Facilities Planning Update: District Now in Design Development Phase

S

ince January of 2019, Grandview Heights Schools has hosted

For more information, please visit our website and click on the Facilities

several community-wide meetings to gather feedback on the

Planning tab. If you have any questions, please send an email to

design of the new and upgraded buildings. Thank you to all who

superintendent@ghcsd.org.

have attended a meeting.

Together with the guidance of our architects and construction firms, we
have completed our programming and schematic design phase. We are
now in design development, where we will be producing renderings for the
buildings including exteriors for how the buildings might look as well as
independent cost estimates to ensure projects remain on budget.
Since December, our architectural and construction firms have facilitated
workshops and meetings with staff members, students, and the community
on the initial design of our new and upgraded school facilities. We have six
community-led committees that represent all aspects of the process, from
educational to environmental to traffic flow, and building functionality. Their
job is to inform the entire process so that the final recommendations to the
Board of Education are thorough and well-rounded.
Soon, site preparation will begin for our new and renovated schools. Through
careful planning, we have established plans and protocols to ensure the
safety of our students, staff, and visitors during construction. Through
the use of fencing, access to the site will be restricted to keep community
members safe and from walking through an active construction site. The
district is committed to communicating safety information in a timely, clear,

The Tentative Construction timeline begins in summer 2019
and extends to winter 2023. All students will attend school in
our buildings during construction. There will be no need for
modular classrooms. The Edison Intermediate & Larson Middle
School Commons and Gymnasium will not be torn down until
after all construction is completed.
In summer 2019, Stevenson Elementary will possibly see ADA,
safety, and security enhancements begin. Construction on the
new 4-8 building should begin in December 2019 or January
2020. High school renovations will begin in the summer
of 2021 while ADA, safety, and security work continues at
Stevenson Elementary through the summer of 2022. In fall
2021, students will temporarily move to the new 4-8 building
while academic portions of Edison Intermediate and the
Annex are to remain in use. By winter 2023, students will
move into the new 4-8 building and students will move into
the renovated high school.

and consistent manner.

Student Building
Assignments
While this is our current
timeline and we feel confident
about our ability to remain on
time and on budget, there are
always unforeseen challenges
associated with a project of
this scale and therefore it is
possible that the timeline
could be modestly modified.
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’20-21
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CLASS OF 2022

GHHS
(Sophomore)

GHHS
(Junior)

New 4-8
(Senior)

First
Semester

Second
Semester

CLASS OF 2023

GHHS
(Freshman)

GHHS
(Sophomore)

New 4-8
(Junior)

New 4-8
(Senior)

Renovated GHHS
(Senior)

CLASS OF 2024

EILMS
(8th Grade)

GHHS
(Freshman)

New 4-8
(Sophomore)

New 4-8
(Junior)

Renovated GHHS
(Junior)

CLASS OF 2025

EILMS
(7th Grade)

EILMS
(8th Grade)

New 4-8
(Freshman)

New 4-8
(Sophomore)

Renovated GHHS
(Sophomore)

CLASS OF 2026

EILMS
(6th Grade)

EILMS
(7th Grade)

EILMS
(8th Grade)

New 4-8
(Freshman)

Renovated GHHS
(Freshman)

CLASS OF 2027

EILMS
(5th Grade)

EILMS
(6th Grade)

EILMS
(7th Grade)

EILMS
(8th Grade)

New 4-8
(8th Grade)

GHHS, LMS Celebrate A Banner Year

B

oth the Grandview Heights High School and Larson Middle School received
the Overall A Award from the Ohio Department of Education. In order to
receive an “Overall A Award,” a school’s state report card must show that the
school is demonstrating high academic performance by students of every

background and ability level.

Stevenson Elementary
Kindergarten Teacher Heather
Miller and her class celebrate
Wellness Day with a healthy
picnic lunch.

T-Ball for Theiss Hits a Home Run

C

ommunity service projects are most often in service
to others, but Edison Intermediate & Larson Middle
School’s recent schoolwide project was in service to
one of their very own. Students and staff participated

in a T-ball tournament to raise funds for the family of Brandon Theiss,
the EILMS teacher who died suddenly at age 39 just before the
start of the school year. Theiss played baseball at Ohio Dominican
University and was an avid fan of the game.
Funds were raised for the family through t-shirt sales. Each grade
level wore a different color shirt representing Theiss’ favorite teams
(Cincinnati Reds, Cleveland Browns, Ohio Dominican Panthers, Canal
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Winchester Indians, Grandview Heights Bobcats, and The Ohio State
Buckeyes). At tournament’s end, a tree was planted in Theiss’ honor
to the left of the Anderson Field scoreboard at Bobcat Stadium.
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News from the Treasurer’s Office

Financial Forecast Remains Healthy for the Future

I

n April, the Grandview Heights Board of Education approved the latest

We continue to monitor our expenditures closely,

five-year financial forecast. Thanks to the community’s support this

especially the cost of health insurance, which has

past November and the amended school compensation formula for

historically been one of the fastest growing costs for

the Grandview Yard development, the school district has a positive

the district. In an effort to manage these rising costs, the district implemented

unreserved fund balance for the life of the forecast.
Again, we would like to thank the City of Grandview Heights and Nationwide
Realty Investors for working with us over the last year on the new compensation
formula. It was a collaborative process that furthers our public-private
partnership in the Grandview Yard and provides important financial support
to our schools and our community. Not only will taxpayers see a reduced tax

a high-deductible health savings account (HSA) plan for medical insurance,
and more recently began utilizing an insurance broker that works with the
district to more aggressively negotiate with insurance carriers to seek the best
deal possible. These actions have helped to reduce overall insurance premiums
over the last four years and have been very impactful in stabilizing our financial
forecast.

bill for the bond portion of Issue 6 from an estimated $205 per $100,000 of

Thank you for being an important partner with our schools. We remain

property valuation to $102 per $100,000 of property valuation annually, but the

committed to providing the best education possible for our students, at a

new formula provides a stable source of revenue for the future.

responsible cost for our taxpayers.

This is good news considering the modest support the school district receives

Sincerely,

from the state. Funding from the loss of the tangible personal property tax has
been phased-out to zero, and with the uncertainty in future state budgets and
the many variables that make up the school funding formula, projections for
revenue from the state remain flat throughout the forecast.

Beth Collier, CPA
Treasurer/CFO
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