Massena Central School Board of Education Update
May 3, 2019

The Board of Education Meeting scheduled for Thursday, May 9, 2019 will begin at 6:30 pm in
Room 314 of Massena High School. It is anticipated that the Board will go into executive
session at 6:30 pm to discuss such topics as personnel on the agenda prior to the regular meeting.
There will be a Public Hearing on the 2019-10 school budget at 7:00 pm. The community is
welcomed and encouraged to attend.
Public Hearing on the 2019-20 School Budget
Attached to the Board agenda is the presentation on the 2019-20 budget which we will show at
the public hearing on Thursday. We have also sent the budget newsletter to print, which will be
distributed to all households in the district after the public hearing. Below are some key facts
about the proposed budget:
 The 2019-20 proposed school budget is $54,936,721 of which $14,542,306 will be
covered by the local taxpayesr. This is an overall budget increase of $494,390 or 0.9%.
 The largest budget increase is employee salaries at $537,931 or 2.6%.
 The total state aid awarded to the District is $34,916,023, an increase of $880,975 or
2.59%.
 Within this total amount, the District will receive $23,529,922 in Foundation Aid for
2019-20, an increase of $831,048 or 3.66%.
 Community Schools aid will remain the same at $227,985.
 With the increase in Foundation Aid and healthy reserves, we are recommending a 0%
tax increase for 2019-20.
 The recommended designated fund balance is $1,567,343 or $701,426 less than the
$2,268,679 allocated in the 2018-19 budget. Lowering the designated fund balance
increases the District’s long-term financial stability.
 The administration is recommending additions in the budget to improve our services in
2019-20. These proposed additions are listed in the presentation.
 The Finance and Facilities Committees are recommending the creation of a $4 million
capital reserve for the ballot in May. Our goal is to add $2M in the reserve before the
capital project referendum in December. Combined with the $4M we have in the current
reserve we may be able to complete the capital project with little to no impact on the
local taxpayers.
 The Massena community will vote on the budget, two Board of Education positions, and
the creation of a $4 million capital reserve on Tuesday, May 21st from 12:00 pm -8:00 pm
at the Community Center on Beach Street.

NYPA Lighting Project - Michael Pioggia, NYPA, Albany
Michael Pioggia, Lead Project Engineer for NYPA will attend the Board meeting on Thursday to
provide an update on the LED lighting project. The scope of work is to replace lighting at the

three elementary schools and all outside District lighting with more energy efficient LED lamps.
We are awaiting a Customer Installation Commitment that NYPA will provide for BOE review
and approval. The CIC will outline the scope of the project. If we do not receive it before the
5/9 BOE meeting we may need a special meeting of the Board sometime later this month so we
can remain on schedule. Mr. Pioggia will report on the bid opening which occurred on 4/26 and
identify the contractor who will be completing the work over the summer.
Capital Project Update
Our capital project committee had a teleconference with our architect IBI Group and construction
manager C&S Companies on Thursday to begin prioritizing the scope of project work. Based on
the focus group meetings held earlier in the year, approximately $100 million worth of work was
identified. Our goal is to pare this down to $50 million of the most necessary items. I shared the
full scope list with the Facilities Committee on Monday. I will also attach to the Board agenda.
We have another teleconference on Thursday to continue this work. Our goal is to have the
prioritized list to the Board for the June meeting.
Capital Outlay Agreement
Our architect, the IBI Group, has provided an agreement to provide services for the 2019-20 capital
outlay project. The agreement has been reviewed by counsel and is ready for BOE review and
approval. This project will focus on replacing the fuel island at the shared transportation building.
Their fee for service for the capital outlay will be subtracted from their capital project fee if the
voters approve our project in December.
Town of Louisville Summer Bus Request
We have received a request from the Town of Louisville to rent two buses over the summer for
their recreation program. This is an annual request. It is on the agenda for BOE approval.
Field Trips
There are two schools trips on the agenda, one which requires Board notification and one that
involves formal approval. The trips, as listed on the Board agenda, are:



Jefferson Grade 4 to Upper Canada Village 6/7/19
Senior Trip - Ocean City, Maryland, 6/5-6/9/19

BOE Policy 8461 Overnight Trips requires the administration to inform the BOE of student trips
which will involve overnight accommodations. The senior trip to Maryland fall into this category.
Regulation 8460R.1 Out of Country Trips requires Board approval for participation. Accordingly,
the Upper Canada trip is on the agenda for BOE action.
The field trip forms for both events are attached to the BOE agenda for your review.

Surplus Equipment
The Director of Operations is requesting the BOE determine that a Plastisol oven is no longer
needed for District use and therefore allow it to be sold, donated, or disposed of this spring. The
equipment was in the Junior High tech shop and hasn’t been used for over 15 years. Board
Policy 5250 Sale & Disposal of School District Property governs our process in such
situations. The policy requires the Board to pass a resolution to deem the item unneeded for
school purposes.

Massena CSD In The News
Friday, April 26, 2019
“Massena Central School District voters set to decide 2019 budget, no increase proposed” –
Andy Gardner, North Country This Week
The 2019-20 school budget to be presented to voters on May 21, 2019 is outlined.
Link:
http://www.northcountrynow.com/news/massena-central-school-district-voters-set-decide-2019budget-no-increase-proposed-0257246
Friday, April 26, 2019
“Massena Central School superintendent reviews latest capital project news with Board of
Education” – Bob Beckstead, Courier Observer

The budget information shared with the Board of Education on April 22, 2019 is presented.
Link:
https://www.mpcourier.com/dco/massena-central-school-superintendent-reviews-latest-capitalproject-news-with-board-of-education-20190426
Sunday, April 28, 2019
“Massena Central School voters to choose two new board members, decide on capital reserve”
– Andy Gardner, North Country This Week
The options for voters to consider on May 21, 2019 are highlighted.
Link:
http://www.northcountrynow.com/news/massena-central-school-voters-choose-two-new-boardmembers-decide-capital-reserve-0257347
Thursday, April 25, 2019
“Massena Central School superintendent reviews latest capital project news with Board of
Education” – Bob Beckstead, Watertown Daily Times
The 2019 Capital Reserve Fund and state aid funding is explained based on the Board meeting of
April 22, 2019.
Link:
https://www.watertowndailytimes.com/news05/massena-central-school-superintendent-reviewslatest-capital-project-news-with-board-of-education-20190425
Wednesday, May 1, 2019
“Former classroom at Massena Central High School now home for flower, vegetable, herb
growing” – Bob Beckstead, Courier Observer
The High School Garden Room, offering vegetables and herbs for students and staff, is featured.
The newly formed Cooking Club is highlighted.
Link:
https://www.mpcourier.com/dco/former-classroom-at-massena-central-high-school-now-homefor-flower-vegetable-herb-growing-20190501

Other News
Impact of Public School Spending
The Association of School Business Officials (ASBO) have developed a tool that allows school
districts to measure the economic impact of public education spending. According to ASBO,

the tool measures the number of jobs funded directly and as a result of employee spending and
district contracts, the amount of payroll this results in, and income and sales taxes that are paid as
a result of these jobs. It measures an individual district's impact, the combined impact of school
districts in a region, and the combined impact of all districts in the state. The tool uses 2017-18
annual financial report and staffing data submitted by districts to the NYS Education
Department.
Attached is the report for the Massena Central School District as provided by Business Manager
Nick Brouillette. The report states:
“The Massena school district directly employs about 400 people. The district's purchase
of goods and services as well as employee personal spending is responsible for about 190
additional spillover jobs in the North Country region. The school district is responsible
for a total of about 590 jobs. These jobs generate $31.4 million in income. $20.9 million
is directly connected to Massena employees. Another $10.5 million is generated by
spillover spending that generate additional jobs. This income generates an estimated $1.4
million in state income tax in total and $0.9 million in sales tax.”

High School Job Fair

Here is a message from Community Schools Director Kristin Colarusso Martin about an
upcoming job fair:
We are excited to announce that on May 23rd, from 1-3pm the Massena High School will be
having a job fair to bring together Massena employers with students interested in summer work
with the possibility of working after school and on weekends. High School Sophomores,
Juniors, and Seniors will be encouraged to visit the job fair at the High School Gymnasium from
1-3pm. Employers are invited to attend the event to set up an informational table and provide job
applications. On-site interviews are welcome! Please call Kristin Colarusso-Martin at
315.764.3710 ext.3621 or email kcmartin@mcs.k12.ny.us to reserve a table by May 17th.
Please feel free to share this with anyone else that you know might be interested in hiring High
School Students this summer.

High School
News & Notes
Trip to France and Spain

This year Joe Boyle, advisor for Spanish NHS and Trish Murphy, advisor for Art Club,
accompanied eleven students to France and Spain. The idea for this trip was to include Spanish,
French and art students on a cultural tour of the two countries known for their art, architecture,
food and history. Once again, we used Prometour out of Montreal for all travel and tour
arrangements.
PARIS - VERSAILLES
The students visited the Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Paris to admire its rose window & French
Gothic architecture on April 13, 2019 before the devastating fire on April 15, 2019. They also
visited Place des Vosges, walked through Le Marais; Place des Vosges, the Quartier Latin, the
Luxembourg Gardens, the Pantheon, the Sorbonne University and Eglise St-Sulpice. Chateau de
Versailles, Sacre Coeur, Musee du Louvre; Place de la Concorde, stroll along the ChampsElysees, Arc de Triomphe where in lies the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, and, of course, the
Eiffel Tower.
BARCELONA – BILBAO
While in Spain, the students visited the Picasso Museum, Casa Batllo, Sagrada Familia &
Museum, Guggenheim Museum, the Ribera Market and the Museo de Bella Artes.

Many great memories for everyone who went!

Getting Ready for Prom

High school Garden Room makes the News
Below is a link to WDT article on the High School Garden Room

https://www.watertowndailytimes.com/news05/former-classroom-at-massena-high-school-nowhome-for-flower-vegetable-herb-growing-20190501

New York State Assembly | Mark Walczyk
visited Massena CSD on April 26, 2019. He
visited Cristina David’s IB Bio HLII class. The
students were reviewing genetics, Jeopardy style,
for their upcoming exam on. Assemblyman
Walczyk was gracious enough to ask the
questions to the students. Regardless of the tricky
terms in each of the questions, he did a fantastic

job pronouncing them!! I think he had as much fun as the students.
Students participate in Point Break Presentation

Link Crew Leaders Gina Seward, Keely Thompson-Cook
and Mallory Sunday are three of the students who
participated in a day of team building at Morristown CSD.
These ladies lead groups of students through a variety of
activities to help build resiliency in students. Attached is a
link to the article in North Country Now.
https://northcountrynow.com/letters/opinion-workshophelps-students-improve-behavior-attitudes-says-morristownschool-principal

For the last two Fridays, students who attend
school have enjoyed popcorn. This is one way to
reward students for attending school. Monthly
competitions are also being held with the class
who has the highest attendance being allowed to
eat lunch in the courtyard. So far, the freshman
are leading the way. Congratulations Freshman!!!

IB TESTING IB testing starts Tuesday, May 7, 2019. The schedule for dates of the individual
tests in located on the Massena CSD website. Click on the drop down for IB. Below are the
conditions for entering the exam room.

MMIW May 6, 2019

Each year the students and faculty provide support in remembrance of the Indigenous Women
who throughout history, were murdered or are still missing. Everyone is asked to wear red and
will be given a ribbon to wear. May this part of history not be repeated. Below is a link to an
article, Title VI teacher Robin Logan, posted.
http://www.niwrc.org/news/may-5th-national-day-awareness-missing-and-murdered-nativewomen-and-girls

It’s that time again!! Everyone is practicing
for another outstanding performance

Upcoming Events:
May 6 - MMIW – Wear Red
May 7-24 - IB Testing – Check the schedule on the District Webpage
May 11- Prom – 8-11 pm – HS Cafeteria
May 15 – HS Choir/Select Group/Orchestra Concert – 7:30 pm – HS Auditorium
May 16 - French National Honor Society - 7:30pm HS Auditorium
May 21 - Spanish National Honor Society -7:30pm HS Auditorium
May 22 - National Honor Society -7:30pm HS Auditorium

Junior High School
News & Notes
New York State Computer Based Testing at JW Leary

Students at JW Leary have successfully completed 2 rounds of computer-based testing this
year. Prior to the spring break, students took their ELA test and this past week students
completed their Math tests. Overall, this was a very good experience at JW Leary. Although
there was one day in ELA for 7th grade where there were some technical issues, the other days
of testing went flawlessly. The system performed well and the students worked hard to do their
best on these tests. Doing something new is never easy and we are grateful to such wonderful
students, staff and parents supporting us at JW Leary. A huge thank you goes out to the
Technology Department for making sure that our IT system was up to the challenge of 415
students taking exams on their Chromebooks.
Flower Lab in Mrs. Reyes Class

Mrs. Reyes science students have spent the last 4 weeks studying the different stages of a plant's
life cycle, plant characteristics/adaptations, the process of photosynthesis and fertilization. The
students did an experiment testing the effects of sunlight on plants, took a nature walk to identify
various types of plants and their parts and created "plant passports" for our Chromebook virtual
tour of the US Botanical Gardens in Washington. Finally thanks to Verville's Flowers, we ended
our unit dissecting and labeling lilies as well as using microscopes to examine the pollen and
eggs with microscopes.
JW Leary Students at NYSSMA

(Some of our
NYSMMA Students)
On April 28th and 29th, 39 students from J. W. Leary Jr. High participated in the Zone 5
NYSSMA Solo/ Small Ensemble Music Festival, in The Crane School of Music at SUNY
Potsdam. Each prepared and performed a brief solo, in Levels II - V, as well as working
diligently to improve their sight-reading skills and scales, in order to be able to perform at their
highest level. Some performed both vocal and multiple instrumental solos as well. They
presented themselves in a professional manner, and performed in an arena where there is no
“hiding.” Congratulations to the following young musicians!
Boyce, Hailey
Bressard, Zachary
Boulais, Alexis
Cardinal, Sydney
Cichetti, Katherine
Closs, Elainie
Currier, Tyler
Dennis, Julianna
Dostie, Jayden
Eddy, Luc
Eggleston, Logan
Ferriero, Aria
Follett, Merrik
Fountaine, Alyssa
Garrow, Rebekah
Goolden, Mason
Grant, Christine
Hoxie, Elyse
Hurlbut, Brian
Lincoln, Kellon
Love, Devon
Lucey, Kya
Lucey, Ty
McMillan, Jadelynn
Miller, Olivia
Morrell, Katelyn
Morris, Alivia
Moulton, Briallen
O'Neil, Liam
Oliver, Kristen
Robideau, Kyle
Robillard - Ramitici, Ethan
Santimaw, Arianna
Shantie, Alorha
Shantie, Elijah
St. Hillaire, Sophie
St. Louis, Amelia
Tusa, Elizabeth
Ware, Ellie
Winston, Allison

Earth Day in Earth Science

In celebration of Earth Day on April 22nd, the 8th grade honors students at JW Leary Junior High
participated in cleaning up outside the Junior High. Earth Day is a day of being grateful for the
places we inhabit and taking steps to help protect our environment. They focused on cleaning up
trash, removing leaves and debris from the courtyard and in around the building. Over 7 bags of
trash, a discarded metal table and several bags of leaves were collected and properly disposed
of. We were also happy to have Person X from the Environmental Division of the St. Regis
Mohawk Tribe in our school to speak to our students about the environment and recycling.
Important Upcoming Dates:
1. 5/4-5/7, CBT Testing Make-ups
2. 5/7, JWL Spring Choral Concert
3. 5/8-5/12, JWL Washington Trip
4. 5/17, End of 35 Weeks
5. 5/17, JH Spring Dance
6. 5/21, BUDGET VOTE
7. 5/22, Grade 8 Science Performance Test
8. 5/24, No School Give Back Day
9. 5/27, No School Memorial Day

Jefferson Elementary School
News & Notes
Art Ambassador Program
Five Jefferson students were selected to join students from around the district to take part in the
Art Ambassador Program to honor the visiting author, Ralph Masiello. Hunter Smith made a sea
turtle. Kori made a unicorn dolphin, Kenna made a lizard, Luke made a dragon, and Seth made a
mushroom with an ant on top.

The Art Ambassador Program took place in April. High School Art teacher, Mr. Chad Simpson,
organized high school students to work cooperatively with students from each Elementary and Jr.
High School to create art in honor of our author visit. The elementary art students worked with
HS art students to create artworks that exemplified "Ralph Masiello' style and elements. Ralph
Masiello. http://ralphmasiello.com/
Jefferson’s ambassadors:
Kenna O'Brien - 6th
Luke Hurlbut - 5th
Hunter Smith - 4th
Seth Newton - 3rd
Kori Hammock - 2nd
Visiting Author
Ralph Masiello
Jefferson is looking forward to author and illustrator Ralph Masiello’s visit on Wednesday, May
8.
Official Bio:
Ralph was born and raised in the state of Massachusetts. He now lives in Northeastern CT where
he lives with his daughters Alexa and Talia. A graduate of the Rhode Island School of Design
(BFA, Illustration, 1985), Ralph has illustrated for magazines, newspapers and books, created
posters and prints, and shown his fine art paintings in galleries throughout the world. Beginning
with The Icky Bug Alphabet Book in 1986, Ralph has become internationally known for the

children's books he's written and illustrated. Since 1987, he has visited over 2,800 schools all
over the world, inspiring children with his life story, humor, and art. While visiting schools, he is
often inspired himself by the enthusiasm, creativity, and hard work of the students and
teachers. This led him to create his unique "How to Draw" book series. The most recent, Ralph
Masiello's Alien Drawing Book will be released on September 3 2019. In 2011, his work
appeared in a strange and mysterious book called The Mystic Phyles: Beasts, which was the first
in a series of books sure to become classics.
As of now, 20 how to draw books are scheduled to be completed as a series.

Jefferson’s 5th and 6th Grade Chorus
The ABC’s of Good Livin’
Congratulations to Mrs. Jacobs and the Jefferson 5th and 6th grade chorus. They presented their
Spring concert titled “The ABC’s of Good Livin’.” The performance was spectacular. The
commitment, enthusiasm and hard work certainly paid off.
-Accentuate the Positive
-Brave
-Count on Me
Always: Humble and Kind

Paying Attention to Attendance
Miss Lomanto’s second-grade students were rewarded with a “Pool Party” at the high school for
having the most “perfect attendance” days during the last trimester. Each classroom accumulated
a “perfect attendance” card each day that all students were present in class. At the end of the
trimester, the class with the most cards won a surprise treat for all of their effort.
Congratulations and keep up the great attendance!

Healthy Visitor
Mrs. Tyo’s third grade classroom was recently visited by guest speaker, Karisa Bryant, RN. Mrs.
Bryant treated the students to a healthy snack of vegetables, cheese sticks, and dip. She explained
how the healthy snacks helped their bodies and brains grow strong. The class discussed the main
food groups and why breakfast was the most important meal of the day. Karisa also provided the
budding chefs with 10 tips for making great tasting snacks:
 Create a yogurt sundae!
 Make pita pockets










Jazz up your favorite cereal
Make a fruit sandwich
Dip your veggies
Pack an afterschool snack
Try a piece of cheesy toast!
Freeze your fruit
Power up with ‘roll-ups’
Build a fruit salad
Thank you Karisa for sharing all of your great information.

Tie Club Member
Bentley Greene
Congratulations to Jefferson first-grade student, Bentley Greene. Bentley’s teacher, Mrs.
Laramay, nominated Bentley to the Tie Club because he has been working so hard being a good
listener, respectful, and kind. She is very proud of him!

Positivity Project
Character Strength: Connection/Purpose
Even in difficult situations, a person with purpose is able to cope because they know why they
are persevering. This strength allows people to persevere and find courage in trying
circumstances, rise above their troubles, and lead with kindness even when it’s not reciprocated.

Positivity students recognized by their classroom teachers:
Aaron Sears, Cullin Smith, Lauren Avery, Nia Durant, and Sam Lanphear
Friends of Jefferson Parent Group Spring Carnival
Jefferson’s parent group recently helped the students celebrate the arrival of Spring with their
annual Spring Carnival. The students tried their luck at a variety of toss-games, jumped in
bouncy-houses, had their faces painted, and cashed their tickets in on their way out for a bag full
of delicious candy.

Madison Elementary School
News & Notes
Madison Gives a Hoot About Internet Safety!
The Internet can be a wonderful resource for kids. They can use it to research school reports,
communicate with teachers and other kids, and play interactive games. Kids who are old enough
to punch in a few letters on the keyboard can literally access the world. However, that access
can also pose hazards. That's why it's important to be aware of what our children see and hear on
the Internet, who they meet, and what they share about themselves online. Our youth are
technologically savvy. It is not unusual for a child at home to be completing a PowerPoint
project for school while simultaneously instant messaging multiple friends, listening to music,
and texting on their phones. The web is a wonderful tool, but without supervision and good
strategies, it can be unsafe. Please go to the following website to view important videos about
Internet safety. http://www.netsmartz.org
Differences in Education
Each sixth grade student colored a square and when put together, the squares revealed an image
of Malala and a quote about the importance of education. In Miss Watson’s sixth grade ELA
class, the students examined a few Malala quotes and learned about the difference in education
around the world. Some students have even chose to read "I am Malala" after learning a bit about
her story. The collaborative poster turned out so neat!

Earth Day
Earth Day, Monday April 22nd is a global event recognized in 192 countries. This year the Saint
Regis Mohawk Tribe Environment Division came to Madison to promote what Earth Day means
and demonstrated how much we should care about the future of our planet. The theme for Earth
Day was “Protect Our Species”. The employee educated and raised awareness about many
environmental issues facing the nation and our community today

Kindergarten Mathematicians
The students in Mrs. Kotz’s class recently practiced using tens and ones to build numbers.

Upcoming Events
1.
2.
3.
4.

5/6-10- Teacher Appreciation Week
5/8- National School Nurse Day
5/9 - Madison Elementary Spring Choral Concert- 7:00 pm
5/14- Spring pictures for all students

Nightengale Elementary School
News & Notes
Alice and Wonderland, Jr.
Many congratulations to our 5th and 6th grade students with their Alice in Wonderland JR.
performance on April 27th! This was an amazing group of 10, 11 and 12 year olds. Many thanks
to Ms. Walton and Mrs. Janovsky for making this all happen!! In addition, many thanks to The
PTO, Marci Hoxie, Michelle Yanacheak, Amanda Taraska, Shari Tyo, Erin Cootware, and the
PARENTS!! This was one of my proudest days(and I have had many) being a Nighthawk!!

6th Grade at Nightengale
Our 6th grade Nighthawks had to record weather data over the past week. Here are some of
them presenting their observed weather patterns and conclusions about weather. Overall
conclusion, "Spring weather in Massena is completely unpredictable." I think our local scientist
are on to something!! Snow on May 1st.

Ralph Masiello is coming to Nightengale May 9th
Ralph Masiello—affectionately known as 'The Icky Bug Man'—has illustrated several children's
books including The Icky Bug Alphabet Book, The Yucky Reptile Alphabet Book, and The Flag
We Love. His oil paintings are remarkably rich and realistic and bring to life the subjects of his
books—be they bugs, flags, dinosaurs, or well-hidden messages and secret drawings.

6th Grade Yoga and Mindfulness Day with Carlie Leary
Our children live in a hurry-up world of busy parents, school pressures, lessons, video games,
malls, and competitive sports. We usually don't think of these influences as stressful for our kids,
but often they are. Children derive enormous benefits from yoga. Physically, it enhances their
flexibility, strength, coordination, and body awareness. In addition, their concentration and sense
of calmness and relaxation improves. Doing yoga children exercise, play and, develop a
relationship with the natural world that surrounds them. Thank you, Ms. Leary.

Next Week TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK
 Wednesday May 8 - Spring Picture Day
 Thursday May 9: Ralph Masiello Author visit
 Friday May 10 - Muffins with Mom start time-8:00am
District Upcoming Events
5/7—Junior High Spring Concert—7:30 pm—HS Auditorium
5/9—Board of Education Meeting—6:30 pm—HS Room 314
5/14—Nightengale Spring Concert—7:00 pm—Nightengale Cafeteria
5/15—HS Spring Concert—7:30 pm—HS Auditorium
5/16—Policy Committee Meeting—6:30 pm—CAB
5/17—Elementary Half Day—Staff Development

