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6842 Van Nuys Blvd.
Van Nuys, CA 91405

Main Office:
(818) 994-7614
Fax:
(818) 994-9381
Dear CHAMPS Community:
It’s been a very busy summer here on Van Nuys Boulevard! Construction is underway on the
performing arts annex, which will consist of two new classrooms and a multifunctional rooftop
performance area. We have also ordered new Chromebooks, textbooks, and projectors.
If you’re new to CHAMPS, you’ll be meeting your teachers for the first time soon, and if you’re
like the students who have come before you, you’ll notice very quickly their dedication to the
mission of CHAMPS, their creativity and passion for their subject, and most importantly, their
commitment to you and your learning.
CHAMPS educates, guides, and inspires creative and critical
thinking through artistic experience.
You have found yourselves in a special and very unique place - the CHAMPS experience is unlike most school
experiences, in that our belief in the power of the arts combined with academic challenges provides hope and
opportunity for students and faculty alike.
I’m looking forward to my sixth year here at CHAMPS and to another great year with you. It’s humbling and uplifting to
serve this year as both the Principal and Director at a school that really strives to make a difference in the world. It helps
that I am supported by top-notch administrators and staff.
Please refer to this newsletter on page 3 for dates that students are to come before school to check in. If you are a
freshman student or a transfer student, we have special activities for you to acclimate to CHAMPS. The first day of
school is Tuesday, August 14. We will be on a M,A,B,M schedule for the first week. (See pages 6-7 for bell schedule
information.)
I welcome you with the best spirit to the new school year and encourage you to continue to make this school what it has
always aspired to be: a haven for creativity, individuality, and hope.
Stride with Panther Pride,
Linda Pierce
Principal/ Director
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Assistant Principal of Academic Operations,
Brian Banducci

Important Forms and Documents

You may download the following important forms by visiting our
website, www.champscharter.org, and clicking on the main
navigation option “Parents.” From there, click the drop down menu
and select “Forms.”

Approved Service Learning Opportunities 2018-2019

Request to Perform Service Learning 2018-2019

Junior/Senior Off-Campus Permission 2018-2019

Service Learning Completion Form 2018-2019

Picture Day Order Form 2018-2019

Brian Banducci is the Assistant Principal of Academic Operations,
working as a member of our administrative team at CHAMPS. He
strongly believes in the creative intellect of the CHAMPS student and
the impassioned expertise of our faculty and staff. Brian is looking
forward to beginning his fifth year of administrative service to the
CHAMPS community.
Brian came to CHAMPS with over twenty-five years of experience as
an educator and administrator. Prior to his current role Brian
served ten as an administrator at a local catholic high school
and Principal of an area charter school. He is supported by his loving
wife and three school-aged children.
Performing Arts Annex, Coming Soon!

Assistant Principal of Curriculum and Instruction
Kaleesha Washington

Kaleesha Washington is a native Angeleno, having attended Los
Angeles Southwest College and the University of Southern California
as an undergraduate, receiving a Bachelor of Arts degree in History
and Political Science (double-majored). She went on to earn a
Master of Arts degree in Elementary Education from Loyola
Marymount University, and a Master of Business Administration
degree from Keller Graduate School of Management.
Kaleesha Washington began her career as an educator by way of
Teach For America, and is beginning her 13th year as an educator.
She has taught elementary school, middle school, high school, and
graduate school, and she has spent the last four years in school
administration. As a middle school science teacher, she earned the
Ocean Science Leadership Award from COSEE (Consortium for Ocean
Science Exploration and Engagement) West and the Quiksilver
Foundation. As an administrator, she earned the Dream All-Star
Award from the Sacramento Kings and Wells Fargo for being an
outstanding African American community leader. She has two adult
children who are both currently in college. She is excited to bring her
talents and experiences to CHAMPS Charter High School to serve the
community as Assistant Principal of Instruction and Curriculum.
Get Involved with Student Council
Student Council is the voice of the students on campus. They meet
regularly with administration to plan events for the student body.
They have already planned to have pep rallies, fundraisers, a talent
show, and many other exciting activities to make your high school
experience amazing! Don’t just sit on the sidelines and watch; get
involved! Contact the Student Council Advisor, Mr. Silva, or the
Assistant Principal, Ms. Washington, for more information.
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New Parent/Guardian Orientation
If you are a new to CHAMPS
parent/guardian, we invite you to attend
our New Parent/Guardian Orientation on
Wednesday, August 8, 2018, 10:00am11:00am on the 6th floor of the Phoenix
Building (the main CHAMPS building).
Come and learn about some of the
exciting extra-curricular activities we
offer, along with how to set your child up
for success at CHAMPS and how to start
preparing for their post-secondary options
early! You will also get a chance to meet
the administrators and counselors who
are committed to helping your child
succeed!
Free parking will be available on the 2nd
floor of the parking structure directly
attached to our school building. There are
a limited amount of parking spaces
available, so please arrive early!

Seniors, Save the Date!

Student Check-In Times!!!
Come and pick up your class schedules
and textbooks and purchase lockers
(optional) and parking (optional).

“All about the Class of 2019”

9th Grade
Thursday, August 9th
Pizza lunch after Bridge
All Students at 12:30-3:00
in 5th Floor Commons

6pm-8pm

10th Grade
Thursday, August 9th
New to CHAMPS at 9:15 in CS-1
All Students at 10:00-12:00
in 5th Floor Commons
11th Grade
Friday, August 10th
New to CHAMPS at 12:15 in CS-1
All Students at 1:00-3:00
in 5th Floor Commons

Thursday, September 6th

Mandatory meeting for seniors and their
parents/guardians to discuss ALL things
related to senior year at CHAMPS. Come
and find out about the senior activities
and the requirements to participate in
those activities. You do not want to miss
out on the information you need to know
for your most important year of high
school!

12th Grade
Wednesday, August 8th
New to CHAMPS at 12:15 in CS-1
All Students at 1:00-3:00
in 5th Floor Commons

We look forward to meeting you all!
What to Bring for Check-In:

Any missing documentation.

$5 fee for Locker (Optional, and
includes use of locker with a secure
padlock for the year.)

Method of payment if you choose to
make a tax-deductible donation to
CHAMPS.
*NOTE: Payments can be made by credit card,
PayPal, check, or cash. Service charge will be
added to credit card payments.
What You Will Leave With From Check-In:

Schedule*

Temporary ID

Books
*Schedule may be withheld if you owe money
to the school.

Attendance
If your child is absent please notify the
school as early as possible. All absences
must be cleared by a parent/guardian
within 48 hours or your child will be
marked truant.
You may call the 24 Hour Hotline at:
(818) 855-5482
or email us at:
attendance@champscharter.org.
If your child will be absent more than 3
days, please request Short-Term
Independent Study.

Book Locker Rentals
Optional book locker rentals will be made
available during your grade level check in
day (August 8th-10th). For most students,
lockers are not mandatory as students will
not have to carry textbooks back and forth
to school. Students who choose to use a
locker this year can do so for a cost of $5.
Dance and Theater Academy students will
not be charged a rental fee because it is
an academic requirement for them to use
lockers. Lockers will be assigned on a first
come, first served basis, and will be
located according to a student’s academy
affiliation and grade level.

Student Parking!
Parking Permit submissions for the Fall
2018 Semester are available now! Juniors
and Seniors will receive an email with a
direct link to the online waitlist
submission form. All submission MUST be
made online via the direct link.
Parking spaces are limited, and they are
distributed on a first come, first served
basis. Seniors have priority until Senior
Registration Day on Wednesday, August
8th.
The cost of the parking permit is $230 per
semester, or you can save $10 by paying
in full now for $450 for the year.
If you need any help or have any question,
please contact the Office Manager,
Heather
Turner
at
hturner@champscharter.org, or call the
front office at (818) 994-7614. Please be
sure to include your name when emailing.
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Summer Bridge at CHAMPS 2018
Schedule of Events
August 8th – 10 am to 1 pm
Welcome to CHAMPS!

10:00 am

Check in (3rd floor) and specialized tours with CHAMPS Ambassadors

11:00 am

Introductions to the CHAMPS staff and faculty

12:00 pm

Academy and Student Interest meetings

1:00 pm

Students released.

1:30pm

Students wishing to be tested for honors English, please report to the Mezzanine. Testing will end by 3pm.

August 9th– 10 am to 1 pm
Figuring Out the First Day

10:00 am

CHAMPS Ambassador FAQ and Schedule Distribution

10:30 am

Mock M Day Walkthrough

12:30 pm

Wrap Up with Ambassadors and Pizza Party

1:00 pm

Student Registration (Parents are encouraged to attend registration.)

During our Summer Bridge Pizza Party, students will need to visit the fifth floor to pick up their textbooks, have
the chance to purchase a lock rental (for $5) and CHAMPS PE clothing, and pick up and complete registration
paperwork.
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Bell Schedule
CHAMPS Charter High School is on a Modified Block Schedule. On Mondays, all students attend all class periods in their schedules. On Tuesday
through Friday, students are on a block schedule. There are separate schedules for 9th/10th grade students and 11th/12th grade students. Please
review your appropriate schedule.
2018-2019 Modified Day (M) Schedule for All Students

Start Time

End Time

Length

Period 1

8:15 AM

8:54 AM

39 min

Period 2

9:00 AM

9:39 AM

39 min

Period 3

9:45 AM

10:24 AM

39 min

Period 4

10:30 AM

11:09 AM

39 min

LUNCH

11:15 AM

11:55 AM

40 min

Period 5

12:01 PM

12:40 PM

39 min

Period 6

12:46 PM

1:25 PM

39 min

Period 7

1:31 PM

2:10 PM

39 min

Period 8

2:26 PM

2:55 PM

29 min

Block days organize each day into four 90 minute periods. Classes usually meet on alternate days. “A” block meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays. On
“A” days, periods 1, 3, 5, and 7 meet. “B” block meets on Wednesdays and Fridays. On “B” days, periods 2, 4, 6, and 8 meet. Changes may occur
due to holidays or other circumstances.
2018-2019 Block Days (A/B) for Grades 9 and 10

Start Time

End Time

Length

Periods 1 or 2

8:15 AM

9:45 AM

90 min

Nutrition

9:51 AM

10:01 AM

10 min

Periods 3 or 4

10:07 AM

11:37 AM

90 min

LUNCH

11:43 AM

12:13 PM

30 min

Periods 5 or 6

12:19 PM

1:54 PM

95 min

Periods 7 or 8

2:00 PM

3:30 PM

90 min
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2018-2019 Block Days (A/B) for Grades 11 and 12

Start Time

End Time

Length

Period 1 or 2

8:15 AM

9:45 AM

90 min

Period 3 or 4

9:51 AM

11:21 AM

90 min

Nutrition

11:27 AM

11:37 AM

10 min

LUNCH

11:43 AM

12:13 PM

30 min

Period 5 or 6

12:19 PM

1:54 PM

95 min

Period 7 or 8

2:00 PM

3:30 PM

90 min

CHAMPS CARPOOL OPTION

If you are interested in carpooling to and from school with another CHAMPS student, please go to our website, www.champscharter.org.
You can enter your information and review information from others who are interested in arranging a carpool.
The carpools are not arranged nor endorsed by CHAMPS. CHAMPS accepts no liability. Please share your information and contact others at your
own risk.
CHAMPS will not be overseeing this process, nor will CHAMPS mediate any disagreements or conflicts that arise from a carpooling arrangement.
This is simply posted as a courtesy to our CHAMPS families.
If you would like to arrange a carpool for your CHAMPS student, please add your information to the spreadsheet.
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Physical Education is an integral part of our total educational program here at CHAMPS Charter High School. Through the medium of sport and
movement all students will participate in a sequential, differentiated program that fosters each student’s personal health, fitness, and safety.
Through exposure to a wide variety of activities, students will gain the necessary knowledge to understand the importance of and be able to make
educated decisions around opportunities to maintain a healthy lifestyle. Physical education provides a unique opportunity to contribute to the
overall development and well being of every individual. Respect, cooperation, communication, teamwork, and sportsmanship are an important
aspect of our curriculum and will be emphasized throughout the semester.

PE Clothing
Be properly attired for class:

Available for purchase on
Check-In Days,
August 8th-10th

CHAMPS Charter PE Attire:



Black gym shorts or sweat pants
White or Purple athletic shirt

T-Shirts $10
Shorts $10

Unacceptable Attire:



Jeans, sweatpants over jeans, jean shorts, pajama bottoms, backless sneakers, work boots, sandals, or cleats.
Do not wear jewelry while participating in PE classes (watches, necklaces, rings, body piercings)

Students must participate to receive credit. If a student is not dressed in proper PE attire, they cannot participate.
Points will be earned for students’ abilities to dress in proper PE attire, and for students’ abilities to participate in daily fitness requirements (pushups, sit-ups, pull-ups, running)

9

PTSA
The Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) is part of the fabric of the education system and a trusted partner to millions of parents, families,
educators, and community members, as it advocates for the education, welfare, health, and safety of all children. PTSA has been instrumental in
establishing programs and services to improve children’s lives.
PTSA AREA OF FOCUS







Student and School Success – All students should receive a world-class education that prepares them for long-term success in college and
careers. PTSA programs empower families to be engaged in their children’s education and support their learning, which makes a
difference for student success and school improvement.
Health and Safety – Every child should have a healthy and safe place to live, learn, and thrive. PTSA provides tools and resources that help
students, parents, and schools work together to create a positive school climate.
Arts and Culture – Every child should receive a well-rounded education with access to arts and cultural opportunities. PTSA celebrates
and raises awareness about the importance of arts education and provides all students the opportunity to explore and be involved in the
arts through our annual Reflections program.
Advocacy – All families should be at the table and empowered to advocate for their own and every child. PTSA’s policy agenda, advocacy
toolkit and state and national trainings make it easy for every parent to make a difference.

Join us in making our children’s future a success!

For more information, please visit our PTSA page located on the CHAMPS website at www.champscharter.org under the Parents tab.
See pictures from last year’s PTSA Reflections Art Contest:
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We Need Your Help

Dear CHAMPS Families,
Schools like CHAMPS are few and far in between. Our unique mission and approach to education provide
incredible opportunities for individual students and create a foundation to building and maintaining a healthy,
inclusive community devoted to honor the value of each person.
The arts provide important and desperately needed outlets for each of our students. Our mission promotes
the value of creativity and self-expression not only in studios, on stage, or in a robotics lab, but also in the
classroom. English, Sciences, World Languages, Social Sciences, and Mathematics classes benefit by
incorporating the values and aims of creative thought and problem solving seen in traditional arts classrooms.
We believe strongly that academics become relevant and vital for all when students find a voice within those
courses. Creativity and arts-infusion provide that opportunity.
Sadly, however, funding for schools has been limited over the years to eliminate the kinds of opportunities our
students enjoy on a daily basis. We have to find ways to ensure that our continued promotion of creativity and
excellence is sustainable and reaches each student as they pursue their CHAMPS diploma.
You’ll note in this newsletter many ways that you can help. The most important way is to find a path to
participate in the life of the school in some way. There are several volunteer opportunities throughout the
year; the PTSA (participation in parent and community meetings), and in communication with us at CHAMPS,
your voice provides invaluable help to us.
In addition to that, we also welcome your support financially. No amount is too small. Each year, we actively
pursue grants from foundations that want to know the level of participation in our fundraising campaigns.
Obviously, the higher our percentages, the more likely those foundations will be to help us meet the needs of
yoru children. In this newsletter, you’ll find a number of ways to participate. Please consider giving something
to support the work we are doing. As a registered 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization, each gift made to
CHAMPS is fully tax-deductible.
Thank you for your belief in our school and in the future of our children.
Sincerely,

Linda Pierce
Principal/Director
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Donation Form
SCHOOL DONATION OPPORTUNITY 2018-2019
Welcome Back to School!
We are honored to have each and every one of you as a part of the CHAMPS Family! You are what makes CHAMPS CHAMPS! CHAMPS is a unique
school that is diverse with its staff and student body and in the courses we offer our students. We offer five academies that students can specialize
in including: Performing Arts, Liberal Arts, Media Arts, Written Arts, and Robotics. Our programs and our instructors have won awards for
excellence in their fields. Over 95% of our graduates attend college or engage in a post-secondary experience, including furthering their performing
arts instruction. CHAMPS has maintained a rigorous selection of studies while infusing core classes with arts and enrichment for free for our
students. A CHAMPS education is equal, if not stronger, than most private schools, but this excellent education is not fully covered with funds
received from the state. Please help us to continue offering exceptional programs not normally found at public schools by making a 100% taxdeductible donation to our school.





Every donation goes directly to CHAMPS programs, classes, needs, and enrichment.
Every donation helps us to achieve our goals.
We are looking for 100% participation, no matter how large or small the donation.
Our target goal is $250 per student annually which is only $25 per month.

Yes! I/we will support CHAMPS Annual Fund with a tax-deductible donation at the following level:
Level
Founder’s Circle

Donation Amount
$5000 and above

Leadership Circle

$1000 - $4999

Academy Circle

$500 - $999

Charter Family
Panther Pack

$250 - $499
$750 one time donation (or 10 payments of
$75 per month)
$75 one time donation (or 10 payments of
$7.50 per month)
Any amount

Circle of Thanks

Recognition
Recognition plaque in the New CHAMPS
Performing Arts Annex, opening Spring 2019,
two reserved seats for all performing arts
events during the 2018-2019 season, and a full
page in the 2018-2019 yearbook!
Recognition plaque in the New CHAMPS
Performing Arts Annex, opening Spring 2019,
and a full page in the 2018-2019 yearbook!
Exclusive CHAMPS donor T-Shirt and a half
page in the 2018-2019 yearbook!
Exclusive CHAMPS donor T-Shirt!
Exclusive CHAMPS donor T-Shirt and a half
page in the 2018-2019 yearbook!
Personalized thank you note from the
Principal/Director!

Check(s) to CHAMPS Charter High School
Send checks to:
CHAMPS
6842 Van Nuys Blvd.
Van Nuys, CA 91450
Or drop the check off at the school office.
Visa/Mastercard/AMEX – please give online by Any amount
going to www.champscharter.org and click the
“Support CHAMPS” button.
*All donors will be verbally recognized at a Board of Directors meeting.
OTHER WAYS TO SUPPORT CHAMPS:

There are a number of supplies that we always need as a school in large amounts. You can help us save money by donating some of the following
to the school office and/or to your child’s teachers. We thank you for anything you can give!






Reams/boxes of copy paper
Facial tissue
Dry Erase Markers
Bandages
Hand Sanitizer

Thank you in advance for your support!
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SENIOR VALUE PACKAGE
CLASS OF 2019!!!

Senior Value Package
Get a $200 value for only $150!!!

This package includes the following items:







Keepsake Cap and Gown …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..$ 35
Class of 2019 Commemorative Mug (imprinted with the names of all class members) …………………………………………………….$ 15
Yearbook ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………….$ 100
Commemorative Graduation Video (access to download online) ………………………………….………………………………………………….$ 20
Two (2) Additional Graduation Tickets ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..$ 30

Fine Print:
All payments toward Senior Value Package are due by Friday, January 11, 2019.
All of these items may be purchased separately.
If a cap and gown is not purchased, CHAMPS will provide a loaner which cannot be embellished an d must be returned in good condition at the end of the graduation
ceremony in order to receive diploma.
Champs will provide 2 complimentary graduation tickets per Senior and 2 additional tickets with the Senior Value Package for a total of 4 tickets.
The Senior Value Package does not include the Senior prom or Senior Night at Disneyland. Entrance for those events will be sold separately.
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Frequently Asked
Questions
Q: How will CHAMPS communicate with me?
A: We will continue to use our Student Information System known as
“Q.” We are an email driven school, therefore, email is our most
common method of communication. Please take time to read all the
emails you receive from CHAMPS. Please check with the front office
to make sure that you have a valid email address on file.
CHAMPS will additionally communicate information through our
monthly newsletter, The CHAMPSmessenger, weekly robocalls from
the principal, and through alerts on our CHAMPS app.

Q: Where do I look for CHAMPS’s announcements and activities?
A: The home page of the website, www.champscharter.org, will be
your portal to what is happening at CHAMPS. Current
announcements are listed on the home page; past announcements
are available by clicking on “News and Announcements.” Short term
upcoming events are under CHAMPtivities, as in the school calendar.
If you have Google Calendar, you can subscribe to the school
calendar, and all the activities will be loaded into your personal
calendar and they will be automatically updated in your calendar as
they are updated on the school calendar. This information is also
available on the free CHAMPS app.
Q: If my child’s ID is lost, how can it be replaced?
A: Please contact the office to let them know that you will need a
replacement. There is a $10 replacement fee.

When you child is absent, expect to receive a robocall from the
school as well.

Q: What lunch options are available at CHAMPS?

Q: What is “Q” or Parent Connect?

A: CHAMPS uses the services of Fresh Start for on-campus breakfast
and lunch selections.

A: “Q” or Parent Connect is a web-based tool that allows school
staff, parents/guardians and students to communicate to improve
student performance. This is accomplished by providing all parties
access to grades, assignments, attendance, behavior logs and
schedules.





The parents/guardians and students have separate accounts, based
upon the emails they have provided to CHAMPS. Parents/guardians
and students must take the initiative to log into their account to
view the information that is available to them.
If you need your log in information or did not receive a password, go
to www.champs.vcoe.org/parentconnect/ . Click “Forgot my
Password,” and the pin and password will be sent to your email
address. Students can go to
www.champs.vcoe.org/studentconnect/. Please contact the Front
Office if you are still having trouble logging in.
Q: Where will I find email addresses for the CHAMPS’ staff and
teachers?
A: Email addresses are available on the school website:
https://www.champscharter.org/apps/staff/. You may also reach
them on the Parent Portal by clicking on the teacher’s name.
Q: How are grades and attendance reported?
A: Since parents/guardians and students have access to grades on a
daily basis, only the End of Semester Report Cards are mailed home.
At a minimum, it is recommended that you check the accuracy of
grade reporting at the five-week intervals, when teachers are asked
to have all grades up to date.
Q: Will my child keep the same Guidance Counselor all four years?
A: Your child will be assigned their counselor in grades 9-12 by
alphabetical order.
A-K, Ms. Stephanie Lopez
L-Z, Ms. Hiyas DeLeon



Students may pre-order lunch for $4/day. The monthly
menu becomes available shortly before each new month
in the main office and on our web page. Only students that
pre-order and pre-pay are guaranteed available.
A Free and Reduced Lunch Program is offered for students
of qualified families. Applications are available on the
CHAMPS website and at the Front Desk. (NOTE: Even if you
do not plan to get the school’s lunch, please complete the
lunch application because you may also be eligible for free
college applications and testing fee waivers.)
Students may bring lunch from home. Leaving campus is a
privilege only available to Juniors and Seniors with
appropriate permission slip on file from a parent/guardian.

Q: Is there security?
A: Yes, there are security guards posted around campus? Security on
campus from 7:30 – 5:00, Monday-Friday?
Q: Where can I find school policies?
A: School policies are located in our Student Handbook online and
on our www.champscharter.org website.
For additional information, please contact the appropriate staff
member of refer to the Student Handbook.
Q: Who do I contact about specific teacher or classroom issues?
A: The first contact should be to the teacher via email. You can
contact them by email directly. If you feel that you need further
information or if the teacher is not responsive, please contact the
Head of the Department. All email addresses are listed on our
website at www.champscharter.org on the “Directory” link.
Q: Whom should I contact with a security issue?
A: Please contact our Assistant Principal of Academic Operations,
Brian Banducci, and then the Principal/Director, Linda Pierce, in that
order. You can call the school; however, the best way to reach these
individuals is through email. The email addresses are listed on our
website, www.champscharter.org.
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Very Important Health Information
Did you know…in California, parents must provide proof that their children have been vaccinated against certain diseases? It’s the law.
Children will not be enrolled unless an immunization record is presented and immunizations are up-to-date. Without proof of required
immunizations, students will not be allowed to attend school on August 14, 2018. To know more about the immunization requirements and the
law, visit: http://www.shotsforschool.org/k-12/. If your child is not immunized due to medical reasons, click here for documentation requirements.
Immunizations may be given at private physician's offices or, for those without health insurance, at the Los Angeles County Department of Public
Health at low or no cost. Dial 2-1-1 for information.
Selected LAUSD School-Based Clinics will open starting July 30th, Monday serving the students who are uninsured, Medi-Cal recipients, or
Alaskan or Native American. Click here for clinic locations and schedule.
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