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TROJAN NEWS
We are Socially Responsible Citizens, Effective Communicators, Life Long Learners,
and Active Christians who build community and make peace.

Prayer
Advent Candle of Love
Jesus shows us God’s perfect love.
He is God’s perfect love in human form.
Those who believe in him
and live in him,
live in love.
Love transforms and perfects all things.
It never ends.
We light this candle today
to remind us that God is love.
We thank God
for the hope he gives us,
for the peace he bestows on us,
for the joy he pours into our hearts,
and for the love
that redeems us
and shows us the way.
Let us pray.
O God of Love, Emmanuel,
send your light into our hearts at this time.
Help us to be ready
for the time of Christ’s appearing.
Grant that we may so dwell in him
that his perfect love fills our entire being.
Make our worship
a time in which we celebrate your love,
so that we are made ready
to show that same love to the whole world,
both today and forevermore.
Amen.

Reflection
May you give your whole presence
when you listen to another,
as the impact of feeling truly heard
can nearly match the power of love.
May you see the value of this gift,
perhaps of greater worth
than even inspired advice.

Community
A Christmas Story
During the turmoil of the Iran
Hostage Crisis, the latter days of
President Carter’s Administration,
like many Americans, my father
struggled to be employed. He was a
longtime public school principal
and superintendent who was
squeezed out of his career due to
merging schools in Northern California. That Christmas season he was the
temporary head of security for Mervyn’s department store in Chico. As a young 5th
grader, I thought how cool that my dad had handcuﬀs; he was stealth in his
undercover clothing, kind of like a mystery shopper. His job paid very little and kept
him late most evenings away from his family. As my parents struggled to provide for
their 10 children, Christmas 1980 was by far the best. One evening while my mom
and I were trimming our tree we heard a loud thump in front of the house.
Following my mom’s direction to see what was outside I went to the porch only to
see nothing. Moments later another loud thud came from the front. Again I went
out to see what was creating the noise. This time I found the utmost spectacular
three boxes of gifts. One box was full of games, another full of new clothing, and the
last box was all the fixins for a Christmas feast. My mom cried grateful tears. Today
this story still resonates and carries the meaning of Christmas with everyone in my
family. We never discovered who was the giver of this remarkable gift, but always
believed it was from our St. Thomas More Parish School Community. I share this
story because I feel today what my mother felt in 1980. I am amazed at the love,
support, and community provided by you and many others in assisting the needs of
all the victims of the Butte County Camp Fire. Our eﬀorts, that I published last
month, have aﬀected the lives of many families as well as supporting the local
Salvation Army distribution for Camp Fire evacuees. The care and livelihood that
has been collected and distributed to date includes musical instruments, blankets,
hygiene items, and $6,550 in gift cards. Our parish pancake breakfast raised $1,000
and this Saturday they are hosting a pub crawl (see flyer) where all participants are
donating a new toy for Christmas. These toys will be driven to Chico and dropped
oﬀ that afternoon. We are also close to securing a $50,000 gift from a foundation to
help a family with their cost of living for the next six months. As the foundation
shared “We can’t save them all, but we can sure save one.” And finally, perhaps the
most amazing Christmas gift of all; one of you reached out to me with a family gift
donation of a 30 foot Gulfstream RV. I connected our school family with a single
father who lost is home. He and his 6 year old daughter met our school family last
Saturday, now they have a home this Christmas.
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Peace
Gymnasiastic!
Let us celebrate…..The Wayne and Gladys Valley Foundation has provided a
gymnasium improvement grant to parish and schools that will fund the upgrade work
for 22 gyms across our diocese. Beginning in early 2019 this generous grant will fund
the following work in our gym:
**Furnish and install two 15 foot long, 3-tier Tip-N-Roll bleachers
**Furnish and install wall safety padding
**Repair and refinish gym court floor

Calendar
December 20
*8th Grade Victorian Tea 12:00 p.m.
*7th Grade Spirit Free Dress
*Schoolwide movie in gym 1:15 p.m.
*Christmas Tree Lighting, Caroling, and
Parish Social 7:00 p.m.
December 21 - Noon Dismissal
*Muse Band Nativity Prelude 9:45 a.m.
*1st Grade Nativity 10:00 a.m.
*Classroom Christmas Parties 11:00 a.m.
*Clean up 11:50 a.m.
*No Extended Care
December 24
*Christmas Eve
**Children’s Mass 5:00 p.m.
**Vigil Mass 10:00 p.m.
(Carols by the Adult Choir 9:30 p.m.)
December 25
*Christmas Day
**Mass: 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
December 31
*New Year’s Eve
January 1
*New Year’s Day
**Mass 10:00 a.m.
January 7
*School Resumes

Updates
*Our PTG sponsored Fun Run collected a total fundraising amount of $12,670.71 ,
your individual fundraising balance is being calculated by our superb Fun Run Team.
*School uniform sweatshirts with our new logo remain on sale. We have all sizes
except medium. Please come to oﬃce to purchase. Credit cards accepted.
*Friday is a minimum day; we will not be running our regular carline pick up route.
You are welcome to park your car in the parking lot and walk to your child’s
classroom to collect them after the classroom Christmas party cleanup. Please be
very careful when walking your children back to your car. If you leave campus with
your student before noon, please sign them out in the oﬃce before leaving. There is
no Extended Care.
*Visit our new parish website: assumptionsanleandro.org

Multi-Cultural Festivities

Tool of the Week: Mistakes

Hello Assumption! Can you answer the following trivia questions?
**In which country will you find more sheep than people?
**Where would you find the annual air guitar world championships?
**Which country hosts an annual festival of scrambled eggs?
If you can answer these, you are a cultural expert! If you can’t, don’t worry - there is a
chance for you to find out more about the many cultures that make up the world we
live in. I’m Néha Gupta, an alumni of Assumption from the Class of 2016. I am a
member of the Youth Advisory Committee of San Leandro and am proposing to hold
a multi-cultural festival in the spring of 2019 to broaden cultural education for all San
Leandro Pre-K-5th grade children. The success of the event will largely be determined
by the diversity of cultures represented. If you are interested in supporting this event
by sharing an aspect of your country or culture with the participants, please contact
me at guptan20@bishopodowd.org. Further event details will be available in a future
communication. Here are the answers to those challenging trivia questions: New
Zealand, Finland, and Bosnia.

Student Learning Expectations

Trimester 1 Middle School Honor Students

Positive Discipline

Active Christian:
J.J. W. (’28)
Effective Communicator:
Eamon H. (’20)
Lifelong Learner:
Maya E. (’23)
Socially Responsible Citizen:
Kaethen D. (’23)

Admissions
Our 2019-2020 school applications are live
on our school website under the button
“Admissions”. This year the application is
electronic. All prospective families are asked
to open an account and from this account
they can complete and submit their
admission application. Please share this with
friends and neighbors and remind them of
our January 27 Open House.
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PUB CRAWL
IN THE DRO
BRING A TOY FOR A CHILD AFFECTED BY THE
PARADISE FIRE

This only happens
once a year!
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ROCK THAT
UGLY SWEATER
prize for the ugliest sweater!

Saturday 12/22 @ noon-5
WASHINGTON CLUB is both
starting point and last stop
bring a crock pot dish to share at the finish line

Christmas Infancy Narrative

I

n those days a decree went out from
Caesar Augustus that the whole world
should be enrolled. This was the first
enrollment, when Quirinius was governor
of Syria. So all went to be enrolled, each
to his own town. And Joseph too went up
from Galilee from the town of Nazareth
to Judea, to the city of David that is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and
family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his
betrothed, who was with child. While they
were there, the time came for her to have her
child, and she gave birth to her firstborn son.
She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and
laid him in a manger, because there was no
room for them in the inn.
Now there were shepherds in that region
living in the fields and keeping the night
watch over their flock. The angel of the Lord
appeared to them and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were struck
with great fear. The angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you
good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. For today in the city of David a savior
has been born for you who is Christ and

Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will
find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes
and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there
was a multitude of the heavenly host with the
angel, praising God and saying:
“Glory to God in the highest
and on earth peace to those on
whom his favor rests.”
When the angels went away from them
to heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go, then, to Bethlehem to see this
thing that has taken place, which the Lord
has made known to us.”
So they went in haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known
the message that had been told them about
this child. All who heard it were amazed by
what had been told them by the shepherds.
And Mary kept all these things, reflecting
on them in her heart. Then the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all
they had heard and seen, just as it had been
told to them.
Luke 2:1-20

Scripture texts are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, DC, and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved. No part of the New American Bible, revised edition, may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from
the copyright owner.

All students

are invited to sing
in the children’s choir
for the Christmas Eve
5pm Mass.
We will sing some of the music
we sang at the Christmas concert.

	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Assumption	
  School	
  and	
  Assumption	
  Faith	
  Formation	
  Families,	
  
Assumption	
  Church	
  invites	
  all	
  students	
  15	
  years	
  of	
  age	
  and	
  younger	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  a	
  
dramatization	
  of	
  the	
  Christmas	
  story	
  at	
  the	
  5:00	
  P.M.	
  Mass	
  on	
  Christmas	
  Eve.	
  	
  This	
  
dramatization	
  has	
  several	
  speaking	
  parts	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  a	
  need	
  for	
  quiet	
  shepherds	
  and	
  angels.	
  	
  It	
  
will	
  take	
  10	
  minutes	
  to	
  perform	
  this	
  dramatization.	
  	
  All	
  children	
  are	
  welcome!!!	
  	
  
Three	
  rehearsals	
  for	
  the	
  pageant	
  are	
  scheduled:	
  Friday,	
  December	
  14th,	
  Monday,	
  December	
  
17th	
  and	
  Wednesday	
  December	
  19th.	
  Rehearsals	
  are	
  from	
  4:00	
  –	
  5:00	
  pm	
  
Parents	
  must	
  agree	
  to	
  arrange	
  for	
  their	
  child	
  to	
  attend	
  these	
  practices.	
  	
  We	
  have	
  to	
  work	
  with	
  
teaching	
  children	
  to	
  project	
  their	
  voices	
  and	
  to	
  speak	
  with	
  a	
  microphone.	
  
Please	
  return	
  the	
  signed	
  tear	
  off	
  below.	
  You	
  may	
  return	
  it	
  to	
  the	
  rectory:	
  Attention	
  Nancy	
  
Pretto.	
  
I	
  am	
  looking	
  forward	
  to	
  celebrating	
  the	
  birth	
  of	
  Jesus	
  with	
  your	
  beautiful	
  children.	
  	
  Thank	
  you	
  
for	
  your	
  cooperation	
  and	
  participation.	
  	
  
Nancy	
  Pretto	
  
	
  
I	
  agree	
  to	
  arrange	
  for	
  my	
  child	
  to	
  attend	
  all	
  3	
  practices:	
  Friday	
  December	
  14th,	
  Monday,	
  
December	
  17th	
  and	
  Wednesday	
  December	
  19th.	
  	
  I	
  understand	
  that	
  if	
  my	
  child	
  fails	
  to	
  attend	
  the	
  
practice	
  another	
  student	
  may	
  take	
  his/her	
  place.	
  
Parental	
  signature……………………………………………………………………………………………	
  
I	
  agree	
  to	
  attend	
  all	
  three	
  practices	
  on	
  Wednesday	
  December	
  14th,	
  Monday,	
  December	
  17th	
  
and	
  Wednesday,	
  December	
  19th.	
  
Student	
  signature…………………………………………………………………………………………….	
  

ASSUMPTION
YOUTH
GROUP
WANTS YOU!
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES, GAMES AND COMMUNITY
SERVICES ALL WHILE LEARNING ABOUT JESUS'
S C I L O H T A C

T S I R H C

D E R E T N E C

MESSAGE OF KINDNESS AND COMPASSION

JOIN US ON SUNDAYS STARTING
JANUARY 13TH@ 3:30-5:00
ALL KIDS AGES 7-18 WELCOME!!
any questions please e-mail slassumption@sbcglobal.net or
anhvunguyen91@gmail.com

COME PARTY LIKE IT’S 1989!
Assumption School celebrates its
30th annual Auction, Dinner and Dance fundraiser.
Whether you’re a Rocker or a Material Girl – or perhaps you’d prefer to
lead the glamorous life in a gown or tuxedo – it’s time to fluff your hair,
put on your shoulder pads and dig deep to support our fantastic school
community.
Be sure to Save the Date on your calendar and take advantage of the
Halloween season to grab some fabulous ‘80s gear.
To commemorate this milestone, we’re kicking it old school.
That’s right - we’re going back to the gym to support our kid’s today
and into the future.

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL

Bancroft	
  Uniforms	
  
590	
  Dutton	
  Avenue	
  
San	
  Leandro,	
  CA	
  	
  94577	
  
	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  
510-‐638-‐1622	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  800-‐528-‐3623	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  510-‐638-‐3302	
  FAX	
  

$ale	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  $ale	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  $ale	
  

“20%	
  OFF”	
  	
  
Christmas	
  $ale	
  
November	
  26	
  –	
  December	
  31,	
  2018	
  
Avoid	
  the	
  rush	
  –	
  $hop	
  early	
  	
  	
  
December 22 - Closing at 4:00 PM
December 23 - 24 - 25 - CLOSED
December 31 - Closing at 4:00 PM
January 1 - CLOSED
STORE HOURS: Monday-Saturday 10:00-5:30

-

Sunday Closed

* * ALL orders PAY SHIPPING FEES * *

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration
Oratorical Festival & Poetry Slam
Monday, January 21, 2018, 10:30 am
Senior Community Center, 13909 E. 14th St

San Leandro students are invited to perform an
original or well-known essay, speech, or poem honoring MLK, Jr.
and celebrates his message of peace, tolerance, and social justice.

GIFT CARD PRIZES
EACH GRADE CATEGORY
3rd - 5th, 6th - 8th, 9th - 12th
First Place - $100
Second Place - $50
All participants receive a Certificate of Participation
Prizes made possible by the San Leandro Optimist Club

For details and to download the entry form, visit
http://www.sanleandro.org/depts/rec/special_events/default.asp
Entry Forms accepted until January 14, 2018
or 25 entry forms received
This is a City of San Leandro sponsored activity. For information, call 577-3473.

Fill somebody's stocking with the Gift of Life

American Red Cross Blood Drive
Assumption Church and School

Saturday, December 22, 2018
12:00pm ‐ 6:00pm
In the Small Hall

Please contact Jan Kehoe at jkehoe.blood@yahoo.com or
(510) 352‐2624 for more info and to schedule an appointment

