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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ROBERT TAVONATTI:
The year is flying by and we are coming to the end of the first semester. As the semester changes, so
too are we about to embark on a spring semester that will be filled with changes for the Pathways
program. These changes will affect Pathways in many ways and for many years to come. Sometimes
change is hard, and people tend to resist change, but change is necessary to grow and prosper.
The biggest change to come is that, as Executive Director for the past ten years, I have decided to
retire at the end of this school year. The time that I have worked at Pathways has truly been the
greatest and most satisfying in my 38-year career in education. I have seen the school grow from a
small and unsure infancy to a powerful and robust institution that has a profound effect on children’s
lives. I am so grateful to have been at the helm of this great school and to help guide it to where it is
today. The past ten years have had their rocky moments, and this ship has weathered several storms,
but the people who work for Pathways and the families that have supported it are the ones who are
truly responsible for its success. I appreciate all of you and know that you will continue to do great
work for many years to come.
The Pathways Board of Directors along with the administrative staff and teachers met in early
January to work on a strategic plan that will guide Pathways into the future. At this workshop we
constructed a timeline of the history of Pathways with all of its successes and challenges. The result
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of this exercise was a powerful visual representation of how education tends to flow in ten-year
cycles. Ten years ago there were many alligators in the swamp that could have proven fatal for
Pathways. We did survive, however, growing and maturing along the way. Many challenges have
occurred along the way such as funding cycles, the growth of Common Core, the changing
demographics of our student population, and legal changes affecting our learning centers. All of this,
combined with my upcoming retirement, has culminated with the Board and staff re-asking the
important question: “whom do we serve and how can we best serve them?” and then creating a
strategic plan to answer that question. The answer will unfold as the Pathways community embarks
on the next ten-year cycle. I have every confidence that the next ten year cycle will be even more
successful than the past one, and again want to thank everyone who contributed to making Pathways
what it is today.
Pathways will always have a piece of my heart.

Robert Tavonatti
ASSESSMENT UPDATE
Michele Blaisdell
The mid-year semester changeover is the perfect time to take a fresh look at each student’s
educational program needs, as we review their fall activities and progress and make plans for
their spring studies. Teachers and parents are encouraged to consider mid-year assessments, as
appropriate or required, depending on the student’s grade level, subject or course of study, and
individual need. These assessments might take the form of a curriculum unit test, a Renaissance
Reading or Math online assessment, or a high school final exam.
This transition point in the academic year also offers an opportunity to prepare for the upcoming
annual accountability assessments. As enrollees in a California public charter school, our
students take these tests, and we want them to feel as prepared and comfortable as possible.
As has been the practice and expectation for several years now, students in Grades 3-8 and 11
will complete summative assessments and performance tasks in English Language Arts and
Mathematics. New this year will be assessments for students in Grades 5, 8, and 10, based on
the updated California Next Generation Science Standards. (More to come re: this pilot
assessment.)
The bulk of the testing will take place during our primary window of April 24-28, 2017; however,
we will have some flexibility with make-up schedules and other individual needs. Many of the testing
logistics are determined regionally, so please contact your Area Coordinator with any questions.
Over the next few weeks, we’ll be updating the Pathways website and sending regional eBulletins
with more information. In addition, your student’s independent study teacher will be talking with
you about how best to prepare for these assessments, and they’ll be there to support you in
whatever way they can. Of course, should you have any questions or concerns, please reach out
to your IST, to your regional Area Coordinator, or to the Assessment Coordinator.
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FIELD TRIP UPDATES
By Julie Carter
AKA Field Trip Goddess

You may have wondered what happen to Field Trips for January!!! We actually had a rare month
without any. I was in recovery mode from the four ﬁeld trips in December.
Well I’ve caught my breath so here goes the schedule for second semester! Some dates have not
been set yet.
FebruaryNaIve Son- Stage ProducIon- February 7 – RegistraIon closed
Non-pathways overnight to Su4er’s Fort
MarchRancho Obi Wan Museum Tour-tentaIve March 1
Alcatraz- March 24—RegistraIon currently open
Exploratorium- March 24--- RegistraIon currently open
AprilRancho Obi Wan Museum Tour- tentaIve April 5
Solar Living InsItute – Nature Treasure Hunt—April 14
Solar Living InsItute- IntroducIon to Sustainability – April 14
Media Shakers hands on Media workshop TBA
MayMedia Shakers hands on Media workshop TBA
Quarry Hill Botanical Gardens TBA
Other events may be added—please watch the eBulle6ns
In December we had four ﬁeld trips:
1) Buck InsItute on Aging had 30 aaending
2) DanceReach producIon of the Nutcracker Ballet in Marin
had 50 aaending
3) San Francisco Ballet producIon of the Nutcracker had 45
aaending
4) Napa Valley Ballet producIon had 5 aaending.
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Solano Report

Upcoming Events/Date to
remember:

by Area Coordinator Jill Escareno
Spring Semester: Fall semester ends January 27th and as you meet
with your assigned teacher to finalize spring course planning, it’s a
perfect opportunity to acknowledge your child’s strengths and
challenges.
STEM Fair: This event was a success! We had 25 HS and 18 MS
students participate. Here is a list of our winners: Grace Gribi, Olivia
Bingham, Saul Cisneros, Isaiah Medina, Diane Licea, Gabriel Licea,
and Alexa Escareno. Special acknowledgments were also awarded to
Daniel Larson, Charles Leonard, Sana Khan, and Isabella Gonzales.
History Fair: This spring we will be having our first history fair event.
6th-11th grade students will complete a history project and present
them at a regional event. Students will choose a project topic, engage
with research and writing to analyze primary source documents and
other reliable resources, draw their conclusions, summarize their
findings, and create a display board. Teachers will be giving students
the history fair information packet during their February meetings.
Students should begin working on their projects in early March to
stay on track with the suggested tasks and timeline. The history fair
event will take place in May. More details to follow.
Assessment update: As you know, 3-8th and 11th grade students will
participate in the CAASP assessment during the week of April
24-28th. During that week site classes will be canceled and students
will attend multiple test sessions throughout the week. Teachers will
be providing Smarter Balance test preparation English and Math
materials for all participating students. Students have several
resources to utilize for test preparation including: online resources,
practice tests, and Triumph Learning Common Core Coach
workbooks. Grades 5, 8, and 10 will also complete a California
Science test using the same computer interface as the SBAC. Please
plan to spend additional time in student meetings with your IST to
review test information, preparation, and complete a practice test.
Students who have exposure to and practice this assessment will be
better prepared to complete the assessment.
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• End of fall semester-

Jan. 27th
• Spring semester begins-

Jan. 30th
• President’s Holiday/No

school-Feb. 20th
• Class Instructor

meeting/No MS hybrid
classes-Feb. 22nd
• Teacher Inservice/No

school-March 17th
Yearbook: The yearbook
theme is “Our Place Among
the Stars”. Don’t forget to
submit student pictures,
including baby pictures.
Make sure to order your
yearbook and pay the
$10.00 deposit by March
3rd. Yearbooks cost $35.00
and can be purchased by
contacting the yearbook
coordinator Sharon Payne.
Please email her with
questions regarding
purchasing an add, senior
pages, and more.
Sharon.payne@pathwaysch
arter.org.
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Marin Report
by Area Coordinator Michele Blaisdell

We have been enjoying a few days of sun – a welcome change after the recent deluge.
As we round the bend into the spring semester, we’re excited about the changes we’ve made
to our class offerings. With some creative juggling, we now have space in the Monday
enrichment classes for any middle schoolers who are interested in joining us, and we’re able
to provide more differentiated math instruction and some extra study hall support, to boot.
Wednesday mornings bring a new hands-on activity hour for younger students, supervised by
Loree, while some new students joining our Wednesday afternoon high school advisories will
add their voices to the mix. Finally, our resident thespian, Leslie, will be leading students in a
few improv exercises once a month after the Thursday study hall time.
Speaking of study hall, we encourage middle and high school students to join us whenever
possible on Thursday mornings from 9AM-12PM. Nora is on hand during the first half, to
answer questions and provide support in mathematics, while Michele is available during the
second half, to assist with writing and language arts. Students are welcome to use the time
for homework completion alone, but we hope they will take advantage of the teacher support
that is available.

STUDENT CELEBRATION: SKATEBOARDER ZOE
Marin Area 7th Grader Zoe Safanda competed in the Vans Girls Combi Pool Classic in Orange, CA on
January 21, 2017, and won 1st place in the 14 and under division, winning a huge trophy and $1000!
This is an invitation only event, which includes the top female bowl skaters in the world. There were
girls from the US, Japan, Brazil
and Australia.
The Vans Combi bowl is a
replica of the original Combi
(combination of square and
round) pool that was located in
Upland Skatepark during the
early 1980s. It was believed to
be one of the best pools in
skateboarding history. The
pool features 9ft 9in transitions
and is 12ft deep. The thing is
massive and always dares even
the most experienced skater.
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Mark your calendars for The Great Board Game Adventure on Thursday, February 9, at
6pm, at our San Rafael offices. We will have a chance to play some of the wonderfully
inventive games that our students have made to demonstrate an aspect of their learning.
Snacks and fun for the whole family!

Sonoma Report
by Area Coordinator Sara Jordan
Art Transitions
Our beloved art teacher, Ann Weber, has moved on to teach fulltime at a school in Healdsburg. We are excited that one of our own
Pathways’ teachers from Napa County, Sarah Amador, has been able
to step in to cover the art classes for the rest of this year. Sarah and
Ann were able to collaborate and plan for spring. Sarah, comes
from an artist family and is excited to share her expertise with our
adorable students. Also, our fantastic Tina stepped in as a guest art
teacher for two weeks to create some beautiful alcohol ink projects
with the students. Thank you to Ann for her passion and dedication
to enriching young minds!
Garden Pergola
After several weeks of postponement due to the rain, we were
finally able to tackle our garden pergola project. We owe a huge
thank you to garden teacher, Tonia McCallum, and her dedicated
neighbors, Jack and Monica, who helped with the design, creation
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of the materials list and were the leaders of the construction project. Without their hard work and
perseverance, this project would not have been completed. A hearty thank you to Friedman’s Home
Improvement Center for the donation of a $1,000 gift card which funded the materials. Thank you to
the various staff and families that came to work days or have helped finalize this project. We now
have a year-round space in the garden that classes and students can use.

Garden Field Trip
We have had a school field trip to harvest for ‘Farm to Pantry’ in Healdsburg an organization that
gleans leftover food from farms and donates it to the Healdsburg Food Pantry. We tasted to our
heart’s content then harvested, washed and weighed 40 lbs of carrots and 9 lbs of strawberries,
enough for 200 servings of fresh fruit and vegetables for seniors and others in need from Front Porch
Farms. It was beautiful. The morning fog surrendered to a crisp sunshiny day. We met the farm dog
(we nicknamed BiffleFlufflin aka Big Fluffy Dog), goats, chickens and took a walk to the Russian
River. It was such a privilege to be there and to help others.
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Parent forums
Please join Area Coordinator Sara Jordan at one of our spring forums to give your input on:
Thursday Classes for fall 2017. We will discuss the possible re-configuration of classes into grade
bands as follows: 1st/2nd, 3rd/4th and 5th/6th and 7th/8th and we as content area and enrichment
needs/desires.
7th/8th hybrid: Discuss how the first year of this pilot program went and give feedback for the any
changes to be implemented in 2017-18.
School Programs: What other programs and/or resources would you like to see the school offer? We
are launching this fall our first Career Technical Education Pathway in Information Technology. This
year, we hired a part-time math tutor for intervention work. We have increased the number of
student loaner laptops. We added high school Study Skills and English Skills…..what other needs do
you see?
Thursday February 2nd 1:00-1:45
Thursday February 9th 9:30-10:15
Monday February 13th 9:00-9:45
Spring Events
Please save the date for these three annual spring
events:
• Thursday May 18th 12:30-2:00 K-8
Performance Fair (more details on how to sign
-up to follow)
• Wednesday May 24th High School Lunch Celebration
• Tuesday May 30th approx. 5:00 pm 8th grade graduation
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Creative Garden Design and Structures
Workshop
Ages 12+ (min 8 students max 10 students)
$100 fee from student budgets

how to install drip irrigation to sustain food
production with minimum water
consumption. We will learn how to obtain
and recycle salvaged materials and what can
be safely re-used for gardens. Students will
come away with the knowledge and spark to
reproduce ideas in their own gardens, or the
gardens of friends an neighbors for fun or for
money!
Some concepts we will cover include:

8 weeks on Fridays 11:00-2:00
Mar 3, 10, 24, 31
April 14, 21
May 12, 19

Contact instructor Tonia to Register:
tonia.mccallum@gmail.com
In this course students will design a food and
pollinator garden for maximum yield and
drought tolerance in an urban setting.
Students will learn garden design principles
from a permaculture perspective and employ
artistic considerations to create comfortable
play and sitting spaces, garden beds and
support structures that are conducive to
attracting wildlife even in the city. Students
will learn about irrigation requirements and

Drought Tolerance / Dry farming
Hugelkultur / Permaculture
Cob and Straw Bale construction
Elementary Woodworking
Drip Irrigation
Sustainable Design
Companion Planting
Garden Bed Design

FOR ALL STUDENTS & PARENTS:
The creaIve minds at Pixar Studios have joined with the educaIonal
forces at Khan Academy to develop on incredible math and science tool
for students! PIXAR IN A BOX!!!!
www.pixarinabox.org

Pixar in a Box is a behind-the-scenes look at how Pixar artists do
their jobs. You will be able to animate bouncing balls, build a
swarm of robots, and make virtual fireworks explode. The subjects
you learn in school — math, science, computer science, and
humanities — are used every day to create amazing movies at Pixar.
This collaboration between Pixar Animation Studios and Khan
Academy is sponsored by Disney.
Language arts based lessons will be released soon!
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This event is coming up in the Marin region, and all are welcome to join. Questions? Contact
Leslie Scatchard: leslie.scatchard@pathwayscharter.org

10

11

12

Manga Comic retelling of the myth of Theseus, by Johnny Urbanski, Grade 8
https://www.pixton.com/from/comic/mqibgvkd
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For your reading pleasure, we’ll close this edition of The Pathways Phoenix with a short story
by student Zoe Rocco, based on the Warriors books by Erin Hunter.
🔥 Sunspot🔥
Sunspot squeezed out the door and into the strange stone yard. Finally, I’m free! He thought as he
scrambled up the fence. The sound of an angry twoleg echoed behind him as he sprinted away from
his prison and into a dark alley. He fidgeted with his collar until the buckle came undone. He sighed
as the tight band slid off his neck. Freedom.
***********************
He had been traveling aimlessly for at least a half a moon when he came upon an alleyway that was
caked in shadows. The place smelled strongly of cats. Maybe they could help me. “Hello.” he mewed
cautiously. “Why do you bother Skullclan.” a voice hissed as a black tom slid out from the shadows.
He was followed by 12 more. “What should we do with this trespasser.” a dark brown tom growled.
“Lets feed him to the dogs.” another cat purred. “ That's for Nightstar to decide, besides let's at least
hear what he has to say.” Nightstar? Skullclan? could these cats be another clan like mine? He
thought. “Silver! What did i tell you about interrupting important meetings!” Said a Gray tom.
Sunspot realized he was talking to the cat who had stood up for him, now he saw that she was no
older than Sunspot himself. She flicked her tail “I’m a warrior now Smokey, you don't have to keep
treating me like an apprentice.”
“You're my daughter, I can treat you however I like! Back to the den, Now!”
She huffed and slid back into the shadows, her silver pelt fading into the darkness. “Now that’s taken
care of…” Nightstar said with a glare at Smokey. “Who are you and what are you doing here, and
make it quick we have to leave at sundown.”
“ My name is Sunspot, I am a warrior of Fireclan, I was captured by twolegs and now i'm looking for
my home in the valley.” he said
“ The Valley!” Nightstar exclaimed “We have heard of the Valley and its abundant resources. Skullclan
will take you to the valley if you agree to let us make territory there.” Nightstar proposed. Sunspot
dipped his head,
“You have my word.”
***********************
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Sunspot was woken by Silver batting his ear. “Wake up.”
It had been another half moon traveling with skullclan and Sunspot was beginning to be doubtful
that Nightstar knew the way.
“Okay okay, i’m up.” Sunspot said drowsily.
“Nightstar says we'll be to the valley by sunhigh if we hurry.” Silver said. Sunspot jumped up. “Well
let's get goin!”
The cats continued on their journey until they came upon a break in between a chain of mountains.
“The mountain pass!” Sunspot cheered.
“This must be it.” Nightstar said.
Sunspot rushed forward with Nightstar and Skullclan following. He burst out into an enormous
valley surrounded by a wall of mountains.
“We did it!” Silver exclaimed.
“I’m home!” said Sunspot.
The rest of Skullclan gawked at the beautiful sight.
“Sunspot!” yelled a voice from the trees, and Sunspots sister Ambertail bounded out. She wrapped
herself around him and her eyes sparkled with tears.
“You’re back, everyone thought you were dead, but not me because I knew you would come back, I
just knew it!” Ambertail let go of Sunspot and turned to the confused faces of Skullclan. “Who are
they?” She asked cautiously. “Ambertail this is Skullclan, and Skullclan this is my sister
Ambertail.”Sunspot paused and turned to his sister. “You should get Scorchstar, he'll want to hear
what Nightstar has to say.” Ambertail nodded but confusion still hung in her eyes as she rushed off
into the forest. A few moments later she returned with 3 more cats. Scorchstar narrowed his eyes “
We are grateful for the return of Sunspot, what can we do to repay you?”
Nightstar bowed “We ask but a humble favor, allow us to make a home in this vast paradise.”
Scorchstar snorted “Paradise, is not how I’d describe it, but the shadowed pines have not yet been
claimed so do as you please but do not cross our borders. I will send a message to Snowclan
informing them of your arrival.”
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“Skullclan, follow me to our new home.” Nightstar yowled and Skullclan began its slow
precision across the fields and into the pines, their mingled pelts set ablaze by the fiery sun setting
over the mountains, the wind stirring up the golden sea of heather, an illusion of beauty only broken
the longing sigh of a cat who would miss his new friends.
🌨 Silver🌨
Silver settled down into her nest, she shivered. Winter was coming soon and Skullclan hadn’t even
finished their dens. Every morning she would wake up and be yelled at to start weaving more vines
to cover the dens they had built out of the cliff of the mountain. Her paws ached and her pads were
scratched. “Get out here and get to work,” she heard her father yell. She winced as she limped out
into the dim morning light, there was a chill in the air and her breath looked like clouds of smoke.
She headed over towards the cave where she had left the vines she was weaving. Her paws only
stung a little now because the frosted grass had numbed them. She began the long process of
weaving the vines, in and out, in and out; she sat there for what seemed like moons before she heard
Nightstar yell. “Eating time!” she lifted up her blanket of vines and rested it on her back like an extra
pelt and dragged herself out into the clearing. Cats lined up next to Nightstar and began showing
him their progress, a small tawny cat stepped up and showed him her vines. Nightstar wrinkled his
nose. “ That's worth a frog,” he said disdainfully. The she cat sighed and took a scrawny frog that
looked like barely enough for a kit. Silver waited until it was her turn and proudly lowered the vines
off her back. Nightstar seemed pleased with her work. “That,” he said pointing at Silver’s vine. “Now
that is real work.” Her pelt felt hot and she lowered her head in embarrassment. She didn’t want
anyone to think she was happy being favored by Nightstar just because she was the deputy’s
daughter. He lifted up a rabbit from the pile and dumped it at her feet. “You have earned some rest,”
he called to his son Shadowpelt. “Take her vine and hang it in the mouth of the warriors den.”
Shadowpelt nodded and dragged the vine blanket off to the the warriors den. One of Nightstar’s
guards led her off to the ledge where the cats who had finished their work went. Her heart ached
when she looked back at the jealous faces of her clanmates. She flopped onto the floor and covered
her head with her paws. “Don’t be sad,” said a brown tom above her. Oak she thought, she had seen
him around but he had never actually talked to her before. “We all know that Nightstar isn’t being
fair to all those other cats,” he said softly. She lifted her head and sat up. There were at least five cats
in the cave with her and Oak. Oak’s green eyes sparkled sadly. Her heart filled with despair, this place
is wrong she thought, I don’t belong here, and then she realized that she was right. She remembered
Sunspot and Ambertail, how they seemed so happy. Then it hit her, the thing that had been lingering
in the back of her mind ever since they got here. “ I need to run away,” she said firmly. There was a
gasp and the other cats looked nervous as if Nightstar could hear them. Finally Oak said “ I don’t
blame you.” His voice was calm but his eyes were bright with excitement. And then he said
something no other cat had ever said to her in her life. “I’ll help you,” he smiled. “I’ll show you how
to get out and I’ll tell Nightstar you ran and I couldn't catch you.” This was true, she was the fastest
cat in the clan, no one could catch her. “Tonight?” she asked. “Tonight.” he replied.
***********************
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Silver stayed low to the ground, following Oak around the clearing and into the pines. As soon as
they hit the forest they stood up. “ This way.” Oak said and sprinted off. She raced after him. “I can
always pass him,” she thought, but decided he knew the way better. They burst out into the field at
the center of the clans. “We made it!” she cried. The moonlight shone off her pelt, making her seem
to glow. She would head to fireclan, they would take her in, she knew they would because she helped
bring back Sunspot. She brushed her pelt against Oak’s “Thank you.” she said. He nudged her “ You
go to your new clan.” this time his green eyes were sad and happy. “Goodbye, i’ll see you at
gatherings.” she shouted and sprinted off into the forest, just as Sunspot once had, at least she would
have one friend in this new clan.
🔥 Sunspot🔥
“Silver!” Sunspot shouted, it was early in the morning and the light was dim, but Sunspot recognized
the tabby pelt of Silver. “What are you doing here?” he smiled so wide you could see the back of his
throat. He had no idea how much he missed Silver, she was the kindest cat in Skullclan. She lowered
her head “I ran away from Skullclan.” she admitted. “ I want to join Fireclan.” she said, “If you will
have me.”
“Of course we’ll have you!” he ran over to her. She smiled. “ Good, I'd thought you would have to
throw me in a pit of fire.”
He laughed “That's not why we’re called fireclan.” He turned and began to walk. “This way to the
fireclan camp!” he called. She followed. At the center of the woods where the trees meet the
mountains there was a clearing behind the rock walls. Carved out on every side were caves with
vines growing naturally over the openings. A stream trickled down the mountain and into a pool to
the side. Silver marveled at the beautiful camp. A gray tom walked up. “ Who’s this cat?” he asked
cautiously, pointing at Silver. She shrank under the great tom’s stare. Sunspot walked in between
them. “Clifftail, this is Silver, she has come to join our clan.” Clifftail sniffed her thoughtfully. “She
smells like Skullclan.” he growled. A Cream she cat walked up. “Wasn’t she with the group of cats
that brought Sunspot back?” she asked suspiciously. Sunspot growled with annoyance. “ I don’t have
time for this, I need to speak with Scorchstar.” and with that he whisked Silver off to the leader’s den
which was sheltered under a rocky outcropping in the center of the cliff. Sunspot stood outside and
called into the den. “May we come in?” A voice answered, “ Yes.” Sunspot led Silver into the cave. It
was brightly lit by the glow worms gathered on the walls and in the middle was a nest where a
brown tom sat. “Who is this?” He asked, looking at Silver. “ This is Silver, she wants to join our clan”
Sunspot said sternly. Silver leaned against him nervously. Scorchstar murmured something under his
breath and looked back to them. “Ok but on one condition-”
“I’ll do anything!” Silver said.
“You take on a traditional warrior name.” Scorchstar said plainly.
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“Of course!”
🌨 Sliver🌨
“Silvercloud! Silvercloud!” Silvercloud could almost burst with excitement as her new clanmates
called out her name. Some cats looked skeptical, but their mouths still moved with the others. After
the ceremony everyone calmed down and began to share news. Silvercloud heard some cats
muttering about her.
“Oh great, now we have another mouth to feed this winter” the she cat said. “She’s not even from
Fireclan.” Another growled. “That’s enough!” A gray tom hissed. The cats lowered their heads in
shame. “Sorry Grayghost.” They said reluctantly. “Grayghost is the deputy” she thought,
remembering his perch next to the leader’s rock. And his name fit, because the moment she looked
away he was gone, leaving the troublemakers sitting there. “Silvercloud is a good name.” She jumped
back at the sound of Grayghost’s voice. He was behind her, grooming his fur. “Sorry, I didn't mean to
startle you.” He snickered. “ I do that a lot.” She smiled back. “This place is great!” She said happily.
He nodded back. “Welcome to Fireclan.”
To Be Continued...
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