Massena Central School Board of Education Update
April 12, 2019

Moving Massena Forward
On Monday I attended a meeting of the Moving Massena Forward Committee led by Mayor Tim
Currier. The group is currently focusing on a resubmission of the Downtown Revitalization
Initiative (DRI) grant to the state. The $10 million grant would help the Village of Massena
“build upon its momentum in rediscovering and revitalizing its historic, intimate, and picturesque
downtown. An award through the DRI will ensure a long-term, cohesive plan for the Village,
leading to definitive measures of sustainability and viability, where residents not only live, but
thrive.”
At the meeting, we split into groups to work on various aspects of the application and process
including project development, community support, and event planning. It is anticipated that the
application will be completed by the end of May. As we are in competition with several other
North Country communities, it is important to develop the strongest application possible. There
is considerable energy by community leaders to help revitalize our historic downtown. If anyone
would like to join this important effort please contact Mayor Currier.
Local Government Task Force
On Thursday, I attended a meeting of the Local Government Task Force (LGTF) at the Town of
Louisville offices. The LGTF includes St. Lawrence County, the towns of Louisville, Massena
and Waddington, the villages of Massena and Waddington and the Massena and MadridWaddington school districts. The focus of the meeting was working together to develop a master
plan for tourism in collaboration with the St. Lawrence County Chamber of Commerce. A
committee is expected to be formed with municipal representation to identify gaps and
opportunities for tourism development. The Task Force also discussed recreation projects
anticipated in Waddington and Massena using NYPA funding. This includes a major project at
the Massena intake.
I updated the Committee on the District’s energy efficiency project which will replace virtually
all indoor lighting at the elementary schools and outside lighting throughout the District with
more efficient LED lamps. We have a pre-bid meeting on Monday for potential contractors to
learn more about the project. We anticipate awarding the project in mid-May and work to begin
at the end of June. We are very excited to move forward with this project that will be fully grant
funded and will significantly lower our energy usage and costs.
Opioid Task Force
On Friday, I attended the St. Lawrence County Opioid Task Force in Canton. I joined the group
in December when it was initiated by SLC Department of Health Director Dana OlzenakMcGuire to deal with the growing opioid epidemic. The initiative brings together representatives
from government, education, healthcare, non-profits and other organizations dealing with the

impact of drug use in the region. Our collaborations focus on prevention, intervention, treatment
and recovery. On Friday, a presentation was provided on the impact of poverty including the use
of drugs. Upcoming meetings will center on mental health, vaping and marijuana.
Here is a North Country Now article with more details about the work of the Task Force.

State Budget News
The following information is from NYS School Boards Association Public Relations Director
Julie Marlette:
NYSSBA Governmental Relations has completed the update to the district-by district state aid
database to incorporate information about the 2019-20 final budget. To see where your district
stands against the statutory formula, on a district-wide and per pupil basis, look up your district's
information, as well as helpful information on state aid below.



NYSSBA 2019-20 Final Aid Database
State Aid: What School Board Members Should Know
TRS Reserve Fund

Many districts have reached out to us seeking additional information on the establishment of a
TRS reserve fund. Please note that today is the 10th day since delivery, so the Executive only has
until midnight tonight to act on the bill. However, since this provision was included the budget
agreement, no problems are anticipated. Additional information on this provision, provided by
TRS is included below.


TRS Reserve Fund Summary
Advocacy Day - District Choice on Schools as Polling Places

NYSSBA members have continued to raise concerns about the use of school district buildings as
polling places and wish to have the right to decline that designation. Legislation has been
introduced that would allow districts to decline use of their buildings for voting in state, federal
and local elections. This bill (A.4743, Galef) would also allow districts to move school district
elections to a building other than a school building.
NYSSBA is planning an advocacy day on Tuesday, April 30th to promote this important
legislation. If your district would be interested in participating in this event, please contact
Belinda Heckler at 518-783-3742 or Belinda.heckler@nyssba.org.



NYSSBA Memorandum of Support A.4743 (Galef)
Sponsor Memo and Bill Text A.4743 (Galef)

Massena CSD In The News
Wednesday, April 10, 2019
“Petitions available for those seeking seat on local board of education” – Bob Beckstead,
Courier-Observer
Local Board of Education elections, to be decided on May 21, 2019, are reported.
Link:
https://www.mpcourier.com/dco/petitions-available-for-those-seeking-seat-on-local-board-ofeducation-20190409
Wednesday, April 10, 2019
“Massena Central School superintendent recommending 0 percent tax levy increase” – Bob
Beckstead, Courier-Observer
The proposed 0.9 percent tax levy increase recently proposed is now reduced to 0 percent in the
budget for 2019-20.
Link:
https://www.mpcourier.com/dco/massena-central-school-superintendent-recommending-0percent-tax-levy-increase-20190410
Jefferson Elementary School
News & Notes
Leif’s Maple Syrup Lesson
Some students in Mrs. Short's class are enjoying waffles with maple syrup that one of her 4th
grade student's, Leif Olson, helped his Dad and Papa make this spring. He explained to the
students the process of making the syrup from tapping the trees to sealing and capping the
containers. He informed them that it takes about 40 gallons of sap to boil down to make 1 gallon
of pure Amber Maple Syrup. So Thanks to Leif and Mr. Al's Angry Maple for all the hard work
and sharing it with us.

Letter K with shaving cream

Each week Mrs. Albon’s students work on a new letter. This week happened to be the letter
"K". We used shaving cream to make the letter K with our fingers as a sensory activity.
Something different for them to try and its great practice for them in practicing letter formation.
Jennifer Hannah-Albon
Special Education Teacher
Jefferson Elementary School
Mrs. Goodrow’s Classroom News
Chad, one of Mrs. Goodrow’s G-Crew students, shows off his awesome independent writing
work. This program incorporates individual academic learning goals paired with developmental
approaches to encourage and support learners of varying abilities.

In the G-Crew developmentally based program students take their break time playing in a small
groups to help encourage communication, social skills & imaginative play. Playing is a key
component of learning in this multi-level district program.

Positivity Project
Hunter Angeloni (Kindness, Honesty)
Congratulations to Hunter for being generous to others and never too busy to help out. He enjoys
doing good deeds for other people.
Jacob Monroe (Fairness)
Congratulations Jacob for believing that all people have value. He approaches each situation with
an unbiased mindset and treats everyone with respect.

Fifth-Grader Recognized
Jefferson Fifth-Grade student, Andrea Thibault, was recently recognized by her teacher, Mr.
Hayes, for her excellent work ethic and perseverance. Congratulation Andrea and keep up the
great work!

Jefferson Artists
Third Grade Research Videos
In Library Classes, the third-grade students have been working in teams to create Animal
Research Posters and "Research News" videos. The videos were created using green-screen
technology and the teams had to create or find a background image to match their work. In the
picture are Derrek, Dominick, and Max.

Grade 5 and 6 Digital Animation
In art classes, fifth and sixth-grade students have made digital animation with their Google Slide
Apps. The whole school enjoyed their creative animations with feature movies that were shown
in the cafeteria for breakfast and lunch. In the 5th-grade animation pictures is Luke Hurlbut who
made a Navy Ship. He hopes to someday join the Navy. In the 6th-grade animation, in the
photograph is Anthony Bush and he animated Thor's Hammer Traveling to Earth.

Kindergarten Mini-Murals
In Art, the kindergarteners have been learning teamwork with creating mini-murals of
underwater fish. The artist that they were inspired by is Christian Lassen. In the photograph is
Jackson, Arya, Rio, and Lydia.

Jefferson’s Battle of the Books
Four Jefferson Elementary teams recently competed in the Battle of the Books competition held
at the Massena Public Library. We are so proud of you!

Terminelli’s Terminators!
Coached by Mrs. Terminelli
Davanna Deshane, Amerie Delemiore, Maddy Hendricks, Mercedes Barse

Reading Raiders
Coached by Mrs. Kellogg
Joshua Barksdale, David LaDue, Sophia Nason, Carmen Collins

The Quad Wizards
Coached by Mrs. Terminelli
Zander Wilhelm, Adrianna Summers, Rylee Cole, Maddy LaDuke

Madison Elementary School
News & Notes
March Madness Attendance Competition
For the month of March students in grades PreK-6 competed in a March Madness attendance
competition. Mrs. Burkhalter created a large bulletin board that displayed the brackets and the
winners for each week. The winning grade level, grade 2, participated in various basketball
relays created by Mr. Matejcik. Staff members contacted local college basketball teams and our
high school sports teams for donations to raffle off to students who had perfect attendance in the
month of March. Below you will see a picture of our bulletin board display with the winners. It
sure was a fun filled month and we are proud of the increase of students who had perfect
attendance.

Music in Our Lobby
Mr. Draper and the fifth and sixth grade band members provided us with fabulous music in the
lobby during Music in Our Schools week.

Sixth Graders Traveled to Egypt
Using their phones, Google Cardboard and Google Streetview, Madison 6th graders “traveled to"
Egypt to explore places of historical significance such as the Pyramids of Giza, the Sphinx and
the Valley of the Kings. They also "visited" Mohenjo Daro as well as the Tigris and Euphrates
Rivers.

NCATA Art Show
Congratulations to the Madison students who had their art pieces on display at the art show
hosted by St. Lawrence Lewis BOCES! We thank Mrs. Gonthier for making this possible for our
students.

Upcoming Events:
1. 4/23- Bus Drill @ 9:00 am
2. 4/25 – Pre-K/Kindergarten Registration at Madison- 12:00-6:00

Nightengale Elementary School
News & Notes
Mrs. Gonthier’s Nightengale Art AwardsA few winners were:
Kaitlyn Dostie, Falling Chalk Leaves.
Mackenzie Matthes with her Regionalist Landscape
Chelsy King-Swamp with her Van Gogh Sunflowers
Ava Wilson with Butterfly

Nightengale Emergency Bag
Thank You to the PTO for the generous donation of a new well stocked Trauma Bag for
Nightengale Elementary School. Being ready and prepared for the unexpected emergencies is
the goal of our Safety Team.

With Ms. Frary’s Class
In celebration of Spring our 4th graders participated in dyeing eggs with rice. We couldn’t just
send the students home with beautifully colored eggs without an egg carrier…… so we
challenged them to build an egg carrier to transport their eggs by upcycling. They could only
create their design with previously used materials. What a fun and creative way to teach our kids
about reuse and recycling.

Nightengale Spring Concert
The concert WILL be rescheduled to TUESDAY, MAY 14th at 7:00 PM in the Nightengale
gym. I understand that since this is a makeup date, conflicts may arise. I will be sending home a
new concert reminder letter ASAP and I will post it here. If you have any questions or concerns,
please email me directly at my school email.

However, the Nighthawks had a sneak preview on Thursday April 11, 2019. Here are a few shots
of the show.

Nightengale’s 1st Annual Basketball Game
Last week, over 30 staff members joined the PTO in the 1st Annual Staff vs. Staff Basketball
game. Teachers and staff were players, cheerleaders, announcers, helped with concessions and
were in the stands to cheer each other on!!! The evening was full of fun for all, with laughs from
the crowd, players and cheerleaders. We were amazed at the school spirit that was shown.
Nightengale raised over $400.00 for our PTO. Many thanks to all our Nighthawks!!

District Upcoming Events
4/15-19—Spring Break
4/22—Board of Education Meeting—6:30 pm—Hs Room 314
4/27—Nightengale Musical: Alice in Wonderland—6:00 pm—HS Auditorium

