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Diamond Valley Lake Trail Cleanup
Hemet Unified School District (HUSD) is teaming up
with the City of Hemet, Hemet Police Department,
Riverside County Sheriff’s Department, Hemet Fire
Department, Hemet/San Jacinto Chamber of Commerce, and Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians to host
clean up days around the community.
On Saturday, October 6, 2018, representatives from
these organizations met at Diamond Valley Lake
Northeast Trailhead to pick up trash. Mayor Michael
Purciful, Riverside County Sheriff’s Captain Leonard
Purvis, Hemet Police Department Lieutenant Glen
Brock, Hemet Fire Department Chief Scott Brown,
Hemet Unified Superintendent Christi Barrett, Hemet/
San Jacinto Chamber of Commerce Board Member
Patricia Scott and various other community members
volunteered. Along with the adults were several students from West Valley High School, Tahquitz High
School, Western Center Academy, and Hemet High
School, all willing to spend their Saturday morning to
give back to their community.

We look forward to creating another event in which
the community and its leaders can work together to
make our community stronger! Thank you to all of the
volunteers and to CR&R for donating trash bags and a
dumpster and to Eastern Municipal Water District for
donating water bottles.

Hemet High’s Culinary Team Wins 1st!
Hemet High School students in the school’s Culinary
Career Technical Education (CTE) class won first
place in the Culinary Chopped Competition at the
Perris Southern California Fair on October 7, 2018.
This was the first time Hemet High was represented at
this culinary competition.
The competitors were asked to prepare a salad, appetizer, entrée and dessert with limited resources and
ingredients. The Hemet High team won the
competition with their deconstructed spring roll salad
with quinoa and a peanut butter dressing, garlic bread
made of an eggo waffle and blooming potatoes with
garlic sauce, hot cheeto fried chicken with a side of
guacamole and roasted asparagus, and an open apple
pie with a stuffed apple on an eggo waffle drizzled
with caramel sauce.
The competition wasn’t the only challenge the
students needed to face. A half an hour before the
competition began, the Hemet High team was still
short one team member. Luckily one of the team
members, Fernando Parga, had brought a friend with
him to the competition, Kalin Whitfield, and Kalin
was brought on as the fourth member so the team
could compete. This competition was the first time
Fernando, Kalin, Ariana Nassar and Mackenzie Lanier
had ever worked together.

“I was impressed by how well we communicated,”
said Kalin. The team said each member just floated to
where they were needed, whether that was cleaning,
gathering ingredients, or preparing for the next meal.
The team had to work together to create solutions to
challenges they faced throughout the competition.
They only had two knives, no eggs, milk and only 10
minutes to review the inventory of ingredients.
Despite the challenges, the team rose to the occasion
to provide out of the box solutions to their problems
such as using ladles to mash food for the sauces they
prepared. However, the team seemed eager to sign up
for another competition and to work together again.
Congratulations to Fernando, Kalin, Ariana, and
Mackenzie for winning first place in the Culinary
Chopped Competition! We know you represented the
Hemet community well throughout the competition!

College and Career Fair
On Tuesday, October 23, 2018, Hemet Unified School ranges of people that attended; many middle school
District (HUSD) had its annual district-wide College students were at booths talking to various schools
and Career Fair at West Valley High School’s
about their future.
gymnasium from 6-8 p.m.
Vendors that attended were impressed by the students,
This event was created four years ago for students
and they witnessed the sincerity and interest students
who are actively thinking about their next steps in life showed in their future. Students were asking questions
and to provide information about various options
about acceptance rates, programs offered, and other
available to them after high school.
questions to plan a pathway for their future.
Staff is always looking for ways to make the fair as
valuable to our students and their families as possible.
This is the second year in which attendees were
invited to different workshops during the event to
receive more information about various topics.
Families were taught about entrance requirements for
college and how to afford college in a financial
literacy class.

Thank you to all of the families that were able to join
us for the Fair. We were excited to see the interest
students and families showed throughout the evening.
We look forward to next year, as well as to the
positive outcome that will surely be the result of this
wonderful event.

Hundreds of people were able to connect with
colleges and businesses at this year’s College and
Career Fair. Staff was excited to see the vast age
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Cawston’s Friday Flag with a College Twist
Cawston Elementary School Flag Friday on October
5, 2018, progressed as each assembly has in the past.
Parents came to take pictures as students were
recognized for following the code of conduct and
exhibiting the positive qualities of being respectful,
honest, and safe. Students were given Brag Tags for
being honest, certificates for completing lessons and
challenges, and classes were recognized for the
average class attendance rate. The assembly was
following the same timeline as the assembly before.
That is, until Counselor Aida Sandoval stepped up to
the microphone to introduce College Kickoff!
Mrs. Sandoval explained to students the importance of
education. She explained that after their time at
Cawston, the majority of them would move on to
Rancho Viejo Middle School, and then to Tahquitz
High School. She explained to them that after high
school students could go to college to continue their
education. She explained that their educational
journey, which has begun at Cawston, will lead them
to various opportunities. She then asked for the
Tahquitz High School cheerleaders to join her on the
blacktop. The cheerleaders ran out smiling and
clapping as they greeted the students.

After the Tahquitz cheerleaders performed, Aida took
to the stage again and invited two of the cheerleaders
to join her. The students explained what Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is and
talked about the importance of taking the PSATs and
SATs. At this point of the program, a few students
came up to the microphone to announce what they
would like to be when they grow up. Career fields
varied from an illustrator to a veterinarian. Students
were then taught about high school commencement
and what the meaning of the cap, gown, and tassel are.
Students were then asked to join in as the entire crowd
sang the chorus of a college version of “In My
Feelings” by Drake. The chorus was changed to
“Comets are you reading, are you writing, are you
down with the knowledge? Cause I need you, and I
want you to go to college!” Preceding the event,
students witnessed a dance battle between the
Tahquitz Titan and Bennie the Bengal from Riverside
Community College.

“It is important as educators that we encourage our
students to think and get excited about school,
especially at an early age. Planting the college seed
“They are little ones so the entertainment value really early enlightens our students to strive, to be
hits home for them,” said Sandoval. The Tahquitz
successful, and to have a positive outlook on their
cheerleaders performed a dance routine complete with future.”
stunts and gymnastics. Sandoval said combining a fun
performance while providing a message about college Thank you to Aida Sandoval, the Cawston Elementary
and how fun the educational journey is, will be more School staff, Tahquitz Cheer Coach Sarah Peterson,
impactful if students are having fun at the same time. and the Tahquitz cheerleaders for creating such a
Students gasped as the cheerleaders were tossed in the positive event for your students. It was an event they
air, clapped as they performed complicated
are surely going to remember!
gymnastics, and danced where they sat as they
watched the performance.
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Students of the Month
On October 18, 2018, students from Hemet Unified
and San Jacinto Unified were recognized as Students
of the Month at an awards breakfast held at the Sizzler
Restaurant in Hemet. Students were selected from
Hemet High School, West Valley High School,
Tahquitz High School, Hamilton High School,
Alessandro High School, San Jacinto High School, and
Mountain View High School/Mountain Heights
Academy.

can improve. Estaban came to Tahquitz last year and
he did not speak any English. Due to his perseverance
he is now fluent in English and applies that same work
ethic to his other classes. He currently has a 3.47 GPA
and plans to attend a four-year university in the United
States to become an engineer.

Paulina Galindo was selected by her Art teacher, Mr.
Riegle, as Hamilton High School’s Student of the
Month. Mr. Riegle said he nominated Paulina for
Sponsors of the Student of the Month Program donated being a true leader on the Hamilton High campus.
backpacks filled with gifts, gift certificates, a plaque, Paulina is currently a member of California
and much more. The students had an opportunity to
Scholarship Federation (CSF), ASB, Interact, and is an
thank their families and teachers who have supported active participant in the Beautification Project on
them and helped them plan their future life goals.
campus. Paulina hopes to attend University of
California, Los Angeles, to major in computer science
Matito Shivers was chosen as Hemet High’s Student of and become a software engineer. She hopes this career
the Month for his compassionate and selfless nature.
will allow her to not just live in the future, but “be a
Staff said he is wise beyond his years, goes above and part of creating the future.”
beyond for others, and always has a kind word to give
for someone in need. Matito plays football, is a
Tyrisha Green was nominated by her Advisory
member of the track team, and President of the Men of teacher, Frances Garrison, as Alessandro High
Excellence group on campus. After high school he
School’s Student of the Month. Ms. Garrison
plans to join the military and play football. He hopes
nominated Tyrisha for being a model student since she
that joining the Naval Academy will allow him to help arrived at Alessandro and for her positive and
more people.
enthusiastic personality. Garrison joked that Tyrisha
seems like more of a colleague than a student. Tyrisha
Jordan Hubbell was chosen as West Valley High
said she tries to be a role model for those around her,
School’s Student of the Month. Jordan was nominated especially her siblings. She plans to attend Mt. San
by her math teacher, Dana Gonzalez, for her poise and Jacinto College next year to continue her education.
work in helping create a positive school culture at
West Valley. Jordan currently has a 4.29 GPA and is a Congratulations to the students, teachers, principals,
member of the school’s Varsity Volleyball team, is a
and family members. It was an inspiring morning
Children’s Ministry Worker, Vacation Bible School
celebrating these students and their bright futures.
Leader, and AP Calculus Tutor. After high school,
Jordan plans on attending college to receive her
teaching credential and coming back to West Valley to
become a math teacher.
Estaban Garibay Paredes was selected as Tahquitz
High School’s Student of the Month. Esteban was
nominated by his English teacher, Ms. Otis for his
work ethic and always looking for ways in which he
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Governing Board Award
The Governing Board of the Hemet Unified School
District, on nomination by Trustee Megan Haley, has
selected LaNett Hollenkamp, Teacher at Cottonwood
School, as the October recipient of the Governing
Board Recognition and Award.

gives her students much more. She equips her students
with the tools they need to be kind and thoughtful
members of society while instilling a sense of
self-worth in every person who passes through her
classroom door. She capitalizes on each day, giving
students a fun learning environment and at the end of
the day, they are excited for what tomorrow’s lesson
Ms. LaNett Hollenkamp received her Bachelor’s
will bring. There is nothing more powerful than an
Degree from the University of Florida in December
educator who is passionate about teaching, who loves
1991 and a Master’s Degree from California State
University, Fresno in December 1998. She began her the kids, has a strong work ethic, and is always
tenure in Hemet Unified as a teacher at Bautista Creek looking for ways to improve in her classroom. LaNett
is an invaluable asset to Cottonwood’s staff and to the
in 2003. Ms. Hollenkamp also served as a Reading
Specialist and Program Specialist at the District level community.
before returning to the classroom as a second grade
For outstanding performance, professionalism and
teacher. LaNett’s passion for teaching is unmatched;
loyalty to the Hemet Unified School District, Trustee
the kind of passion that resonates in everything that
Megan Haley presented LaNett Hollenkamp with the
she does and in the lives of the students she teaches.
Governing Board Recognition of Excellence Award
LaNett is not just passionate about teaching, she is
and a $500 certificate to be used toward the District
passionate about the success of every one of her
students. She invests her heart and mind in fostering a program of her choice.
love for learning and an eagerness to succeed. It is an
understatement to say that Ms. Hollenkamp loves her
kids. She has been known to cook dinner for families
of her students, to comb and fix student’s hair before
school begins, and to encourage students, past and
present, to make thoughtful choices. While some
teachers present curriculum, you will find that LaNett

Hemet High Student Donates Hair
A tenth grade student at Hemet High School donated
10 inches of her hair to help provide a wig to women
who are currently being treated for cancer.

Malia’s sympathetic personality will serve her well as
she works to become a pediatrician. She hopes to attend California State University, Fullerton, to further
her education after high school.

Malia Arrocena accompanied her older sister, Julia, to
Spa Pechanga where the two women cut their hair in Great work to the Arrocena sisters and for helping
order to donate it. Malia said she and her sister were
bring awareness to other ways in which community
there to support a family friend, Donna Miranda, who members can help others.
has been diagnosed with breast cancer.
Although this is the first time Malia has had short hair,
she was happy to have been able to help someone else
in need. “I know it’s going to a good cause and it was
the right thing to do.”
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Faculty Focus Friday Posts
Melissa Mercer was chosen as the Faculty Focus
Friday employee for elementary schools! Melissa is a
Kindergarten teacher at Jacob Wiens Elementary
School. She has been teaching for 19 years and has
been at Wiens since it opened in 2001. Melissa is a
West Valley graduate and went to elementary and
middle school in Hemet as well. She
continues to have an unwavering
commitment to laying a strong
foundation for her Kindergarten
students and always goes above and
beyond the call of duty to ensure her
Kindergarten team and the entire Jag
family is happy and having fun! Thank
you Melissa for your hard work and
dedication to the students and staff in Jaguar Country!
Jessica Brenner was chosen as the Faculty Focus
Friday employee for elementary schools! Jessica is
currently the Office Manager at Hamilton K-8 and is
a former student of Hamilton when it was a K-12
school. She was part of the first graduating class of
the current Hamilton High School in 2000. She has
lived in Anza for 25 years and has 3 sons, two of
whom attend the Hamilton Schools.
She has been a tremendous asset to the
school since she was hired last year.
Thank you Jessica Brenner for the
support you give to students, families
and staff!
Esmeralda Chavez was chosen as the Faculty Focus
Friday employee for high schools. Esmeralda is the
Parent/Community/Outreach Liaison for Tahquitz
High School and has been a Titan for over a year
now. In that time, school staff have seen a drastic
increase in both parent and community partnerships.
Esmeralda is an asset to the school and has helped
create an environment where parents and guests feel
welcome. The newly remodeled parent center serves
all stakeholders and provides a place for parents
where they feel they belong. Tahquitz
is blessed to have someone so
dedicated to their students, parents,
and community members. Thank
you, Esmeralda, for all you do!
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Lisa Ruiz was selected as the Faculty Focus Friday
employee for high schools. Lisa is the first person
everyone sees as they enter West Valley High
School. She greets visitors while answering
questions and directing them to the appropriate
destination and is the first person students see in the
morning as she greets them with a smile and checks
their identification in an effort to keep our campus
safe. She is helpful and always lends a hand to her
peers when they are in need of assistance. Lisa takes
her job responsibilities seriously and treats everyone
professionally. She is always
willing to listen and help
students, staff, parents, and
visitors while at the same time
enforcing school policy and
procedures. Her
professionalism is a positive
reflection of our school and she is truly a valued
member of the Mustang team. Thank you for
everything that you do in order to keep the students
and staff at West Valley safe!

Kristopher Brooks was selected as the Faculty Focus
Friday employee for middle schools. Mr. Brooks is
the PBIS Specialist for Diamond Valley Middle
School. He has quickly built positive relationships
with students, staff, and families. During the first
month of school, Mr. Brooks provided support to
families in need by providing resources to support
student success at Diamond Valley Middle
School. Additionally, Mr. Brooks works diligently
with at-risk students to support their social and
emotional needs. He is a caring person who listens to
understand, provides positive motivation and needed
support to all students. For the month of September,
Mr. Brooks was recognized by Sylvan Learning
Centers as a result of one of our students, Ethan
Ulloa, nominating him as "Kid's Choice" educator.
Way to go Mr. Brooks, and keep
making Diamond Valley SHINE!
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Faculty Focus Friday Posts
Ilene Epley was chosen as the Faculty Focus Friday
employee for elementary schools. Ilene is a Kindergarten Assistant and Supervision Aide at Little Lake
Elementary, but her true title could be Goodwill
Ambassador. She works tirelessly to make Little
Lake a warm and happy place, often saying, “It’s all
about the kids.” Here are just a few of her
endeavors: she organizes school dances attended by
hundreds of Little Lake families; she started a
Holiday Store that delights the campus; she designs
and produces school t-shirts and much more! Ilene
Epley is loved by all and gives that
love back to everyone she
encounters. Thank you Ilene for
your dedication to the Little Lake
students, family and staff!

Brandon Berry has been selected as the Faculty
Focus Friday employee for middle schools. Mr.
Berry is a PBIS Technician at Rancho Viejo Middle
School. He continues to go above and beyond in
assisting and supporting students on campus. Mr.
Berry has an excellent work ethic and is an excellent
example and mentor for many of the young men at
Rancho Viejo. Mr. Berry has commanded the
respect and admiration of students through his
authentic and genuine approach. He
has made his mark at Rancho Viejo
already by supporting a morning
basketball program, as well as
supporting the Integrated Systems
Framework (ISF) Tiered teams in
maintaining PBIS gold status. Way to
go Mr. Berry!

Kristy Vineyard was chosen as the Faculty Focus
Friday employee for Alternative Schools. "Miss V," as the students refer to her, is a veteran district employee
with over 19 years of service in Hemet Unified. She serves as an Instructional Aid (SH) at
ASPIRE Community Day School and specializes in working with alternative education
students. Miss V understands the importance of making connections with the students in order
to build positive relationships. She brings a small gift for every student on their birthday as "It
may be the only gift they receive." Furthermore, Miss V acknowledges, "Alternative education
can be tough; we just have to remember not to take things personally and that we are the
adult. In the end, the rewards of helping our kids far outweigh the challenges." Thank you
Miss V for being a positive influence in the lives of the students on campus.

Social Media (click on picture to access)
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Security Corner
During October, the Hemet Unified School District
initiated a new active shooter / armed intruder training
system for all employees. The program is called
ALICE (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter,
Evacuate). Each employee will take an online class
with basic information which will be followed up with
some face-to-face instruction. Since the training was
released, 336 employees have become ALICE
certified and another 388 employees have started the
training.

Elementary, Cawston Elementary and Winchester
Elementary. Several other school sites are out to bid
and will begin installation in December. The goal is to
have all sites completed by June 2019.

In February 2019, the Hemet Unified School District
will be hosting an ALICE instructor training for
several of our employees and our law enforcement
partners. Currently the class is half full and we are
actively seeking employees who want to become
certified instructors to serve as a site resource. As we
are hosting the training, we are able to offer the class
for a greatly reduced tuition rate. Contact the Security
Department with questions about ALICE or instructor
training.
The Security Camera Project is continuing and this
month we completed installations at Dartmouth
Middle School and McSweeny Elementary School. In
November we will begin the installation of security
cameras at Bautista Creek Elementary, Harmony

Superintendent’s Message
We have had a busy month in Hemet
Unified. Students throughout our district participated
in various activities at their sites for College Kickoff,
which is a Riverside County Office of Education
initiative. In addition, HUSD hosted our 4th annual
College and Career Fair, where students and their
families were able to speak to representatives from
colleges and career fields they were interested in.
We hosted our second annual State of the District
address on October 4. Community members,
business owners, city leaders, and staff were able to
listen to the wonderful things HUSD is doing to
support our students. I am thankful for the support
our community has for our district and our students.
As a community we will continue to work together to
ensure the success of our students well beyond their
educational journey at HUSD.
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Teaching and Learning
Provide high quality teaching and learning for all students.
I contribute to teaching and learning by supporting teachers with
their needs and helping teachers focus on improving student
learning. –David Mattoon, Secondary Math Coach, Professional
Development

Systems of Support

Develop an Integrated Systems Framework for academic,
behavioral and social emotional success for all students.
Our team contributes to Systems of Support by identifying the
needs of students enrolling into HUSD at the time of enrollment
and provides the family with resources or refers the family to a
liaison who is more knowledgeable about the different types of
resources our district offers our families in need.—Kerri
Valenzuela, Centralized Registration Technician, Centralized
Student Services

Culture and Climate

Fully engage stakeholders to create a culture and climate to
support all students.
I support Systems of Support by transporting our special needs
students to and from school safely. –Joe Rustan, Bus Driver,
Transportation

Take our survey and describe how you
contribute to the District’s three goals!
(Click on clipboard)

Upcoming Calendar of events
(click on calendar)

Follow HUSD
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