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By Kayla McBratney (‘20)
On June 7, 2019 our beloved senior class received
their diplomas and are now official alumnae of Notre Dame
Academy High School. Graduation marks not only the end of
their time here at Notre Dame, but also the beginning of the
rest of their lives. After four years of hard work and dedication, the class was awarded scholarships totalling $36,016,174,
giving them something to be proud of.
Graduation began with the seniors processing in two
by two while accepting roses from twelve National Honors
Society members of the junior class. It was a special moment
for our seniors and allowed their junior classmates to get a
glimpse of what is to come for them in just one short year.
“My experience helping hand roses to the graduates was beautiful and symbolic. All in all, the ceremony was a beautiful
moment that I was honored to be part of,” said Daniela MiAlumnae Antoinette Smith,
gnano, Class of 2020. The ceremony opened with a reading
Lauren Cochran , Alivia
and a prayer presented by Rebecca Soler and Alison Zarrilli
Romania, and Isabella
that demonstrated what it means to be a woman of the Gospel.
Cresenzi..
After opening remarks from our principal and soon-to-be president Mrs. Jaenicke, Ciara Marro-Wilson delivered an inspiring salutatory address reminding the graduates of their courage in becoming leaders, taking a
stand, and using their voices and exhorting them to continue to embrace Emerson’s words
about bravery. Then, Tiffani-Raye Valentin, Isabell Devereaux, and Sarah Lawrence presented the traditional litany of thanks which was followed by the commencement address.
This year the address was delivered by the class of 1988’s valedictorian, Lynn Amato White. Her success as a Vice President of the National Hockey League shows how our
Gator alumnae are truly transforming leaders. Her voice of wisdom filled the tent and left
everyone with a fire in their hearts, encouraging them to always take the shot. —Always remember Gators, don’t stand in a limo!
Next, medals and academic honors were awarded
to several graduates by Sr. Patricia, Mrs. Jaenicke, and Ms.
Spillane, and the Class of 2019 sang their class song,
“Home,” by Phillip Phillips. The lyrics “Just know you’re
not alone, ‘cause I’m gonna make this place your home”
resonated with everyone on the lawn because Notre Dame
will forever be the newly inducted alumnae’s home. After
Mrs. Spear presented each of our graduates for the conferring of diplomas, Juliana Meyer delivered the valedictory
address, both highlighting and emphasizing the importance
of courage, sistership, and transformation, as she quoted
“Anastasia.” As the ceremony drew to a close, graduates
sang their Alma Mater and Mrs. Jaenicke delivered the
farewell address.
With all of these inspiring words, families and fellow graduates were undoubtedly sparked with emotion—
whether it was bittersweet, proud, or otherAlumnae showing off their
wise.
Congratulations to the class of 2019, and we wish you
diplomas.
all the success life can bring!
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Gators Take on Europe!
By Grace DiGiacomo (‘20)
On April 17, twenty-seven Gators and four teachers boarded a flight to
Europe for nine days. After counting down to this trip since October, the group
was thrilled that the day had finally come. Thanks to the wonderful planning of
Ms. Brady, the girls learned more about European culture and created more
memories than they had thought possible.
To kick off the journey, the Gators arrived in Edinburgh, Scotland at
about 7:00 a.m. with a full day ahead of them. As soon as they stepped off the
plane, they were loaded onto a bus and taken for a tour around the city of Edinburgh. Next, they explored the Royal Mile, a famous attraction in the city, for
the remainder of the day. The Royal Mile was filled with a variety of restaurants and shops to enjoy. On their second day in Edinburgh, the Gators hiked up
to see the beautiful Edinburgh Castle and all it has to offer. Following their royal journey, they and their chaperones enjoyed a lovely dinner before ending the
night with a Ghost Tour.
After a night of much needed rest, the girls ventured off to York, England. Although it was a long bus ride, it proved to be worth it in the end. During
their time in York, the Gators traveled the cobblestoned streets to explore the
York Minster, one of the world’s most magnificent cathedrals. They also went
Ms. Huben, Ms. Winant, Ms.
shopping and did some more sightseeing. That same night, they attended the
Brady, and Ms. Haugen at
Easter Vigil at the local church and prepared for the next day, on which they
Shakespeare’s birthplace.
left bright and early to head onto Stratford Upon Avon. Once in Stratford, the
Gators learned all about Shakespeare and his birthplace. They walked through a
garden and enjoyed different scenes from Shakespeare's plays. The Gators also got to see his burial site at Holy
Trinity Church. With another long day of exploration done, it was time to enjoy an Easter dinner together.
Before reaching London,—the last stop of the trip— the bus stopped at Oxford University. The view was
spectacular and the campus was grandiose. The Gators toured the inside of Christ Church College where “Alice
in Wonderland” was written. The Great Hall inside of the college was also the inspiration for Hogwarts Hall
from “Harry Potter” and was very fascinating to see. The night ended with a trip to London’s West End to see the
play “Waitress.” On their next day in London, Gators took a “Harry Potter” tour at the Warner Brothers Studios
where they got to see how scenes from the movies were filmed. Later they learned more about London's past,
visiting Westminster Abbey and St. Paul’s Cathedral. Despite all of the sight-seeing done that day, Buckingham
Palace was the one the Gators were most astonished by. “We had so much fun in London, exploring and learning
so many new things. It was interesting to see how focused the people there
are on the preservation of their country’s history and how every building,
no matter how big or small, held an interesting story,” explained Theresa
Tirro (‘20).
The last day of the trip arrived, and even though the Gators were
upset, they made the best of it! The day consisted of seeing the opening
ceremony at the Tower of London, exploring the inside, learning about its
history, and seeing the magnificent Crown Jewels. In the afternoon, the
girls headed towards Tower Bridge, and then they made their way up to the
top of the Shard, London’s newest skyscraper, where they got a panoramic
view of the entire city, spotting Big Ben and the London Eye. Gators even
got to take pictures on Abbey Road where the Beatles’ infamous album
cover was photographed. The night ended with a fish and chips dinner and
a final theater visit to see “The Play that Goes Wrong” where the girls
shared so many laughs, making it a great way to end such an amazing trip.
The following morning, the Gators were off to the airport to head back to
New York. Junior Jaclyn Timpone commented, “I will always remember
the time I spent in Edinburgh and London and the memories that were
made. This trip was everything and more, and it couldn't have been done
without the help of all the teachers.”
Gators in Edinburgh!
Leaving was bittersweet, but the memories created will last a lifetime. Here’s to another successful trip in the books!
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Stephen King’s “Elevation”
By Elena Loffreno (’20)

While looking for a good spring read, I found myself
wandering around my typical spot in the book store: the fictional thrillers. This is where I came across Stephen King’s
most recent novella, “Elevation.” Despite the fact that I have
read almost all of King’s more popular books, and that this one
had been published back in October of last year, I had not previously seen it. Within a matter of seconds I was utterly and
completely pulled in by its colorful holographic cover— in retrospect I am glad that I performed the absolute cliché that is
judging a book by its cover.
Unlike many of King’s previous novels, I was pleasantly surprised by the new uplifting tone of “Elevation,” as it is a
contrast to many of his darker stories. The novella takes place
A sky to match the setting of Stephen King’s
in the fictional Castle Rock, Maine— a location familiar to av“Elevation”
id King readers. The book begins by introducing the main
character, Scott Carey, who is dealing with a mysterious, and
possibly supernatural, illness. Each time he steps on the scale, the number decreases exponentially, but his 6’
tall physical appearance remains unchanged. Early on in the story, Scott confides in his friend, retired doctor
Bob Ellis. Scott’s issues seem to pile up as he deals with not only his strange weight loss, but also with his
new neighbors—who keep letting their dogs do their business on his lawn—his newfound divorce from his
wife—who now lives across the country— and his failing
website-designing business.
Despite going through a rough patch, Scott eventually captures the hearts of his new neighbors, particularly a lesbian
couple that is struggling to keep their restaurant open. He
helps them win the incredibly conservative town’s Thanksgiving marathon, bringing newfound respect and attention to their
eatery and turning around its fate. At this point, Scott has become friends with the most unlikely people: his two neighbors, Bob Ellis, and Bob’s previously homophobic wife who
is now changed for the better after meeting the other cooking
couple. By now, Scott’s illness, however, has taken a turn for
the worse. His rapid weight loss and the realization that he
isn’t just losing weight, but is also losing his grasp of gravity
itself causes him to make a plan. His understanding that he is
eventually going to hit zero pounds and float away is comforted by the fact that he is now on good terms with everyone he
truly cares about. Concluding the story, Scott and his friends
gather around in a field at night as he floats away into space,
setting off fireworks to let them know he is okay.
The abrupt ending may confuse some, however, its
heartwarming tone makes for a delightful change of pace from
King’s typical horror toned storytelling. “Elevation” not only
provides an interesting story but it also provides a message of
friendship, and the idea of where genuine happiness comes
from. Finishing “Elevation” in a mere day was not a hard task
given its intensity, and I would recommend it to anyone lookShare your books! Danica Villanueva (‘20) ing for a short and thoughtful story.
with a borrowed copy of the novel.
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Spring Concert
By Lillian Meagher (‘22)

Notre Dame Academy’s annual Spring Chorus concert took place on Tuesday, May 21, in Ryan Hall.
The concert, showcasing NDA’s phenomenal chorus and musicians, was filled with melodic amusement as
the audience watched in excitement. The chorus sang hit songs such as “When the Party’s Over” by Billie
Eilish featuring a duet by Amanda Reynolds (‘19) and Monica Greenberg (‘22); “Clarity” by Zedd with a
duet by Amelie Galvez ‘20 and Jenna Saldi (‘20); and “Under Pressure” by Queen. Two mystifying medleys
were performed— one made up of songs completely by The Beatles such as “Hey Jude,” “Let It Be,” “Here
Comes the Sun,” and “All You Need is Love.” The second was an all-female medley, which was written by
Kaitlyn Dixon (‘20) and focused on women who became pivotal in the music industry. This female-frenzied
medley included songs such as “Scars to Your Beautiful” by Alessia Cara, “Girl on Fire” by Alicia Keys, and
“Girls Just Wanna Have Fun” by Cyndi Lauper, which featured a duet by Nicole Sutherland (‘20) and Gianna Callegari (‘20).
The class of 2019 was also celebrated during the night as the seniors in chorus reflected on their last
year in high school by performing “Home” by Phillip Phillips, giving a bittersweet, emotional performance.
Several amazing solos were also performed. For example, Catherine Meagher (‘20) sang “Shallow” from the
hit movie remake, “A Star is Born,” and Jennifer Molesan (‘19) sang “Lay Me Down” by Sam Smith. Works
of art made by fellow Gators were displayed on stage
along with roses for each chorus member, which added
to the artistic beauty of the night. The concert was a
spectacular time for all involved. Giovanna Territo
(‘22) said, “I enjoyed being in the concert very much,
and I enjoyed showing how hard I worked the past few
months to my friends and family! I look forward to doing it next year.”
Christmas will be here before you know it, and
the
NDA
chorus will take the stage yet again to wow
A glimpse of the students singing on stage in Ryan
the
audience
gathered in Ryan Hall. If you couldn’t
Hall at the NDA Spring Concert.
make it to the Spring Concert, check out the Christmas
Concert next year!

Summer Plans: Ms. Winant’s W.O.W
By Ms. Winant (‘20)

There are only finals left for Gators this year, so it is time to start thinking about
our big summer plans! I have a feeling that summer 2019 will be the best one yet!
Why? Because of this advice, obviously! Some of us may be too young to work this
summer or we have extracurriculars that prevent us from working a steady summer job,
so money may be tight— but that should not stop you from having a memorable summer! Here is a list of places that offer free or discounted activities for students:
Things to see:
The following NYC museums are ALWAYS FREE: American Folk Art
Museum, Bronx Museum of the Arts and the National Museum of the American Indian. The MoMA is free
every Friday from 4-8PM, as well!
Unfortunately, not every museum is free, but many encourage a donation of your choice as your price
of admission. This means, you can pay whatever you wish before entering the museum. This can be as low as
$5.00 if that is what you feel is appropriate! Here is a list of these museums: Queens Museum, New Museum
of Contemporary Art, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Met Breuer, the Guggenheim (on Saturdays,
from 5:45-7:45PM) and the Cooper Hewitt (Saturdays, 6-9PM). www.timeout.com
Places to eat:
After a day of exploring some of NYC’s finest museums, you and your friends may want to stop to
sample some of Manhattan’s best treats! Here are just some places that offer student discounts when you
show your school ID: Buffalo Wild Wings, Chloe’s Soft Serve Fruit, OatMeals, and Chick-fil-A!
www.studentdiscountlist.org
Have a great summer, Gators!
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The Freshman Experience
By Olivia Tromba (‘22)
A new year, a new school, a new campus, new teachers,
new subjects, and new people- Freshman year is a major change!
Yes, it can be difficult and challenging, but at the same time, it is
extremely fun and exciting. The freshmen here at Notre Dame
Academy had a great year filled with new experiences that included fun activities, making friends, and learning new things.
Coming to a new school with a large campus, three buildings, unfamiliar faces, and new experiences may have been challenging for some girls. Yet, from the first week at Notre Dame
Academy, many girls were given a glimpse of how warm and
The Freshman class at Field Day.
welcoming the NDA community is. “It has only been one year
here, and it feels like I have been here forever” said Emily Mollenhoff (‘22). The freshmen were quick to warm up to their new school with the help of their senior sisters who
provided them with lunch, gifts, fun activities, and a guided tour of the school during their first week. The activities
continued with everyone's favorite Notre Dame Academy tradition—Field Day. The entire freshman class came
together to work as a team, allowing everyone to bond while playing fun games and making memories as a class
along the way. “It was so nice to see all of us having a great time together as a grade. I can’t wait for the memories
we will make in the future,” said Sofia Bonner. As the fall and winter approached, the freshmen were still nearadapted to the new environment, especially when it came to the newness in rigorous academics. In January, the
freshmen took their first midterm exams at Notre Dame Academy. “It was nerve-racking at first, but once I took the
exams, I felt comfortable, and I knew I was well prepared,” said Vittoria Stellato (‘22). Then came February, another great month for the freshmen. The freshmen danced the night away at Semi-Formal, courteously hosted by student government. There was great food, great music, and great pictures to boot. As spring approached, the weather
got warmer, and so did their feelings on high school as the freshmen transitioned to their second semester. “Getting
used to the school took time, but over the months I have truly felt that NDA has become a second home to me,”
said Olivia Finlay (‘22).
As the year comes to an end, the freshmen can reflect on their amazing first experiences here at NDA.
“This year brought some of the best lessons, the best people, and the best memories,” said Isabella Panichi (‘22).
This is only the start to the wonderful memories they will make throughout their years here at Notre Dame Academy!

National Honor Society Inducts New Members
By Julia Macaluso (‘20)

Whether you were a loved one watching, a teacher in the audience, or a
member being inducted, the National Honor Society Induction had something for
everyone. The ceremony, directed by Ms. Hennessey and the current National
Honor Society officers was filled with informative speeches explaining the prestige of our chapter and what it truly means to be a member of the National Honor
Society. Newly inducted officers lit candles representing scholarship, service,
leadership, and character, and each new member passed their flame onto another
to represent the years ahead of them during which they will further live out these
characteristics together.
The atmosphere inside Ryan Hall greatly contrasted the dreary weather
outside, as it was filled with warmth and support. The sense of empowerment and
encouragement continued in guest speaker Janani Bavanandan’s speech. Janani
joined the Gator family in 2001 when she entered the first grade. In her speech,
she reflected on taking time for yourself in order to succeed, asking yourself
Juniors Dana Delgrosso, where you want to be, and figuring out how you can get there. Her words made
Emma Carr, and Alexa DiL- new members of the society and their families realize that it is never too late and
illo, at the induction cere- never impossible to get to where you want to be as long as you put your mind to
mony.
it. On our alumna’s speech, Daniela Mignano (‘20) said “the speech was encouraging. It made me feel like my dreams are possible.” That alone is the spirit of
not only Notre Dame Academy but also the National Honor Society, to keep going with all the dignity, determination, strength and grace you have.
Congratulations to the new officers, Maeve Harrington, Julia Macaluso, Mariagrazia Stellato, and Isabella Raineri and to the fifty-four new members of the NDA chapter of the National Honor Society as well!
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Mother’s Day
By Isabella Panichi (‘22)

This past May, many had the privilege to celebrate Mother’s Day, the
day on which the women who raised us are recognized. It was a day set aside
to honor our mothers, grandmothers, aunts, cousins, and any other female role
models in our lives. Mother’s Day gives everyone the opportunity to pay back
the women who do so much for us. These strong women care for their children and work hard, often with no expectation of praise. Traditionally, on
Mother’s Day the formative female figures in our lives are taken out, given
presents, chocolate, and flowers, or are pampered in some other way. Each
family has their own traditions. Here is what some NDA students had to say
about their Mother’s Day activities:
“We get plants from the Plant Sale at Notre Dame elementary and give them to
our grandparents and other family members” -Karissa Shamah, Class of 2022
“We buy my mom presents each year”-Olivia Mussulo, Class of 2022

Freshman Alivia Scelzi with
her mother, Dolores.

“We went to my grandparent’s house and we had a barbecue.”-Alanna Rivera,
Class of 2022
“My mom went to go see a play!”-Amelia Muinga, Class of 2022
“My mom and family went to brunch”-Elena DiGiacomo, Class of 2022
So, whether you went out, stayed in, went on vacation, bought hundreds of presents, or simply made a card,
on Mother’s Day, it’s certain your mom or any other woman in your life felt appreciated. Now that it’s over,
make sure to thank your mom and tell her you love her every day. Mothers do so much and deserve so much
more than just one day of appreciation. Even so, make each Mother’s Day better than the last.

Junior Ring
By Maura Clark (’20)

The Junior Ring Ceremony, a tradition that has taken place for decades
at Notre Dame Academy High School, took place on April 4, 2019. It was an
event that signified the importance of the three years the juniors have spent
growing, learning, and accomplishing their goals. The unique ring with its maroon background and its institutional crest is a treasured heirloom of all Notre
Dame Academy High School alumnae and reflects the spirit of sisterhood that
Notre Dame Academy embodies .
The night included performances, thoughtful prayer, and influential
speeches. After the rings were blessed and received, one specifically memorable speech was given by alumna Madeline Garcia (‘13). Her speech highlighted what it means to be a Gator and how our school not only prepares us academically but also gives us the courage and confidence to be a force in the
Juniors Eunice Park, Elena
world. Notre Dame students and alumnae wear their rings with pride to show Loffreno, Angelina Gorbea,
that this school is not just a place where we are educated but a place where we Celine Kelly, and Danica
grow in every sense of the word. The night was spent with proud family lookVillanueva show off their
ing on as juniors honored their connection to Notre Dame Academy. They
rings.
sang the song “Send it On”, and of course the Notre Dame Academy Alma
Mater.
Overall, it was a very special night that signified and strengthened the bond between NDA juniors and
their school.
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Prom: A Night To Remember
By Dalina Cobaj (‘20)

Prom is defined as a formal dance held at the end of the
year for both junior and senior students. However, prom is not just
a dance, but a celebration to support the upperclassmen for their
achievements throughout the school year. It is a night students remember forever.
On April 12, the junior class of
Notre Dame Academy got dolled up
to celebrate their prom, which took
place at Angelina’s Ristorante. The
room was filled with flashing lights
and elegant decor. It was a lovely
evening of celebration for juniors,
and it recognized how far they have
come together at Notre Dame. Their Members of the class of 2020 showing
off their corsages.
time spent at prom reminded them
that soon they will no longer be juniors but rather upperclassmen serving as role models for the rest of the school. Sophia Mercado (‘20) said,
“Seeing everyone in their beautiful dresses made me realize just how much we
have grown over the years. It just hit me that we have one last year together as I
Juniors Emma Carr, Alexa was taking pictures with my friends to remember this moment.” Prom was a fun
DiLillo, Dana Delgrosso, way to congratulate juniors on their achievements and allowed them to dance
and Lainie Altman posing and socialize with friends all night. Moreover, it provided many students with a
break from the stress of junior year. As the song goes, “A little party never
for a prom picture.
killed nobody!”
A month later, on May 23, the Notre Dame Academy Class of 2019 attended their Senior Prom! The prom was held at the Hilton Garden Inn and was a beautiful opportunity to
wrap up their four years at NDA. Seniors were dressed up in elegant ball gowns and heels, some complemented with sparkling
clutches! The prom took place only two weeks before graduation
and gave Notre Dame Academy seniors the opportunity to have
one last dance together. They shared the dance floor with their
prom dates and sang the night away. Senior Allison Dempsey said,
“I had the best time at prom! It was so nice seeing all of my
friends dressed up
and meeting their
dates. It was so
much fun dancing
with everyone too!
It was definitely
one of the best
nights of high
school!” This was a
Members of the class of 2019 looking
night our seniors
beautiful at prom.
will remember and
reminisce about forever. Congratulations class of 2019!
Seniors Camille Caramico, Julianna Meyer,
Junior and senior prom wouldn’t have been possible
Toni Anne Giumenta, Isabella Crescenzi, and without the help of our Notre Dame Academy faculty. These
Sarah Lawrence.
proms mark the end to our school year and create a lifetime of
memories. Prom was a lovely end to another chapter in the
NDA stories our juniors and seniors hold so dear.
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The Cooking Corner
By Abigail Gillen (‘21) and Maria Vorvolakos (‘21)


















The summer is quickly approaching, Gators! This recipe for pasta salad is
perfect for a weekend with your family, friends, or loved ones. It’s simple
and easy to prepare and even easier to share with everyone!
Ingredients:
1 pound of Rotini Pasta
¼ pound cubed salami
Chopped green pepper
½ pound of cubed mozzarella
Handful of radishes
¼ pound Swiss cheese
Black olives
Diced tomatoes
For dressing:
½ cup of vegetable oil
¼ cup of white vinegar
1 heaping tablespoon of brown mustard
Instructions:
Cook the pasta according to package
directions, and then cool.
Add the pasta, salami, peppers, mozzarella, radishes, Swiss cheese, olives,
and tomatoes into a medium sized
bowl.
In a separate bowl, whisk the oil, vineFreshly made pasta salad!
gar, and mustard together well and
pour over the pasta.

Ally Gator
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