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F A M I LY N I GHT F U N A ND MOR E !
Family Night for Incoming
Graduates
The DDI Adult Services Family
Night took place on March
28th. Parents, guardians and
friends came together in the
Meadow Glen gym to meet
administration and staff, and
to learn more about ADS
programs. Guests enjoyed
light refreshments while
watching a video of groups
participating in various
activities such as Archery,
Virtual Reality and Social
Skills. Following the video,
guests mingled with
representatives from each
ADS department to ask
questions, voice concerns,
and learn more about the
teams that will care for their
adult children for many years
to come.
Speaking Out!

Plainview enjoys bowling!

For the past month, Social
Skills groups are working on
creating Vision Boards to
express their likes and
dreams. Jovan from Church

Street chose a motorcycle,
snowboarder, a dog, and a
Jimmy Dean breakfast bowl to
represent some activities and
foods that interest him. Curt,
also from Church Street,
chose pictures of surfing, the
ocean and cookies to place
on his Vision Board as a
visual representation of his
dreams and desires.
The Self-Advocacy March
Quarterly meeting took place
on March 27th. Advocates
and their advisors from each
day hab came together in the
Meadow Glen gym to
celebrate and bring
awareness to Developmental
Disabilities Awareness Month.
Each site created posters
representing what
Developmental Disabilities
Awareness means to them,
and then presented their
creations to the audience.
The overarching theme of
each poster was celebrating
uniqueness and abilities rather than struggles or challenges. The meeting concluded with an open mic session
during which the advocates

were able to speak up about
requests, concerns and ask
questions.
Interagency Social Events
“A friend is someone who
gives you total freedom to be
yourself.”
-Jim Morrison
Groups from Plainview Day
Hab came together with ACLD
for a day of bowling and fun
at Levittown Lanes. In
between strikes and spares,
the groups shared lunch
together and learned more
about each other. Everyone
had such a great time! We
are looking forward to a
monthly meet-up between the
new friends.

Plainview Day Hab….all
smiles at the bowling alley!

IT’S ALL ABOUT TEAMWORK!

Jovan shows off his vision
board!

With the infusion of new staff
at Church Street Day Hab, the
culture, atmosphere and
physical plant of Church
Street Day Hab reflects a
stronger commitment to
teamwork than ever before.
Whether it is staff driving from
program to the residences or
group attendance at Movie

Club, the vibe at Church is
one of cooperation and
inclusion. Regular staff
meetings and inservice
experiences foster a sense of
comradery that extends to
everyone. Staff members are
learning new teaching
techniques, including sign
language and Smart

Notebook technology for all
participants. The media room
is revamped to provide a
more inviting place to enjoy
music, engage with peers or
take a break. Thank you to
everyone at Church Street for
your dedication to our site!
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PLAINVIEW SPREADS THE LOVE

Plainview Day Hab created a
poster for Black History
Month.

Despite the fact that February
is one of the shortest months
of the year, it has not put a
damper on celebrating and
observing the wonderful
holidays it has to offer. Since
the first day of February, we
began working vigorously on
February themed crafts and
activities. In weeks leading up
to February, we reviewed how
the post office worked and
how to write/send letters.
Then, we set up a mini post
office box and called it ‘U.S.
Plainview Mail’. Next, we
wrote letters and cards for our
fellow peers and staff and
dropped them in our
Valentine’s Day post office
box, so they would be deliv-

ered to everyone on Valentine’s Day. Everybody enjoyed
receiving cards letting them
know someone was thinking
of them!
In observance of Black History
Month, each day we learned
about different African
American innovators who
contributed to making
America one of the best
countries in the world. Some
of these people included
poets, preachers, scientists,
and inventors. We learned
about their achievements and
the hard work and
perseverance it took for them
to reach their dreams. We
were able to relate it to

self-advocacy, which made it
a meaningful lesson. Some of
our discussions highlighted
the importance of speaking
up and chasing your dreams,
just like the famous African
American innovators we
studied. Without these
innovators, we wouldn’t have
inventions that are a major
part of our lives today. Some
examples of these inventions
include: stop lights, potato
chips, and flat irons. After
numerous lessons, crafts, and
fun activities, we worked
together to create a poster to
remind us of the many
inspiring innovators and inventions we discussed this
month.

HAY, THEY’RE KEEPIN’ BUSY!

Plainview Day Hab enjoyed performing
their volcano experiment!

Adams Ave. enjoys taking
care of the farm!

Taking Care of the Farm
As the winter months
slowly began to turn a bit
warmer, Adams Avenue
volunteered at Sisters of
St. Joseph’s church in
Brentwood to prepare the
large garden area for
planting. Daniel and
Jeffrey used rakes to turn
the soil over and get the
grass and weeds out of
the dirt. In order to
cultivate the soil, we used
a rake to gather any
weeds found in the
gardening area and break
up larger chunks of soil.
When Daniel was asked
how he liked working at
the farm, he replied that
he loves the farm. He was
very willing to help out and
it seems that it may be
one of Daniel’s favorite
things to do at Adams.
Adam’s Avenue continues
to volunteer at the church
every Thursday.
Culture Club
In January, Adams Avenue
learned about South Korea
and their culture, which of
course includes the unique

tasty food that goes along with
it. Hotteok, otherwise known as
Korean sweet pancakes were
made with staff Elizabeth.
Hotteok is a popular Korean
street food made from a simple
yeast dough with a sweet
syrupy filling made of brown
sugar, cinnamon, and walnuts.
It makes a tasty snack or
dessert, and could even be
enjoyed as a breakfast food.
In February, we learned about
Chinese culture and its popular
cuisine. Vegetable egg rolls were
made, and were delicious!
In March, an Irish staple dessert
was made known as Irish soda
bread. When asking the clerical
side homeroom about which one
they liked the best, it seemed
that the general consensus was
that they enjoyed the Hotteok
the best!
Adams Family Updates





Loren M. has returned to
program after an extended
absence. Happy to have you
back and better than ever Loren!
Exciting news! We have a new
member of the family joining us

soon. We are elated to get to
know the new Albert. After a
few visits, Albert seems to
enjoy many activities that we
have to offer here and will be
a great fit for the program.
Good Deeds to Spread Good
Vibes
Peter demonstrated an
altruistic task. When stopping
in at Meadow Glen with his
peers, Peter noticed that a
staff member had dropped his
live check on the floor. He
quickly noticed and caught up
with the staff to return the
important item. The staff was
very impressed with his quick
reaction and kindness.
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MARCH MADNESS
Black History Month
In February, Lake Avenue
rallied together to decorate the
building high and low with
pictures to celebrate Black
History Month. We enjoyed
spending time doing projects
to cover the walls of our
activity rooms and common
areas with pictures of
inspirational people. Some of
the projects were interactive
where we traced our hands,
cut them out and made a
peace sign out of the cut outs.
This project was very special
because it promoted and
taught us unity and
acceptance. It coincided with
Black History Month in
remembrance of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.’s dream of
equality for all. Throughout
the month of February we
watched videos, participated in

lessons, and did arts and crafts
about Black History.
Lake Ave. Nets
March, or March Madness, as
we like to call it at Lake Avenue
is the most action-packed
month of them all. It's that time
of the year where the gym is
full of spectators cheering their
home team to victory. And in
true Lake Ave form, we were up
to the challenge, taking on any
team that came our way until
the very end. The Lake Avenue
Nets consisted of two awesome
coaches, Dejon Wilson and
Gyro Diaz, who coached an
amazing all star team. The
roster for the Nets was filled
with players who worked hard
and played even harder making
it all the way to the semi-finals.

Nets players that made this
possible were Mike A., Jose P.,
George L., Bryan P., James B., and
Patrick F. Although we did not
make it to the finals, we had some
pretty amazing highlights to go
along with the effort they put forth.
Mike held down solid defense with
three blocks and four shots on
offense. Mike came ready to play
each and every time. Jose was
getting rebound after rebound
making sure his team had solid
opportunities to score. George
played in the paint and was able to
get shots whenever the opportunity allowed. They played some tough
teams but they managed to represent Lake Avenue well! We
couldn’t be any prouder of our
team!

NEW YEAR, NEW ENERGY
The gang at Main Street has
been keeping busy the last
few months. It may be a new
year but everyone has the
same enthusiasm towards
their daily activities. Recently,
Ira and Daniel have been
enjoying the music room at
Meadow Glen. There they get
a chance to learn how to play
the guitar and bang away on
the drums.
Everyone loves giving back to
the community and the

continued hard work with the
volunteer sites shows that.
Tommy helps out by
shredding paper. Since
there’s always a lot of paper
around, there’s no shortage of
work for him. Afterwards,
Tommy will place it in a large
bag. His peers will then
transport it to local animal
shelters. The shelters use this
paper in the cages for the
soon to be pets to lay on and
feel comfortable.

Each day, everyone works
hard on their goals. Since
Paul really enjoys being part
of Movie Club, he couldn’t
stop thinking about one of his
favorite movies, Jurassic
Park.
STAFF HIGHLIGHTS
Main Street’s Ashley Hillman
was promoted to an ABS
position at Church Street and
she’s doing well in her new
role.

Lake shows off artwork!

Brian Cabezas and Gail
Notaro surprised the staff
with breakfast as a thank you
for all the hard work everyone
has been doing with the
Education Department’s
Theme of the Month
activities.

D D I T I G E R S O U T L A S T PA N T H E R S I N H O M E O P E N E R
DDI Tigers - 57
Bethpage Panthers - 56
The 2019 DDI Tigers
basketball season started off
on the right track with an
important win over a Bethpage Panther team that swept
DDI two games to none in the
2018 season. The Tigers
are now 3 - 0 in the 2019

basketball season and looking for another run to the
ADSBBL championship.
Tigers Remaining Games



Friday, May 3rd
Tigers v. Lakers 11 am @
Meadow Glen, Smithtown
 Tuesday, May 7th
Tigers v. Jazz 11 am @ St.
Josephs in Brentwood
 Friday, May 24th
Tigers v. Raiders 11 am @
Meadow Glen, Smithtown



Friday, May 31st
Tigers v. Jaguars 11am @
Meadow Glen, Smithtown
* Playoff dates to be
determined*

DDI Tigers celebrate
their win!
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MEADOW GLEN SPRING HAS SPRUNG IN RIVERHEAD!
TA K E S A F E W
TRIPS!

MEADOW GLEN VISITED
NASSAU COUNTY FIREFIGHTERS MUSEUM AND
PARTICIPATED IN VARIOUS
SIMULATIONS/ACTIVITIES
SUCH AS STOP-DROP-ROLL
CRAWL LOW IN SMOKE,
AND HOME ESCAPE
PLANNING.

,

One of the staples of Riverhead
Adult Day Services is the
amazing door décor that we take
pride in displaying. Each month
we create amazing doors that
include holiday themes,
seasonal themes, and an overall
artistic amazement that can rival
any door décor. Along with our
stunning door décor, we have
had an amazing time with our
theme of the month. Science fit
right in with our daily routines as
we completed projects and
activities connected to the
science theme. From our
Science Fair Project to our Earth
Day Project to our Volcano
Explosion, we all enjoyed
ourselves. Another highlight of
our past few months was our
dedication to “Autism
Awareness” and the recognition

that we displayed throughout
our program.
We have all united around the
hope that the spring will bring us
beautiful weather. We want to
enjoy the spring/summer
months outside as we have
great parks around Riverhead
that we want to utilize.
STAFF HIGHLIGHTS
ADS is happy to welcome aboard
Jillian Penighetti as our new
Coordinator at Riverhead. We
are excited to see what she has
planned for us in the future and
enjoy her presence as she hits
the ground running.

Riverhead decorates their doors.

Before and after pictures of volcano experiment!

PRE-VOC PRESS

MEADOW GLEN TOOK A
TRIP OUT EAST TO SEE
THE BIG DUCK IN
FLANDERS!

APRIL 25TH WAS THE
OPENING OF THE NEW
ART EXHIBIT ‘OUR
PLACE IN SPACE’ AT
MAIN STREET
MASTERPIECES ART
GALLERY AT 9 WEST
MAIN STREET IN SMITHTOWN,NY.

Things have been hustling
and bustling with the Meadow
Glen pre-vocational program.
We continue to volunteer at
Savers, AmVets, Tikvah
Temple, Meals on Wheels and
Book Fairies. The Meals on
Wheels program continues to
be a rewarding experience for
all as we assist with bringing
lunches to the elderly. There
is a great feeling of
satisfaction when helping
those in need.
Another activity that pairs
pre-voc with the senior
community takes place at
Tanner Park in Copiague,
where DDI team members
recently helped seniors dye
Easter eggs. It was a fun day
for everyone.
At AmVets and Savers, we
practice sorting and retail
skills, and employ executive
decision-making on a regular
basis to determine which
items are saleable. This
battery of skills will help us
transition into competitive
employment.
Book Fairies remains one of

our most successful ongoing
programs. We transport
gently used books to schools,
thrift stores and libraries to
keep excellent reading
materials accessible to all.
Finally, DDI has a partnership
with the Bellmore
Presbyterian Church, where
we fill the backs of the pews
with collection cards and
pamphlets. Everyone seems
to enjoy this, while
simultaneously helping out
the parishioners…. another
awesome example of
community involvement! DDI
is proud of our community
ties and the terrific work we
are doing to both build our
resumes and to serve those
around us.
The pre-vocational program is
currently working on the
re-opening of the Meadow
Glen Food Pantry. We want to
update the appearance and
menu of items sold. We will
be having a grand re-opening
this year and begin staffing
the pantry in the mornings
and afternoons.

STAFF HIGHLIGHTS
Pre-Voc has welcomed new
team member Tara Giarrusso
this quarter. Tara is a former
Supportive Employment ES1
who has now transferred to
our program. We are excited
for her to bring new ideas and
experiences to us!

Pre-voc has fun at

