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New Staff, Changes in the Dean’s Office
Things have changed in
the Liberty High School
dean’s office. It used to be
that the typical reason
students visited the dean’s
office was because they
were in trouble. Now a
student may drop in for a
treat when a teacher gives
him or her a red Patriot
Ticket. Or a student might
be coming to talk to an
intervention specialist
about a personal problem.
The changes are
widespread and part of the
adoption in the past
several years of the PBIS
program, or Positive
Interventions and Supports
adopted by the Kern High
School District. Instead of
only meting out
punishment, the focus of
the work of the dean’s
office is to figure out why
students are having
behavior problems on
campus and offer them
help.
“We never addressed
the kids’ needs,” said Dean
of Students Kari Palacios, a
former Liberty social
studies teacher who is in
her first year as dean after

21 years in the
classroom. “I think
more kids now feel
supported, because
we are addressing
the ‘why.’ Before it
was so punitive.
Now students
know there are
consequences, but
we want you to be
successful.”
Common
reasons students
have problems and
wind up in the
From left: Intervention specialist Lili Duncan,
dean’s office are
Assistant Dean Leandrea Slayton, Officer Erik
family problems,
Forbus, and Dean Kari Palacios.
self-esteem issues,
them with “social
lack of success in school
emotional learning.” An
and problems involving
OCI specialist will have
social media interactions.
curriculum to help
“What you don’t realize is
students with problems
the number of students
instead of suspending
that have personal issues
students because of their
that affect what’s going on behaviors.
in the classroom,” Mrs.
“I’m excited about it,”
Palacios said.
Mrs. Palacios said.
Next year, Liberty may
“Because if you send a kid
be offering a full day of on- home for three days, I’m
campus intervention
not sure you change their
programs, or OCI, for
behavior. If you have them
students who are having
at school you can help
trouble with attendance,
them change behavior.”
being off task in their
Continued on page 4
classes or who need help
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Everyone: Patriot Awards Night
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Pats’ Stats
432: Incoming freshman registered
April 7-8 for the class of 2022.

126: Students honored at Patriot
Awards Night

492: Seniors in graduating class of
2018.
411: Number of Patriot Pride
tickets handed out by Liberty staff
in April.

41: Total number of donut parties

Assistant Dean Leandrea Slayton gives
Araya Barton a Patriot
Award.

Teachers honored 126
students at the
annual Patriot Awards
night May 7.
Any teacher could
nominate a student
for the award for
many reasons. Some
teachers nominated
students for improved
work over the course
of the school year.
Others received
awards for their
kindness to others.
Still other students
were honored for
changes in behavior

during the school year.
Students received
medals embossed with a
quotation from John
Wooden on the back:
“Success is peace of
mind which is a direct
result of self-satisfaction
in knowing you did your
best to become the best
you are capable of
becoming.”
Senior Araya Barton won
four Patriot Awards from
counselor Cecilia Jelmini,
Emily Parra, Nancie
Perez and Tara Bula. The

teachers honored Araya
for overcoming hardships
and for being a genuinely
kind person. Barton will
attend Brigham Young
University in Idaho.
Assistant Dean Leandrea
Slayton, who organized the
awards program said, “ It is
special to see students
from all levels, abilities,
and years in school getting
recognized for their efforts
in being the their own best
version of self, overcoming
obstacles, and
exemplifying the Patriot
Way.”

for first period perfect attendance
this year.

383: Seniors participating in Senior
Signing Day with a plan for postgraduation.

392: Students who took AP tests
540: Total number of AP tests
taken.

Everyone: Senior Sunset Draws Year to a Close
Just as the song “Sunrise,
Sunset” expressed the
bittersweet feelings of youth
growing up, so do Liberty’s
Senior Sunrise and Sunset
traditions. Sunrise for the
seniors was in September, a
breakfast in the quad launching
the end of the seniors time in
high school.

The Senior Sunset on April 24
showed the full circle of the
senior year, as seniors met on
the football field for an evening
of movies and food. The
alumni band Sweatpants
performed. The seniors will
leave their alma mater at
graduation at 7:30 p.m. May
31.

Morgan Wheeler, Rhyan Acosta,
Kendall Combs and Hannah Holty.

Everyone: Kindness ruled during #PatsBeNice Week

One of the T-shirts students
received during #PatsBeNice
Week .
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Liberty students spent
#PatsBeNice Week March 1216 being kinder to one
another. During the week
students were encouraged to
high-five each other, take a
picture with a favorite staff
member and post it online,
invite someone new to their
lunch table, or perform
random acts of kindness. On
the last day of the week,
students gathered in the quad
to sign pledge cards and get a
T-shirt to support self-love
and kindness.

One of the important ideas of
the week was the Daisy
Project, which makes students
more aware of the problem of
youth suicide and the services
and help available for young
people who are struggling.
“It’s a really good reminder for
everyone on our campus to
celebrate life, no matter how
hard your days may be, it
reminds you to find ’your
win,’” Activities Director
Brooke Slayton said.

Hailey Lopez, left, and Rozlyn
Carter stop for a high-five after
second period.
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Everyone: Patriot Pride Ceremony celebrates accomplishments
Weeks before graduation, the
strains of “Pomp and
Circumstance” played in the Liberty
High School gym as the entire
school gathered for the annual
Patriot Pride Ceremony April 26 to
celebrate the accomplishments of
the school year and bid good-bye
to the senior class. Seniors arrived
wearing their blue graduation
gowns and marched into the gym
after the rest of the classes were
already seated. For the last time,
the seniors sat together in the
senior section of the gym, in the
bleachers nearest the left corner of
the home side.
Four seniors, Lilian Goddard,
Patricia Dumaplin, William Irwin,
and Kal-El Nolan, sang “The StarSpangled Banner” in harmony to a

perfectly silent
gym that cheered
when they
reached the lyrics
“...land of the free
and the home of
the brave.”

passed a microphone from the 2017
-2018 to the 2018-2019 rally
commissioners.

The ceremony
celebrated the
school-wide
community
service project
that raised $5,476
for the Wounded
Warrior Project,
gave an award to
the winner of the
March Madness
competition (Tim Seniors, from left, Emily Daniels, Kalia Bragg,
Williams’ second Magdalena Diaz, and Hailey Lopez leave the
period class), and senior section for the last time .

Principal Libby Wyatt gave a short
speech to the seniors. “Remember,”
she said. “This is always your home.
You are always a Patriot and you are
always welcome here.”
At the end of the ceremony,
Activities Director Brooke Slayton
dismissed the seniors, who streamed
from the gym. After the seniors
were gone, this year’s juniors
climbed over to the senior section,
followed by the sophomores moving
to the junior second section and the
freshmen moving to the sophomore
seats. In the fall, the class of 2022
will take their place in the freshman
section.

Dedication: New program dedicated to girls’ leadership development
Girls in Government is a new
program at Liberty started by
social studies teacher Tara
Bula and counselor Cecilia
Jelmini. Both educators saw a
need for young women on
campus to be mentored by
politicians and female leaders
in the community. Ms. Jelmini
said, “The purpose of Girls in

Government is to instill a
passion for females in
leadership.” Over the course
of the year, GIG has hosted
four guest speakers: Senator
Jean Fuller, California
Resource Company’s Vice
President Margita Thompson,
District Attorney Lisa Green,
and former County Counsel

Teri Goldner. In addition to
guest speakers, GIG has been
on two field trips. The first
field trip was to California
Resource Company’s power
plant at Elk Hills. During this
visit, the students had the
opportunity to hear from
women who are working in
STEM careers. CRC is the

primary financial sponsor of
GIG. GIG also volunteered
at the Boys and Girls Club
fundraiser where Laura Bush
spoke. In April, GIG traveled
to Sacramento for meetings
with legislators to lobby for
legislation that supports
programs like GIG in
schools.

Dedication: Veterans tell their stories to students
Hundreds of Liberty High School
students had a chance to meet
American veterans and talk with
them at the Veterans Appreciation
event on March 15 in the gym.
According to social studies teacher
Eric Ball, the event had two
purposes.
“The first purpose was to show
Liberty’s appreciation for those
who have served in all branches of

the armed forces, and the second
was to give our students a chance
to do history,” Mr. Ball said.
The students rotated from table to
table where the veterans sat and
asked them questions and listened
to their stories. The students could
be seen listening politely and
intently to the vets. Approximately
90 veterans attended the event,
with veterans from many conflicts,

from Korean to Iraq. Many of
the veterans wore parts of their
The veterans were served both
breakfast, and lunch, and more
than 400 cups of coffee. Mr. Ball
said 115 students helped
coordinate the activity by
planning the event, inviting
veterans, setting up the cafeteria,
helping with food, and guiding the
veterans.

Paul Weller was among
the dozens of veterans at
the Veterans Appreciation event.
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A message from Liberty Principal Libby Wyatt:
Liberty High School staff and students have spent much time
creating a culture based on P.R.I.D.E. – we even catch
parents using our PRIDE terms, which mean: P = Power of
One, R = Responsibility, I = Integrity, D = Dedication, and
E = Everyone.
We are very proud of what we have accomplished at Liberty
and we continually strive to create a place where students
and families are accepted and embraced. As the 2017-2018
school year draws to a close, I wanted to share good news
with you. Recently, an independent team came to see what
we have accomplished. The team was thrilled with what
they witnessed. Almost 100% of our students understood
what our PRIDE expectations were and the team was
pleased with what they witnessed in the classrooms as well.

Liberty High School
925 Jewetta Avenue
Phone: 661-587-0925
Fax: 661-587-1299

That's the Patriot Way!

They complimented our entire school for the positive
student/teachers interactions and the numerous ways we
have incorporated acknowledging students for grades,
attendance, behavior, and goodness. I am so proud or staff
and students for creating a place we all love to attend daily.
Bravo!

Dean’s office: changes are helping students
Continued from the Page 1
Past efforts to change student
behavior have involved “in-school
suspension,” where students
gathered work from their teachers
and spent a day silently doing
school work. But the OCI program
will not be a “study hall,” and
rather work to help students
understand ways to become
successful. One particular issue that
will be addressed is attendance
problems, which can lead to
dropping out of school. “If you
don’t catch attendance in the 9th
grade year, you’ll probably have
lost them by the time they are
seniors,” Mrs. Palacios said.
Recently, there have been
complaints at other KHSD campuses

that
students,
despite bad
behavior, are
not being
suspended.
Mrs. Palacios
said that is
not true.
A poster on the wall in the
dean’s office .

“The misconception is that we
don’t suspend students. It’s not
true. The difference is we try to
help correct behavior and
whenever a student is suspended
we offer parents intervention
programs at school.”

Changes in the dean’s office
include the addition of Lili Duncan,
who is an intervention specialist.
She has been working with students
in groups and individually
throughout the year and has
provided many students with a
place to go and seek help for a
variety of issues. Lean Slayton is
the new assistant dean and helps in
the dean’s office after lunch during
6th and 7th period. Mrs. Slayton has
been working with the senior class
on attendance, P.R.I.D.E. and
helping with student incidents.
Officer Erik Forbus started with
Liberty this year and has been
actively helping students and staff
to keep the campus safe.

