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Solar Panels Shades Student Lot
Ally Dahncke
News Editor
Over the summer, PYLUSD and the
city of Anaheim teamed up to install solar
panels to comply with California’s mandate
on having renewable resources.
According to Senate Bill 350, which the
California state legislature passed in fall
2015, all utilities in California are required
to source half their electricity sales from
renewable sources, such as solar panels, by
2030.
As a result, Anaheim Public Utilities
(APU) partnered with the community to

open spaces to install solar panels” because
they “accomplish at least two things - generate electricity for the city and provide
shade to car owners.”
Principal Gina Aguilar also supports
the installation because “it is certainly beneficial to the environment. The school benefits by being able to offer covered parking
to some students.”
Seniors who have paid the parking fee
of $20 were able to reserve a parking space
under the new solar panels for $30, with
the promise of being able to customize and
paint it.

“It is certainly beneficial to the environment. The school benefits by being able to offer covered parking to some students.”
-Gina Aguilar
Principal

generate their own renewable resources.
“APU reached out to each of the school
districts that they serve [and] presented
the plan that they would construct solar
carports on district sites,” said Paul Juarez,
district energy manager.
“Esperanza was selected as it has the
largest area of the four Anaheim sites that
PYLUSD serves,” Juarez added.
Joseph Cusick, math teacher and yearbook adviser, likes that the solar panels
were built in the parking lot because he
thinks that “cities should take advantage of

“I love having the solar panels because I
get to park close to my zero period but also
get to park in the shade so my car isn’t super hot when I leave,” senior Hannah Mesa
agreed.
Senior Sophia Tricoli said that it is
interesting to see the solar panels, after seeing them at other schools. “I think
it’s cool that we can paint it and express
ourselves. It’s nice not to burn my hands
on the steering wheels,” said Tricoli.
“I think it’s great renewable energy, and
that it helps sustain the environment,” said

Photo By Madison Roach
Freshmen Quynh Vo and Bella Arroyo celebrate the addition of the new environmentally friendly solar panels for the student parking lot.

senior Carissa Stewart.
“In spite of the fact that the initial installation costs, which can be high, it is
important for everyone to recognize that
solar power is a means by which to lessen
our dependence on fossil fuels. I installed
solar panels on my house late 2017 and my
annual electricity costs will go down from
around $1500 a year to less than $300 and
this will go on every year for the 25 [or
more] year lifespan of the panels. Solar
technology is only going to get better, look
how electric cars are becoming more com-

monplace and I can only hope that sometime in the near future, every house built
in California, if not the United States, will
have solar panels as part of the construction,” Cusick added.

Smile for the Security Cameras

Photo by Jason Skendrovich
Over 30 security cameras were installed over the summer on main and west campus to prevent
vandalism.

Connor Downing
Sports and News Editor
PYLUSD installed more than 30 security cameras on main and west campuses
over the summer due to former acts of vandalism across all district high schools.
District approval to purchase and
install the security cameras took nearly a

year, according to assistant principal Scott
Mazuier. The administration supports the
installation hoping it will stop acts of vandalism.
“The district made this decision based
on an increase in vandalism after hours
over the years,” said Mauzier.
Principal Gina Aguilar also pointed to

school safety and security as a “top priority” with the security cameras serving as
“deterrent” and being a resource in investigating and identifying who is on campus
and when.
“Hopefully security cameras will cause
people to think before they make a decision
that could get them in trouble,” said Aguilar.
Joe Rivera, the head custodian, who has
been working for the school district for 32
years, said “Vandalism is going to be cut
down because you are on camera. Students
are more aware of how they can be caught.
I recall 15 gallons of paint in the pool 20
years ago. The district had to pump out
the water and replace the pump, costing
$40,000.”
He also shared his concern for student
safety stating, “the school cameras will
protect us and find out what is going on.
And like myself, I am more aware of who is
coming and going with fence security. We
have to be vigilant.”
Students have varying opinions on the
new cameras with some like senior Jada
Maglinao supporting them, “especially
over all the vandalism” that has happened
over the years.
“I’m super glad they put cameras on the
pool deck,” said senior Carissa Stewart. She
added that some students vandalized the
pool during the summer of last year.

“We were doing a fundraiser for the Junior Olympics, and we ended up using the
money to repair the pool. They should have
put cameras right in after it happened.”
Others state the opposite position.
“Honestly I don’t really notice them, they
don’t really change much around campus. I
feel a bit more safe,” said sophomore Bethany Barks.
Junior Coleman Allen said that they are
doing it “just to scare us. I figure it costs a
lot of money to do it.”
Others like senior Gavin Braun believes
it is a breach of privacy that overregulates.
The administration assured that privacy was taken into account, claiming the
contractors worked in reference to the law,
having cameras in areas which have “no
reasonable expectation of privacy” according to the Ed. Code.
“The security cameras were not installed in any private areas such as restrooms, locker rooms, changing areas,
private offices or classrooms,” Aguilar said.
The administration holds that the cameras will insure the safety of school property and, in some cases, students.
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New Staff Join the Aztec Family
Corinne O’Grady
Reporter
Seven new staff members have been
hired this year. Connor Drake, Olivia
Goldberg, Katie Villarreal, Ryan Shaw, Janeal Hall, Patricia Cardenas and John Wallace are all new to the Aztec family.
This year, Drake will be the assistant
principal. He was born and raised in San
Jose and went to Cal Poly State University
at San Luis Obispo and Concordia University, Irvine for college. In his free time, he
loves to indoor rock climb, play ultimate
frisbee, camping and DIY projects. “I’ve
heard a lot of great things about Esperanza,
the great programs here like the medical
program, AFJROTC and the engineering
program. And I wanted to be apart of it.”
Drake said, “I’m looking forward to
diving into Esperanza culture. I’ve already
attended morP and the football games and
can’t wait to experience more.”

“I’m looking forward to diving
into Esperanza culture.
-Connor Drake
Assistant principal

Goldberg is an Algebra and AP Stats
teacher. She was born in Huntington Beach
and raised in Placentia. She loves traveling
and baking in her free time.
Villarreal, who is a vocal music teacher, was born and raised in Bakersfield.
She loves cooking, ballroom dancing and
spending time with family. She is also a
huge Star Wars fan.
Shaw is a special education teacher.
Shaw was born in Pasadena and moved
to Placentia when he was five. He went
to Kraemer Middle School, El Dorado

Olivia Goldberg joins the faculty as an Algebra and AP Stats teacher.

High School, and Cal State Fullerton.
He used to teach at Travis Ranch Middle
School, George Key and Venture Academy.
Shaw loves music.
Hall is the new wellness specialist. She
got her teaching credentials at Chico State
University and has a Master’s in School

Counseling, a Pupil Personnel Services
Credential and is finalizing a Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor licensed from
Concordia University, Irvine.
Cardenas is the new athletic clerk. She
was born in Mexico and raised in Santa
Ana. She has a Bachelor’s in business Ad-

Campus Gets Another Facelift
Connor Downing
Sports and News Editor
Over the course of the summer, administration was able to improve several details
of the entire school campus, everything
from landscaping to wall logos.
Activities director, Meghann Lukach,
said that while the improvements were on
last year’s renovation list, the “budget did
not allow it.” West campus was “made a priority, to get the landscaping done this year,”
according to Lukach.
Principal Gina Aguilar, pointed towards several improvements such as the
“addition of planters and trees and the repairing of damaged concrete.”
Additional benches have been added
on west campus providing more seating for
the freshmen during break and lunch.
The main campus also received some
improvements with the gyms’ logos standing out.
“Esperanza logos were placed on both
sides of the practice gym,” said Aguilar. The
logos can be seen from Imperial Hwy, the
neighborhoods by the soccer fields, and the
student parking lot.

“We also updated the logo on the front
of the main gym. It was old and faded.”
New tables have been added near the
trees between the tennis courts and the
200 building, near the entrance to the student parking lot “in order to provide students a comfortable place to do homework
and wait for their parents before and after
school,” said Aguilar.
Three new automated external defibrillator (AED) have also been added near the
track bleachers, the main gym and on the
west campus. Women’s athletic director
and PE teacher Keri Walters got the idea for
putting AED’s near athletic fields when she
attended the State Athletic Directors Conference in April of 2017.
“This inspired me to raise funds to purchase two AED machines with our yearly
athletic fundraiser called Spring Physicals,”
said Walters. “Through advertising, the
word got out about my plan. I had interest from a parent donor and our yearbook
adviser [J.R. Cusick], both of who shared
my passion for providing AED machines
on our athletic fields. The parent donor
purchased two of the AED’s and [Cusick]

purchased the third AED.”
Math teacher Rich Medellin, who also
coaches girls’ cross country, supported the
new improvements, especially the planting
of former student, Shauna Stuewe memorial tree close to Glenview Avenue after the
previous one died due to the irrigation system not working properly and the summer
heat killing it off. Stuewe was also a former
student of his who died of sudden cardiac
arrest on Feb. 15, 2006. The first AED machine was added to the campus after her
death.
“I’m happy they put it in,” said Medellin. “I tried to bring the tree back to good
health for six months.”
Additional changes are underway, with
Lukach saying that the school is in the
planning stages to renovate the main gym
and make it look “more up to date.”
Aguilar stated that the next big project
being worked on is the theater, with the
Aztec theatre company posting a progress
video on Instagram on Aug. 30.
“We have begun work on its modernization which is desperately needed,”
Aguilar said, “The theater is a longer pro-

Photo By Jocelyn De La Torre

ministration from CSU Long Beach. She
used to be a special education teacher at El
Dorado High School. Some of her hobbies
include camping, running and reading.
Wallace join the campus security guard
team bring the total to three guards.

cess. My optimistic guess is that it will be
done by second semester.
Aguilar said, “The school district financially supports most of these projects that
have been done thus far.”
The staff are expectant that the security
cameras will stop the improvements from
being vandalized and plan on continuing
the improvements to the campus in the
years to come.
Aguilar says that a school survey students completed last year showed that they
were “very complimentary and appreciative of the upgrades made on campus.”
“I want students and staff to feel a sense
of pride when they walk on campus. Pride
comes from many aspects of the school
and I think the physical appearance of the
school and student comfort are important.
I also feel there is great value in branding
our school and getting the word out to the
community, to the other schools that visit us for sporting and fine arts events, etc.
about Aztec PRIDE.”

4

FEATURES

Berridge: Face Behind Events
By Delaney Durham
Editor-in-Chief
The ASB president has new goals for
school. Behind each school event is a group
of students who work hard to achieve that
experience. ASB president Marissa Berridge is the head of the behind-the-scenes
of what gives everyone their best high
school memories.
“It is my responsibility that it is our best
effort and that the student body enjoys what
we do,” said Berridge on what she feels the
duty of ASB is. She further explained that
getting involved with spirit is what students
will remember when looking back on high
school. “The good times are what keep you
going to school and having fun.”
Berridge started leadership and ASB
classes when she was in middle school. She
went from eighth grade president, to freshman vice president, to sophomore vice
president, to junior president to, in senior
year, ASB president.
For every pep rally, each student section and each dance, there is an abundance
of effort being put into how smoothly everything goes. “We put in so many hours
and emotional connections to the work we
do.” She says that herself and ASB put in
hard work to make the job go right even if
people don’t fully see it.
“My goal for the year is to start new
things.” Berridge uses the “Beat YL” week
as an example. For the football season this
year, there is no rivalry game meaning one
less spirit week. She wishes to create new
and different ways for students to be involved and to feel like one unified school.
So far, her favorite memory of ASB is
the dance done this year at the pep rally
on the first day of school. “People probably
hated it, but we put in a lot of effort even

though we were embarrassed.”
Actively planning activities for the
school comes with more work than just in
third period ASB. “During the busy times
of rallies and times of the year, we could
spend five hours after school,” said Berridge.
Starting the class as a freshman, she reflects back and describes that “what you do
as a senior helps everyone, and it creates a
legacy for everyone else.” This includes not
only younger students in ASB but for the
whole school.
“As a freshman, I hoped to be in the position I am, but I never thought I would.”
She says that you never know the outcomes. “I am glad to be in the position I
am in now.”
In the future, post high school, Berridge wants to go to a four year college. She
is planning to major in business administration and management. “I want to pursue
a leadership career. I would like to go into
human resource management.”
Thanks to her experience in a leadership role, she said she has learned how to
“effectively communicate with people” who
she may not always be fit to work with. She
says that you must “put service before self.”
Outside of ASB and school work, Berridge loves Disneyland, hanging out with
her friends and playing with dogs. She also
looks forward to graduation as “it is a big
part of our life.” With the school year just
starting, students have the chance to make
it how they want. For some, it could be their
best first year of high school, or for some,
their last year could be their best. Berridge
describes that it is all up to how you experience it and how involved you become.

Photo By Madison Roach
Marissa Berridge, ASB president, returns for a fourth year with aspirations to “put service before
self.”

Steps to Create a Club

P.R.I.D.E. Club

James Farrell
Reporter
Many clubs on campus have been the
result of classmates getting together with a
teacher and creating something for everyone to enjoy.
While any student can try to create a
club, there are some requirements before
submitting an application. Every club must
have at least seven members that would
join as soon as the club is created and be
supported by one teacher or adviser, regardless of the subject they teach.
Once the application process starts,
there is a complicated road to follow. Every proposed club must follow a series of
guidelines. The club must benefit the participating student body in some way, i.e.
there must be activities to do.
In the application, you must list the
proposed activities the club would partake
in, such as meetings, or public events. You
have to list your requirements for membership, which must be non-discriminatory.
The largest part of submitting an application is creating the club constitution.

Corinne O’Grady
Reporter
The P.R.I.D.E. Club is a first year club,
led by Elyzabeth Andersen and Jayden
Pritchett, aimed to promote positivity.
The club’s acronym P.R.I.D.E. stands
for positive, responsible, innovative, determined and engaged. It is open to all students and meets the first and third Monday
of every month in room 772.
Both of the teacher-advisers Meredith
Castro and Vasiliki Marshall are on the
P.B.I.S. (Positive Behavior Interventions
and Support) committee and saw that
many of their students needed academic
and emotional support.
Castro said, “we thought it would be a
good idea to have an Aztec P.R.I.D.E. Club
lead by students to help promote positivity,
inclusiveness and kindness on campus.”
“I believe we have the potential to start
creating the change we want to see in the
environment of Esperanza,” said Pritchett.
According to Marshall, the club will be
helping out “ASB with kindness week, posting motivational posters around campus,

Each constitution needs to have at least
seven articles. The purpose of these articles
is spelled out in the application form, but
in general, each article can range from the
rank names of officers, to the requirements
needed for amending any articles later in
the year.
Once the application form has been
completed, it can be turned into the ASB
room for approval. In order for a club to
be accepted, it must be signed by the ASB
president, activities director and the principal.
Although not every club gets accepted,
the clubs that have been accepted can be
found on the school website as well as at
Club Rush, which will take place from Sept.
25 to Sept. 27.
During Club Rush, the advisers accompanied by several club members will
be available to discuss the club’s goals and
activities that they will be partaking in. Not
only is this a good opportunity to partake
in activities you enjoy but also to get involved on campus and make friends.

September 19, 2018

games at lunch, support families in need,
and much more.”
While still in the process of deciding
activities further in the year, an upcoming
event is within the month of October the
club is planning on partaking in “Rocktober.” The idea was pitched by Pritchett and
includes decorating rocks to say compliments and uplifting words. The members
then plan to distribute the rocks around
campus.
“The more students are connected to
school in a positive manner, the more likely
they will become successful both academically and mentally,” Castro said.
When asked what sets this club apart
from others, Castro said that the club’s goal
was to “promote mental health awareness,
offer students coping strategies and emotional support and to promote inclusiveness, kindness and positivity on campus”
She went on saying that they feel it is important for all students to feel connected on
campus.
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Do’s and Dont’s Tips for Freshmen
Ryen Hernandez
Reporter
Starting high school can be tricky. We’ve
all been there. Being nervous, starting at a
new school for the first time in a few years.
On the first day, everyone gets new classes with new teachers that all have different
standards and ways of doing things. Also,
having new students in your classes coming from different schools that you’ve never
met before can be scary.
The beginning of freshman year and
adapting to a new school can really stress
you out with not knowing what to do, how
to act, or where to go if you need help. Well,
if any of this information applies to you,
here are some helpful freshman do’s and
don’ts to get you through freshman year.
You may be thinking that teachers are
out to get you. That there will always be
at least one that “hates you,” and believe it
or not, they hand out the homework for a
good reason. It’s only when you distance
yourself from your current view and situation that you begin to see that some things
make more sense. Teachers deserve a lot
more credit for putting up with us, and you

will probably realize that once you graduate. Just let them do their job, and you do
yours. Your future is your responsibility,
and you shouldn’t let personal feelings interfere in your path to get the degree or
career you want. You won’t get along with
everyone, but that’s not an excuse to slack
off or give up.
The point of a hallway is, technically, to
get from point A to point B, but there are
some people who take the time between
classes to do other things, like stopping to
talk to friends. Anything that doesn’t involve walking at a steady pace toward your
destination has major potential to disrupt
the flow of traffic in a hallway. It can seriously be annoying for everyone else. It’s
practically the number one rule of walking: stay to the right. That way, no matter
which way you’re walking, you’ll always be
moving with the traffic. But there’s always
that person who has to go against the grain
and try to push their way through everyone else. But, as anyone who has ever been
mowed down by someone running to class
knows, there’s a really good reason you
should never run in hallways. There’s limit-

ed space and it’s always crowded. That also
includes students running to class. When
there is an nine-minute passing period, that
gives plenty of time to walk to class. There is
no reason to worry about being late to class.
Especially when some teachers don’t allow
students into their classrooms until the two
minute bell rings. Running to class is pointless when you arrive five minutes early.
If you slack off in your first year, it will
be really hard to catch up later. Don’t forget:
your freshman year grades count toward
your overall grade point average as much
as your grades in later years, and you want
that GPA to be high to better qualify you
for college admissions. Write down your
homework and study for tests. Remember
that, while high school may seem like forever, it’s only four years, but the college you
choose and your subsequent career affects
the rest of your life.
If you’re having problems in school,
there are many people out there who can
help you: parents, teachers, friends and
your school counselor are all good sources for advice and assistance. Teachers and
counselors got into those professions be-

cause of their desire to help students succeed. If you’re struggling with a subject,
ask your teacher for help, get tutoring or
talk to your counselor. Schools want you to
succeed if you are willing to do the work.
In class, they say the only lame question
is one that isn’t asked. You’re not going to
have all the answers, and you’re not going
to get them unless you are willing to ask
questions. If you don’t understand something in class, it’s likely other students don’t
understand it either.
These are only a few freshman do’s and
don’ts to follow. Just remember that high
school is four years of your life. Make them
the count! Don’t be afraid to branch out,
make new friends and try something new,
such as joining a new sport or club on campus. So, use this advice, and good luck with
freshman year.

Speech and Debate Returns as a Class
Krissy Kuwahara
Reporter
Speech and Debate is now implemented as a class this year with language arts
teacher Erica McNab as its adviser.
McNab said, “I wanted to create an environment where students can push themselves outside of their comfort zones and
learn more about the world around them.
Speech and debate provides a unique opportunity to learn life skills directly applicable to any post-high school endeavor.”
When asked what she thought the
purpose of the class was, sophomore Dyanna Henriquez said, “One it’s to prepare
yourself if you ever need to do a presentation, whether in school or in life. It helps
increase confidence, get over stage fright,
looks great on college applications and is
super fun.“
Juniors Yareth Fernandez and Hanan
Hashem are members in speech and debate. Fernandez said, “When I learned that
speech and debate was going to be a class
this year, I decided to join because I want to
dig deeply into my passions this year while
being surrounded by amazing peers and a
wonderful instructor. In addition, I feel as
though this class will help me improve my
public speaking skills in the most positive
and comfortable way.”
Hashem said, “In speech and debate I’m
most excited for the quarterly tournaments
that we’ll be going to. The best part is probably that everyone will be super competitive because they want to win but still manage to be extremely respectful and kind to
each other.”
“I love the idea of it being a class this
year,“ Henriquez said.

Photo By Ali Rehm
From left to right: Erica McNab, Dyanna Henriquez, Elizabeth Wiriadinata, Emilia Shaverdian, Kylie Malone, Ally, Shreya Krishua, Alaura Contreras,
Paul Jordan Rihani, Shannon Magnin. Marianne Hanouneh, Catherine Krier are all excited to have speech and debate as a class.

GAME: STAFF VACATIONS

6

September 19, 2018

Match the
staff member to
their vacation spot
and win a prize!
Play at EHSAztlan.com
Hume Luke, Sequoia National Forest, CA

Oxford, England
Florence, Italy

Danielle Key

Meredith Castro

Laura Evans
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Amsterdam, Netherlands

Lake George, Mammoth Lakes, CA
Tokyo, Japan

Robert Peck

Connor Drake

Nataly Garcia
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Letter From the Editor: Free Speech
The press is home to many controversial opinions and stances. Some may
agree with what a reporter writes while
others may not. It is human nature to have
differences and to have a unique viewpoint
for themselves. Reporters and news outlets
are entitled to write what they observe
even at the risk of what others think.
As a publication, this paper is
here to provide the news of our school
for students and teachers. We span a wide
variety of audiences online as well and
through our prints. This can sometimes
cause varying opinions. We are fortunate
enough to be able to publish what we want
for our readers.

In the state of California, student-run
newspapers are granted with Education
Code 48907. This ensures free press rights
for high school newspapers without worrying of legal issues. Although, students
cannot engage in language that is obscene,
libelous or slanderous. If a student were to
write something that is false or it singles
out a person to ridicule, the free press
rights is not protected. Student newspapers have the opportunity to inform the
public and are allowed to do so with the
protection of Ed. Code 48907.
It is the duty of our editors,
reporters and staff to understand the

freedom we are given and to not abuse its
power. Our goal for the paper is to never
purposely offend readers, and we carefully
analyze our articles before being published
to ensure that.
Again, the right to free speech
is a great responsibility, and it is a great
power we, as a staff, must respect. Cooperation and communication with concerned
members of the community are welcome
and accepted. If one of our readers would
like to state their opinion about an article
or topic written in our paper, they can
send in a signed letter of 75-150 words
expressing concerns. The letters sent in

are able to be edited for length, libel or
for grammatical reasons. Letters may be
published and responded to.
We, as a staff, are the ones who
are here to write and supply, you as
readers can send in concerns. With this
in mind, we hope that our readers enjoy
what is to come for The Aztlán this year.

Bridge to Nowhere

By Elyzabeth Andersen
Features Editor
What’s your least favorite part about
your day? Math or Science? How about
crossing the bridge? Only a few weeks of
school has passed but it has became evident
to everyone that the bridge causes many
difficulties.
With the high amount of people traveling back and forth, there is a line of people on both sides waiting to enter, and no
one wants to deal with the body heat of so
many people crossing over from campus
to campus each day. While walking up the
steps behind someone else, their backpack
can bash you in the face if they are walking
too slow. Additionally, even if you wish to
make it to class in a reasonable time, slow
walkers in front of you and the wait to get
on the bridge itself can prevent that aspiration.
Furthermore, the yellow line in the
middle has improved the overall system
slightly, in regards to making sure people

With the high amount of
people traveling back and
forth, there is a line of people on both sides waiting to
enter, and no one wants to
deal with the body heat of so
many people crossing over
from campus to campus each
day.
stick to one side of the bridge. However, it
has not solved the issue of people pushing
others nor has it solved the problem of traffic flow.
The bridge policy is meant to exist for
safety purposes, but you can hurt yourself
easily traveling across. Given the amount
of students running from campus to campus, it increases the chance that someone
could fall on the steps and create a domino
effect of bruised students. Furthermore, in
an emergency situation, it prevents stu-

Cartoon by Angel Soriano

dents from being able to effectively exit the
bridge and get to safety.
Bridge passes are essentially worth a
limb at school this year. Using Aztec Pride
points is a possibility, but even still, it takes
over 200 points to obtain the prize that will
be handed out during the second semester, meaning one semester would be full of
suffering, regardless. The other option for
a bridge pass is a medical condition. Even
though a bridge pass is metaphorically
worth a limb, it isn’t worth breaking a leg
and hobbling around on crutches for the
rest of the year just in order to not take the

bridge.
While it may seem earning a bridge
pass is virtually impossible, there may be a
solution. For example, the top community
services holders for each grade level could
get a pass. Another solution is to treat it like
lunch passes. In order to have an off-campus lunch pass, one must obtain 30 hours of
community service by senior year. So, a reasonable amount for each grade level would
be the following: Freshman- 15 hours,
Sophomore- 25 hours, Junior- 35 hours,
Senior- 45 hours. Not only will this be giving back to the community, it will also be

saving some people from having to endure
the bridge.
The problems the bridge causes are undeniable but, hopefully, as the year goes on
it will become less of a hardship.
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The Security Camera Debate

Safer Campus

Delaney Sinclair
Reporter
During the summer, new security cameras were placed on the school campus.
The goal of having them is to provide more
safety to the students and staff, as well as
hold people accountable for their actions.
While some students may believe the
cameras are infringing upon their privacy,
they most certainly are not. The new addition to the school will prevent vandalism
due to it now being documented. Also, kids
who are breaking the rules when security
guards aren’t around will no longer be able

Security cameras have been making
their way to almost every school for years,
our school is just now getting on the bandwagon. This new implementation of safety
is a must and a simple way for the campus
to continue its improvements.
With all of the things happening in the
news in recent times, it’s definitely better
to have an extra pair of eyes watching out
for you. School shootings have been of an
utmost concern and the school now has an
asset that could help to identify potential

Big Brother
Jocelyn Castañeda
Opinions Editor
Over the summer break, a new security camera system was implemented all
around the campus. The new camera system, which is on both sides of the campus,
became another safety check the school
now has. However, it is very unsettling to
think that my every move is now being
watched.
These security cameras are not only
outside school buildings but as well as inside throughout the hallways. If these cameras were meant for only catching intruders

Cartoon by Sara Bridges

I’m sure, in replacement of the security cameras, the district could have used
the expenses of them to hire another security guard. I understand that the school
would like more safety measures being implemented, but the school must not forget
one thing. We are students, not inmates.
Another security guard would help cover more ground, and therefore less crime
would occur. If crime were to occur, having another security guard would increase
the chances of a guard arriving at the crime
faster. They would also know how to stop

This new implementation of safety is a must and a simple
way for the campus to continue its improvements.

Cameras are more reactive than proactive and only able to
views an incident, not prevent it.

to get away with it. In recent years, this was
a major problem that needed a solution.
Some previous issues in the past years
have been students skipping class to vape in
the bathrooms or even during lunch. Seeing the amount of time missed from class
during a so-called bathroom break or even
just catching someone during non-class
time when no one is watching could have
been prevented through the cameras. These
issues will now be stopped significantly
more with the help of the cameras.
In 2009, Santa Ana, Orange County’s
largest school district installed security
cameras at several of the schools to promote safety, security and prevent vandalism. They placed cameras in stairwells,
hallways, parking lots and other entrances.
It was also said that the placement of these
security cameras helped to reduce crime
and misconduct.

before entering any buildings, I would argue that these cameras are more for making
the staff feel safe. Is the school really trying
to keep us, the students, safe, or is it trying to keep the staff feel more safe from the
students? Adding on, I have not seen any
signs on campus notifying one that there
are cameras around, although signs said to
be arriving soon. Signs should be used as
another form of ensuring safety by letting
criminals know that they are being watched
and are, now, most likely to be caught?
Implementing security cameras is also
very expensive. Although the cameras have
already been implemented, cost for the
cameras can go up for the maintenance
of them. Furthermore, these cameras can
be stolen or vandalized, which means the
district loses that investment. It would also
mean that the cameras only bring more
crime.

threats. Students are now able to feel more
protected and safe on campus which, in the
past, has been a serious issue according to
student surveys conducted at the end of last
year.
It also makes perfect sense for our campus specifically due to the administration’s
new goals of rebranding. It helps create a
better image to the public of Esperanza and
its moves toward a safer campus. This positive light shed on our school can help to get
more students to come here. It also allows
for parents to feel more comfortable with
the decision of sending their scholar to our
school.
Take all of this into consideration when
peering up at those cameras. They are helping you and the school as a whole in more
ways than you may think.

the actual crime. Security guards serve as
a form of intimidation for those who are
doing wrong, and they serve as a form of
protection for the whole school.
At the end of the day, we all need to remember that the use of security cameras
can only go so far. Cameras are more reactive than proactive and only able to view an
incident, not prevent it. The cameras cannot save someone’s immediate life or safety
or cannot stop the criminal from causing
more harm or from getting away. It is merely a machine. The real safety comes from
the school as a whole communicating with
each other.

10

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

September 19, 2018

Tokyo Central Sets up Shop in YL
Ally Dahncke
News Editor
Tokyo Central held its soft opening on
Aug. 16. Patrons can find all kinds of Japanese products, from tableware to food.
Tokyo Central, located on Imperial
Highway in Yorba Linda, is a grocery store
with eateries in it. The eateries line the wall
to your right when you step into the store.
In the corner, there’s the ramen shop that
opened last Friday called Hanzo Ramen
which is open from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. They
serve gyoza (dumplings), miso soup (a traditional Japanese soup) and tonkatsu (a
dish of fried pork).
Next to the ramen shop is a bakery that
houses delicious sweets. Tomoko Munoz,
the assistant manager, recommends the
chocolate krone, a pastry with a crispy outside filled with chocolate. However, if you
don’t have a sweet tooth then I recommend
the croissant which is filled with ham and
cheese. Sadly, the bakery closes at 6 p.m., so
get there early to try their treats.
Then, there’s a buffet that serves traditional Japanese food. The food may change
from day-to-day; however, the food is still
traditional Japanese food, like curry and
rice, sweet potato tempura (fried sweet potato), tofu steak and pork cutlet.

Junior Emily Vandiver visits the long-awaited Tokyo Central located on Imperial Highway.

The rest of the store is occupied by
shelves and refrigerators housing prepackaged food, such as produce, sushi and bento boxes. Bento boxes are Japanese lunch
boxes that can hold an assortment of food,
like chicken with rice and eggs. They typically range from three to five dollars at Tokyo Central.
Personally, though, I like the fried
chicken as well as the vegetable croquette,
which is vegetables mixed in mashed potatoes then fried (try it with the sauce it

Band Takes the Field
Krissy Kuwahara
Reporter
This year the band field show theme is
Greek mythology. More specifically, it is
about the story of “Icarus.”
Icarus is a Greek myth about a man
named Daedalus, who was imprisoned
and built two pairs of wings with feathers and wax. He gave one pair to his son
named Icarus. He told Icarus not to fly to
close to the sun or the wax would melt. He
ended up not listening to his father and the

anese. In English, they read: Ginza, Roppongi, Shinya, Shinjuku, Asakusa and Akihabara, which are districts in Tokyo.
After purchasing your bento boxes and
other Japanese products, you’ll walk out
of the store feeling satisfied and also wondering how you’ll eat all the food you just
bought.
And here are some tips for when you’re
shopping there: don’t forget to bring your
bags in with you because, if you’re anything
like me, you’ll need them.

Netflix Chick Flicks

going back and reading the myth of Icarus.”
Myka Comia is a senior who plays the
saxophone. She said, “The theme, being
Greek mythology, was something that I was
really interested in and I think a lot of other
people will find it really unique as well. I
loved the idea Icarus for the field show because like all of our past years’ themes, it’s
a really grandiose idea that Mr. Davis came
up with.”
Hailey Abler is a sophomore in color
guard. She said, “I was so happy when we

“When you start trying to create a show, you are almost exploring everything as a source of inspiration and possible
subject matter. It occurred to me that I was hearing lots of
conversations suddenly about Icarus.”
-Brad Davis
Band director

wings melted, and he fell into the sea and
died. Therefore, the overall theme of this
story is to not act like a god and overcome
your mortal limits.
On Oct. 13 band and colorguard will
be competing in their first competition of
the year.
Band director Brad Davis said, “When
you start trying to create a show, you are
almost exploring everything as a source of
inspiration and possible subject matter. It
occurred to me that I was hearing lots of
conversations suddenly about Icarus (and
most of them were about the Netflix documentary), but it still sparked my interest in

comes with). But, you better get there early
because the sushi goes fast and so do the
bentos.
As you’re shopping and walking
through the aisles, you’ll notice that you
can’t read anything. That’s how authentic
this place is - the writing on the packages
are written in Japanese. But don’t worry,
they’ve placed name plates in front so you
know what it is that you’re grabbing.
At check out, you may notice that each
station has a name both in English and Jap-
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found out the show was going to be Icarus.
I did really like the idea of the show because
it’s something different than what the band
and colorguard have done before.”
“I am intrigued by the ways in which
we can create those effects through illusion
and create those feelings associated with
the Minotaur, flying and escaping through
repeated musical ideas. I can’t wait to see
what it looks like in the end. With this talented group of performers and the great
staff that we’ve assembled, the sky’s the limit (but only if we don’t fly too high or too
low),” said Davis.

Delaney Sinclair
Reporter
One of the most popular television and
movie sights, Netflix, in recent years, has
begun generating its own stream of media.
These movies and shows are known as Netflix Originals.
In the past few months, social media
has gone wild over a few of these selected
movies. The first of which being “To All the
Boys I’ve Loved Before.” This film, released
on Aug. 17, is seen as a romantic comedy
and runs for about an hour and forty minutes. This movie is definitely worth your
time due to the handsome main character,
Peter, played by Noah Centineo, who also
stars in “The Fosters” and “Austin and Ally.”
The basis of “To All the Boys I’ve Loved
Before” is a teenage girl, entering her junior
year, has written love letters to every crush
she’s ever had. By a way of mystery, these
letters get out and begin to wreak havoc on
her life. Although stressful in the moment,
this leakage of information leads to love
and laughter.
Although this movie is entertaining, it
does have some flaws. It is very cheesy and
not deep for the viewers. It may be somewhat surface level, but there are a lot of people who enjoy not having to keep track with
what is going on. I would rate this film 4
out of 5 stars for it is entertaining twists and
turns.
The next film that is highly popular in
its release is “The Kissing Booth.” Released
on May 11, it is also a romantic comedy and
stars Joey King. Her other works are “Ramona and Beezus,” “White House Down”

and “The Conjuring.” The producer of this
film is Vince Marcello who has also directed “Teen Beach Movie” and “Zombie
Prom.”
The plot follows teenager Elle Evans,
as she faces hardships in dealing with her
feelings for her best friend’s brother. Due
to her signing up to run a kissing booth at
her school’s spring carnival, these feelings
become exposed and trouble erupts.
Yet again, this is another very surface
level plot and allows viewers to just mindlessly enjoy. Definitely never an issue, thus
why I would rate this 4 out of 5 stars as well.
Lastly, the film “Sierra Burgess is a Loser” is one to not forget. This, released on
Sept. 7, is also another romantic comedy
and stars Noah Centineo yet again. He is
definitely in the limelight in recent months.
The storyline of this movie is about a
case of mistaken identity leading to an unexpected romance when teen Sierra Burgess, joins forces with a popular student to
win the heart of her high school crush.
This also is a movie catered to people
who enjoy a good romantic comedy. Its
plot wasn’t as surface level as the rest and
proved to be different. I would rate this
movie 3 out of 5 stars due to it not being as
entertaining but very unique.
With all of this in consideration, it
seems to me like you should grab a few
friends, maybe even some popcorn and
watch these cheesy originals. You won’t regret it.
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McCann’s Legacy Four-Year Athletes
Delaney Durham
Editor-in-Chief
Junior varsity football coach, Joseph
McCann has passed away on Aug. 21 at age
51. McCann played football for Esperanza,
and he also was able to become a walkon coach for the Aztecs. Coach McCann
touched the hearts of not only his players
but anyone he met.
“He was a guy who loved sports and
loved teaching kids,” said football coach
and language arts teacher, Bill Pendleton.
Not only did Pendleton work alongside
McCann, he also taught him as a junior in
language arts and noticed him as an asset
for the team. “I picked him out of my junior
English class because he was 6’5. He was a
natural.”
Principal Gina Aguilar described McCann as “first a fan and then as a coach.”
He supported the school in many different
ways throughout the years. His son played
football for the Aztecs, and during the 2015
season, he become the football booster
president. McCann had been involved with
the football team in one way or another for
many years.
“He was very influential to my career
because when I first joined my freshman
year I was one of the smaller kids on the
team. He believed in me and my abilities
when very little did,” said senior Cade
Weaver.
“I feel Coach McCann’s legacy is in the

way he treated others,” said Aguilar. He
cared deeply about football and the student
athletes. He focused on them “being as successful on the field as they could be” and he
“valued their growth as people even more.”
Senior Justin Halverson describes McCann as one of the nicest coaches he has
ever met. “He came during my J.V. [season]
and coached for the first time. He then kept
going and helping our team out at varsity
and J.V. games.”
“To having him as our coach to not seeing him anymore is sad,” said Halverson,
“It had been a pleasure to have him as our
coach and he will be missed dearly.”
McCann showed pride for the sport
and the school he once attended. “He focused on character, and he showed his athletes how much he cared about them,” said
Aguilar.
“He was a mentor, friend, coach, and a
shoulder to lean on… once you got to know
him you found out he was one of the best
characters you’d ever meet,” said Weaver.
“He will forever watch over me and the rest
of the team.”
“I remember him as a guy who was really involved with athletes and the sport,”
said Pendleton. He was survived by his
wife Doreen, his son Bryan and his daughter Abigail. McCann was a coach and mentor to many of the football players at the
school. His love and dedication proves that
once an Aztec you are always an Aztec.

Delaney Durham
Editor-in-Chief
Athletes are bound by competition.
Reaching varsity level in a sport is an honor and a showing of skill in a person’s sport.
Select students make varsity as a freshman
and continue for the next four years of high
school. Here are the seniors of fall sports
who have been on their varsity team for
four years.
“I was a starter my freshman year. I feel
like my efforts in practice and in matches help us succeed,” said women’s tennis
player, Jade Moreno. She has played tennis
for a total of seven and a half years. “The
new coach has made the team a lot better
and more connected. He is more involved
with us and it makes the game more fun.”
Moreno plans to either major in biology or
chemistry and then to become a pediatrician. “I was contacted by the Orange Coast
College tennis coach and I plan to go there
as they are 2nd in state for tennis and one
of the top community colleges in the state.”
Kaela Flores has played golf since she
was 11 years old. “I like the experience and
meeting new people,” she said. Flores said
that being on varsity for four years “feels
pretty good” and mentioned that “it boosts
my confidence.” After high school, she
plans to go to Santiago Community College. “I do not plan on playing my sport in
college, but I plan on keeping it apart of my
life for the rest of my life!”

“I feel pretty accomplished. It’s nice to
say you’ve been on the team for four years
at the varsity level,” said women’s golf player, Aide Martinez. She has played golf for
three years. “I started the summer going
into my freshman year.” In the future she
hopes to go to Cal State Fullerton, Hope International University or Irvine Valley College. Martinez said she loves her golf team
because “we laugh 24/7” and she enjoys
“winning together” because it is the “best
feeling you could ask for.
Deidra Schriever has played volleyball
for six years. She said what she likes most
about competing on the varsity level is the
crowd enthusiasm or her team. “I feel like
I know a lot more about the sport,” said
Schriever. “I plan on playing and getting a
full ride scholarship,” she explained on after high school. She wishes to attend Weber
State or Cal State Dominguez Hills.

Nagao’s Reigns with Triple Crown Wrestling Title
Jocelyn Castañeda
Opinions Editor
On Aug. 1, junior Aaron Nagao won
the Triple Crown award for wrestling as a
sophomore.
The Triple Crown award is considered
one of the most prestigious honors awarded to athletes who win three major USA
wrestling events in the same year. These
events are folkstyle, Greco-Roman and
freestyle. Folkstyle is the traditional form
of wrestling in the United States and consists of moves from the bottom position.
Greco-Roman is a type of wrestling style
where scoring below the waist is prohibited, which means no leg attacks or trips.
Freestyle is a style where all you focus on
when you are at the bottom is to not get
turned, or par terre.
With six years of wrestling, Nagao won
the Freestyle State Championship, the U.S.
Open Junior Western Regionals and the
Folkstyle National Championship.
“I was surprised at first because I totally forgot that there was an award for
this but just really happy because this is
my first time receiving this award,” Nagao
said. “This reward means a lot to me. Little
things like this show me that the hard work
I’m putting in pays off.”
Nagao said that he had a set schedule
for his training every week. This consisted
of lifting, running, wrestling and getting up
early or staying after to get an extra work-

Junior Aaron Nagao practices the skills that awarded him the Triple Crown title.

out in. According to coach Christian Holiday, the varsity wrestling coach, Nagao’s
strongest skill is his work ethic and he describes him as a good listener.
“He’s still fairly new to the sport, although he has gained ground very quickly,
so understanding different positions and
technique, like any athlete, there’s always
room to learn,” said Holiday. His philosophy as a coach is “hard work beats talent
when talent refuses to work hard.”

Junior Jackson Lang, a fellow wrestler,
said, “I think what made the biggest difference is his mind set. I’ve known Aaron for
a long time and he’s always had an amazing
work ethic.”
In March, Nagao finished second in the
CIF State championships and was CIF-SS
Southern Division champion. Coach Holiday’s goals for Nagao include winning a
very big pre-season tournament in Las Vegas and winning the California state title in
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the winter.
“A strength of mine is that the team
can always rely on [me and] that no matter
what it is we’re doing, I’m always going to
give my best. I have integrity and will do
my part,” said Nagao.
Nagao seeks to wrestle in a top ten, division one college and wants to continue
wrestling until it is time for him to settle
down. Then, he wants to become a firefighter.
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“[I am a] student athlete.” - junior, Walter Gooding
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“I have APES this year. Mrs. Reta is super fun and cute and I love the class. It’s really fun and the
subjects are interesting and keep me engaged.” - senior, Catt Phan
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“My favorite thing about school is hanging out with my friends and sleeping in everyday.”
-senior, Savannah Gandy
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“I’m looking forward to making my last year the best one yet.” - senior, Sierra
Thompson
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“I wanted to join the Medical Academy because it gave me a safe place to explore career pathways in which I was
interested in. It gives me the opportunities and tools I need to give me an extra step above everyone in my future
career.” - junior, Kate Blais

Want more of The Aztlán?
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“Speech and Debate is an outlet to express myself. I am able to express my
opinions in a safe free environment.” - junior, Catie Krier
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