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MASSES:
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WEEKDAYS: 8:00 am
HOLY DAYS: 5:30 pm (Vigil), 8:15 am, 7:00 pm
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Our Lady of Refuge

Greetings my good friends,
Jesus said to his disciples: “To you who hear I
say, love your enemies, do good to those who hate
you, bless those who curse you, pray for those
who mistreat you.” (first lines of today’s Gospel of
Luke).
This is the challenge for all of us as we journey
towards the great season of Lent. For me and you,
it’s not an easy challenge, actually it’s a
contradiction to what your heart or my heart would
like to do in a situation. Do you have enemies in
this moment of your life? Are there people out there
that hate you? I wonder, is there somebody out there
that hates me, that curses me? Jesus asks me and
you to love them, to pray for them and wish them
well. The words and actions of Jesus somehow
always touches us to the core of our beings. The
natural response of the majority in times of hatred,
wrongdoing, hurt, and pain is to fight back, return
the same or even more! So, that the other will suffer
and experience what we have experienced. We have
all heard the statement, “Let them suffer the
consequences of their action.” Then we reflect on
Jesus, the one we profess, as Christians the one who
accepted death, a gruesome end, for what? For
having the courage to Stand for the Truth. It is
through Jesus, that we experience total freedom and
happiness. His ways are not easy, but they lead us to
a deeper understanding of ourselves and our human
conditions and the need for a higher authority,
which we believe is God.
Loving our enemies is possible. Throughout the
history of humanity, individuals have exemplified
themselves by their actions for peace and harmony
in a world of great distress. Remember Mother
Teresa in the midst of death and starvation? She
welcomed the stranger with great humility by
gently caring for the least in society. Look at
Gandhi with his stand for peace. He rallied a whole
nation and the world behind him with no retaliation,
but words of peace for all. So, it is possible to love
those who hate us. Sometimes we only need a few
to stand out and show us the power that comes from

true happiness. Let us all hear the words of Jesus
today and take them to heart and have the courage,
like he did, to live them on a daily basis and be a
powerful witness in our world today.
Thanks to all the 46 parishioners who attended Sr
Edith’s morning of prayer last Saturday. It was so
inspiring and I know everyone including Msgr Bill
and I left full of the Holy Spirit.
The school had a great WASC visitation during the
past week.
The parish also hosted the regions deanery meeting
and luncheon, all priests present were so pleased by
our hospitality. Special thanks to Johanna Raab,
Tony McKeon, Cathy Hoover, Penny Flint, and
Janis Krantz who prepared everything. All of you
were awesome.
Next Wednesday, February 27th at 7 p.m. in the
auditorium, our guest speaker Fr. Jim Clark
welcomes all the men of the parish to an
inspirational evening. This is a great opportunity to
give an hour to gather with other men of the parish,
to share your faith, and enjoy fellowship with your
brothers in Christ. Please make every effort to
attend. I can guarantee you, you will be impressed
with Fr. Jim.
Please do not forget to pledge in Together in
Mission. We need every pledge to reach our goal.
Thank you so much.
A big welcome to all who worship here. Thank you
parents for bringing your children and teens to
Mass. May God Bless You. To those of other faith
traditions, you are welcomed in love.
Love,
Fr. Gerard

“Christians promote peace, starting with the
community in which they live.” - Pope Francis

February 24, 2019

Parish News
Ash Wednesday is nearly upon us
Please take note of the new Mass times.
Ashes will be distributed at all Masses.
8:15 a.m. with parish school present
12:00 noon
7:00 p.m.
On February 27th at 7 pm in the auditorium we are
having an inspirational evening talk for you. I have
invited Fr Jim Clark to share some thoughts with
you all.
A man’s way to God. In this workshop we will
explore the unique spirituality of men in their
approach to the Divine. We will use stories,
metaphors, prayer, ritual, and input to unlock this
dynamic relationship. Come and join us!
For Lent, Small Church Communities invites
you, as Jesus did, to "Come and See." Adult
parishioners are invited to experience a faith
strengthening 2019 Lenten Season by participating
in weekly 90-minute Small Church Communities
group meetings hosted in the home of parishioners
or in the OLR conference room for six consecutive
weeks (March 4th through April 14). What day or
evening is best for you? The readings and Gospel
for the upcoming Sunday are discussed. A flyer/
sign-up sheet with be in the bulletins on Feb. 23 &
24 and SCC members will be at tables near the
front doors at all Masses. Information: Small
Church Coordinator: Tony McKeon (949)
874-6097
February 17 – Seventh Sunday in
Ordinary time In today’s Gospel
Jesus gives us the challenge to: “Love
your enemies… Give to everyone who
asks of you…Do to others as you would have them
do to you…Be merciful, just as your Father is
merciful. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
assists families by providing food, shoes, and
clothing. Pray for the poor.
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Parish News
Is the Holy Spirit Calling You? Catholic
Engaged Encounter needs MARRIED couples to
help prepare engaged couples for marriage.
Whether you’ve been married 2 months or 40+
years, we need your help. Call Jorge & Katie
Ramirez at (818) 445-3243 - we’d love to talk with
you - OR - visit our website at www.CEEofLA.org
and email us at katiejorge@att.net
Lector Ministry Have you heard the Word of God
proclaimed at Mass and thought, “I would love to
do that?” All one needs is the desire and love to
proclaim God’s Word and a voice to connect to our
community. To pursue this rewarding ministry,
please call or text Gerry Boyarski at 858-722-4332.
If you call and I do not answer, then please leave a
message. You can also reach me by email at
grbplanes@gmail.com
Together in Mission Archbishop Gomez invited all
Catholics to make their annual commitment to the
2019 Together in Mission Appeal. This year, our
parish has been asked to raise $60,000. If you and
your family have not had the opportunity to make
your pledge, I ask that you complete a pledge card
found in the pews, or make your pledge online by
visiting archla.org/give. Your gifts to Together in
mission ensure that every Catholic living in the
Archdiocese has a parish to celebrate their faith and
access to a Catholic school education. you are
living your faith through your actions when you
support Together in Mission.
What is Spiritual Direction and how is it
available to me? Spiritual Direction can be in two
forms; 1) group or 2) individual. If you are
interested in knowing more or have questions,
please contact Cathy Hoover, (562) 343-1181 or
cathy.hoover2@gmail.com
OLR Moms Group Mothers of all ages and stages
are encouraged to join. If you are interested in
joining or would like more information please call
the rectory (562) 498-6641.

Mass Intentions

Please Pray for:

Sunday 2/24/19
Those in our parish
8:00 am Joan Ryan (RIP)
who are sick and
cannot be here with
9:30
us today, and their
11:30
Arlene BeCotte (RIP)
relatives.
Fr. Flavian Willathmaguwa
Charlyn DeCoudres
5:30 pm Irene Galvan (RIP)
Robert DeCoudres
Monday 2/25/19
Andrea Diego
8:00 am Mike Carvlin (RIP)
Mary Jaklevick & Family (Int) Virginia Ellis
Marie Fox
Tuesday 2/26/19
Diane Halal
8:00 am Mike Pinto (Int)
John King
Godofredo &
Larry Larocco
Carmen Pugeda (RIP)
Edna Lia
Wednesday 2/27/19
Brenda Meicht
8:00 am Ian Diaz (Int)
Rodney Meyer
Thursday 2/28/19
Lupe Montalvo
8:00 am Ana Rodriguez-Perez (RIP)
Diana Mortensen
Friday
3/1/19
Daisy Ordoveza
8:00 am Fr. Ray Morales (Int)
Juliana Quickel
11:00 am Gaston Hernandez (RIP)
Joshua Thomas
Seberger
Saturday 3/2/19
Cathryn Smyth
8:00 am Jennifer Angel (RIP)
5:30 pm Lynn & Kevin McCormick (Int) Marco Solano
OLR Parishioners

Principal’s Corner
Dear Parish Community,
We have successfully finished our WCEA/WASC
accreditation visit! We were blessed to have Sally Todd,
Associate Superintendent of the Diocese of Orange and
WCEA
Commissioner, as well as teachers from
American Martyrs (Manhattan Beach), Nativity
(Torrence), St. John Fisher (Rancho Palos Verdes), and
St. Anthony de Padua (Gardena). They worked hard to
validate our accomplishments and helped to identify
areas for future growth. We have a strong vision for the
next 6 years. They complimented us on our extraordinary
advisory council, as well as our close relationship with
our parish and religious education. They were highly
complimentary about all areas. Deacon Roger attended
the closing meeting and after the team presented their
findings, he gave a touching testimonial. He spoke about
how far the school has come in the past 8 years. Eight
years ago we nearly closed due to low enrollment and
today we have a robust school that is nearing full
capacity. Deacon spoke from his heart and there was not
a dry eye in the room. We are so blessed to have such a
loving and committed parish community. Thank you for
all you do!
Blessings,
Mrs. Holmquist

Priest Schedule
2/24/19

3/3/19

3/10/19

5:30 p.m. Vigil

Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Bill

8:00 a.m.

Fr. Scott

Fr. Scott

Fr. Gerard

9:30 a.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

11:30 a.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Raymond

5:30 p.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Scott

Archdiocese News
Did you know?

To establish confidence with your children start
with questions about their daily activities
Sometimes children will behave in a manner quite unusual for
them – stress, misunderstanding, or some form of abuse can be
related to such behaviors. If you see your child exhibiting
unusual behavior, talk with your child about their day or recent
experiences in an open-ended conversation. Do ask factual
questions, such as, “What did you do today? Did you do
anything unusual today? Who did you see today? Did anyone
say or do anything that was unusual or even upsetting? Then,
ask feeling questions as a follow-up, and remember that
sometimes it’s easier for a child to talk about someone else’s
feelings first. For more tips in the VIRTUS® article
“Conversation Guidelines for Parents: Be Aware,” go to http://
www.la-archdiocese.org/org/protecting/Pages/VIRTUS-CurrentOnline-Articles.aspx%E2%80%8B

Follow
Refuge YAM
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/refugeyam/

website:
www.refugeyam.org
email:
refugeyam.gmail.com

