PARENTS’ PARAGRAPHS
for KOUTS Elementary, Middle & Senior High Schools
Volume 53 Number 12
March 21, 2019
Elementary Grades K-5
Visitors Lunch
Middle/High School Grades 6-12
Daily $2.55/Weekly $12.75
$3.35
Daily $2.65/Weekly $13.25
VISITORS: To reserve a lunch you must call the school by 9:00 a.m.

March 25-29 No School
Calendar

Saturday

March 23

Monday-Friday
Monday
April 1

Tuesday

April 2

Wednesday April 3
Thursday

April 4

Friday

April 5

Saturday

April 6

9:00 AM
Boys HS Volleyball @ Fisher
10:00 AM Varsity Baseball Scrimmage LS H
March 25-29 No School – Spring Break
4:30 PM
Varsity Baseball Kankakee Valley H
4:30 PM
Varsity Softball @ Merrillville
4:30 PM
JV Softball Merrillville H
7:45 AM
PCLC to Liberty Bible Church
4:30 PM
Varsity Baseball Argos H
4:30 PM
JV Softball Westville H
4:30 PM
JV Baseball @ Washington Township
4:30 PM
Varsity Softball Culver Community H
11:30 AM
Guidance Field Trip to IVY Tech (until 1:30 PM)
4:30 PM
HS Boys/Girls Track & Field @ North Judson w/NW
5:00 PM
Varsity Baseball @ EC Central
8:00 AM
Sophomore Field Trip to Cinemark
4:30 PM
JV Baseball Valparaiso H
4:30 PM
Varsity Softball Knox H
7:00 PM
Chandler Maglish Magic Show—Auditorium
7:00 PM
HS Band ISSMA Festival Contest @ KVHS(return 9:45 PM)
eLearning Make Up Day
9:00 AM
Boys HS Volleyball @ Noblesville
10:00 AM
Varsity Baseball @ Victory Christian
10:00 AM
Varsity Softball @ South Newton
3:30 PM
HS Choir ISSMA Festival Contest @ KVHS(return 5:30 PM)

eLearning Day—Saturday, April 6
On Saturday, April 6 we will have our first eLearning day. The assignments for the students will be in their
Google Classrooms after the conclusion of school on Friday, April 5. They will have until the start of the day
Tuesday, April 9 to get the work done and turned in. Student attendance for that day will depend upon the
students turning in their work. If they do not turn in the work on Tuesday, they will be counted absent for that
class period. If our absences are too high for that day, it will not count and we will have to add it on to the end
of the school year. The teachers will be available on Saturday, April 6 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM by email for
any students that have questions about the assignments. Any student that needs to come to the school to
access the internet from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM will be able to do so, but must be accompanied by an adult.

St. Baldrick’s

Yesterday, Assistant Principal Chris Gabriel, his wife, and two of their children participated in a St.
Baldrick’s fundraiser at Crown Point High School. The four of them have been participating in the
fundraiser to support cancer research. You can read an article in the NWI Times here. The article
contains links to donate if you would be interested in doanting. Below are the links as well. We are
very proud of Team Gabriel!
Grace
AJ
Erin
Mr. Gabriel

From Mrs. Sanders
Senior Blogs - 2019
As we begin the last quarter of the school year, much attention will be placed on the senior class. All
year, this group of students has been blogging. For this last grading period, each individual were
asked to blog about his or her passion. You are encouraged to read these blogs and provide positive
and thought provoking feedback in the comments. This link will take you to the classroom blog. Scroll
through, looking at names on the right sidebar to connect to the particular student blog that you are
interested in reading.
http://khs2019.edublogs.org/

Seniors on the Senior Trip to Washington, DC
The Class of 2019 senior trip concluded with the seniors returning from Washington, D.C. Wednesday
morning. Part of the trip included a wreath laying at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier by McKenna Magura,
Grayce Beach, Ian Garavalia, and Zach Collins. While they were there, they also had the opportunity to tour
the White House. The seniors were in our nation’s capital Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday this week. Looks like
all the seniors had a good time on the trip. Thanks to the students for representing Kouts in such a positive
way. Thanks to the parents for allowing us to send them out for this experience.

Magic Show—Friday, April 5 at 7:00 PM
Chandler Maglish will be performing a magic show for the community on Friday April 5th at 7 PM in
the Kouts High School Auditorium. Proceeds from his show will support Kouts Athletics and the food
bank. Tickets are on sale now in the high school office for $5 per ticket or $12 per family (up to five
tickets). You can also buy them at the door starting at 6:30 PM.

Juuling:
With each new year comes new challenges as parents. One trend in particular you need to know
about is Juuling These are a type of e-cigarette that look exactly like a thumb drive and can be
charged in your computer's USB port. They are virtually odorless, allowing kids to smoke them just
about anywhere without detection. Unfortunately kids think these "non-cigarettes" are safe but they
are highly addictive with each Juul pod containing as much nicotine as a full pack of cigarettes. Like
other forms of vaping, the JUULpods are offered in enticing flavors such as créme bruleé and mango,
increasing their appeal to kids. And rather than smelling like an ashtray, JUUL smells pleasant. And
then there’s the cool factor—the JUUL device is sleek, available in an array of colors, and resembles
a thumb drive that’s easily concealed, so it’s easy to see why they’re popular with teens. For more
information go to Truth Initiative website.

From the Guidance Counselor
Each year, through a national scholarship competition, FIDM awards more than 28 scholarships,
including eight full one-year scholarships worth $31,500 each. Students interested in this scholarship
might be pursuing degrees in the global industries of Fashion, Visual Arts, Graphics, Interior Design,
Social Media and Entertainment. This year, television personality and entertainment manager Kris
Jenner will select the winners for the national scholarship competition in the following majors:
Apparel Industry Management, Fashion Design, Interior Design, Merchandise Product Development,
Visual Communications, Beauty Marketing & Product Development, Graphic Design, Merchandising
& Marketing and Social Media. If interested, visit www.bit.ly/FIDMscholarship for entry details. The
deadline is March 29, 2019.

The Construction Advancement Foundation is pleased to announce a $2,500 annual ($10,000
maximum) scholarship available to students pursuing a career in construction or related field
(construction management, civil engineering, project management, etc.). Other eligibility
requirements include a GPA of 3.0 or higher, able to pass an annual hair follicle drug test, active
participation in extracurricular activities at school or in the community, and be a full or part time
student. The application requirements include a completed application form, recommendations from
3 people, copy of SAT/ACT scores, proof of acceptance/enrollment in college/university, and an
essay on “Why am I interested in a career in the construction industry?” (300 words). For more
information on this scholarship, visit www.cafnwin.org (look under workforce development tab). The
application deadline is March 29, 2019.
Porter-Starke Services Foundation is pleased to make four scholarships up to $2,500 each available
to graduating seniors of Porter, Starke, and Lake County High Schools in Indiana. Candidates must
already be accepted to an accredited college, university or vocational school and must be pursuing a
2-year or 4-year degree. The Porter-Starke Impact Scholarship Award recognizes a high school
senior whose life has been impacted by mental health or who has made a positive impact on the
mental health or others. Applications are available at www.porterstarke.org/resources/scholarships.
Completed
application
material
must
be
postmarked
by
March29,2019.
The Polish Heritage Association of Michigan City was established in November 2011 to increase
awareness of Polish and Polish-American heritage. They are offering and essay competition to see
awareness about Poland, Poles and Polish Americans among local high school and college students
and to aid them in their studies. To be eligible, a student needs to live in Northwest Indiana (and does
not need to be of Polish ancestry). An applicant should submit an essay of no more than three pages
if single-space and six pages if double-spaced on the topic of “What was Haller’s Army (a.k.a. Blue
Army) and why was it important?” (The “Blue Army” was part of the successful effort of PolishAmericans to help restore Polish independence during and after the First World War.) See Mrs.
Robinson for more information. Applications should be submitted no later than March 31, 2019.
Shawn Moyer, a 1999 Kouts High School graduate, was the recipient of a Lilly Endowment
Community Scholarship. He elected to attend Taylor University where he was studying accounting.
In the fall of his sophomore year, the cancer that he had overcome in high school returned. While he
fought valiantly against this disease and completed his third semester, he died on January 2, 2001,
one day before his 20th birthday. Thanks to the generous support of Lilly Endowment, Inc., the
remaining portion of Shawn's scholarship has been set aside to establish the Shawn Moyer
Memorial Scholarship. The guidelines for this scholarship include: resident of Porter County,
graduate of Kouts High School, and attending a four year college or university in Indiana (preference
will be given to students who elect to attend a Christian institution). See Mrs. Robinson for an
application. The deadline is March 31, 2019.

The Central Indiana American Society of Safety Professionals annually offers three $1,000
scholarships to Indiana high school seniors seeking a career in Occupational Health and Safety.
These scholarships are awarded to students seeking to enroll in university, college or technical
courses having an emphasis on occupational health and safety. Some of these careers include:
construction safety, mining safety, industrial hygiene, risk management, safety and health,
environmental health, occupational health/nursing, agricultural safety and emergency management.
Guidelines for the scholarship are: Indiana High School senior with a 2.9 GPA or higher, 2 written
references, brief description of your career plans and name of school you intend to study. If
interested, see Mrs. Robinson for an application. The scholarship is due March 31, 2019.
The Indiana Sheriffs’ Association Scholarship fund was established for the purpose of receiving,
investing and dispensing of funds to provide college scholarships to qualified students who are
committed to pursuing an education and career in the law enforcement field. The qualifications
include: 1) Indiana resident, 2) current member of the association, or a dependent child or grandchild
of a current member of the association (if you do not meet the membership requirement, you can fill
out an application and return it with your scholarship application), and 3) enrolled as a full-time
student. If interested, please visit www.indianasheriffs.org for an application. The deadline is April 1,
2019.
The Valparaiso Woman’s Club was organized in 1895. The club is 123 years old and has been
supporting women in this community since it began. The Club is offering 2 $500 scholarships this
year for seniors in any Porter County high school. Please see Mrs. Robinson for an application. This
must be returned to the guidance office by April 5, 2019.
The Association of Artists and Craftsmen of Porter County is pleased to announce a $1,000 Art
Education Scholarship which will be awarded to a graduating senior in the Class of 2019 who plan
to attend college and major in art or art education. The scholarship is named in memory of Gloria
Rector, the first Executive Director of the Chesterton Art Center who passed away in 2017. Gloria
was a teacher, artist, visionary, and a leader-just to name a few of the many gifts she shared with the
Chesterton Art Center throughout her life. Students applying for the scholarship will need to submit
the following: 1) portfolio of your work; include both two and three dimensional pieces. Twodimensional work should be matted. Nor more than 3 pieces please. 2) Your sketchbooks or art
journals, 3) a form you can pick up from Mrs. Robinson. The portfolio must be received at the
Chesterton Art Center by Friday, April 12. Art Center hours are 11 am-4 pm weekdays and 10 am-2
pm on Saturdays.
Three C's Memorial Scholarship: On October 24, 2003, three Bremen men were killed on their way
home from a high school football game. Casey Miller, Chad Beeson and Carey Jones were all
volunteer statisticians who enjoyed giving their time to help young people. To keep their spirit alive,
the 3 C's Memorial Scholarship was established. The hope is that the scholarship recipients will take
pride in representing the three special qualities of these great men: Courage, Character, and
Commitment. In order to be eligible, the candidate must: 1) Be a high school senior who will graduate
from a public or private school during the current school year, 2) be active in the school/community,
3) have a minimum GPA of 3.0, and 4) have completed six athletic seasons during high school as an
athlete, trainer, manager, cheerleader, etc. The application must be postmarked by April 15, 2019.
Please see Mrs. Robinson for an application. (Don’t worry about the distance from Bremen. I
contacted them and they said since they sent it to us, our students are eligible).

The American Public Works Association (APWA) is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit educational and
membership organization whose exempt purpose shall be the advancement of the theory and
practice of the design, construction, maintenance, administration, and operation of public works
facilities and services. In line with their exempt purpose, they have established a mission to promote
professional excellence, understanding of and competence and credibility in public works. To fulfill the
mission, the Indiana Chapter of the American Public Works Association is sponsoring a
scholarship program for candidates pursuing a degree in related public works fields, including but not
exclusively in Civil Engineering, Environmental, or Public Works Management. Eligibility: High school
seniors who plan to attend an accredited institution of higher learning during the Fall 2019 semester
at the undergraduate level whose major course of study emcompasses the fields of Engineering,
Public Works Administration, Public Relations, Finance or other programs within the public field are
eligible. The chapter intends to award one scholarship of $1,000 per year. Scholarship applications
must be emailed by May 8, 2019 to Angela.erpelding@cityoffortwayne.org. Please see
Mrs. Robinson for more information.
The law firm of Hammett, Bellin & Oswald are excited to offer a $750 scholarship to first-year
college freshmen who will be attending an accredited College/University during the 2019-2020 school
year. The applicant must: 1) be enrolled in and plan to attend a college/university during the 20192020 school year.
2) provide proof of enrollment, and 3) have a minimum 3.0 GPA. Details on how to apply can be
found at http://hbolawfirm.com/law-justice-scholarship. The deadline for the scholarship is May 31,
2019.
Dr. Brenda Stenftenagel and Dr. Milena Bulic would like to offer a $500 College Scholarship Award to
a senior high school student that meets the following requirements: 1) current or former full treatment
patient, 2) college-bound high school senior, and 3) planning to study in the medical/dental field. The
requirement includes writing a 500 word essay explaining the student’s accomplishments and goals.
Please fax to (219)762-3870 or email bfaaapril@gmail.com by June 1, 2018.
Console & Associates PE, Attorneys at Law, are offering scholarships to any college student (or
accepted high school senior) planning to pursue a law-related degree. These include pre-law,
paralegal studies, legal assisting or Juris Doctor. The requirements are that a student has a 3.0 or
higher GPA, be pursuing a law-related degree, and be a US citizen. All application materials must be
emailed no later than June 15, 2019. For more information, please visit
https://www.myinjuryattorney.com/legal-

FREE Integrated Program for the Environment summer program at IU
IPE provides leadership at Indiana University Bloomington to facilitate collaborative and
interdisciplinary academic programs, initiatives, and outreach efforts focused on the environment and
sustainability. SESE grew from a need to engage the wider Indiana community and to encourage high
school students to study the environment and sustainability issues.
SESE is a four-day residential summer camp that introduces Indiana high school students to diverse
topics in sustainability and the environment on IU's campus- participants work with award-winning IU
faculty and Bloomington community leaders, are offered hands-on opportunities in environmental
research, and are given resources for applying to (and paying for) college. We are actively recruiting
participants with diverse backgrounds, including minority, low-income, and first-generation college
students. Participants passionate about the environment and with an interest in leadership are also
encouraged to apply. We know that this will be a fantastic opportunity for high school students to
begin to think about their college experience and explore sustainability and environmental issues as a
major. There is NO COST for this program. Preference will be given to high school juniors and
seniors. The application deadline for this program is March 31, 2019. You
can find more information at https://environment.indiana.edu/programs/SESE.html.

Dunes
Indiana Dunes National Park is accepting applications for the National Park Service Youth
Conservation Corps (YCC). The YCC is a well-balanced work-learn-earn program that develops an
understanding and appreciation in participating youth of the Nation's environment and heritage.
Projects may include building trails, maintaining fences, cleaning up beaches, painting and staining
park buildings. There will be 3 positions available in the park this summer. Employment will last ten
weeks, June 2, 2019 and ending on August 10, 2019. The starting wage for a basic enrollee is $7.25
per hour for a 40-hour work week. To be eligible, participants must be 15 years old before June 2,
2019 but not turn 19 years old before August 10, 2019. If interested, see Mrs. Robinson for an
application.

From The Book Keeper
Parents,
At this time, all outstanding textbook rental is now past due. Please check your child's account on
Skyward even if you paid in full at the beginning of the school year; a schedule change could have
added additional fees.
Also, all Athletic Transportation fees for the Fall and Winter sports have been added. The Spring
sports will be added when team rosters are received in my office. This $15 fee (once per year) must
be paid by all athletes to help support the athletic transportation costs.
In addition, as a reminder to parents of Seniors, all outstanding debts must be paid in full in order for
your child to participate in graduation activities.
If you are unable to pay in full by April 1, 2019, contact me as soon as possible to request a Payment
Agreement form.
If you have any questions, please contact me.
Mrs. Paulk
donna.paulk@eastporter.k12.in.us
Thank you!!!

KHS Dance Team
Tryout packets are available in the office for the 2019-2020 KHS DANCE TEAM. Try outs are for
grades 9-12. Tryouts will begin April 20th and final tryouts will be April 25th at 3:30 pm in the main
gym. There is a mandatory parent meeting for anyone trying out on Monday April 8th at 6PM in the
high school learning center. Applications and teacher evaluations are due April 8th not April
5th!! Please note the date change for parent meeting and applications/teacher evaluations. If
you have any questions please feel free to email the dance coach Shelly Dick at
shelly.dick@eastporter.k12.in.us
Thank you

Prom
Attention all Juniors and Seniors: Prom will be on April 13th, and it will be here before you know it!
Prom tickets will go on sale next Monday, February 25th during lunch. If you are in vocational, see
Mrs. Dick to purchase tickets. Tickets are $50 each or $100 per couple and will be on sale until April
5th. Don't wait until last minute to get your tickets. We are giving you plenty of time, and no late
tickets will be sold. If you are bringing a guest who doesn't go to Kouts School, you must have a guest
form filled out before you purchase your tickets. The forms are available in the office or see Mrs.
Dick. When you purchase your tickets, there will be a Grand March sign-up sheet. If you sign up, it
will be mandatory for you to participate in the Grand March. If you do not show up to Grand March
but signed up, then you will not be admitted into prom. AGAIN, Grand March is only mandatory
if you sign up to go. If you don't want to go, don't sign up, then you can just show up to prom with
your ticket. We will only have a Grand March if we get at least 20 people to sign up. See Mrs. Dick if
you have any questions.

Attention: Middle School Spring Soccer is Almost Here!
The Middle School Boys Soccer Team and Middle School Girls Team have an official schedule from
the PCC Athletic Directors. This is open to 6th, 7th and 8th grade students. Signups will happen
before school in the upcoming week before Spring Break. All you need is a physical on file plus
soccer cleats and soccer shin guards. We have many players participate in both track and soccer, so
come on out for some fun and competition! We will start after Spring Break.
Boys and Girls MS Soccer Schedule:
April 30 - Boone at Kouts
May 2 - Kouts at Morgan
May 7 - Kouts at Hebron
May 9 - Wanatah at Kouts
May 14 - Westville at Kouts

Youth Track & Field
The organization responsible for this material is an organization independent from and not sponsored by the East Porter County School Corporation.
The opinions or expressions contained in this material are not necessarily the views of the school or East Porter County School Corporation.”

Kids ages 4-12 are invited to participate in the Porter
County Parks track team! All skill levels are welcome.
Participants will have the opportunity to compete in
4 events (field and running) each meet. Children will
run with others in their own age group, with boys
and girls in separate divisions.
Practices are held Tuesdays 5:30-7pm from
May 28-July 16 at Boone Grove Middle School.
Meets are will be held on Saturdays in June and July.
This program is $45 per child.
Questions? Call us at 219-743-0203. Register online
at www.portercountyparks.org/athleticprograms.

2019 BASKETBALL CAMPS

For the beginner…
June 17-20

Mini
Camp

 Fun and games in a relaxing
atmosphere
 Fundamentals stations
 Instructional sessions by staff
 Daily games and contests

9:00 am - 11:30 am
Ages 5-7
$130

Improve your game…
June 17-20

Basketball
School






9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Ages 8-14
$180

Fundamentals stations
Offensive & defensive stations
Instructional sessions by staff
Daily games and contests

Take it to the next level…

Basketball
Academy

July 15-18
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Ages 8-14
$375







Lunch provided at the Union
Offensive & defensive stations
Instructional sessions by staff
Age-specific teams for games
Daily 5-on-5 games and tournament

All campers receive a Nike camp t-shirt, basketball, and sports bottle!
Register online: www.valpobasketballcamps.com
Camp is open to everyone!
“The organization responsible for this material is an organization independent from and not sponsored by the East Porter County School Corporation. The opinions expressed or
contained in this material are not necessarily the views of the school or East Porter County School Corporation.”

Elementary Echoes
Kouts Elementary School
Volume 12, Number 30

www.eastporter.k12.in.us/schools/kes

Coming Soon . . .

Thursday, March 21, 2019

Student Birthdays Are Recognized

TODAY.……………………………………………Report Cards
Mar. 25-29…………………………...No School—Spring Break
Apr. 1………………………………...School Resumes, 7:45 AM
Apr. 1…………………………..i-Ready/NWEA Testing Begins
Apr. 1………………………………………...Bible Club, 2:45 PM
Apr. 2………………………………...PTO—Elections, 4:30 PM
Apr. 5…………………………………………………….Spirit Day
Apr. 6………………………………………………eLearning Day

EP’s eLearning Day Is Coming Soon!

We’d like to wish a very happy birthday to the following
students that celebrated their special day during the weeks
of March 18-31:

Kindergarten—Micah Berry, Emersyn

Detraz, and Sydney Ward: First Grade—Jackson Forrester;
Second Grade—Nona Boyd and Tinley Gant; Third Grade—
Arianna Meyers and Isabella Tikalsky; Fourth Grade—
Nathan Allen, Sophia Cooper, Clare Hepner, Cheyenne
Nannenga, and Anna Overholt; and Fifth Grade—Cora
Hamstra. We hope your day was extra special!

We are looking forward to our first eLearning Day to be
held on Saturday, April 6th. Students will complete their
assignments online using Google Classroom. (Our students
are familiar with Google Classroom, and step-by-step
information for parents will be sent home after Break.)
All classroom teachers will be available by email during the
hours of 9:00 AM-3:00 PM on Saturday, April 6th.
Assignments will be posted by 3:00 PM on April

5th.

Pledge Leaders Announced
Reciting the Pledge of Allegiance this week were the
following students: Morgan Croff (2N), Olivia Forrester
(3H), Kayeleigh Hendrix (3S), Devyn Loveitt (3R), and Anna
Overholt (4Ma). We love to hear the sweet sound of the
students’ voices first thing in the morning!

For those without a home computer, the KES Computer
Lab will be open from 9:00 AM-3:00 PM on Saturday, April
6th. All students must be accompanied by their parents.

The Spring Book Fair Is Coming Soon!
Mark your calendar now for the Spring Book Fair which
will be held April 8-11. Each child will visit the fair with
his/her class and have an opportunity to purchase books.
We will also have a Family Night on Tuesday, April 9th, from
3:00-7:00 PM in coordination with the Science Fair.
Online shopping will be open from April 1-19. Letters and
brochures will go out the first week of April. We hope to
see you there!

Textbook Rental Is Now Past Due
At this time, all outstanding textbook rental is now past
due. Please check your child's account on Skyward for any
outstanding balance. For your convenience, you are able to
make online payments using your credit card or bank
account draft through Skyward by clicking the “Make a
Payment” tab. Also, you may send in your payment by check
payable to “Kouts Schools” to my attention.
If you are unable to pay in full by April 1, 2019, please
contact me as soon as possible to request a Payment
Agreement form.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact
me. Thank you!
—Mrs. Paulk, Kouts Schools Treasurer
donna.paulk@eastporter.k12.in.us

Parents Invited to Lunch with Their Children
Parents, did you know that you’re able to lunch with your

High Attendance Winners Announced
Congratulations to last week’s High Attendance winners:
Kindergarten—Mrs. Dunham (100%); First Grade—Mrs.
Dickinson; Second Grade—Mrs. Noltner (100%); Third
Grade—Miss Hester; Fourth Grade—Mrs. Wellman (100%);
and Fifth Grade—Mrs. Klunder.

children? You may bring your own lunch or pre-order a
school lunch by calling 766-2231 by 9:00 AM. As a friendly
reminder, no soda may be brought into the cafeteria.
Whether a nice surprise or planned lunch, students
absolutely love to eat with their parents! Parents, we hope
your schedule will allow an occasional lunch with your
child.

