Please read over this speech given to all students at OMI last
week during our Memorial Day Pass In Review.
Good afternoon.
To the School Superintendent, the Principals, the Commandant, the teachers and staff, and the
students of Oakland Military Institute, I am once again, glad to be on your campus. I am humbled to be
your guest of honor today and I am thrilled beyond measure, to share a few words with all of you.
After serving 4 years of Junior ROTC in high school, 4 years of ROTC in college and 10 years on
active duty in the Marine Corps, I’ve participated in my share of formations and I can relate to the most
pressing question on everyone’s mind - I hope this guy doesn’t give a long speech today. I can
positively state that I won’t take long and I’ll also remind those you in formation to occasionally to bend
your knees.
The best advice I’ve ever received on giving speeches is to be blunt, to be brief and to be gone. And I
can assure you, I will do so today.
I would like to begin my remarks by taking a moment to say how splendid this formation looks today. It
definitely brings back fond memories of my time serving in the military.
Your Pass in Review, is being held on the threshold of Memorial Day - a solemn holiday which honors
and remembers the men and women who died while serving our country. Although nominally
considered the unofficial start of summer, Memorial Day has a long history of honoring those who have
given the ultimate measure and made the ultimate sacrifice.
Very few things in life worth having are easily obtained. The freedoms that we enjoy today are certainly
not free. They were fought for and paid for with the lives of many brave Americans of all stripes, of all
races and of all religions , so that today, we may enjoy life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
Happiness means different things to different people but I would like to say a great deal of happiness
can be derived by choosing a career field that you enjoy. In short, getting paid to do something you
love is without question, one of the surest ways to obtain happiness in your professional life. And if
you’re going to do something, then do it well.
This idea is summed up nicely in your school motto, Ah-Gay QUOD Ah-GIS - do well whatever you do.
So as you go forward, I hope you will always keep this spirit within you and choose to do well whatever
you do. This notion resembles excellence, which is the cumulative result of doing your best at all times.
I hope you will choose to always do your best and strive to become the best student you can be.
In doing so, you will set yourself up for success later in life. So start now. Start making good choices
with your time and choose to invest in yourself and your future. You have to come to school so you
may as well make the most of it and try to learn as much as you can. Now is the time to practice
making good decisions.
As an airline Captain, I am responsible for making a multitude of decisions on each and every flight I
make. I am held accountable for the results of those decisions and after 22 years of flying, I’ve yet to
have any accidents or negative outcomes.
I sincerely believe that’s because of life lessons that have been instilled in me as a young man growing
up in SC that I would like to share.

1 - Lesson one was to always be kind and respectful of others. Treat people the way you would like to
be treated because courtesy and respect never go out of style AND they cost you nothing but will gain
you significant rewards.
2 - Be nice to old people. If you’re fortunate, one day you’ll be in their shoes.
3 - Most important lesson of all, was to strive for excellence in all of my endeavors and the quiet dignity
and pride from doing a job well done.
In closing, we are all the sum of the decisions we’ve made. I’ve chosen to follow my childhood dreams
of becoming an airline pilot and with God’s Grace have been able to live a life I couldn’t have possibly
imagined growing up. There’s some mystical about flying and once you’ve been bitten by the aviation
bug, it will change your life forever.
The Bay Area has a wealth of programs for such young people interested in Aviation. I’ve had to good
fortune of traveling around the world, of meeting some some incredible friends and now being able to
address this magnificent student body. I wish a rewarding and fantastic life for each and every one of
you - and you can ALL have it. Choose now to be great students, choose now to become successful
and choose now to do well, whatever you do.
Thank you.

Best regards,
Captain Kelvin Sherman

Captain Kelvin Sherman has been flying for United Airlines for the past 11 years. Originally from South
Carolina, Kelvin attended the University of South Carolina on a ROTC scholarship, where he earned a
Bachelors Degree in Business in 1995.
After graduating with honors, Kelvin spent 10 years on active duty in the US Marine Corps as a KC130 Aircraft Commander, a Primary Flight Instructor and a Forward Air Controller. His military awards
include the Navy Commendation Medal, Naval Achievement Award with Gold Star in lieu of Second
Award and the Kosovo Campaign Medal.
He joined United in 2006. Two years ago, he upgraded to Captain on the Boeing 737 and is based at
San Francisco International Airport.

Casino Bus Trip

CONTACT: DMimms@OMIAcademy.org

EAST BAY FAMILY INSTITUTE

Summer Mindfulness Camp
This summer, East Bay Family
Institute will be offering Mindfulness
Meditation/Yoga classes for children
and adolescents ages 8-14.
Students have the opportunity to
experience the “magic moment” where
they can catch themselves not paying
attention, leading to the moment when
the have a chance to take control of
their actions.
This program offers support for children & adolescents with:
• impulse control issues
• mood challenges
• ADHD
• behavioral problems
Activities include:
• mindfulness meditation
• yoga and mindful movement
• mindfulness games
• expressive arts projects
• opportunities for discussion and reflection
Program structure:
• 90-minute group sessions meeting 3 days a week for 4 weeks
• groups are led by a team of 2 EBFI counselors (Bren Benoit, PCCI & Sara Edwards, PCCI)
• each group is limited to 6 children maximum
Groups begin June 18 and will run through August 3rd

For questions or to enroll your child please contact Lesleigh Franklin, PhD
email: DrLesleighFranklin@gmail.com
phone: 510-268-8544
The East Bay Family Institute accepts health insurance and is on most insurance panels.

CAB Summer Calendar
17JUL
Event: CAB Training
Time: 8-12
Location: OMI Campus
Notes: Free Dress; bring
lunch

24JUL
Event: CAB Training
Time: 8-12
Location: OMI Campus
Notes: Free Dress; bring
lunch

30JUL
Event: CAB Training
Time: 8-12
Location: OMI Campus
Notes: Free Dress; bring
lunch

1AUG
Event: OMI Mentor
Training
Time: 8-12
Location: OMI Campus
Notes: Free Dress; bring
lunch

7AUG
Event: National Night
Out
Time: 8-12
Location: OMI Campus
Notes: Free Dress; bring
lunch

10AUG
Event: OMI Mentor
Training
Time: 8-12
Location: OMI Campus
Notes: Free Dress; bring
lunch

11AUG
Event: New Student
Orientation
Time: 7-12
Location: OMI Campus
Notes: PT Uniform

Notes:
If you are going to be late to any of the above dates,
text/email Emmanuel Chavez at (510) 660-7628 or
echavezhernandez20@omiacademy.org
Please ensure you bring lunch to each of the trainings.
Questions? Text SPC Randle at (510) 485-8683

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Incorporated
Omicron Theta Lambda Chapter
Announces Our
2018 Reginald Wickliff Memorial Scholarship Program

Five scholarships are available with awards of $500 each.

Applicant Eligibility Checklist
Graduating Male High School Senior
Minimum (Weighted) Cumulative GPA of 2.80
Official transcript
Completed typed application
One letter of recommendation
Completed 300 to 450-word essay
Application Deadline & Postmark: June 30, 2018
Questions can be addressed to: chris.johnson1906@gmail.com

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc., Omicron Theta Lambda Chapter – 2018 Home Base Alpha Scholarships

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. - Omicron Theta Lambda Chapter
P.O. Box 5796 - Oakland, California 94605
http://alpha-otl.org

Scholarship Application
Use your workstation to complete the form shown below. Print the completed form, assemble all
information requested, and mail it to the address shown above postmarked no later than June 30, 2018.
For faster receipt and processing, applicants may also scan and email all required application materials to
chris.johnson1906@gmail.com (recommended).
Personal Information
Student’s Last
Name

First Name

MI

Age

Street Address
City

State

Telephone Number

Zip Code

Email Address

School Name

School Telephone Number

GPA

Year/Grade
Best Telephone Number to
Reach Parent/Guardian

Parent/Guardian

Parent(s) Guardian’s Name

Information about what you’ve accomplished

What activities are you currently involved in on/off campus?
Organization Name

Describe work performed

Contact Person

Contact Telephone Number

Essay Questions: Choose from one of the questions below and write a 300 to 450-word essay on a separate sheet of
paper. Your essay must be typed and double-spaced in 12-point font with one-inch margins. Essays will be judged on
content, originality of thought, structure, grammar, spelling, and thoroughness of your response to the selected question.
You are encouraged to use your education and available resources to compose a well-written essay.

A.

How do you plan to use your education to edify and uplift the vulnerable and underrepresented in
your community?

B.

What is the single most important issue our community needs to address? Why did you identify this
issue? How would you work to implement change(s) in this area?

Sign Your Name Here: _____________________________________________________________
(Applicant’s signature)

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc., Omicron Theta Lambda Chapter – 2018 Home Base Alpha Scholarships

