ARTS & MUSIC

Breaking the cycle of poverty through education

WHY?
41.6% of Immokalee’s population
lives below the federal poverty level.
82% of children in Immokalee enter kindergarten
performing below grade level.
At-risk children without access to high quality early
childhood education are 60% less likely to attend college.
(The Ounce of Prevention Fund)
Students who study art are 4 times more likely to be recognized for academic
achievement and 3 times more likely to be recognized for school attendance.
Multiple studies have concluded that curricular and extracurricular art studies and activities
help keep high-risk dropout students in school.
Creative arts develop thought processes, expression, and fine and gross motor skills.
New brain research shows that not only does music improve skills in math and reading, it also
promotes creativity, social development, personality adjustment, self-worth, and communication skills.
Cognitive neuroscientists at 7 major universities have found strong links between arts education and
cognitive development: thinking, problem solving, concept understanding, information processing and
overall intelligence.

WHAT?
Guadalupe Center is committed to a comprehensive curriculum that will provide for a child’s full
development. For children growing up in poverty, the opportunity to experience, appreciate, and find their own
talents and artistic interests, is vital to their development and self-expression.
190 students between the ages of three and five, attend weekly creative arts and music classes at
Guadalupe Center’s main campus.
Instruction in all 18 classrooms at Guadalupe Center’s main campus and
3 portable classrooms at The Martin Foundation Campus at Lake Trafford
Elementary incorporate creative arts and music in lessons and activities.
2 times per year parents are invited to art and music presentations
and performances.
Students work with a variety of art mediums including crayons, markers, paint,
recycled materials, clay, papier-mâché and more and learn about an array of artistic
styles and techniques.
Dramatic arts, music and dance are incorporated. Children sing, have opportunities
to play bells and keyboards and learn about other instruments and music including
exposure to classical music.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
NUMBER OF
OPPORTUNITIES

OPPORTUNITY

ANNUAL
INVESTMENT

1

$50,000

Sponsor the Creative Arts & Music Instructor –
a part time, year-round position

1

$20,000

Provide art and music supplies for the
school year

1

$11,000

10

$3,000

Name and Endow Guadalupe Center’s
Creative Arts & Music Program
Endowments include naming rights.
Multi-year commitments available.

Sponsor a class of preschool students
Creative Arts & Music for the school year

Research indicates that artistic
expression makes students more
successful in school. Drama helps a
child to develop early public speaking
skills, overcome shyness, and learn
interpersonal intelligence. Dance engages
a child’s kinesthetic intelligence and
helps develop gross and fine motor skills.

To help or learn more:
Breaking the cycle of poverty through education
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