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Our Lady of Refuge

Greetings my Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
“The Lord, your God is in your midst,….you
have nothing to fear.” There is a need in all of us to
truly rejoice in the Lord and in the second reading
to the Philippians, St. Paul encourages us to always
rejoice! This reading is a great favorite of mine
because it confirms, once again, that if we truly
believe in God and put our total trust in him, then
we will receive the greatest gift from God, which is
peace.
Since I was ordained to the priesthood, I have
celebrated many Masses and sometimes I wonder
why many people look so sad at these celebrations.
The Lord wants us to rejoice in His sacred presence.
If we truly believe that the Lord is in our midst then
why should we fear? In an era when the gift of
peace is needed between nations, faiths, and people
let us all begin to rejoice once again in the Lord and
make his presence known to all. How do we make
his presence known? Well, St. Paul tells us that if
we rejoice totally in the Lord, then our kindness
will be known to all. I think there is a deep desire in
all of us to be kind to one another. However if we
let obstacles such as negative behavior, attitudes,
gossip and actions dominate our lives, then our
ability to be kind is weakened. Paul tells us if we
trust in God, he will be near us if we pray from our
hearts, then our petitions will be answered and our
anxieties will disappear. So we need to rejoice in
God, be kind, pray, and give thanks, and in return
we receive the gift of peace in Christ Jesus.
This Sunday, we once again hear about John
the Baptist in the Gospel. Many of the people who
were drawn to his message of repentance wanted to
be like him and asked him a simple question, “What
should we do”? John’s answer and challenge is
what we do as a parish community throughout the
year, we share with these who are less well off.
When we share food with the hungry, give clothes
and blankets to the homeless, generously give to the
visiting missionaries from far off lands, and
contribute to Together In Mission which helps our
poorer Catholic Churches and schools of our great
Archdiocese, then we make Christ present to the
people of God.

Jesus' mission and ministry here on earth was
two-fold; prayer and action. Prayer sustained him
with the power of God in his heart, and his actions
connected him with the people and their struggles,
their worries and fears resulting in the great
miracles of healing and new life in Christ.
Thanks to my birthday committee for all
your hard work in preparing a spectacular party last
Saturday night. I know everyone enjoyed
themselves, particularly the Pasadena contingent
who felt loved and welcomed by all of you.
Thanks also for the many gifts to help upgrade
our sound system. Next week I will have a total for
you.
The Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass and celebration
was a delight, a first in our parish. Another
awesome organizing committee. Thank you for the
wonderful shrine on the sanctuary.
Our school had their Christmas concert in the
church on Thursday night. It was so beautiful
witnessing all our children singing their hearts out;
what a joy filled evening.
This Sunday we begin our first Simbang Gabi
celebration at the 5:30 p.m. Mass and not to forget
our final Mass next Saturday, December 22 at 5:45
a.m. with great food after Mach mass. All are
welcome.
On Monday I invite you all to our advent
penance service. I have invited priests to hear your
confessions. Please avail of this opportunity to be
spiritually prepared for the birthday of Jesus.
Blessings upon all who gather here this
weekend; a special welcome to all our visitors and
those of other faith traditions. Know that the
LORD IS HERE, loving YOU and healing YOU.
AMEN!
Love,
Fr. Gerard

“Loving God means serving our neighbour without
reserve, and trying to forgive without limits.”
- Pope Francis

December 16, 2018
“MISSION ACCOMPLISHED” My sincere appreciation
to all of our distinguished guests for your attendance, and
your generous contributions making it a happy and
successful event. The celebration of Fr. Gerard’s 60th
Birthday was sensational - a very memorable event. It was
very well attended. Many dignitaries from different local
organizations shared their evening with us so they could
meet Fr. Gerard O’Brien. There were over 75 guests from Fr.
Gerard’s previous parish, Assumption Of The Blessed Virgin
Mary of Pasadena, they came by ways of chartered bus and
carpooling with lots of foods, drinks, gifts, decorations,
happy birthday banner, etc., even Barbara Giolando carried a
Honeybaked ham all the way here on the bus. I have to
personally and on behalf of Fr. Gerard and my committee to
thank Grace Aden and Cassa Bernardini for their leadership
and inspiration leading their congregation here to show their
support to our parish and their love and respect to Fr. and
expressed how much they missed him. I can understand their
feelings. I would too if I were in their shoes - A good man is
hard to find! Action is better than words. We should be
grateful for what we have, our Fr. Gerard, a great, loving,
understanding, hard working, respectable human being who
is not afraid to make a change! For that our former Long
Beach Mayor Beverly O’Neill, PhD presented a loving cup
trophy (originated by Dr. O’Neill) “You Make a Difference”
to Fr. Gerard assisted by MSGR. William O’Keeffe aka
Father Bill, for his outstanding accomplishments.
Knights of Columbus Color Corps Of Peter Burnett
Assembly 042 (4th Degree) performed their impressive
ceremony at the Mass. The Knights were Epi Engo - Faithful
Navigator and Color Corps Commander; Jerry Calderwood Faithful Scribe and Vice Color Corps Commander, State
Committeeman; Ray Warriner - Color Corps, Past Faithful
Navigator; Vern Haynes - Sir Knight Color Corps, Grand
Knight Of The Council (3rd Degree). Many thanks to
Commander Epi Engo for providing this information to me.
I was told the Color Corps was a surprise to Fr. Gerard,
that’s why I didn’t get the information beforehand. Special
thanks to all of the Knights in casual attire for their support
and being at the party! The lovely Irish Dancers Of The
Lyons Academy Dance School did an amazing performance.
Thanks to Mrs. Gretta Miller. The marvelous Irish band,
INNISFREE and their band leader Terry Fleming, we thank
you for providing the delightful music and songs for us to
dance to and for our listening pleasure!
Here’s my appreciation to my hardworking committee:
Many thanks to all who participated in helping, their
generous donations, food, decorations, etc. They are: Penny
Flint, Janis Krantz, Mary Lea Chamberlain, Ida Aleman,
Sharon Onorati, Maria Morales, Teresa Hummel, Glenn
Hummel, Sally Domingo, Danny Domingo, Vickie
Mendoza, Cecilia Madrid, Matilda Rico, Diego Gallegos,
Rita Cook, Ciara Steins, Cathy Sam, Vernon Haynes.
Special thanks to OLR OFFICE STAFF - Ray and Ricky.
MAINTENANCE, Steve Flint for cleaning up putting all of
the chairs and tables in perfect order! My special Thanks to
Betty in the office for setting up the appointments. The last
but not the least, a great big thank you to Mary Wagas,
Editor of OLR Bulletin for putting my message in every
Sunday getting the words out!
To Fr. Gerard, I thank you for the assignment, I enjoyed and
had fun doing it. It gave me the opportunity to meet many
new friends. We are grateful for your love, care, and support

Page Three

(…continued) of OLR Church which we call our “home
away from home”. “May you live long and prosper!” And
“May God Bless and Keep You!”
Yours Faithfully, Amy Sloan
I declare my “Mission Accomplished!”

Parish News
8th Grade Bake Sale Thanks so
much to the parishioners of Our
Lady of Refuge for their generous
donations and purchases of our baked
goods. The 8th grade class earned $1014.40! Thanks
again for the support!
TOMORROW, December 17 Parish penance service
at 7 pm. This is your opportunity to go to confession
before we celebrate the Birthday of Jesus Christ. All
Catholics are obliged to go to Confession at least once a
year. Fr. Gerard has invited local priests to hear your
confession and receive God’s Forgiveness. Please come
and support your parish and be community.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR: Come and experience
the "SIMBANG GABI" (Filipino Traditional Christmas
Advent Mass) on December 22 at 5:45 A.M. Music and
Reception follow with the Traditional Filipino Cuisine
in the Cafeteria. Feel free to wear Filipina and Barong
Attire. Any questions, please contact Rectory Office.
A Night in Bethlehem TOMORROW During A Night
in Bethlehem, your family will have an unforgettable
experience exploring the busy marketplace in
Bethlehem. Monday, December 17, 2018 from 6:15pm
to 8:00pm in the Parish Hall. All are welcome!
Admission is free!
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on Wednesday,
December 19th at 7 am and 7 pm. Please join our young
adult group at the 7 pm hour before the Lord on their
time to pray together.
Christmas Wish List The parish needs 3, 12 foot
artificial Christmas trees with white lights. Also, this
year we need lots of poinsettias, white or red, to
decorate the altar. Why not gift a pot in memory of your
loved ones. Please drop them off December 22nd and
23rd in the church. Thank you so much.
December 16 - Third Sunday of Advent: In
today’s Gospel John the Baptist says,
“Whoever has two cloaks should share with
the person who has none. And whoever has
food should do likewise…” Christmas is a time of love
and gift giving…please share your abundance by
giving a gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
(blue envelopes), so that those who do not have
clothes and food can share in the blessings of
Christmas.

Mass Intentions
Sunday 12/16/18
8:00 am Charles & Yvonne
DeCoudres (RIP)
9:30
Rex & Cathy Hoover (Int)
Andria S. Diego (RIP)
11:30
Elmer Joseph Laurin (RIP)
5:30 pm OLR Parishioners
Monday 12/17/18
8:00 am Rosie DeSiato (RIP)
John Foster (RIP)
Tuesday 12/18/18
8:00 am Catherine Uhl (RIP)
Juana Posada
Wetherington (RIP)
Kevin Maher (RIP)
Wednesday 12/19/18
8:00 am Clare Mamaradlo (RIP)
Thursday 12/20/18
8:00 am Nancy Higginson (RIP)
Friday
12/21/18
8:00 am Nando Adrias (RIP)
Saturday 12/22/18
5:30 am Stephen Arraneda (RIP)
8:00 am Maurice Altenhofen (RIP)
Vic & Aurora Flores (RIP)
5:30 pm Catherine Burgess (RIP)

Please Pray for:
Those in our parish
who are sick and
cannot be here with
us today, and their
relatives.
Lucy Anderson
Polyana Carneiro
Robert DeCoudres
Andrea Diego
Virginia Ellis
Dick Foster
Marie Fox
Tim Garland
Diane Halal
John King
Larry Larocco
Edna Lia
Brenda Meicht
Rodney Meyer
Diana Mortensen
Lupe Montalvo
Daisy Ordoveza
Betty Perkins
Juliana Quickel
Terry Quintanilla
Joshua Thomas
Seberger
Marco Solano

Principal’s Corner
Dear Parish Community, We had a wonderful week preparing for
Christmas. Last Friday (12/4/18), our Student Council led us in a
prayer service to bless the classroom Advent wreaths. During our
Friday morning assembly, we watched a video created by the
News Media Club in which they presented 6 facts about the
Advent wreath. We also learned about St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,
the 1st American born saint. While the students were in the
assembly, the teachers had an opportunity to meet the OLR
Advisory Council at a breakfast meeting. We are so blessed to
have this amazing group of volunteers to help us focus on our
mission and vision. The teachers were very impressed and feel
very supported by our parish community.
Saturday night
(12/5/18) was the Belmont Shore Christmas Parade. I would like
to thank our TK parents Pam & Joey Dones for their hard work,
as well as Troy and Nicole Hardin (Ancon) for donating the
truck. It was wonderful to see so many parishioners in the
crowd. It really gets you into the Christmas spirit. Blessings,
Mrs. Holmquist

Student’s Corner
Last week our school held the Trimester One Awards Ceremony.
For grades Kinder to 8th grade there is an award for Christian
Witness. To get Christian Witness you need to show peace, love
and kindness. For grades 5th to 8th there are awards for Honor
Roll, First and Second Honors. I, myself got First Honors for
getting all A's in academics with all O's and G's in behavior.
Following the Awards Ceremony the 7th grade lead the school in
a prayer in honor of the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of
Mary. Last Tuesday our 5th grade class started our Robotics
Module for Project Lead the Way. We have just finished building
our robot demo. In music class, we are practicing for our
Christmas Program happening this Thursday. Wish us good luck!
Have a great week!
- Marianne D. 5th Grade

Priest Schedule
12/16/18

12/23/18

5:30 p.m. Vigil

Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

8:00 a.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Raymond

9:30 a.m.

Fr. Raymond

Fr. Gerard

11:30 a.m.

Fr. Raymond

Fr. Bill

5:30 p.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

Calendar of Events
• Dec. 16 Simbang Gabi preparations for the Birthday of
Jesus, 5:30 p.m. Mass and good Filipino food after,
another first in the parish.
• Dec. 17 Parish penance service, at 7 p.m. in church,
priests are invited to hear your confessions. Please
participate and be community.
• Dec. 17 A Night in Bethlehem from 6:15pm – 8:00pm
in the Parish Hall
• Dec 19 Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 7 am & 7 pm
• Dec. 22 early morning mass at 5:45 a.m. to end our
Simbang Gabi celebrations at OLR, the traditional
time to celebrate early early morning and more
delicious food for breakfast.

Miscellaneous
St. Hedwig’s Legacy Christmas Dinner If you are alone this
Christmas, we invite you to join us at St. Hedwig Church for a
delicious Christmas Dinner. There will be families to share
their love and prayers with you, plenty of food, singing and
much, much more! If you know someone who is alone this
Christmas, please pass this information on. There is no charge
but reservations are required. Please contact Ed or Dewey
Foster at (562) 598-7060 no later than December 22, 2018.
When: Tuesday, Dec. 25 @1:00 p.m. in Quinn Hall
Where: St. Hedwig Catholic Church, 11482 Los Alamitos
Blvd., Los Alamitos, CA

Archdiocese News
Did you know?
We are all God’s children, and we all need protection
While a major part of preventing sexual abuse and exploitation
is aimed at keeping young children safe, the focus and goal of
the “Protecting God’s Children” program is to keep all people
safe, including adults. By knowing the warning signs of
different types of abuse and taking action to shut down abuse
and offer protection and support, we can help the most
vulnerable among us, whoever they may be. For a copy of the
complete VIRTUS® article, “Don’t Forget to Protect the
Vulnerable Adults in Your Community,” visit http://www.laarchdiocese.org/org/protecting/Pages/VIRTUS-Current-OnlineArticles.aspx.

